This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 
to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 
to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 
are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  marginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 
publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  this  resource,  we  have  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 

We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  from  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attribution  The  Google  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  informing  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liability  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.  Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 


at|http  :  //books  .  google  .  com/ 


4^i.   ///S. 


i 


THE 

POCJCET 


PRAYER  BOOK, 

WITH 

A  SCRIPTURE  MEDITATION 
AND  HYMNS 


ATTACHED  TO  EACH  DAY  FOR  SIX 
WEEKS. 


TWSIiFTH   SDITIOir. 


LONDON:  ^^"^Hp^-^ 

Printed  and  Sold  ^y  /^  x       u      *  ^' 
The  PhiIiANThbopic  Society,  ^i.  (ffte^J'ge's  Fielda*-^\ 

f  L^   '  ■  V  \ 

Sold   also  by  Simpkin  and  MABSHi^ ;    Loki^bt^n 
and  Co;  Sherwood  and  Co;    llAwSropir  andt  Co;: 
Sbei«by  ;  Hatchabd  ;  Nisbet  ;  and  toptbor  Bodk  ' 
sellers.  ^^- 

1844. 

Sniped  at  Stationers^  Hall. 


PREFACE. 


I 

i       The  Editor  of  the  Pocket  Prayer  Book 
has  reason  to    acknowledge  with  much 
thankfulness  the  general  approbation  with 
which  the  first  Editions  of  this  little  Vo- 
lume have  been  received.  Another  Edition 
being  called  for^  it  is  now  re-printed  with 
additional  Prayers  for  the  Family,  inter- 
spersed  with   Meditations   on    Texts   of 
Scripture,  selected  from  Henry,  and  other 
devotionid  writers.   It  is  the  Editor's  wish, 
that  a  short  Family  Service  may  be  form- 
ed, by  reading  one  of  the  Meditations^  fol- 
lowed by  a  suitable  Psalm,  or  Hymn,  (to 
be  read  or  sung, )  and  concluded  by  a  Prayer, 
It  will  be  found  that  this  little  Service 
may  be  performed  in  about   twenty  mi- 
nutes, and  it  is  hoped  will  not  be  thought 
to   encroach    too    much   upon    domestic 
duties. 

It  is  not  wished,  that  this  short  Medita- 
tion should  take  place  of  the  reading  of 
the  Scriptures.  Some  portion  of  Scrip- 
ture, accompanied  by  a  select  part  of  a 
devotional  and  practical  expositioiv,  ^Me\\ 
^Doddridge,  Henry,   Brown,   ot  ScqXX- 
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should  be  daily  read  in  the  family.  This 
might  form  the  morning  exercise ;  and  a 
devotional  meditation  the  evening  service. 
Such  a  variety  might  be  found  highly  in- 
teresting to  the  servants  and  younger 
branches  of  the  family ;  and  lead  them  to 
continue  from  inclination,  as  well  as  duty, 
a  practice  from  which  they  had  received 
both  pleasure  and  profit. 

As  the  few  Meditations  interspersed  may 
not  afford  sufficient  variety,  the  Editor  begs 
leave  to  recommend  for  this  purpose  a 
small  volume  of  Devotional  Meditations 
selected  from  Dr.  fFatts  and  Mr.  Howe. 
That  this  little  Volume  may  be  attended 
with  the  Divine  blessings  and  b&the  happy 
means  of  promoting  a  spirit  of  devotion  in 
the  Family  and  the  Closet,  is  the  sincere 
prayer  of 

The  Editor. 


PREFACE 

TO  THE  SEVENTH  EDITION, 


The  Editor  of  the  Pocket  Prayer  Book 
has  been  loiig  permitted  to  watch  in  retire- 
ment  the  progress  of  her  little  circulating 
volumes^  tmknown  by  name  or  place  of 
abode.  Their  increasing  circulation  seeins 
to  urge  the  necessity  of  giving  some  efficient 
place  o/reside7ice,  should  any  future  commu- 
nication be  requested  from  abroad. 

The  Editor^  being  the  only  responsible 
person^  hopes  that  the  friends  of  evangelical 
religion  wiU  accept  of  this  apology  for  the 
following  short  statement. 

It  was  a  senthnent  formed  in  early  years, 
that  every  member  of  society  should  have  in 
view  some  leading  obfect  of  pursuit^  so  far 
Qg  may  be  consistent  with  the  jirsi  duties  of 
rela/we  and  domestic  life.     Free  from  iiiany 
o/'i/smosn'mporta9it  cares^  the  Editor  found 
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herself  at  liberty  to  follow  the  chosen  object 
of  her  pursuit-^the  abridgment  of  books. 

The  devotional  writings  of  Baxter y  Howe^ 
Flavelf  Mlein^  Watts,  and  Doddridge  made 
a  strong  impression  upon  her  own  mind  ;  and 
in  the  ardour  of  youthful  feeling  she  ima- 
gined, that  the  same  impression  must  folloiv 
wherever  their  works  were  Anoum^ 

.  Her  plan  was,  to  form  from  the  most  devo^ 

{  tional  and  practical  parts  of  their  works^  a 

few  pocket  volumes  for  easy  circulation; 
I  mere  extracts  were  not  her  taste.  It  was  her 

wish  to  form  her  little  abridgments^  as  muck 
aspossible^  into  a  whole ;  whether  a  Volume, 
a  Chapter,  or  a  Meditation:  tndeavofwring 
to  preserve  the  thoughts  and  feelings  of  tJie 
respective  Authors,  and  to  give  all  in  their 
own  highly  spiritual  and  scriptural  language. 

As  a  sample  of  what  she  wished  to  effect, 
she  begs  leave  to  refer  to  her  little  volume  of 
Meditations  from  fPatts  and  Howe.  Happy 
would  she  be,  should  her  endeavours  encoU'- 
rage  some  of  her  pious  readers  to  try  the 
j^/^asan^  urorA.  Her  feeble  pen,  employed 
^^^^^^  io  age,  has  dmie  tittle  to  e«ha»i\ 
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Henry* 8  Commentary  contains  rich  mate- 
rials  for  Bible  meditations  ;  some  of  them 
will  be  found  in  the  Pocket  Prayer  Book. 
The  devotional  parts  of  Baxter's  writingSy 
(particularly  his  Christian  Directory^)  af^- 
ford  eSFcellent  materials  for  prayer,  as  well 
as  practical  divinity.  Bishop  Patrick^  and 
JenASf  give  some  of  our  most  spiritual  mo- 
dels of  prayer  :  to  each  of  these  authors  the 
Pocket  Prayer  Book  is  highly  indebted. 

Should  the  expense  of  printing  a  volume 
deter  some  of  her  young  friends  from  making 
an  attempt y  she  wishes  to  remind  them^  that 
it  is  by  no  means  difficult  to  epitomize  a  book 
into  a  tract ;  and  for  a  sample  begs  leave  to 
refer  to  the  ^^ Saint  Indeed^'*  from  Flavel. 

The  union  of  a  few  friends  might  with 
ease  defray  the  expense  of  One  tracty  espe- 
cially if  the  edition  be  large.  If  only  one 
important  tract  be  selected^  the  good  which 
may  be  accomplished  is  incalculcible. 

^fter  so  much  experience  of  the  Divine 

goodnesSf  the  Editor  can  with  cheerfulness 

leave  her  plan  vnth  Him  who  tuitnessed  I^t 

aamefs^ regTiest  in  early  life  for  its  success- 

^TeAas  not  turned  away  her  prayer^  'nor  Ws 
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mercy  from  her:  and  she  indulges  the  pleas- 
ing hope  that  in  some  distant  land^  (perhaps 
Jar  from  her  native  shores,)  or  in  some  dis- 
tant  period  of  time,  this  undertaking  may  be 
placed  in  more  efficient  hands  ;  still  tmder 
His  blessing — without  which,  a  Paul  may 
plant,  and  mi  ^polios  water  in  vain. 


To  Him  that  is  able  to  do 
abundantly  above  all  thai  she  could  ask  or 
think,  to  Him  alone  be  all  the  praise  of  the 
unworthy  Editor, 

.Rebecca  Wilkinson. 

Clapham  Common,  Sanrey, 
Jan.  20M,  1825. 


PREFACE 

TO  THE  TWELFTH  EDITION. 


The  Editors  of  the  Pocket  Prayer  Book 
desire  again  thankfully  to  acknowledge 
the  continued  blessing  of  Almighty  God 
which  appears  to  have  followed  its  in- 
creased circulation. 

Since  the  death  of  its  valued  Compiler, 
in  the  year  1828,  more  than  30,000  copies 
have  been  sold,  or  gratuitously  dispersed ; 
and  a  Twelfth  Edition,  of  10,000  copies, 
is  now  issued  from  the  Press. 

It    only  remains  for   them    again    to 
commit  their  work  to  the  protection  of 
Him^  whose  is  the  spirit    o?  ip\a:^^T  «xA 
vpplication;   and   to    add  lYvevc  \wl\sJ^^ 
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petition,  that  it  may  be  made  subservient 
to  the  spiritual  welfare  of  the  Universal 
Church,  and  to  tho  glory  of  that  Redeemer, 
'^  for  whom  prayer  also  shall  be  made 
continually/^  and  '^  unto  whom  shall  the 
gathering  of  the  people  be/' 
Clapham  Common^  1844. 
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riends,  this  Prayer  Book  is  presented  to 
not  as  a  set  of  fornis^  by  which  you  are 
!  confined;  but  as  helps,  to  lead  you  to 
tion. 

ayer  is  your  first  duty,  your  highest 
lege :  it  is  a  communion  of  the  soulwith 
with  your  Father,  your  heavenly  Fa- 
it must  proceed  from  your  own  hearts : 
ist  be  the  language  of  your  own  joys,  of 
own  wants  and  sorrows.     It  will  be  the 
aire  and  comfort  of  your  life,  to  keep 
[lis  devout  communion  with  your  Goa. 
n  loaded  with  mercies,  how  pleasant  is 
look  up  and  say,  "  Thou  crownest  me 
loving-kindness  and  tender  mercies !  '* 
that  spared  not  his  own  Son,  but  de- 
ed him  up  for  us  all,  how  shall  he  not 
him  also  freely  give  us  all  things?" 
n  burdened  under  a  sense  o5  «»m,  ^\\aX. 
is  there  in  going  weary  aivdLVev?^ 
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laden  to  a  throne  of  grace,  and  pleading 
'  those  gracious  words,  "  I  will  give  you  rest ;" 
"Him  that  cometh  unto  me  1  will  in  nowise 
cast  out.'* 

When  cast  down  with  sorrow,  and  over^^ 
whelmed  with  fears ;  how  cheering  to  go  and 
cast  all  your  care  upon  him  that  careth  for 
you !  under  all  perplexities  of  life  to  be  per- 
mitted to  say,  "  Thou  shalt  guide  me  with 
thy  counsel :"  *^my  flesh  and  my  heart  fail- 
eth :  but  God  is  the  strength  of  my  heart, 
and  my  portion  for  ever."  This  imparts  a 
consolation,  which  the  world  can  neither 
give  nor  take  away. 

The  mind  that  thus  converses  with  God, 
that  is  thus  stayed  upon  him,  will  enjoy  a 
peace  which  the  worla  knows  not — a  peace 
which  passeth  all  understanding. 

Wait  not  for  the  stated  season  of  prayer ; 
but  let  your  mind  ascend  to  God  in  every 
moment  of  difficulty,  fear,  or  temptation : 
and  let  every  new  mercy  raise  your  heart 
in  praise.  Why  do  Christians  live  so  little 
under  the  power  of  religion,  or  experience 
so  little  of  its  comforts,  but  because  they  are 
such  strangers  to  this  devout  communion 
vnth  God?  How  many  idle  thoughts  in  the 
dajr  might  he  exchanged  for  thoughts  of 
^  ^od/  and  every  thoug1[it\>e  a  sijitm^Qi  ^'^^ 
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sure  and  holy  delight!  When  prayer  is 
mixed  with  your  thoughts,  your  heart  will 
breathe  out  such  requests  as  that  of  the 
Psalmist^  "  Rejoice  the  soul  of  thy  servant ; 
for  unto  thee,  O  Lord,  do  I  lift  up  my  soul." 

To  promote  this  spirit  of  devotion,  con- 
verse much  with  the  word  of  God :  let  it 
"  dwell  in  you  ricUy,  in  all  wisdom  and  spi- 
ritual understanding."  Endeavour  to  imitate 
the  lively  devotion  you  meet  with  in  the 
heavenly  volume;  and  try  to  have  your 
heart  affected  in  the  same  way.  To  you  is 
directed  the  invitation, "  O  come  let  us  sing 
unto  the  Lord ;  let  us  come  before  his  pre- 
sence with  thanksgiving."  O  join  the  uni- 
versal church,  and  say,  "While  I  live  will 
I  praise  the  Lord :  I  will  sing  praises  unto 
God  while  I  have  any  being." 

Accustom  yourselves  to  behold  the  blessed 
Gt)d  in  the  face  of  his  beloved  Son,  who  is 
"  the  brightness  of  his  glory,  and  the  express 
image  of  his  person."  Call  upon  him  in  the 
endearing  relation  of  the  God  and  Father 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ ;  his  God  and  our 
God,  his  Father  and  our  Father.  "  Blessed 
be  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  which,  according  to  his  abundant 
mercy,  hath  begotten  us  again  to  a.\w^^ 
Mope  bjr  the  resurrection  of  Jesus  C\vY\a\.^o\sv 

B  -2 
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the  dead^  to  an  inheritance  incorruptible, 
and  undeliled,  and  that  fadeth  not  away ! " 

Every  day  let  some  portion  of  the  word  of 
God  be  read  in  this  devotional  manner.  It 
will  afford  subjects  both  for  meditation  and 
prayer.  And,  thus,  through  the  influences 
of  divine  grace,  you  will  attain  to  that  spi- 
ritual-mindedness,  which  is  "  life  and  peace" 
here ;  and  which  will  fit  you  to  join  in  the  song 
of  Moses  and  the  Lamb  for  ever. 

It  has  been  observed,  with  much  pleasure, 
that,  of  late,  the  important,  but  long-neg- 
lected (iiUty  oi explaining  the  Scriptures  daily, 
for  the  benefit  of  chilaren  and  servants,  is 
reviving  among  pious  heads  of  families  in 
all  classes  of  society. 

Ignorance  the  most  fatal  is  entailed  upon 
every  family  where  the  wisdom  from  above 
is  not  known  or  desired. 

A  select  portion  of  scripture,  meditated 
upon  in  the  closet,  and  talked  over  with  a 
simplicity  and  feeling  adapted  to  the  ca- 
pacities of  the  young  and  the  ignorant,  has 
been  attended  with  the  most  beneficial 
effects. 

Happy  the  parents,  whose  hearts  have 
received  the  words  of  life,  and  who  teach 
tAem  diligently  to  their  chi\dTeTV\  vi\vo  talk 
o^tbem  while  sitting  in  t^e  YiQuae,  ox  N^^Sik- 
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ing  by  the  way ;  when  they  lie  down,  and 
when  they  rise  up. 

Happy  is  the  family,  whether  high  or  low, 
where  the  word  of  God  is  loved,  dwells  in  the 
heart,  and  influences  the  lives  of  all  its 
members. 


INTRODUCTORY    PRAYER, 

To  be  used  at  the  beginning  of  our  Devotions. 

O  thou  ever  blessed  Majesty,  who  fiUest 
heaven  and  earth  with  thy  presence ;  and 
art  always  listening  to  the  supplications  of 
a  world  of  creatures  that  hang  upon  thee  : 
open,  we  beseech  thee,  thine  ears  of  mercy 
to  thine  unworthy  servants,  who  are  pros- 
trate at  thy  footstool.  Our  hearts  would  now 
open  themselves  to  thy  gracious  influence. 
Possess  them,  we  beseech  thee,  with  such  a 
strong  and  vigorous  love  to  thyself,  as  may 
lift  us  up  above  all  earthly  things :  that  we 
may  approach  with  longing  hearts  to  thee 
our  God,  our  exceeding  joy.  Gather  in,  we 
beseech  thee,  our  wandering  thoughts ;  and 
fix  them  upon  thyself.  Raise  our  cold  and 
earthly  desires ;  and  cause  them  to  ascend 
unto  tnee  in  the  lively  fervour  of  devotion. 
May  we  so  ask,  that  we  may  receive ;  so  seek, 
that  we  may  find ;  so  knock,  that  it  may  be 
opened  unto  us ;  through  Jesus  Christ,  our 
blessed  Lord  and  Redeemer.     Amen. 


FAMILY    PRAYERS. 

FIRST  WEEK. 


MEDITATION 

Far  the  Lord's-Day  Morning. 

CHRIST  MIGHTY  TO  SAVE. 

"  Wherefore  he  is  able  also  to  save  them  to 
"the  uttermost,  that  come  unto  God  by  him, 
"  seeing  he  ever  liveth  to  make  intercession  for 
«them."-Heb.  vii.  25. 

Our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  was  able  to  save 
from  the  beginning.  From  the  first  promise 
to  our  fallen  parents  unto  the  present  day, 
has  the  seed  of  the  woman  been  bruising  the 
serpent's  head.  By  faith  in  him  the  elders 
obtained  a  good  report ;  and  died  in  expec- 
tation of  a  better  resurrection .  Their  raith 
embraced  him,  according  to  the  degree  in 
which  he  was  revealed.  They  saw  his  day 
in  distant  prospect,  and  rejoiced :  and  were 
admitted  to  the  divine  favour  here,  and  to 
eternal  happiness  above.  He  ^^5^^"^^^ 
able  to  save  when  he  dwelt  o\\  e^T\Xvm  ^ 
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tabernacle  of  clay.  Still  he  mingled  the 
dignity  and  power  of  a  God,  with  the  abase- 
ments and  infirmities  of  a  mortal  man :  assert- 
ing to  himself  the  divine  prerogative  of  for- 
giving sins ;  speaking  of  a  glorious  resurrec- 
tion and  eternal  life,  as  his  gift ;  represent- 
ing himself  as  the  head  stone  of  the  comer, 
on  whom  was  fixed  all  the  stress  of  men's 
eternal  interests ;  and  as  the  awful  judge, 
before  whose  tribunal  the  greatest  of  the 
children  of  men  should  stand;  and  from 
whom  all  should  receive  that  decisive  sen- 
tence, which  should  fix  them  in  final  happi- 
ness or  despair.  Nay,  even  in  his  deepest 
humiliation  on  the  cursed  tree,  a  ray  of 
divine  glory  broke  through  the  dark  cloud  of 
infamy  witn  which  he  was  then  surrounded. 
And,  amidst  all  the  scorn  and  rage  of  in- 
sulting enemies,  who  were  reproaching  him 
as  abandoned  by  God  and  man,  he  speaks 
from  the  cross  as  from  the  throne :  and,  as 
the  king  of  heaven,  takes  upon  him  to  dis- 
pose of  seats  in  Paradise.  If  he  were  thus 
able  to  save,  when  he  dwelt  in  so  humble  a 
form ;  how  much  more  so  is  he  amidst  all  the 
magnificence  of  his  exaltation  in  the  highest 
heaven;  whither  he  has  ascended,  as  a  glo- 
jyous  conqueror,  having  led  Caiplvvit^  ^«.i^- 
tJve:  and  received  gifts  fox  me\i\  C«n\i^ 
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believe  that  his  arm  has  less  power  to  save  ; 
or  that  his  ear  is  heavy,  ana  cannot  hear  ? 
No !  we  may  assure  ourselves,  that  he  is  at 
this  moment  as  able  to  exert  an  almighty 
power  for  the  salvation  of  his  people,  as  he 
was  on  that  illustrious  day,  when  he  poured 
out  the  Spirit  on  his  disciples,  at  the  Feast 
of  Pentecost;  or  when  he  appeared  to  Paul 
on  the  way  to  Damascus  with  the  glories  of 
heaven  new  upon  him,  even  with  lustre  ex- 
ceeding that  of  the  meridian  sun !  Still  is  our 
Redeemer  able  to  save,  and  shall  continue  to 
be  so.  When  we  and  our  children  are  laid  in 
the  dust  of  death,  he  shall  be  the  joy  and  con- 
fidence of  a  new  race  of  believers.  And  to 
the  very  end  of  time,  one  generation  shall 
rise,  and  declare  his  righteousness  to  another; 
and  that  righteousness  shall  be  the  same. 
This  foundation  of  God  shall  stand  sure ; 
though  rocks  moulder  into  dust,  and  the 
mountains  be  removed  out  of  their  place. 
Yea,  when  the  sun  shall  fade  away  in  its  orb, 
and  all  the  golden  lamps  of  these  lower 
heavens  shall  be  extinguished,  the  Sun  of 
glory  shall  shine  forth  with  undiminished 
radiancy.  Still  his  victorious  energy  shall 
continue  the  same ;  and  it  shall  be  a^  \.t\x^  qS. 
his  power,  as  of  his  grace  ;  that  3  esM^  CVvTveX 
is  the  same  yesterday,  to-day,  awdfox  exet. 
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Heavenly  Father,  glorify  thy  Son,  that 
thy  Son  also  may  glorify  thee ;  that  at  the 
name  of  Jesus  every  knee  may  bow,  and 
every  tongue  confess  him  Lord.  Be  thou 
exalted.  Lord,  in  thine  own  strength ;  so  will 
we  sing  and  praise  thy  power. 


HYMN 

For  the  LorcTs'Day  Morning. 

All  power  and  grace  to  God  belong ; 
He  is  my  strength,  and  He  my  song : 
He  comes,  my  Saviour,  from  his  throne ; 
He  comes,  to  bring  salvation  down. 

Lo !  rising  from  the  tents  of  men, 
The  voice  of  joy  resounds  again : 
His  saints  with  him  the  triumph  claim, 
And  shout  salvation  to  his  name. 

His  own  right  hand  its  strength  displays 
In  acts  of  valour  and  of  grace : 
The  cross,  the  tomb,  the  throne  declare 
How  vast  his  power  and  glory  are. 

For  us  he  conquers,  though  he  dies : 
Behold  the  mighty  Saviour  rise ! 
If/s  own  right  hand  on  \dg\v  d\s\i\«i^% 
-fn  acts  of  valour  and  of  grace. 
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PRAYER 

For  the  Lord's-Day  Morning, 

Most  gracious  God  and  Father,  it  is  good 
for  us  to  draw  near  to  thee.  Blessed  is  the 
man  whom  thou  choosest,  and  causest  to  ap- 
proach unto  thee ;  that  he  may  be  still  prais- 
mg  thee.  We  bless  thee  for  the  returning 
light  of  this  morning.  O  let  the  day-spring 
from  on  high  visit  our  souls ;  and  the  sun 
of  righteousness  arise  upon  us  with  healing 
in  his  wings.  The  light  we  see  is  the  Lord's. 
"  This  is  the  day  which  the  Lord  hath  made ; 
we  will  rejoice  and  be  glad  therein."  May 
this  be  indeed  the  sabbath  of  the  Lord  in 
our  dwelling,  and  in  our  hearts  ;  a  sabbath 
of  rest  from  sin,  and  of  rest  in  God.  Enable 
us,  we  pray  thee,  so  to  sanctify  this  day, 
that  it  may  be  made  a  means  of  our  sane- 
tification. 

Grant  that,  by  resting  from  every  world- 
ly employment,  our  hearts  may  be  more 
taken  off  from  present  things :  and  that,  by 
Employing  our  time  in  the  worship  of  God, 
we  may  be  led  into  a  more  experimental 
acquaintance  with  the  work  of  heaven,  and 
be  made  more  meet  for  that  b\essedL>NQtVftL. 
On  this  day  would  we  give  gVoTy  to  \)s\g^> 
O  Father  Almighty,  maker  oi  Yie^ivew  wvft 
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earth.  Thou  art  worthy,  O  Lord,  to  receive 
blessing,  and  honour,  and  glory,  and  power ; 
for  thou  hast  created  all  things,  and  for  thy 
pleasure  they  are,  and  were  created.  O  Thou, 
who  didst  at  first  command  the  light  to  shine 
out  of  darkness,  shine  into  our  hearts,  to  give 
us  more  of  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  thy 

flory,  in  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ ;  and  let  us 
e  thy  workmanship,  created  anew  in  him 
unto  good  works.  With  peculiar  pleasure 
would  we  call  to  mind  the  resurrection  of  our 
exalted  Redeemer  from  the  dead  on  the  first 
day  of  the  week  ;  by  which  he  was  declared 
to  be  the  son  of  God  with  power,  and  is  be- 
come the  first-fruits  of  them  that  slept.  O 
that,  as  Christ  was  raised  from  the  dead  by 
the  glory  of  the  Father,  so  we  also  may  rise 
and  walk  in  newness  of  life.  We  pray  that 
the  SPIRIT  of  him  that  raised  up  Jesus  from 
the  dead,  and  graciously  descended  on  the 
Church  on  the  day  of  Pentecost,  may  dwell  and 
rule  in  us,  and  make  us  partakers  of  a  new 
and  divine  nature. 

We  bless  thee  for  thy  holy  word,  which  is 

a  lamp  to  our  feet,  and  a  light  to  our  path. 

Let  us  not  receive  this  graceof  Godin  vain. 

But  teach  us  to  value  and  understand  those 

thing's  which  were  written  tot  out  \^«k.Ta\w^, 

^Aat  we  through  patience  andeomfexV.  o^  \Sife 
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scriptures  might  have  hope.  Especially  wo 
bless  thee  for  the  great  Go^^t?^/ record, "  That 
God  hath  ^iven  to  us  eternal  life,  and  that 
this  life  is  in  his  Son."  O  may  we  receive  it 
as  a  faithful  sayinff,  and  worthy  of  all  accep- 
tation, "  That  Christ  came  into  the  world  to 
save  sinners."  May  he  be  '^made  of  God 
unto  us  wisdom,  and  righteousness,  and  sanc- 
tification,  and  redemption."  May  we  be 
united  to  him  by  faith,  and  ffrow  up  into  him 
in  all  things,  who  is  our  head.  We  bless  thee 
for  the  New  Covenant  made  with  us  in 
Jesus  Christ.  May  we  flee  to  it  for  refuge ; 
and  take  hold  of  it,  as  the  hope  set  before  us. 
O  receive  us  into  the  bonds  of  this  covenant ; 
and  make  us  accepted  in  the  beloved. 

Grant  that  our  hearts  may  this  day  be 
filled  with  pleasing  thoughts  of  Christ,  and 
that  great  love  wherewith  he  hath  loved  us. 
For  his  sake  forgive  all  our  sins,  in  thought, 
word,  and  deed ;  and  let  no  corrupt  affections 
hinder  the  ascent  of  our  souls  heavenward. 
Let  thy  word  come  with  life  and  power  upon 
our  souls ;  and  be  as  good  seed  sown  in  good 
soil,  taking  root  and  bringing  forth  fruit  to 
thy  praise.  Assist  the  Ministers  of  thy  Gos- 
pel rightly  to  divide  the  word  of  tTWtVi^  ^\viL 
to  speak  with  love,  fidelity,  and  sMcee^^-  "^^^ 
^'nners  be  converted  unto   thee\    «^^  ^JKs 
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saints  built  up  in  knowledge,  faith,  and  holi- 
ness, unto  salvation.  Now  the  God  of  hope 
fill  us  with  joy  and  peace  in  believing, 
throiigh  Jesus  Christ,  our  blessed  Saviour 
and  Kedeemer.     Amen. 


HYMN 

F(yr  the  Lords-Day  Evening. 

Let  everlasting  glories  crown 

Thy  head,  my  Saviour  and  my  Lord : 
Thy  hands  have  brought  salvation  down, 

And  writ  the  blessings  in  thy  word. 

In  vain  the  trembling  conscience  seeks 
Some  solid  ground  to  rest  upon ; 

With  long  despair  the  spirit  breaks 
Till  we  apply  to  Christ  alone. 

How  well  thy  blessed  truths  agree ! 

How  wise  and  holy  thy  commands ! 
Thy  promises,  how  great  and  free ; 

How  firm  our  hope  and  comfort  stands ! 

Should  all  the  forms  that  men  devise 

Assault  our  faith  with  treach'rous  art ; 
We  call  them  vanity  and  \\es. 
And  bind  the  gospel  to  out  \»«i\.. 
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PRAYER 

For  the  Lord^s-Day  Evening. 

O  most  good  and  gracious  God^  though 
thou  art  the  High  and  Holy  One,  who  inha* 
bitest  eternity,  yet  thou  permittest  us  sinful 
dust  and  ashes  to  draw  nigh  unto  thee ;  and 
dwellest  in  the  humble  and  contrite  heart, 
that  trembles  at  thy  word.     We  come  to 

E raise  thee  for  all  the  gracious  words  that  we 
ave  heard  this  day  in  thy  house ;  for  the 
^lad  tidings  of  salvation  which  have  sounded 
m  our  ears ;  for  all  that  we  have  heard  of 
Jesus,  of  his  dying  love,  of  his  holy  and  spot- 
less life,  of  the  sanctifying  influences  of  his 
Spirit;  for  all  the  holy  thoughts,  affections, 
and  purposes  that  have  been  raised  in  our 
hearts ;  for  the  means  of  grace,  and  for  the 
hope  of  glory.  How  exceeding  rich  is  thy 
grace  to  man  in  Christ  Jesus  1  "  Thanks  be 
unto  God  for  his  unspeakable  gift ! "  May 
we  show  this  thankfulness  by  a  life  of  con- 
stant obedience  to  thy  commandments,  and  of 
humble  submission  to  thy  wiU.  May  it  be 
our  meat  and  ouj  drink  to  do  thy  wiU. 

Forgive,  O  our  Father,  that  our  thoudafca, 

affections,  wad  devotions,  towards  \]hft^,iv?w^ 

been  so  few,  so  short,  so  cold ;  that  vi^  \vw«^ 


ux 
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at  any  time  loved  the  world — the  trifles  and 
pleasures  of  it,  more  than  God,  and  Christ, 
and  heaven.  We  are  ashamed,  and  tremble 
to  think,  with  what  indifference  we  too  often 
hear  and  receive  the  messages  of  salvation 
bv  Christ;  that  we  are  so  little  melted  by 
his  love ;  that  we  are  so  unlike  our  blessed 
Lord  in  his  holy  life,  and  in  his  meek  and 
lowly  temper ;  that  we  have  no  deeper  sense 
of  the  evil  of  sin,  after  all  that  thou  hast  done 
to  deliver  us  from  it,  and  to  show  thy  hatred 
against  it;  that  we  have  so  little  serious 
sense  of  the  worth  of  souls,  and  the  weight 
of  eternity. 

O  ffracious  God,  clear  up  our  understand- 
ing of  divine  thinffs.  Call  off  our  minds  from 
everything  that  draws  our  hearts  from  thee  : 
and  write  thy  law  in  our  hearts,  that  we  may 
no  more  sin  against  thee.  Sanctify  us  more 
entirely,  in  body,  soul,  and  spirit ;  renew  us 
more  into  thine  image.  We  would  be  thine, 
more  entirely  thine ;  we  would  live  to  thee 
while  we  live.  We  would  serve  thee,  not 
with  the  spirit  of  bondage  as  slaves;  but  with 
the  cheermlness  and  affection  of  children.  O 
make  thy  ways  so  pleasant  to  us,  that  we  may 
iave  no  relish  for  the  forbidden  pleasures  of 
fin.  Let  the  thoughts  of  t\vy  yteeivovskS  love 
"  Christ,  and  of  our  peace  aiva  ^ax^oxi, «»? 
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everlasting  blessedness  with  thee,  be  the 
daily  cordial  of  our  hearts.  All  the  days  of 
our  lives  may  we  comfort  ourselves  and  one 
another,  with  the  hope  that  we  shall  be  ever 
with  our  glorified  Lord.  We  would  live  and 
worship  together  here,  as  fellow-heirs  of  that 
glory  and  blessedness,  which  we  hope  to  en- 
joy with  thee  for  ever  in  thy  heavenly  king- 
dom. As  tfie  children  of  thy  family,  we 
would  pray  that  the  same  blessings  may  de- 
scend on  all  our  brethren  of  mankind.  May 
they  also  with  us  partake  of  thy  great  salva- 
tion ;  be  translated  out  of  the  kingdom  of 
darkness  into  the  kingdom  of  thy  dear  Son. 
In  Him  let  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  be 
blessed :  and  may  we  all  join  at  last  in  the 
sonff  of  Moses  and  the  Lamb,  saying — 
"  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  slain,  to  re- 
ceive glory  and  honour ;  for  he  hath  redeemed 
us  to  God  by  his  blood."     Amen. 


MEDITATION 

For  Mondaif  Morning, 
THE  THRONE  OF  ORACE. 

"Xf*/  US,  therefore,  come  boldly  unto  \\ve\!cvx wife 
^offfrace/'-^Heh.  iv,  16. 
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A  iJirone  bespeaks  authority,  awe,  anc 
verence.  A  throne  of  grace  bespeaks 
couragement,  even  to  tne  chief  of  sinn 
There  grace  reigns  and  acts  with  sover( 
fipeedom,  power,  and  bounty.  To  be  o 
found  before  this  throne  is  both  our  boun 
duty  and  our  highest  interest.  Our  err 
there  is,  that  we  may  obtain  mercy,  and 
grace  to  help  in  time  of  need.  * 

In  aU  our  approaches  to  this  throne 
grace  for  mercy,  we  are  permitted  to  ct 
with  humble  freedom  and  boldness, 
should  ask  in  faith,  nothing  wavering : 
should  come  with  a  spirit  of  adoptior 
children  to  a  reconcilea  God  and  Fathe 

We  are,  indeed,  to  come  with  rever( 
and  godly  fear:  not,  however,  with  te 
and  amazement :  but  as  kindly  invitee 
the  mercy-seat,  where  grace  reigns,  thro 
righteousness,  unto  eternal  life,  by  J< 
CYirist  our  Lord. 

HYMN 

For  Monday  Morning, 

Come  let  us  lift  our  thankful  eyes 

Up  to  the  courts  above ; 
Rejoic'd  to  see  our  Father  there. 
Upon  a  throne  of  love. 
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Now  we  may  bow  before  his  feet, 

And  venture  near  the  Lord  ; 
No  fiery  cherub  guards  his  seat, 

Nor  double  flaming  sword. 

The  peaceful  gates  of  heavenly  bliss 

Are  opened  by  the  Son : 
High  let  us  raise  our  notes  of  praise, 

And  reach  th'  Almighty's  throne. 

To  thee  ten  thousand  thanks  we  bring. 

Great  Advocate  on  high ; 
And  glory  to  th'  eternal  King, 

That  lays  his  anger  by. 

PRAYER 

For  Monday  Morning, 

Holy,  holy,  holy.  Lord  God  Almighty ; 
thou  art  of  purer  eyes  than  to  behold  ini- 
quity, neither  can  sin  dwell  with  thee.  As 
Siilty  sinners  we  deserve  to  be  called  to  a 
rone  oi judgment:  but,  through  the  Son  of 
thy  love,  thou  art  proclaiming  a  throne  of 
grace — a  mercy  seat !  We  come  to  touch  thy 
golden  sceptre,  and  live, 

Iiord,  though  we  are  unworthy,  we  come ; 
because   thou  hast  found  a  ransom — an 
VLtonement  for  our  guilt ;  because  \\vou\vaa\* 
pointed  us  to  thy  beloved  Sotv,  «L\A^i\^> 

c  1 
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"  Behold  the  Lamb  of  God,  which  taketh 
away  the  sin  of  the  world."  How  great  is 
thy  grace!  that  we  who  have  erred  and 
strayed  from  thy  ways  like  lost  sheep  ;  who 
have  forsaken  thee — the  fountain  of  Uving 
waters,  and  hewed  out  cisterns,  broken  cis- 
terns that  can  hold  no  water ;  that  such  re- 
bellious and  backsliding  children  should  be 
invited  to  return  to  a  Father's  house ;  to 
be  received  not  merely  as  pardoned  cri- 
minals, but  as  sons  and  daughters  of  the 
Lord  Almighty. 

Lord  of  all  power  and  ffrace,  trusting  in 
thine  almighty  strength,  tnine  infinite  good- 
ness, and  thy  gracious  promises,  we  come  to 
ask  of  thee  tne  blessings  which  thou  knowest 
that  we  need ;  and  to  obtain  grace  sufficient 
for  us.  Let  thy  good  Spirit  help  our  in- 
firmities, and  strengthen  us  to  fight  the  good 
fight  of  faith ;  to  strive  against  tne  sins  that 
most  easily  beset  us ;  to  walk  more  accept- 
ably before  thee,  in  all  the  duties  of  righte- 
ousness and  holiness.  Oh  sufiFer  us  not  to  be 
tempted  above  that  we  are  able  to  bear ; 
let  no  iniquity  prevail  against  us,  nor  any  am 
have  dominion  over  us. 

From  all  blindness  of  heart ;  from  pride, 
vain-glory,   and    hypocrisy;     feoov    e^XLV^^ 
hatred,  and   malice>  and  a\\  uucJaATNX^J^- 
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ness ;  from  all  the  deceits  of  the  world,  the 
flesh,  and  the  devil ;  from  hardness  of  heart, 
and  contempt  of  thy  word  and  command- 
ment, O  Lord  graciously  deliver  us.  In  all 
time  of  our  tribulation ;  in  all  time  of  our 
wealth ;  in  the  hour  of  death,  and  in  the  day 
of  judgment,  good  Lord  deliver  us. 

May  it  please  thee  to  give  us  a  heart  to 
love  and  fear  thee ;  and  diligently  to  live 
after  thy  commandments :  to  bless  and  keep 
all  thy  people :  to  give  unto  them  increase 
of  grace  to  near  meekly  thy  word,  to  receive 
it  with  pure  aflFection,  and  to  bring  forth  the 
fruits  of  the  Spirit.  Strengthen  such  as  do 
stand ;  comfort  and  help  the  weak-hearted ; 
raise  up  them  that  fall;  and  finally  beat 
down  Satan  under  our  feet.  May  it  please 
thee  to  succour,  help,  and  comfort  all  that 
are  in  danger,  necessity,  and  tribulation ; 
and  to  have  mercy  upon  all  men. 

We  beseech  thee,  O  Lord,  to  give  us  true 
repentance ;  to  forgive  us  all  our  sins,  neg- 
Ugeiices,  and  ignorances;  and  to  endue  us 
with  the  grace  of  thy  Holy  Spirit,  that  we 
may  amend  our  lives  according  to  thy  holy 
word.  We  humbly  beseech  thee,  O  Father, 
merdfvlUy  to  look  Mipon  our  infirmities \  ^^A 
For  the  glory  of  thy  name,  turn  ftom  w-a  ^ 
those  evUa  that  we  most  rigliteouBV:^\v^N^ 
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deserved :  and  grant,  that  in  all  our  trouble 
we  may  put  our  whole  trust  and  confidenc 
in  thy  mercy,  and  evermore  serve  thee  i 
holiness,  to  thy  honour  and  glory ;  throug 
our  only  Mediator  and  Advocate,  Jesu 
Christ  our  Lord.     Amen. 

HYMN 

For  Monday  Evening, 

Not  to  condemn  the  sons  of  men 

Did  Christ,  the  Son  of  God,  appear ; 

No  weapons  in  his  hands  are  seen, 
No  flaming  sword,  nor  thunder  there. 

Such  was  the  pity  of  our  God ; 

He  lov'd  the  race  of  men  so  well ; 
He  sent  his  Son  to  bear  our  load, 

And  save  our  guilty  souls  from  hell. 

Sinners,  believe  the  Saviour's  word ; 

Trust  in  his  mighty  name  and  live : 
A  thousand  joys  his  lips  afford  ; 

His  hands  a  thousand  blessings  give. 

PRAYER 

For  Monday  Evening, 
O  God,  our  maker  and  preserver,  wh 
^H  vest  us  our  being  at  first,  aii^  \vaa\.  ax^V^^ 
^^  to  this  moment ;  we  \Aess  tYiee,  \XvaX.  \Jo 
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didst  create  us  in  thine  own  image,  and  en- 
dow us  with  a  reasonable  soul,  that  we  might 
glorify  thee  and  enjoy  thee  for  ever.  But 
we  confess  with  shame  and  contrition,  that 
we  have  not  done  this ; .  we  have  loved  other 
things  more  than  thee;  we  have  feared 
other  things  more  than  offending  thee ;  and 
this  very  day,  O  merciful  Bedeemer,  too 
often  have  we  forgotten  thee,  the  author  of 
all  our  blessings,  and  the  fountain  of  all  our 
comforts.  Lord  have  mercy  upon  us,  misera- 
ble sinners. 

We  thank  thee,  O  Lord,  that  there  is  a 
mercy-seat  to  which  we  are  invited  to  come, 
that  we  may  obtain  pardon  for  the  past  and 
grace  for  tne  future.  O  let  us  not  pray  as 
the  hypocrites  do,  repeating  with  their  lips 
what  tney  do  not  feel  in  their  hearts ;  lest 
our  very  prayers  should  in  the  last  day  rise 
up  in  judgment  aeainst  us  and  condemn  us. 
May  we  really  feel  an  earnest  desire  for  thy 
pardoning  mercy  and  sanctifying  grace. 
Our  most  secret  thoughts  are  open  to  thee, 
as  well  as  our  words  and  actions.  Help  us, 
we  beseech  thee,  seriously  to  examine  our- 
selves this  night.  May  our  sins  be  brought 
to  remembrance;  and  may  v^e  wsA.  ^xiSJet 
them  to  escape &om  our  mindfi,  tWX'w^V'a^N^ 
s  good  hope   that  they  are  toT^vevv  %st 
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Christ's  sake.  Let  us  not  commit  ourselves 
to  rest  with  either  a  guilty  conscience,  or  a 
careless  heart.  But  may  we  lie  down  trust- 
ing in  the  merits  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ,  and  looking  to  him  for  the 
salvation  of  our  lost  souls. 

Suffer  us  not,  O  Lord,  to  suppose  that  by 
merely  bending  our  knees  in  prayer,  we  do 
all  that  is  required  of  us.    May  we  feel  that 

?rayer  is  designed  to  bring  our  sotik  near  to 
^hee,  to  make  us  like  thee ;  that  we  ask  in 
order  to  receive;  and  seek  that  we  may 
find.     O  Lord  bestow  upon  us  the  spirit  of 

Jrayer;  that  we  may  pour  out  our  very 
earts  before  thee,  as  our  heavenly  Father 
through  Jesus  Christ. 

As  thou  hast  taught  us  to  meet  together, 
and  to  offer  up  our  supplications  and  praises 
day  by  day ;  grant,  we  entreat  thee,  C>  Lord, 
that  in  so  doing,  though  in  our  imperfect 
manner,  we  may  become  more  spiritual, 
more  acquainted  with  thy  blessed  gospel ; 
that  we  may  love  thy  ways  and  ordmances 
with  increasing  fervour,  hate  sin  with  a 
more  perfect  hatred,  and  become  more  and 
more  nt  for  thine  eternal  kingdom.  O  make 
us  delight  to  prsiy  unto  thee  and  to  praise 
£4^  name.  Angels  love  to  sing  ik^  -^T^Jsa^^-, 
^^r saints  on  earth  delight  tovroMvvjXJftft^v 
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Oh  may  we  be  numbered*  among  them  both 
here^  and  in  glory  everlasting.     Amen. 


MEDITATION 

For  Tuesday  Morning. 

'  THE  FLESH  AND  SPIRIT. 

*•  O  wretched  man  that  I  am !  who  shall  de- 
"  liver  me  from  the  body  of  this  death  ?  I  thank 
"  God  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  So  then 
*'  with  the  mind  I  myself  serve  the  law  of  God  : 
"but  with  the  flesh  the  law  of  sin." — Rom.  vii. 
24,  25. 

The  remainder  of  in-dwelling  sin  is  a 
grievous  burden  to  the  regenerate  soul.  All 
that  are  bom  again  truly  delight  in  the  law 
of  God.  To  its  authority  they  most  cheer- 
fiilly  submit ;  and  in  that  submission  they 
enjoy  a  holy  complacency.  They  delight 
not  only  in  the  promises^  but  also  in  the  pre- 
cepts and  prohibitions  of  the  Word.  Of 
these  gracious  delights  the  soul  is  the  seat 
and  residence :  they  are^  therefore^  sincere 
and  serious.  The  new  man  is  called  l\ve 
inner  man,  the  hidden  man  o?  l\ie\v^^x\*. 
The  corrupt  nature^  however,  tVe  \MXt^^^- 
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nerate  part,  is  continually  working  towardi 
sin,  ana  engages  the  soul  in  a  perpetua 
warfare.  Foiled  in  the  contest,  the  hean 
faints  and  seems  ready  to  perish.  Neverthe 
less  there  is  yet  comfort  from  the  covenant  o 
grace :  which  accepts  the  willinffness  of  th< 
spirit;  and  has  provided  pardon  for  th< 
weaknesses  of  the  flesh,  rest  for  the  weary 
and  strength  against  prevailing  iniquities. 
There  is  an  all-sufficient  friend — evei 
Christ  Jesus.    He  is  the  mediator  of  all  6m 

Erayers  and  all  our  praises.  And  througl 
im  God  pities,  and  spares,  and  pardons,  anc 
lays  not  our  sins  to  our  charge.  Yea  more 
Cnrist  has  purchased  for  us  all  the  graces  o: 
the  new  covenant,  and  in  due  time  deliver 
ance, — even  an  everlasting  holiness.  Blessec 
be  God,  who  giveth  us  the  victory  througl 
Christ  our  Lord. 


HYMN 

For  Tuesday  Morning. 

Holy  Lord  God !  I  love  thy  truth, 
Iwor  dare  thy  least  commandments  slig^ht ; 
Yet  shrink  hetort  thy  Just  xe^ioo^, 
^^d  own  the  condemnatioTi  t\^X., 
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But,  though  the  poison  lurks  within, 
Hope  bids  me  still  with  patience  wait, 

Till  death  shall  set  me  free  from  sin, 
Free  from  the  only  thing  I  hate. 

JIad  I  a  throne  above  the  rest, 
W    Where  angels  and  archangels  dwell ; 
One  sin  unslain  within  my  breast. 

Would  make  that  heaven  as  dark  as  hell. 

Hut  Oh !  no  foe  invades  the  bliss, 

When  glory  crowns  the  Christian's  head ; 

One  sight  of  Jesus  as  He  is. 
Shall  strike  all  sin  for  ever  dead. 

PRAYER 

For  Tuesday  Morning. 

O  most  holy  and  mercifiil  Father,  with 
sorrowfiil,  humble,  and  penitent  hearts,  we 
cast  ourselves  down  before  thee,  confessing 
that  we  have  sinned  against  heaven  and  in 
thy  sight,  and  are  no  more  worthy  to  be 
called  thy  children.  We  remember  in  the 
bitterness  of  our  souls,  how  many  obligations 
thou  hast  laid  upon  us  to  love  and  serve  thee. 
How  often  have  we  acknowledged  the  wis- 
dom and  goodness  of  thy  commawd&  I  H.o^ 
Jlrequently  have  we  promised  audi  \ov?^^  \a 
conform  ourselves  to  them  I   T  ot,  ^.^^\tv  otl^ 
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again,  has  the  slightest  temptation  drawn 
us  aside  from  thy  way. 

But  again  would  we  return  unto  thee,  say- 
ing— "Take  away  all  iniquity,"  "receive 
us  graciously,"  and  "  love  us  freely."  With- 
draw not  the  sweet  influences  of  thy  HcjIk 
Spirit  from  thy  unworthy  servants,  who  eS 
tirely  confide  m  thy  mercy.  Hide  not  thy 
face  from  us ;  put  not  thy  servants  away  in 
anger.  Hast  thou  not  promised  to  give 
power  to  the  faint,  and  to  increase  the 
strength  of  them  that  have  no  might. 

We  desire  not  only  pardon  of  our  sins,  but 
a  divine  power  to  enable  us  to  subdue  them ; 
and  that  our  repentance  may  be  such  as 
shall  not  need  to  be  repented  of.  We  desire 
no  peace,  O  Lord,  but  in  keeping  thy  law. 
O  strengthen  us,  we  beseech  thee,  in  this 
holy  disposition ;  that  we  may  be  kept  in 
thy  favour  and  love,  by  a  happy  agreement 
with  thy  will  and  pleasure  in  all  things. 

Sanctify  our  understanding,  that  we  may 
rightly  perceive  thy  holy  truths,  and  ftiUy 
apprehend  them.  Sanctify  our  memory  that 
we  may  keep  in  mind  all  that  we  know  of 
thee,  and  of  thy  blessed  will  revealed  to  us 
in  Christ  Jesus  our  L*ord.  Sanctify  our  rjoilly 
that  it  may  cheerfully  embTaee,  «L\AeTv\!Yt^ 
coment  to  thine  in  all  thinga.    -NxvSl  ^^.tloXI^ 
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all  our  affections,  that  we  may  love  thee  with 
all  our  heart,  and  soul,  and  strength ;  and 
delight  in  thee  more  than  in  all  the  plea- 
sures of  this  life.  Sanctify  our  passions, 
that  we  may  be  angry  at  nothing  so  much 
as  having  displeased  thee. 

Sanctify  us  throughout  in  body,  as  well  as 
in  spirit ;  that  we  may  possess  it  in  holiness 
and  honour ;  and*  that  all  our  senses  may 
administer  occasion  to  our  minds  to  remem- 
ber thee,  to  praise  thee,  and  to  bless  thee. 
Fortify  our  wills  with  the  power  of  thy 
divine  love,  that  we  may  overcome  all  sen- 
sual affections.  And  possess  us  with  such 
a  lively  hope  of  those  good  things  which 
Christ  has  promised  in  the  life  to  come; 
that  it  may  make  us  active  and  zealous, 
steadfast  and  unmoveable,  always  abound- 
ing in  the  work  of  the  Lord,  knowing  that 
our  labour  shall  not  be  in  vain  in  the  Lord. 

Thou  knowest  the  secrets  of  all  hearts ; 
let  thy  mercy,  O  Lord,  be  upon  us  according 
as  we  hope  in  thee.  Enable  us  to  cleave 
unto  thee  with  full  purpose  of  heart.  "  O 
cast  us  not  away  from  thy  presence,  and 
take  not  thy  Holy  Spirit  from  us.  Create 
in  us  clean  hearts,  O  God,  and  renew  ti^ht 
spirits  within  us.  Make  our  Yveaxt^  wiwxA. 
w   thjr  statutes,    that   we  may  Tie\ct  \i^ 
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ashamed.  Keep  back  thy  servants  also  fro 
presumptuous  sins ;  let  them  not  have  d 
minion  over  us.  Let  the  words  of  our  moutl 
and  the  meditations  of  our  hearts^  he  accej 
able  in  thy  sight,  O  Lord,  our  strength,  ai 
our  Redeemer."     Amen. 


HYMN, 

For  Tuesday  Evening. 

Dread  Sovereign  !  let  my  evening  song 

Like  holy  incense  rise ; 
Assist  the  offerings  of  my  tongue 

To  reach  the  lofty  skies. 

Through  all  the  dangers  of  the  day 
Thy  hand  was  still  my  guard ; 

And  still  to  drive  my  wants  away, 
Thy  mercy  stood  prepared. 

Perpetual  blessings  from  above 

Encompass  me  around ; 
But  Oh !  how  few  returns  of  love 

Hath  my  Creator  found  ! 

What  have  I  done  for  him  that  died 
To  save  my  wretched  soul ; 
How  are  my  follies  mu\t\p\\ed 
Fast  as  my  minutes  xo\i\ 


TUESDAY    EVENING.  31 

Lord,  with  this  ^ilty  heart  of  mine, 

To  thy  dear  cross  I  flee ; 
And  to  thy  grace  my  soul  resi^, 

To  be  renew'd  by  thee. 

Thus  with  my  thoughts  composed  to  peace, 

I  give  my  eyes  to  sleep ; 
Thy  hand  in  safety  keeps  my  days. 

And  will  my  slumbers  keep. 

PRAYER 

For  Tuesday  Evening, 

O  Father  of  mercies,  the  fountain  of  all  the 
good  things  we  enjoy  at  present,  and  the 
nope  of  our  souls  for  ever  and  ever,  again 
would  we  return  unto  thee  blessing,  and 
glory,  and  honour,  and  praise  for  all  thy 
goodness  towards  us.  Blessed  be  thy  name 
for  thy  renewed  kindness  to  us  throughout 
the  day  past,  in  our  spiritual  and  temporal 
concerns ;  and  for  the  liberty  thou  now  grant- 
est  us  of  drawing  near  unto  thee. 

Pardon,  0  Lord,  whatsoever  thou  hast 
seen  in  us  in  thought,  word,  and  deed  con- 
trary to  thy  holy  law;  and  grant  us  an  ear- 
nest desire  to  approve  ourselves  unto  thee  in 
all  well-doiflg-.  it  is  but  just  ai\diea^o\\siXX^ 
that  we  should  follow  thy  will,  aivQi  tvoV  wvx 
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own.  And  in  a  grateful  sense  of  our  obliga- 
tions to  thee,  we  ought  to  employ  all  our 
powers  of  soul  and  b<3y  to  thy  glory.  Such 
IS  the  goodness  of  thy  will,  that  to  be  abso- 
lutely led  and  governed  by  it  is  our  highest 
happiness  and  our  most  reasonable  service. 
Make  us  deeply  sensible,  O  Lord,  how  great- 
ly we  are  indebted  to  thee  both  for  teaching 
us  by  Christ  Jesus,  and  also  strongly  oblig- 
ing us  to  exercise  ourselves  in  all  godliness, 
purity,  righteousness,  humility,  goodness, 
and  truth. 

We  thank  thee  for  the  holy  example  he 
has  condescended  to  set  us ;  for  the  hope 
thou  hast  given  us  by  his  blood ;  for  the  gra- 
cious aids  of  thy  Spirit  to  enable  us  to  imitate 
and  obey  him ;  and  for  the  exceeding  great 
and  precious  promises  of  grace  here,  and 
eternal  glory  hereafter,  which  he  has  given 
us,  to  encourage  us  to  follow  him  willingly 
and  cheerfully  even  unto  death.  O  that  we 
may  have  a  lively  and  steadfast  faith  in  his 
word,  continually  abiding  in  our  hearts ;  ex- 
citing us  to  unwearied  diligence,  zeal,  and 
love,  and  patient  continuance  in  well-doing : 
that  so  our  hope  in  thee  may  grow  and  in- 
crease^ and  that  we  may  joyfully  expect  that 
hour  which  shall  translate  \x&  lo  \Xi^  \i\i&^&l 
presence. 
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To  thy  care,  O  heavenly  Father,  we  com- 
mit ourselves,  and  all  that  we  are  and  have, 
this  night.  We  beseech  thee  to  defend  and 
keep  us  both  in  soul  and  body,  from  all  the 
evils  and  dangers  to  which  the  weakness  of 
our  frame,  and  the  greatness  of  our  sins  ex- 
pose us.  May  we  be  refreshed  by  comfort- 
able rest ;  and  rise  a^^ain  to  serve  thee  better, 
according  to  thy  wifi,  in  all  the  duties  of  the 
following  day.  Shouldest  thou  be  pleased  to 
give  us  another  day  of  trial,  may  we  be  ena- 
bled to  add  repentance  and  amendment  to 
our  lives.  And  may  every  day  bring  us 
nearer  to  those  everlasting  joys  and  glories 
which  thou  hast  prepared  lor  tnem  that  love 
thee.  We  ask  all  m  the  name  of  our  dear 
Redeemer ;  to  whom,  with  thyself,  0  Father, 
and  the  Holy  Spirit,  be  ascribed  everlasting 
praise.     Amen. 


MEDITATION 

For  Wednesday  Morning. 

THE  PRODIGAL  SON. 

"  And  Jesus  said,  A  certain  man  had  two  sons. 

"And  the  younger  of  them  said  to  W^^VisNKt^ 

"Father,  give  me  tAe  portion  of  good^lWl'l^^^iix 

"to  me.     And  he  divided  unto  t\iem\\\"s  \\n\\v^ 
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"  And  not  many  days  after,  the  younger  son  ga- 
"  thered  all  together,  and  took  his  journey  into  a 
"  far  country ;  and  there  wasted  his  suhstance 
"  with  riotous  living.  And  when  he  had  spent 
"  all,  there  arose  a  mighty  famine  in  that  land ; 
''  and  he  began  to  be  in  want.  And  he  went  and 
"joined  himself  to  a  citizen  of  that  country  ;  and 
"  he  sent  him  into  his  fields  to  feed  swine.  And 
"he  would  fain  have  filled  his  belly  with  the 
"  husks  that  the  swine  did  eat :  and  no  man  gave 
"  unto  him.  And  when  he  came  to  himself,  he 
"  said.  How  many  hired  servants  of  my  father's 
"  have  bread  enough  and  to  spare,  and  I  perish 
"  with  hunger !  I  will  arise  and  go  to  my  fether, 
"and  will  say  unto  him.  Father,  I  have  sinned 
"against  heaven  and  before  thee,  and  am  no 
"  more  worthy  to  be  called  thy  son ;  make  me 
"  as  one  of  thy  hired  servants.  And  he  arose, 
"  and  came  to  his  father.  But  when  he  was  yet 
"  a  great  way  off,  his  father  saw  him,  and  had 
"  compassion,  and  ran,  and  fell  on  his  neck,  and 
"kissed  him.  And  the  son  said  unto  him, 
"  Father,  I  have  sinned  against  heaven,  and  in 
"  thy  sight,  and  am  no  more  worthy  to  be  called 
"  thy  son.  But  the  father  said  to  his  servants, 
"  Bring  forth  the  best  robe,  and  put  it  on  him  ; 
"  and  put  a  ring  on  his  hand,  and  shoes  on  his 
"  feet :  And  bring  hither  the  fatted  calf,  and  kill 
"it;  and  let  us  eat  and  be  merry  :  For  this  my 
''son  was  dead,  and  is  alive  agam  •,  Yve  yia'^  Vs&n 
'^nd  is  found.^^I^Xike  itv.  11— ^^4. 
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Such  were  we !  and  such  is  our  heavenly 
Father !  Thus  is  the  sinner  enriched  by  his 
bounty,  and  UHgrateful  for  his  love!  and 
such  ne  remains  till  a  Father's  rod  brings 
him  to  himself;  till  Divine  gracp  affects  his 
heart  with  penitential  sorrow  and  filial  love. 
Then,  and  not  till  then,  he  says,  "I  will 
arise  and  go  to  my  Father." 

But  Oh !  let  us  behold,  with  wonder  and 
gratitude,  the  gracious  reception  he  meets 
with  from  injured  goodness,  from  Divine 
love! 

The  father  sees  him  afar  off;  runs  to  meet 
and  embrace  him ;  interrupts  his  complaints 
and  confessions,  his  sorrows  and  his  fears, 
saying —  "  Bring  forth  the  best  robe  and  put 
it  on  him ;  and  put  a  ring  on  his  hand,  and 
shoes  on  his  feet ;  and  bring  hither  the  fatted 
calf,  and  kill  it ;  and  let  us  eat  and  be  merry." 

Thus  does  our  heavenly  Father  welcome 
the  humble  penitent !  Thus  does  he  open 
the  arms  of  his  love  to  embrace  him,  and  the 
treasures  of  his  bounty  to  enrich  him.  He 
arrays  him  with  the  robe  of  a  Saviour's 
righteousness ;  dresses  him  in  the  ornaments 
of  sanctifying  grace ;  honours  him  with  the 
tokens  of  adopting  love ;  and  m\e^\&  VVssv 
fFith  the  imm  unities  of  his  diMxew.  kxA.^ 
Ms  he  does  with  unutterable  de\\s'W<.\    ^^ 
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rejoices  over  him  with  singing !  And  t 
the  joyful  language  of  the  song — "  Th 
son  was  dead^  and  is  alive  again:  hewai 
and  is  found !" 

HYMN 
For  Wednesday  Morning, 

Heavenly  Father ! — to  this  name, 
May  we  humhly  lay  our  claim  ? 
Worms  on  earth,  and  thou  above ! 
May  we  dare  to  ask  thy  love  ? 

Yes !  from  far,  thy  love  can  see 
Our  first  wish  to  come  to  thee ; 
Ere  we  ask,  thine  ear  can  hear ; 
Bid  the  trembling  feet  draw  near. 

Love  can  lay  its  anger  by ; 
Love  can  bid  the  tear  be  dry  ; 
Love  can  spread  its  arms  around ; 
Love  can  say, "  My  son  is  found." 

While  we  seek  the  meanest  place, 
At  the  footstool  of  thy  grace ; 
While  we  heave  the  humble  sigh ; 
Bid  us,  "Abba,  Father,"  cry. 

Strangers  now  no  more  to  roam, 
In  our  Father's  house  at  home : 
Sons  and  daughters  may  vife  \i«^ 
One  with  Jesus  I — one  Yf\\L\i1Vv%e\ 
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PRAYER 

For  Wednesday  Morning. 
Our  Father  which  art  in  heav en>  we  would 
love  thee  as  the  author  of  our  being,  as  the 
Father  of  our  spirits.  But  thou  art  still 
dearer  to  us  as  the  God  and  Father  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ ;  by  whom  thou  art  re- 
deeming sinners  unto  thyself,  calling  them 
out  of  darkness  into  marvellous  li^ht,  and 
creating  anew  thine  image  in  their  souls. 
Thou  art  adopting  them  into  thy  family,  and 
making  them  heirs  of  God,  and  joint  heirs 
with  Christ.  "Behold,  what  manner  of  love 
is  this,  that  we  should  be  called  the  sons  of 
God;"  and  provided  for  as  thy  children! 
Oh  let  this  name  of  Father,  and  our  relation 
to  thee,  be  our  glory,  our  refuge,  our  support, 
and  the  principle  of  our  love  and  obedience. 
Give  us  that  faith  and  humble  confidence  in 
prayer,  by  the  Spirit  of  grace  and  supplica- 
tion, that  we  may  approach  thee  in  all  our 
necessities  as  children  unto  a  father  more 
ready  to  give  than  we  are  to  ask.  May 
we  come  with  boldness  to  a  throne  of  grace 
that  we  may  obtain  mercy,  and  find  grace 
to  help  in  time  of  need.  Oh  let  the  Spirit 
of  thy  Son  breathe  continually  in  out  hearts, 
teaching  us  to  cry,  "Abba,  Fat^ieTT  NS^ 
would  seek  His  blessed  influences  rnXXixass^e 
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earnestness  than  our  daily  food.  We  know 
that  thou  art  more  ready  to  give  thy  Holy 
Spirit  to  them  that  ask  thee^  than  an  earthly 
parent  is  to  grant  bread  to  his  children. 
Guilty,  weak,  and  helpless  as  we  are,  it  is 
our  comfort,  that  thou — our  heavenly  Father 
— knowest  aU  our  wants,  and  wilt  supply 
them,  not  only  according  to  our  necessities, 
but  acccording  to  thy  riches  in  glory,  by 
Christ  Jesus.  Like  a  tender  parent,  thou 
art  ready  to  notice  the  earliest  desire  of  our 
souls  after  thee — the  feeblest  step  toward 
thee.  It  is  thine  own  gracious  promise — 
"  Before  they  ask,  I  wiU  answer ;  while  they 
are  yet  speaking,  I  will  hear."  Into  thine 
ear  would  we  pour  all  our  sorrows ;  and,  hav- 
ing cast  our  burdens  upon  thee,  would  go 
away  and  be  no  more  sad.  Let  us  not  only 
mourn ;  but  also  rejoice  before  thee,  as  the 
children  of  thy  love.  Lift  up  upon  us  the 
light  of  a  reconciled  father's  countenance. 
Let  no  allowed  sin  separate  between  us  and 
our  God.  Hide  not  thy  face  from  us.  Put 
not  thy  children  away  in  anger.  Leave  us 
not,  neither  forsake  us,  O  God  of  our  salva- 
tion. Oh  that  it  may  ever  be  the  joy  of  our 
hearts  to  be  righteous,  as  thou  art  righteous ; 
^o  be  merciful,  as  thou,  ouxYieavex^.^'S^xWx, 
^rt  merciful ;  to  be  holy  in  aWmwosvet  ofl  ^ovv- 
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rersation^  as  thou  art  holy.  Let  the  relation 
we  bear  to  thee  as  thy  children,  fill  us  with 
bve  and  kindness  toward  all  our  brethren  of 
nankind. 

Let  all  those  whom  thou  dost  own  for  thy 
children,  most  gracious  Father,  be  united  in 
lioly  bands  of  love ;  bearing  one  another's 
burdens,  and  joining  together  to  advance  the 
lonour  of  thy  name,  and  show  forth  thy 
praise.  And  at  last  may  we  all  make  up  one 
jreat  family  which  no  man  can  number,  and 
mite  in  ascribing  "  Glory  and  praise,  to  Him 
nrho  sitteth  upon  the  throne,  and  to  the 
Lamb  for  ever." 

And  since  thou  our  Father  dwellest  in 
leaven,  may  our  affections  be  raised  above 
3arthly  things ;  that  we  may  seek  heaven 
IS  our  country,  where  we  hope  to  possess 
;hose  mansions  which  Jesus — our  elder  bro- 
:her — ^has  prepared  for  us  in  our  Father's 
louse.  There  may  we  be  together,  with  his 
Father  and  our  Father,  witn  his  God  and 
mr  God!  Amen. 

HYMN 
For  Wednesday  Evening, 
My  Shepherd  is  the  living  God ; 

Now  shall  my  wants  be  weW  s,u^^\\^^\ 
His  providence  and  holy  word 
Become  my  safety  and  m^  g>x\de. 
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In  pastures  where  salvation  grows, 
He  makes  me  feed,  he  makes  me  rest ; 

There  living  water  gently  flows. 
And  all  the  food  's  divinely  blest. 

My  wandVing  feet  his  ways  mistake, 
But  he  restores  my  soul  to  peace ; 

And  leads  me,  for  his  mercy's  sake. 
In  pleasant  paths  of  righteousness. 

Though  caird  to  tread  the  gloomy  vale. 
Where  death  and  all  its  terrors  are ; 

My  heart  and  hope  shall  never  fail. 
For  Jesus  will  be  with  me  there. 


PRAYER 

For  Wednesday  Evening. 

Almighty  and  most  merciful  Father,  we 
have  erred  and  strajred  from  thy  ways  like 
lost  sheep ;  and  desire  to  draw  nign  unto 
thee,  confessing  with  shame  and  sorrow, 
that  we  have  foUowedtoo  much  the  devices 
and  desires  of  our  own  hearts.  We  have 
offended  against  thy  holy  laws :  we  have  left 
undone  those  things  which  we  ought  to  have 
done ;  and  we  have  done  those  things  which 
we  oug-ht  not  to  have  done.  Lord  have 
Jnerejrupon  us  miserable  smuet^*,  ^tA^^nq; 
^s  through  faith  in  tlie\Aoo3Lo?  \)K^\i^Q»N^^ 
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Son,  Odrawustothvself  with  cords  of  love. 
We  know  that  thou  dost  not  desire  the  death 
of  a  sinner;  but  wouldest  rather  that  ho 
should  be  converted  and  live.  Turn  us,  O 
God,  and  we  shaU  be  turned;  for  thou  art 
the  Lord  our  God.  Admit  us  again  into  thy 
family ;  though  we  are  unworthy  to  be  called 
thy  cnildren;  our  sins  and  ourmiquities  re- 
member no  more. 

Thou  hast  made  known  thyself  to  us  as  a 
God  ready  to  pardon,  and  not  willing  that 
any  should  perish,  but  that  all  should  come 
to  repentance — as  having  given  thine  only- 
begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  believeth  in 
.him  should  not  perish,  but  have  everlasting 
life.  O  Lord,  we  believe ;  help  thou  our  un- 
belief. Enable  us  to  rely  more  simply  and 
entirely  on  Jesus,  as  exalted  to  be  a  Prince 
and  a  Saviour,  to  give  repentance  and  re- 
mission of  sins. 

Forgive,  O  Lord,  we  beseech  thee,  what- 
ever has  been  sinful  in  our  conduct,  conver- 
sation, and  temper  through  the  day  ^ast ; 
and  graciously  accept  and  bless  us  this  night. 
Spare  us,  O  Lord,  if  it  be  thy  holy  will, 
to  see  the  light  of  another  day ;  and  mer- 
ciftdly  preserve  both  our  souls  and  bodies 
ht}m  every  evil.  Grant  that  in  VXv^  \XNSsrck.- 
mg  we  may  arise  in  health,  00181  m>^^«^- 
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creased  vigour,  thankfully  disposed  to 
praise  and  serve  thee.  And  Oh  that  the 
close  of  every  future  day  which  thou  shalt  J 
vouchsafe  to  afford  us,  may  find  us  more  dis- 
engaged from  the  present  world,  and  more  j 
desirous  after  a  better.  May  we  die  daily 
to  the  pleasures,  the  riches,  and  honours  of 
this  lire.  May  we  glorify  thee  on  earth, 
finish  the  work  thou  hast  given  us  to  do ;  and 
at  length,  in  thine  ovra  due  time,  be  re- 
ceived unto  thyself,  to  behold  thy  glory; 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 

Ana,  with  regard  to  the  time  and  circum- 
stances of  our  departure  hence,  we  most 
humbly  pray,  in  submission  to  thy  will,  O. 
Lord,  that  it  may  be  when  we  shall  be  best 
prepared,  and  in  the  most  holy  and  heavenly 
state  of  mind ;  when  we  shall  be  entirely  re- 
signed to  thee;  when  we  shall  have  the 
clearest  acts  of  faith  in  God  by  Jesus  Christ, 
hiffh  and  reverential  thoughts  of  thee,  and 
enlarged  affections  towards  thee.  And,  at 
that  awfiil  period,  when  called  to  enter  the 
conflict  with  the  king  of  terrors,  grant  us,  we 
beseech  thee,  O  Lord,  thy  protection  and 
cheering  presence.  May  we  be  delivered  from 
a]]  constemsition,  all  doubt  and  uncertainty 
^  to  our  everlasting  state ;  and,  2A.\et^^\Jft., 
^^partin  the  irell-gTOundedassxxx^iXLee^xW., 
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when  we  shall  be  absent  from  the  body,  we 
shall  be  present  with  the  Lord.    Amen. 


MEDITATION 

For  Thursday  Morning, 

THE  BREAD  OF  LIFE. 

'*I  am  the  living  bread  which  came  down 
^*  from  heaven :  If  auy  man  eat  of  this  bread  he 
'*  shall  live  for  ever :  and  the  bread  that  I  will 
'•  give  is  my  flesh,  which  I  will  give  for  the  life 
"of  the  world."— John  vi.  51. 

It  is  evident,  that  by  the  flesh  and  blood  of 
the  Son  of  Man,  repeatedly  mentioned  in 
this  chapter,  we  are  to  understand  the  Re- 
deemer incarnate  and  dying.  It  is  Christ 
and  him  crucified,  and  redemption  wrought 
out  by  him,  with  all  the  precious  benefits 
of  pardon,  acceptance  with  God,  the  adop- 
tion of  sons,  access  to  a  throne  of  grace,  the 
promises  of  the  covenant,  and  eternal  life. 
These  are  called  the  flesh  and  the  blood  of 
Christ;  because  they  are  purchased  by  the 
breaking  of  his  body,  and  the  shedding  of  his 
blood. 

The  eating  and  drinking  of  this  spiritual 
food  begins  with  hungering  aT\^  >&a%"C\w^ 
fter  Christ;  with  earnest  and  \m^o\\AWNaX^ 
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desires  after  him ;  an  unwiUingness  to  take 
up  with  anything  short  of  an  interest  in  him ; 
and  an  application  of  his  sufferings  and  me- 
rits to  ourselves ;  a  delight  in  Jesus^  and  sal- 
vation by  him ;  and  a  dependence  upon  him 
for  the  support  and  comfort  of  our  spiritual 
life,  and  tne  increase  of  its  strength  and  vi- 
gour. 

It  is  a  fatal  sign  that  we  have  no  spiritual 
life  in  us,  if  we  have  no  desire  towards  Christ, 
nor  delight  in  him.  If  the  soul  doth  not 
hunger  and  thirst,  it  certainly  doth  not  live. 
Faitn  in  Christ  is  the  first  hving  principle 
of  grace :  by  faith  we  have  a  close  and  inti- 
mate union  with  Christ;  he  is  in  us,  and  we 
in  him.  Whoso  eateth  my  flesh,  and  drink- 
eth  my  blood,  as  set  forth  in  the  Gospel  to 
be  the  food  of  souls,  he  hath  eternal  life ;  he 
hath  it  now ;  he  has  the  foretaste  of  it,  and 
the  hope  of  it,  and  the  assurance  of  it :  "  Be- 
cause I  live  ye  shall  live  also !"     Amen. 

HYMN 

For  Thursday  Morning. 

O  happy  Christian !  who  can  boast 
The  Son  of  God  is  mine ; 
Happy,  though  humble  in  l\ie  dLM^\.\ 
Rich  in  this  gift  divixie* 
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He  lives  the  life  of  heav'n  below ; 

And  shall  for  ever  live ; 
This  heavenly  bread  shall  life  bestow, 

And  endless  vigour  give. 

That  life  we  ask  with  bended  knees ; 

Nor  will  the  Lord  deny ; 
Celestial  mercy  will  not  see 

Its  humble  suppliants  die. 

.That  life  Thou  gav'st  for  praise  alone 

O  grant  continued  breath ; 
Taught  by  experience,  may  we  own 

That  praise  can  live  in  death. 

PRAYER 

For  Thursday  Morning. 

TO  KNOW  MORE  OF  CHRIST. 

O  thou  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
id  God  of  all  glory,  who  hast  so  loved  the 
orld,  as  to  give  thine  only-begotten  Son, 
lat  whosoever  believeth  in  him  should  not 
erish,  but  have  everlasting  life;  have 
lercy  upon  us,  miserable  sinners.  Prepare 
iir  Hearts  to  seek  thee,  and  answer  us  ac- 
>rding  to  the  multitude  of  thy  tender  mer- 
es. 

We  mourn  over  our  ingratitude,  ^w^\!iv'^ 
rdncss  and  impenitency  o£   out  Ve^^tV.^ 
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But  above  all,  we  bewail  our  unbelief  of  the 
blessed  record  thou  hast  given  us  of  thy 
beloved  Son.  Though  we  nave  read  of  his 
glory,  how  little  does  it  affect  us !  Though 
ne  has  a  name  which  is  above  every  name, 
in  heaven  or  on  earth,  how  little  do  we  love 
him  for  all  that  he  has  done  and  suffered  on 
our  behalf! 

Have  compassion  upon  us,  O  Lord,  and 
help  us.  Give  us,  according  to  thine  own 
most  gracious  promise,  the  Spirit  of  truth 
to  open  our  understanding,  that  we  may 
understand  the  things  which-the  Scriptures 
reveal  of  thy  Son  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 
O  give  us  the  spirit  of  wisdom  and  revela- 
tion in  the  knowledge  of  him — of  his  person 
and  offices ;  of  his  love  and  power  towards  all 
that  hear  his  voice  and  follow  him.  May 
we  so  abound  in  clear,  enlarged,  and  endear- 
ing thoughts  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that 
he  may  be  precious  to  us,  as  he  was  to  the 
glorious  company  of  the  Apostles,  and  the 
noble  army  of  martyrs.  Thou,  O  God,  hast 
declared,  that  thy  Son  shall  be  exalted  and 
extolled,  and  be  very  high:  help  us,  we 
earnestly  pray  thee,  to  give  him  more  and 
more  perfectly  the  honour  due  unto  his 
name.  Enable  us  to  com"!pTe\veTvdL  V\\!sv  ^\!l 
^&mts  the  immeasurable  exleiil  o^\»aVss^, 
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in  its  breadth  and  lengthy  its  height  and 
depth. 

Grant,  O  Lord,  that  the  Saviour's  love  to 
us  may  be  the  pattern  of  ours  to  all  that  are 
about  us.  May  we  make  him  our  pattern, 
as  he  is  our  hope.  May  we  put  on  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ;    and  be  clothed  in  all  the 

Saces  which  shone  so  conspicuously  in  him. 
ay  nothing  be  so  dear  to  us  in  tms  world, 
as  to  be  partakers  of  his  holiness,  his  humi- 
Uty,  his  goodness  and  charity,  his  meekness, 
patience,  and  resignation ;  his  entire  trust 
m  thee,  and  delight  to  do  the  will  of  his 
heavenly  Father.  Fix  our  minds  and  affec- 
tions more  steadfastly  on  that  glory  where- 
with he  is  crowned,  by  his  obedient  suffering 
even  unto  death ;  that  we  may  never  be 
weary  nor  faint  in  our  minds;  but,  con- 
tinuing faithful  unto  death,  may  receive  the 
crown  of  life. 

We  commit  to  thee  this  day  both  our  souls 
and  bodies ;  beseeching  thee  to  increase  our 
love  to  thee,  and  to  all  men,  till  we  are  fit  to 
be  translated  to  the  regions  of  love  and  joy ; 
where  the  harmony  of  praise  shall  never  be 
interrupted  by  sins,  or  griefs,  or  fears,  or 
discord ;  but  snail  be  everlastingly  "oeTfe^^., 
to  our  joy  and  to  thy  glory ;  throM^  ie^M^ 
Christ  our  Lord. 
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HYMN 

Fcyr  Thursday  Evening, 

Jesus !  I  love  thy  charming  name : 

'Tis  music  to  my  ear : 
Fain  would  I  sound  it  out  so  loud, 

That  earth  and  heav'n  should  hear. 

Yes,  thou  art  precious  to  my  soul ; 

My  transport,  and  my  trust : 
Jewels  to  thee  are  gaudy  toys. 

And  gold  is  sordid  dust. 

All  my  capacious  powers  can  wish. 

In  thee  doth  richly  meet : 
Nor  to  mine  eyes  is  light  so  dear, 

Nor  friendship  half  so  sweet. 

Thy  grace  still  dwells  upon  my  heart, 
And  sheds  its  fragrance  there ; 

The  noblest  halm  of  all  its  wounds, 
The  cordial  of  its  care. 

A  THANKSGIVING  PRAYER 

For  Thursday  Evening, 

O  most  High  and  Holy  One,  who  inhal 

est  eternity,  and  art  God  over  all,  bles 

for  evermore ;  happy  are  they  who  stand  c 

tinually  in  thy  presence,  «iw«L^"^  ^iKvVri 

loving,  and  obeying  thee-,  ^nckaiceyJ\K«k 
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thy  love  and  favour.  Thou  art  worthy,  O 
Lord,  to  receive  from  us,  and  from  thy  whole 
creation,  blessing  and  honour,  and  glory,  and 

Eower ;  for  thou  art  great,  and  greatly  to 
e  praised.  All  the  host  of  heaven  continu- 
ally praise  thee;  and  so  ought  the  uni- 
versal church  on  earth,  saying,  "  Holy,  holy, 
holy.  Lord  God  Almighty,  which  was,  and 
is,  and  is  to  come !  '* 

Praised  be  thy  sovereign  goodness,  which 
spreads  itself  over  all  thy  works.  "O  Lord, 
.  how  manifold  are  they ! "  '*  Thou  openest 
thine  hand,  and  fiUest  all  things  living  with 
plenteousness."  Through  thy  mercy,  O 
Lord,  we  can  from  our  own  experience  bear 
abundant  testimony  to  thy  goooness.  O  how 
pleasant  and  wonderful  is  it  to  recount  all 
the  instances  of  thy  patience  with  us,  and 
thy  bounty  towards  us !  In  the  day  of  trou- 
ble thou  hast  been  our  defence  and  our  re- 
fuge. In  our  distress  we  cried  unto  thee, 
and  thou  hast  enlarged  us.  Blessed  be  God, 
who  hath  not  cast  away  our  prayer,  nor  his 
mercy  from  us.  When  our  feet  have  slipped, 
thy  mercy,  O  Lord,  held  us  up. 

But  especially  would  we  adore,  O  Lord, 
the  breadth,  and  length,  and  depth,  and 
height  of  thy  love  in  Christ  Jes\i«  V  ^^'^  ^'^'^ 
sbouldest  ''so  love  the  world  a»  lo  ^vi^  XJwj 
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well-beloved  Son,"  that  we,  who  were  far  off, 
might  be  brought  nigh  by  the  blood  of  his 
cross.  Blessed  be  thy  name  for  all  the  means 
which  thou  hast  provided,  that  we  might  be 
led  to  the  knowledge  of  thy  great  love.  We 
glorify  thee,  Q  Heavenly  Father,  if  thou, 
who  didst  command  the  light  to  shine  out 
of  darkness,  hast  '*  shined  into  our  hearts  to 
^ve  us  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God 
in  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ." 

Glory  be  to  thee,  O  God,  for  the  gracious 
visitations  of  thy  Holy  Spirit,  enligntening 
our  minds,  drawing  our  will  towards  thee, 
eixciting  in  us  holy  desires,  and  forming  pious 
purposes  and  resolutions  in  our  hearts. 
How  often  hast  thou  spared  us  when  we 
deserved  thine  anger!  From  how  many 
assaults  of  the  enemy  have  we  been  guarded ! 
And  how  many  of  his  designs  have  been 
defeated  by  an  invisible  and  undeserved 
goodness  !  O  how  great  ought  our  joy  to  be 
in  thy  love,  and  in  thy  salvation !  To  thee, 
O  Lord,  ought  we  to  resign  ourselves  with 
the  greatest  willingness  of  heart,  to  hope 
and  trust  in  thee  at  all  times ;  and  to  stuay 
to  glorify  thee  more  and  more  with  our  bodies 
ana  spirits  which  are  thine.  We  would 
desire  no  greater  honowt  axA V^yC^'^'®*  ^^ 
this  world  than  to  live  to  t\ve  ^t^iae  ^xA^^cpcn 
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of  thv  grace  in  Chiist  Jesus ;  walkmg  worthy 
of  him  who  hath  called  us  to  thy  kmgdoni 
auid  ghny.     Our  Father.  &c. 


MEDITATION 

For  Riday  Jiormuig. 

THE   EXAMPLE  OP  JESUS. 

**  llien  oomech  Jesas  from  Galilee  to  Jordan 
**  unto  John,  to  be  baptized  df  him.  But  John 
**  forbad  him,  saying,  I  hare  need  to  be  baptized 
**  of  thee,  and  comest  thou  to  me  ?  And  Jesus 
**  answering  said  unto  him.  Suffer  it  to  be  so  now ; 
''for  thus  it  becometh  us  to  fiiUil  all  righteous- 
^  ness.  Then  he  suffered  him.  A nd  Jesus,  when 
**  he  was  baptized,  wait  up  straightway  out  of  the 
**  water ;  and,  lo,  the  hearens  were  qpened  unto 
''him,  and  he  saw  the  Spirit  of  Grod  descending 
*^  like  a  dove,  and  lighting  upon  him.  And,  lo,  a 
**  voice  from  heaven,  saying,  this  is  my  beloved 
"  Son,  in  whom  I  am  well  pleased." — Matt  iii. 
13—17. 

Thus  it  becometh  us  to  fulfil  all  righte- 
ousness :  thus  it  becomes  the  penitent  sinner 
to  put  off  the  old  man  and  to  put  on  the  new ; 
to  oie  unto  sin,  and  to  rise  unto  newness  of 
]ife.  Tlius  it  becomes  us  to  wasktYveXwA^ , 
in  token  of  that  purity  of  lieart,  Nn\>DLwX. 
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which  none  shall  see  God.  Thus  it  became 
him  who  condescended  to  be  the  leader,  pat* 
tern,  and  ffuide  of  his  people,  to  leave  then 
an  example ;  to  show  them  the  purity  anc 
*  holiness  required  in  the  gospel  kingdom. 
The  blessed  Jesus  was  our  example ;  nol 
only  as  to  the  outward  and  visible  sign,  bul 
also  as  to  the  inward  and  spiritual  grace 
While  looking  up  and  praying,  he  was  pre- 
paring for  his  glorious  offices ;  and  making 
ready  that  heavenly  kingdom  which  wa$ 
now  to  be  founded ;  preparing  to  be  King 
of  Sion — King  of  saints.  He  was  prepar- 
ing that  great  sacrifice  which  was  to  atone 
for  the  sins  of  the  world ;  perfecting  himseli 
through  suffering,  that  he  miffht  bring  manj 
sons  to  glory.  While  thus  looking  up  and 
oflFering  himself  up  for  this  great  work,  be- 
hold !  the  heavens  were  opened  unto  him : 
and  the  Father  shed  abroad  the  light  of  hig 
countenance ;  the  divine  Spirit  was  poured 
forth  without  measure  upon  him,  as  a  spirit 
of  might,  and  of  power,  and  of  adoption, 
And,  lo!  a  voice  from  heaven,  saying, 
**  Thou  art  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  1  am 
well  pleased." 
As  suchj  blessed  Jesus,  may  our  souls  re- 
ce/ve  Thee,  full  of  grace  awd  ImVJtv.  ^ff 
^^J^estljr  pray,  that  somethitig  o?  V)mjA. VO^ 
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nction  may  descend  from  Thee  upon  our 
ouIb.  May  thy  enlivening  Spirit  kindle 
M  sacred  flame  there  with  such  vigour,  that 
lany  waters  may  not  be  able  to  quench  it, 
or  floods  of  temptation  overwhelm  us. 

HYMN    . 

For  Friday  Morning, 

My  dear  Redeemer  and  my  Lord, 
I  read  my  duty  in  thy  word ; 
But  in  thy  life  the  law  appears 
Drawn  out  in  living  characters. 

Such  was  thy  truth,  and  such  thy  zeal ; 
Such  deference  to  thy  Father's  will ; 
Such  love,  and  meekness  so  divine ; 
I  would  transcribe  and  make  them  mine. 

Cold  mountains,  and  the  midnight  air, 
Witness'd  the  fervour  of  thy  prayer ; 
The  desert  thy 'temptation  knew, 
Thy  conflict  and  thy  vict'ry  too. 

Be  thou  my  pattern ;-  make  me  bear 
More  of  thy  gracious  image  here : 
Then  God  the  judge  shall  own  my  name 
Amongst  the  followers  of  the  Lamb. 

PRAYER 

For  Friday  Morning. 
O  most  holy  and  blessed  XiOt^  XJcCvftft  ^^ 
e,  and  thee  we  ought  to  seive •    TlVo\Osn».^^ 
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made  us,  and  not  we  ourselves:  we  are, 
therefore,  not  our  own ;  but  bound  to  serve 
thee  with  our  bodies  and  spirits  which  are 
thine.  The  obligations  of  thy  law,  and  the 
,  endearments  of  tny  love,  render  it  our  in- 
dispensable duty  to  be  faithful  in  the  cove- 
nant of  our  God,  and  to  abound  in  the  work 
of  the  Lord.  May  thy  almighty  Spirit  so 
write  the  law  of  holiness  upon  our  minds, 
that  we  may  delight  in  it  after  the  inward 
man ;  that  it  may  be  our  meat  and  drink 
to  do  thy  will,  our  highest  pleasure  to  go 
about  doing  ^ood. 

Teach  us  the  value  of  time,  and  enable  us 
to  improve  it  to  the  best  advantage,  in  such 
duties  as  thou  hast  assigned  us.  May  we 
not  be  slothful  in  business ;  but  fervent  in 

Eirit,  serving  the  Lord.  To  thy  glory,  O 
)rd,  may  the  labours  of  life  be  pursued ; 
and  to  thy  glory  may  the  refreshments  of 
it  be  sought  and  enjoyed.  Whether  we  eat 
or  drink,  or  whatsoever  we  do,  may  we  do 
all  to  thy  glory. 

May  our  eyes  ever  be  watchful  to  observe 

the  descent  of  mercies  from  Thee :  and  may 

a  grateful  sense  of  thy  hand,  and  thy  love 

manifested  in  them,  add  an  unspeakable 

f^f/ue  to  them  all.     While  in  t^vis  ^otVA.  <it 

^J7a/,  may  we  accustom  ourselves  to  ex^^^l 


FRIDAY    MORNING.  55 

afflictions.  And  when  they  come,  may  we 
be  reconciled  to  them,  by  remembering  that 
they  come  from  Thee  ;  and  by  firmly  believ- 
ing, that  it  is  the  same  love  appoints  our 
daily  crosses,  which  gives  us  our  daily  bread. 
May  we  learn  to  take  them  up,  and  follow 
our  blessed  Lord  with  a  temper  like  that 
which  he  manifested  when  ascending  Cal- 
vary for  our  sakes.  Like  him  may  we  say 
in  every  hour  of  trial.  The  cup  which  my 
heavenly  Father  hath  given  me,  shall  I  not 
drink  it  ? 

Keep  us,  O  Iiord,  we  pray  thee,  amidst 
the  temptations  to  which  we  are  daily  ex- 
posed ;  make  us  sensible  of  our  own  weak- 
ness, that  our  hearts  may  be  perpetually 
raised  to  Thee  for  needful  supplies  of 
strength.  When  in  society  may  we  watch 
the  door  of  our  lips,  that  we  speak  not  un- 
advisedly. Enable  us  to  subdue  all  passion 
and  ill  will.  May  all  around  us  be  the 
better  for  us.  May  we  be  solicitous  daily 
to  be  answering  the  great  purposes  of  life 
by  honouring  thee,  and  diffusing  knowledge 
and  happiness  in  the  world.  Like  our 
blessed  Master  may  we  often  xetiT^  to  y^^^^^ 
and  do  Thou,  our  heavenly  ¥at\vet,  xsve^t 
us,  and  strengthen  us  with  all  mig^iX-M  ^^ 
Spjnt  m  the  inner  man. 
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May  we  enjoy  the  pleasure  of  thy  pre- 
sence, and  feel  its  animating  power  awaken- 
ing our  souls  to  an  earnest  desire  to  follow 
Jesus;  and,  in  our  imperfect  measure,  to 
fiilfil  all  righteousness.  Thus  may  this  day, 
and  all  our  days  be  spent. 

And,  O  Lord,  dispose  us  seriously  to  re- 
view the  actions  of  every  day ;  and  to  judge 
ourselves,  as  we  expect  to  be  judged  at  last 
by  Thee,  who  searchest  all  hearts:  that, 
when  our  Lord  shall  come,  we  may  hear  that 
joyful  sentence,  ^'Come  ye  blessed  of  my 
Father,  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for 
you  from  the  foundation  of  the  world." 
Grant  this,  we  beseech  thee,  O  merciful 
Father,  through  Jesus  Christ,  our  Mediator 
and  Redeemer.     Amen. 

HYMN 

For  Friday  Evening* 

Jesus,  mine  advocate  above, 
Let  me  not  hear  of  thee  alone ; 

But  make  the  wonders  of  thy  love 
By  sweet  experience  deeply  known. 

On  this  my  faith  would  fix  her  eye, 

My  lips  would  taste  thy  heavenly  grace ; 
Then  should  I  raise  thine  honour  high ; 
And  teach  a  thousand  ton^«&  VJk^  ^t^l^e. 
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The  sacred  flame  from  heart  to  heart, 
Should  with  a  rapid  progress  run ; 

Till  each  in  God  should  bear  a  part, 
In  sweet  communion  with  his  Son. 

PEAYER 

For  Friday  Evening, 

How  excellent  is  thy  mercy,  O  God !  and 
what  encouragement  hast  thou  ^ven  us  to 
put  our  trust  under  the  shadow  of  thy  wings ! 
Thou  art  the  bountiful  giver  of  the  good 
that  our  souls  desire,  and  the  merciful  with- 
holder  of  the  evil  that  our  sins  deserve. 
From  Thee  comes  all  our  help :  and  in  Thee 
may  we  repose  all  our  hope.  We  acknow- 
ledge thy  great  and  daily  goodness  to  us ; 
and  our  own  absolute  unworthiness  of  the 
least  of  all  thy  mercies.' 

We  would  take  shame  and  confusion  to 
ourselves,  that  we  have  so  little  improved, 
and  so  greatly  abused  thy  patience  with  us, 
and  the  various  instances  of  thy  bounty  to- 
wards us.  Thy  very  mercies  help  to  ag- 
gravate the  guilt  of  our  oflFences ;  because 
we  have  done  so  much  against  Thee,  after 
all  thou  hast  done,  and  art  continuallY  do- 
io^  Ar  us.  'Make  us,  0  Lord,  dee^Vj  ^««\r 
tent  and  bumbled  for  our  sina-  N^^ettoc^V 
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thy  gracious  favour  in  Jesus  Christ  for  the 
pardon  of  them.  Being  justified  by  faith, 
may  we  have  peace  with  God,  through  Je- 
sus Christ  our  Lord. 

And  as  we  pray  that  thou  wilt  be  to  us 
a  Father  of  mercies,  and  a  God  of  conso- 
lation ;  so  also  we  entreat  that  thou  wouldest 
make  us  followers  of  thee,  as  dear  children. 
Work  in  us  by  thy  Holy  Spirit  that  which 
is  well-pleasing  in  thy  sight.  Lord,  thou 
knowest  our  weakness,  and  the  temptations 
to  which  we  are  exposed ;  our  danger  from 
the  enemy  of  souls,  and  from  the  present 
world,  which  is  full  of  snares ;  and,  above  all, 
from  the  enemy  within — a  heart  deceitfril 
above  all  things,  and  desperately  wicked. 
Arm  us,  therefore,  we  pray  Thee,  with  the 
whole  armour  of  God ;  and  uphold  us  with 
thy  free  grace,  and  watch  over  us  for  good 
evermore. 

And  seeing,  O  Lord,  that  thou  art  yet 
pleased  to  hold  our  souls  in  life ;  and  to  make 
us  feel,  by  every  day's  experience,  how  gra- 
cious and  merciful  thou  art ;  give  us  hearts 
more  sensible  of  thy  great  love  to  us,  more 
inflamed  with  love  to  thee,  and  more  thank- 
fu]  for  the  hlessings  thou  art  pleased  tomul- 
^ypJy  upon  us.  And  cause  ua  to  ^o'H^fetXJa. 
^^y praise,  not  only  by  speaking  goodi  ol  ^i 


SATURDAY   MORNING.  59 

name,  but  by  ordering  our  conversation  as 
becomes  the  gospel  of  Christ. 

To  thy  mercy  do  we  humbly  commend  our- 
selves and  ours  this  night;  beseeching  thee 
to  visit  us  with  thy  salvation,  and  to  preserve 
us  in  soul  and  body  &om  all  evils  and  dan- 
gers, to  which  the  weakness  of  our  frame, 
and  the  greatness  of  our  sins  expose  us. 
May  our  repose  be  safe  and  refreshing ;  that 
we  may  rise  better  fitted  to  serve  thee  ac- 
cordii^  to  thy  wiU.  And  as  thou  addest  days 
and  mercies,  add  repentance  and  amend- 
ment to  our  days ;  that,  in  proportion  as  we 
draw  nearer  to  the  grave,  our  souls  may 
grow  fitter  for  heaven.  For  which  we  hope 
only  through  the  mediation  and  intercession 
of  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  who  is  the  same 
yesterday,  and  to-day,  and  for  ever.   Amen. 


MEDITATION 

FcT  Saturday  Morning. 

"  Be  of  good   cheer ;  I  have  overcome  the 
"  world.*' — John  xvi.  33. 

Temptations  are  fiery  darts,  thorns  in  the 
Sesb,  huffetings,  fightings,  comV>«A.'&,  \n»x^- 
ships,  and  sufferings.     Cluist  %\i\m\VX.^^\s> 
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them ;  because  he  would  humble  himself  to 
be  made  in  all  things  like  unto  his  brethren. 

There  is  no  conquest  without  a  combat. 
Christ  submitted  to  be  tempted,  that  he 
might  overcome  the  tempter.  Satan  tempt- 
ed the  first  Adam,  and  triumphed  over  him : 
but  he  was  not  to  triumph  always.  The 
second  Adam  vanquished  him,  and  led  Cap- 
tivity captive.  Let  saints  remember,  that, 
though  their  enemy  is  subtle,  yet  he  is  not 
invincible :  though  he  is  a  strong  man  §rmed, 
yet  the  Captain  of  our  Salvation  is  stronger 
than  he.  Our  ereat  High  Priest  knows  by 
experience  what  it  is  to  be  tempted;  and  is, 
therefore,  more  tenderly  touched  with  the 
feeling  of  our  infirmities.  But  it  is  still 
more  animating  to  bear  in  mind  that,  as 
Christ  when  he  conquered  was  conquering 
for  tcs ;  therefore  not  only  is  the  enemy  with 
whom  we  grapple  a  conquered,  baffled,  dis- 
armed enemy;  but  we  are  interested  in 
Christ's  victory  over  him ;  and,  through  him, 
are  more  than  conquerors. 

Christ  repelled  all  the  temptations  of  Sa- 
tan with ''  It  is  written.'*  The  word  of  God 
is  the  sword  of  the  Spirit ;  the  only  offensive 
waapon  in  the  Christian  armour.  It  is 
mg-htjr  through  God:  there  \a  uowe  like 
^^^^  in  OUT  spiritual  conflicts . 
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The  great  aim  of  Satan  is  to  tempt  the 
children  of  God  to  throw  off  their  relation  to 
God  as  their  Father ;  and  by  this  means  to 
cut  off  their  dependence  on  him,  their  duty 
to  him,  and  their  communion  with  him :  to 
persuade  them  that  outward  afflictions, 
wants,  and  burdens,  are  reasons  for  question- 
ing their  sonship :  as  if  afflictions  could  not 
consist  witJi  fatherly  love ;  whereas,  this  is 
really  the  source  flrom  whence  they  proceed. 

Christ  would  not  command  the  stones  to 
be  made  bread,  because  he  would  not  do  any- 
thing that  looked  like  distrusting  his  hea- 
venly Father.  Those  know  how  to  answer 
Satan's  temptations,  who  with  holy  Job  can 
say,  though  "  he  slay  me,  yet  will  I  trust  in 
bim." 

'^ Behold!  angels  came  and  ministered 
unto  him.*'  Behold,  and  rejoice.  Christian ! 
that,  though  there  is  a  world  of  wicked,  ma- 
licious spirits,  that  fight  against  Christ  and 
his  church ;  yet,  so  also  is  there  a  world  of 
holy  and  blessed  spirits  engaged  and  em- 
ployed to  succour  and  defend  them.  Christ's 
victories  are  the  triumphs  of  angels.  They 
come  to  rejoice  with  him,  and  to  give  him  the 
glory  due  unto  his  name.  Thus  was  Christ 
affnalized,  and  made  great  m  l\\e  m\^s^!^^ 
world  by  tbo  voice  of  the  Fathex,  t\ve  ^e^^^ 
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of  the  Spirit,  his  victory  over  devils,  and  his 
dominion  over  angels.  Thus  was  he  qualified 
to  appear  in  the  invisible  world,  as  the  Me- 
diator between  God  and  man :  and  thus  is 
he  become  the  Captain  of  our  salvation. 

HYMN 

For  Saturday  Morning. 

For  ever  blessed  be  the  Lord, 

My  Saviour  and  my  shield ; 
He  sends  his  Spirit  with  his  word 

To  arm  me  for  the  field. 

When  sin  and  hell  their  force  unite 

He  makes  my  soul  his  care ; 
Instructs  me  in  the  heavenly  fight, 

And  guards  me  through  the  war. 

A  friend  and  helper  so  divine 
Doth  my  weak  courage  raise ; 

He  makes  the  glorious  victory  mine, 
And  his  shall  be  the  praise. 

PRAYER 

For  Saturday  Morning. 

O  God  of  all  grace^  and  giver  of  every 
^^ood  and  perfect  gift,  we  humbly  beseech 
thee  to  pour  upon  us  thi8moTm\vgl\v&s^\Y\t 
^f grace  and  supplication.    "MLa^  oux  Vewt\», 
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as  well  as  our  lips,  be  engaged  in  worship- 
ping, praising,  and  adoring  Thee — the  Lord 
of  OUT  life,  the  source  of  our  mercies,  and  the 
God  of  our  salvation  in  Christ  Jesus. 

As  the  light  of  the  morning  has  chased 
away  the  darkness  of  the  night,  so,  O  Sun 
of  righteousness,  do  thou  arise  upon  our 
souls ;  and  dispel  the  darkness  of  ignorance 
and  unbelief  from  our  minds ;  and  enable 
us  to  walk  as  the  children  of  the  light  and 
of  the  day.  Thou  hast  mercifully  said, 
"  He  that  followeth  me  shall  not  walk  in 
darkness,  but  shall  have  the  light  of  life." 
Draw  us  and  we  shall  run  after  thee.  The 
power  is  thine.  Oh  bestow  it  upon  us,  that  we 
may  live  according  to  thy  gospel,  and  enjoy 
thy  presence,  peace,  and  love.  In  what- 
soever work  we  shall  be  called  to  engage 
this  day,  may  we  serve  thee  therein,  aim  at 
thy  glory  in  all  things,  and  do  nothing  con- 
trary to  thy  holy  wifl. 

O  gracious  Lord,  leave  us  not  to  ourselves ; 
for  it  is  not  in  man  that  walketh  to  direct  his 
steps.  Let  us  not  foUow  our  own  natural 
spirit,  nor  lean  to  our  own  understanding ; 
but  clothe  us  with  humility;  make  us  jea- 
lous and  watchful  over  ourselves,  and  de- 
pendent  on  thee  alone  to  save  u^  %co\sv  ^i^ 
the  evil  that  surrounds  us,  and  feoTCl^JJl^5c^^^ 
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dwells  within  us.  It  is  our  undeserved  pri- 
vilege to  bear  the  Christian  name.  O  con- 
vince us  of  the  danger  of  resting  satisfied 
with  the  name^  without  experiencing  the 
inward  life  and  power  of  the  Spirit  of  Christ 
upon  our  souls ;  since  thy  word  assures  us^ 
that  if  we  have  not  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  we 
are  none  of  his.  May  we  more  and  more 
admire  that  lowliness  of  mind,  that  tender 
and  compassionate  charity,  that  meekness, 
patience,  and  forgiveness,  which  shone  in 
all  his  sufferings.  Subdue  our  will  into  a 
quiet  and  ready  submission  to  thy  holy  will 
in  all  things.  Fulfil  in  us,  O  Lora,  thy  pre- 
cious promises,  saying  "  I  wiU  dwell  in  them, 
and  walk  in  them ;"  "  I  Avill  be  unto  them 
a  God,  and  they  shall  be  unto  me  a  peo- 

{)le ;"  "  They  shall  all  know  me,  from  the 
east  unto  the  greatest ;"  "  for  they  shall 
all  be  taught  of  God."  May  our  souls  hun- 
ger and  thirst  after  the  sweet  experience  of 
these  blessings. 

Constrained  by  thy  mercies,  O  Lord,  may 
we  present  ourselves  living  sacrifices,  holy, 
acceptable  unto  thee,  through  our  great 
High  Priest,  who  ever  liveth  to  make  inter- 
ccsaion  ioY  us;  and  in  whom  we  desire  to  be 
found,  now,  and  for  ever.     Ametv. 
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HYMN 

For  Saturday  Evening, 

Awake,  my  soul,  stretch  every  nerve, 

And  press  with  vigour  on  ; 
A  heavenly  race  demands  thy  zeal, 

And  an  immortal  crown. 

A  cloud  of  witnesses  around, 

Hold  thee  in  full  survey  ; 
Forget  the  steps  already  trod. 

And  onward  urge  thy  way. 

'Tis  God's  all  animating  voice 

That  calls  thee  from  on  high ; 
Tis  his  own  hand  presents  the  prize 

To  thine  aspiring  eye. 

Blest  Saviour !  introduced  by,  thee. 

Have  I  my  race  begun ; 
And,  crown'd  with  victory,  at  thy  feet 

I'll  lay  mine  honours  down, 

PRAYER 

For  Saturday  Evening. 

O  God,  the  creator  of  all  maukiud,  vrlvo 
dst  not  only  rest  on  the  seveT\l\v  Aa.^  ^\wsv 
thy  labours  and  pronounce  lYvem  ^wA\ 

V 
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but  also  didst  in  mercy  set  apart  one  day  in 
seven,  that  we  thy  creatures  might  wait  on 
thee  without  distraction ;  we  beseech  thee  to 
impress  upon  our  hearts,  that  the  morrow  is 
the  Sabbath  of  the  Lord  our  God.  May  we 
rest  from  our  own  works,  and  fix>m  all  worldly 
thoughts  and  cares ;  and  may  our  hearts  be 
,  entirely  engaged  in  thy  worship  and  service. 
May  we  be  in  the  Spirit  on  the  Lord's  day ; 
and  may  his  holy  influences  abide  with,  us 
when  we  return  to  the  duties  of  life .  O  pre  - 
pare  us  according  to  the  preparation  of  the 
sanctuary,  with  a  serious,  reverent,  and  spi- 
ritual mind.  May  we  hunger  for  the  bread 
of  life ;  and  thirst  after  the  living  waters  of 
thy  grace  i  looking  to  the  light  of  thy  coun- 
tenance for  joy  and  gladness. 

If  any  of  us  are  among  the  weary  and 
heavy  laden,  may  we  find  rest  unto  our  souls 
in  the  living  pastures  of  thy  sanctuary.  Is 
our  burden  a  heart  of  unbelief?  May  the 
Saviour  by  his  Spirit  say  unto  us.  Wherefore 
dost  thou  doubt  ?  If  sin  is  the  burden  of  our 
souls,  may  we  be  enabled  to  leave  it  by  faith 
at  the  foot  of  the  cross.  We  thank  thee  that 
we  are  invited  to  come  to  a  throne  of  grace, 
that  we  msLj  obtain  mercy  to  pardon,  and 
S^ace  to  help  in  time  of  need. 
OpouT  upon  u  the  spitit  o?  gT«>K,e  wA^S. 
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supplication :  and  suffer  not  the  approaching 
SaDDatli  to  be  spent  as^  alas !  too  many  of 
those  which  are  past  have  been.  Help  us  to 
look  forward  with  pleasure  to  those  precious 
means  of  grace  wmch  it  may  afford.  And 
though  we  are  utterly  unworthy  to  tread  thy 
courts,  or  to  join  thy  peojjle  in  the  blessed  ex- 
ercises of  prayer  and!^praise,  O  feed  our  souls 
with  the  bread  of  life,  and  clothe  us  with  the 
garments  of  salvation. 

We  are  now  one  week  nearer  to  our  latter 
end :  put  us  in  remembrance,  O  Lord,  that 
days  and  weeks,  as  they  pass  on,  bring  us 
nearer  to  death  andjudgment.  May  cacn  of 
us  remember,  that  in  the  midst  of  life  we  arc 
in  death ;  that  the  approaching  Sabbath  may 
be  our  last.  We  deserve  not  to  be  favoured 
with  another  sabbath;  we  deserve  not  to 
have  our  day  of  grace  lengthened.  But  spare 
us,  good  Lord :  and  if  our  ears  have  been 
hitherto  shut  against  the  sound  of  thy  gospel, 
may  we  hear  and  live.  May  the  eyes  that 
have  been  closed  against  the  light  of  the  gos- 

Eel  be  opened ;  and  the  hearts  blinded  and 
ardened  by  sin  be  made  by  thy  grace  to  see 
and  feel.  May  the  lukewarm  be  quickened, 
and  all  who  are  planted  in  the  house  of  the 
Lord  flourish  in  the  courts  of  out  God.  M».^ 
their  faith,  and  love,  and  bope,  axv^  y^^  "vsv- 
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crease ;  and  prepare  them  more  and  more  for 
the  bliss  and  praise  of  heaven ;  where  the 
Lamb  which  is  in  the  midst  of  the  throne 
shall  feed  them,  and  lead  them  unto  living 
fountains  of  water. 

Now  unto  him  that  its  able  to  keep  us  from 
falling,  and  to  present  us  faultless  before  the 
presence  of  his  glory  with  exceeding  joy;  to 
the  only  wise  God,  our  Saviour,  be  glory  and 
majesty,  dominion  and  power,  now  and  for 
ever.     Amen. 


SECOND  WEEK, 


MEDITATION 

For  the  LmtTs-Day  Morning. 

THE  LAMB  OF  GOD. 

"  Behold  the  Lamb  of  God,  which  taketh  away 
"the  sin  of  the  world."— John  i.  29. 

The  Lamb  slain  from  the  foundation  of  the 
world :  the  Lamb  signified  by  all  the  sacri- 
fices of  the  law :  the  Lamb  accepted  by  the 
Father,  in  whom  he  is  well  pleased ;  in  whom 
justice  is  satisfied,  and  mercy  granted. 

May  our  eyes  look  stedfastly  on  him,  and 
fix  upon  him  our  faith,  our  hope,  and  our 
love,  as  the  only  way  to  the  Fatner ;  as  the 
only  way  in  which  our  ffuilt  can  be  washed 
away,  and  our  robes  made  white.  Let  us  look 
at  him,  and  wonder  at  his  love  to  man ;  and 
love  him  because  he  first  loved  us.  Let  us  go 
to  him  as  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life  :  the 
true  and  the  living  way  to  the  Father. 

Is  our  heart  pressed  down  even  to  de- 
spondency under  the  guilt  of  sin,  so  that  we 
cry,  ''How  can  such  a  sinner  "be  -p^^dLOw^^'^ 
My  sin  is  greater  than  can\>c  fot^vs^x^V 
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"  Behold  the  Lamb  of  God  that  taketh  away 
the  sin  of  the  world ! "  "  The  blood  of  Jesus 
Christ  cleanseth  from  all  sin."  Do  we  com- 
plain of  the  hardness  of  our  hearts,  and  want 
of  love  to  Christ  ?  Behold  him  as  offered  up 
to  God  for  us ;  and  such  a  sight,  if  any,  will 
melt  our  hard  hearts.  "  They  shall  look  on 
me  whom  they  have  pierced  and  shall 
mourn." 

Do  you  at  anytime  find  your  hearts  fret- 
ting, disquieted,  and  impatient  under  every 
cross  and  trial  ?    See  how  patiently,  meekly, 
and  quietly  Christ,  your  sacrifice,  came  to  the 
altar,  and  bore  your  sins  and  your  sorrows. 
"  For  he  was  made  sin  for  us  that  we  might 
be  made  the  righteousness  of  God  in  him." 
Whatever  corruption  may  burden  us,  a  be- 
lieving application  of  this  will  afford  support. 
Whatever  grace  is  deficient,  this  will  revive 
it.     Blessed  Jesus !  we  thank  thee  for  the 
kind  memorials  thou  hast  left  us  of  thy  love. 
May  this  love  draw  us  to  thy  table.    There 
we  can  see  thee  as  a  sacrifice ;  and  by  faith 
can  eat  of  that  flesh,  and  drink  of  that  blood, 
•  which  are  offered  for  the  life  of  our  souls. 
There  may  we  hear  thee  say,  '^  Be  not  faith- 
Jess,  hut  believing."   Can  we  thus  remember 
thee,  and  forget  our  own  guWt'^.     C>%.tv  \q^ 
^Atf^ remember  thee  at  thy  taVAe,  ^rA^^rai 
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and  again  forget  thee  ?  O  what  a  feast  of 
love  might  this  be  to  a  believing  soul !  Lord, 
give  us  to  taste  that  thy  flesh  is  meat  indeed, 
and  thy  blood  is  drink  indeed.  O  let  us  say 
from  the  bottom  of  our  hearts.  Thanks  be 
unto  God  for  his  unspeakable  gift.  And 
with  thy  saints  here  let  us  sing,  "Worthy  is 
the  Lamb  that  was  slain,  to  receive  power, 
and  riches,  and  wisdom,  and  strength.  Ho- 
nour, and  glory,  and  blessing  be  unto  him 
that  sittcth  upon  the  throne,  and  unto  the 
Lamb  for  over  and  ever."     Amen. 

HYMN 

For  the  LorcPs-Day  Morning. 

Not  all  the  blood  of  beasts 
On  Jewish  altars  slain, 
Could  give  the  guilty  conscience  peace, 
Or  wash  away  the  stain. 

But  Christ  the  heavenly  Lamb 
Takes  all  our  sins  away : 
A  sacrifice  of  nobler  name, 
And  richer  blood  than  they. 

My  faith  would  lay  her  hand 
On  that  dear  head  of  thine. 
While  like  a  penitent  1  stand. 
And  there  confess  my  am. 
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My  soul  looks  back  to  see 
The  burdens  thou  didst  bear, 
"When  hanging  on  the  accursed  tree, 
And  hopes  her  guilt  was  there. 

Believing,  we  rejoice 
To  see  the  curse  remove ; 
We  bless  the  Lamb  with  cheerful  voice. 
And  sing  his  bleeding  love. 

PRAYER 

For  the  Lord^S'Day  Morning, 

Glorious  Jehovah !  Thou  art  infinitely 
above  the  praises  of  angels,  and  much  more 
of  sinful  mortals.  They  that  aro  far  from 
thee  shall  perish ;  but  it  is  good  for  us  to  draw 
nigh  to  thee .  Thy  mercy  has  appointed  this 
holy  day,  that  thy  love  and  praise  may  em- 
ploy our  minds,  and  be  a  foretaste  of  our  eter- 
nal rest.  O  breathe  upon  us  the  spirit  of 
light,  life,  and  love;  quicken  us  to  this 
heavenly  work,  and  accept  us  in  it  through 
th^  dear  Son.  We  adore  thee  as  the  Al- 
mighty Creator  of  heaven  and  earth.  How 
manifold  are  thy  works,  O  Lord !  in  wisdom 
hast  thou  made  them  all.  Thou  hast  made 
J21BJ2  ''but  a  little  lower  than  \\ve  wjv^^V^r 
-roj2  ivjth  capacities  for  kiiowmgAoV\w^,^\A 
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serving  thee.  Thou  wast  his  father,  bene- 
factor, and  chief  good,  to  engage  him  to  thy- 
self in  resignation,  love,  and  obedience.  But 
man  by  departing  from  thee,  did  foolishly  re- 
quite the  Lord,  and  forsake  the  rock  of  his  sal- 
vation. Sin  entered  into  the  world,  and  death 
by  sin .  Yet,  blessed  be  thy  name,  thou  didst 
add  to  the  sentence  of  death  the  promise  of  a 
Redeemer.  Adored  be  our  Emanuel!  He 
came  as  the  light  and  life  of  the  world.  He 
taught  us  by  his  perfect  doctrine  and  ex- 
ample. He  made  himself,  by  his  sufferings 
ana  death,  a  sacrifice  and  propitiation  for  our 
sins.  Now,  O  Father,  "  there  is  forgiveness 
with  thee,  that  thou  mayest  be  feared."  O 
that  our  souls  could  with  greater  thankful- 
ness magnify  the  Lord,  and  our  spirits  re- 
joice in  God  our  Saviour.  Thou  art  to  be  re- 
verenced in  the  assemblies  of  thy  saints,  and 
to  be  honoured  of  all  that  are  about  thee. 

Assist  us  in  all  the  religious  services  of 
this  holy  day.  Let  thy  gracious  presence  go 
with  us  to  the  solemn  assembly.  Help  us 
against  our  manifold  infirmities,  and  the  sins 
that  more  easily  beset  us,  in  our  attendance 
upon  thee.  Let  thy  word  be  as  good  seed  in 
our  hearts,  taking  root,  and  briiv^m^  fctl\v 
Bruit  to  thy  glory,  and  our  etenva\  &«X\^Xassw» 
':.et  our  prayers  and  praises  \)e  s^\x\V\\»\^^ 
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crifices,  acceptable  in  thy  sight  through  Jesus 
Christ. 

This  day  ride  forth  in  the  chariot  of  thy 
everlasting  gospel,  conquering  and  to  con- 
quer. Let  heathen  nations  be  brought  to 
acknowledge  their  Creatori  and  Redeemer. 
In  all  thy  churches  let  the  arm  of  the  Lord 
be  revealed,  sinners  be  converted,  and  saints 
be  edified  in  their  moat  holy  faith.  Continue 
the  gospel  in  our  own  land,  and  give  it  more 
abundant  success .  Make  the  ministers  of  the 
gospel  faithftil  to  Christ  and  souls ;  as  those 
that  must  give  an  account,  thai  they  may  do  it 
ivith  joy,  and  not  with  grief, 

H'eal  the  sick ;  ease  the  pained ;  succour 
the  tempted;  supply  the  necessitous;  be  a 
father  to  the  fatherless,  and  a  husband  to  the 
widow  in  thy  holy  habitation.  If  afflictions 
detain  any  from  the  public  solemnities  of  thy 
day,  let  them  enjoy  thy  gracious  presence  in 
their  own  dwellings.  Fit  the  aying  for  a 
glorious  sabbath  above,  complete  the  num- 
ber of  thine  elect,  and  fit  them  for  thy  hea- 
venly kingdom. 

Blessed  be  God,  that  we  are  in  health  and 

comfort  to  engage  in  the  duties,  and  enjoy  the 

privileges  of  this  sabbath.     Leave  us  not  to 

^»nderiiigtbought&  and  affectibxv^,  ^wX.\«l 

^^r  converaation  be  in  lieaveTi,feomN«\v^\v^^ 
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we  look  for  our  glorious  Redeemer,  whom 
having  not  seen,  we  love ;  in  whom,  though 
now  we  see  him  not,  yet  believing,  may  we 
rejoice  with  joy  unspeakable,  and  full  of 
glory.  For  his  sake  we  beseech  thee  to  hear 
U8,  and  do  for  us  abundantly  above  all  that 
we  can  ask,  conceive,  or  think !    Amen. 

HYMN 

For  the  Lord^s-Day  Evening, 

Come  let  us  join  our  cheerful  songs 
With  luigels  round  the  throne ; 

Ten  thousand  thousand  are  their  tQngues, 
But  all  their  joys  are  one. 

Worthy  the  Lamb  that  died,  they  cry, 

To  be  exalted  thus  : 
Worthy  the  Lamb,  our  lips  reply, 

For  he  was  slain  for  us. 

Jesus  is  worthy  to  receive 

Honour  and  power  divine, 
And  blessings  more  than  we  can  give, 

Be,  Lord,  for  ever  thine. 

The  whole  creation  join  in  one, 

To  hless  the  sacred  name 
Of  Aim  that  sits  upon  the  t\vTOTve, 
And  to  adore  the  LamTj. 
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PRAYER 


For  the  Lor (Ts- Day  Evening, 

O  Lord  our  God,  who  hast  remembered  us 
in  our  low  estate^  and  given  thy  well  beloved 
Son  to  be  a  ransom  for  our  souls ;  we  desire 
to  draw  nigh  to  thee  on  this  evening  of  thine 
own  day.  We  would  with  the  hosts  of  heaven 
fall  down  before  thee,  saying.  Blessing,  and 
glory,  and  honour,  and  power,  be  unto  thee 
for  ever  and  ever.  We  would  unite  with  the 
redeemed  before  the  throne,  in  ascribing  sal- 
vation to  our  God  which  sitteth  upon  the 
throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb.  How  wonderful 
have  been  the  designs  of  thy  love,  and  the 
counsels  of  thy  wisdom !  May  our  souls  mag- 
nify the  Lord,  and  our  spirits  rejoice  in  God 
our  Saviour.  Father  of  mercies,  prepare  our 
hearts  to  embrace  this  thine  unspeakable 
gift.  O,  thou  great  Lord  and  lover  of  souls, 
remember  us  with  the  favour  which  thou 
bear  est  to  thy  people,  and  visit  us  with  thy 
salvation.  Blessed  Saviour,  be  thou  an  ef- 
fectual Saviour  to  us.  Thou  didst  bear  our 
sins  in  thine  own  body  on  the  tree;  may  we 
^ee  to  thee  for  refuge  from  the  wrath  to  come, 
aadJajr  hold  on  the  hope  set\>e?ate  m^.  T^^wsl 
^^^Jcest  our  nature,  that  wem\%\iX^^^^^^  '^^ 
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thine .  O  let  us,  then,  experience  the  mighty 
power  of  thy  grace !  Let  it  heal  our  depraved 
natures :  let  it  sanctify  our  sinful  souls :  let  it 
make  us  lovers  and  followers  of  thy  holy  ways. 
Thou  earnest  down  to  earth,  to  raise  us  up  to 
heaven.  O  set  our  affections  on  things  above. 
May  we  in  heart  and  mind  thither  ascend 
where  thou  art  gone  before  to  prepare  a  place 
for  us ;  and  may  the  great  things  which  ac- 
company salvation  be  multiplied  unto  us  ex- 
ceeaingly,  through  the  knowledge  of  our  in- 
carnate Lord. 

Heavenly  Father,  our  souls  would  espe- 
cially bless  thee  for  the  mercies  which  we 
have  experienced  this  day  : — for  thy  house 
open  to  us;  for  the  word  of  salvation  sounding 
in  our  ears ;  and  for  thy  blessed  Spirit  striving 
with  our  hearts.  O  may  we  not  receive  this 
grace  in  vain :  let  us  not  provoke  thee  to  with- 
draw thy  tender  mercies  from  us.  But  cause 
us  to  grow  in  grace,  and  the  knowledge  of  our 
Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ. 

In  mercy  pardon  all  which  thy  pure  and 
holy  eyes  nave  seen  amiss  this  day  in  our 
thoughts  or  desires,  our  words  or  actions,  for 
the  sake  of  our  great  Mediator,  who  ever  lives 
at  thy  right  hand  to  make  intercession  for  us. 
To  him,  as  the  biessed  autboT  o?  o\yx  \vcs^^^ 
and  happiness;  and   to   Tbee,  \^\vo   ^\^^^ 
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vouchsafe  to  deliver  him  up  fot  us  all ;  and 
to  the  ever  blessed  Spirit,  who  reveals  him  to 
us,  be  all  praise,  and  honour,  and  glory,  hum- 
bly and  heartily  ascribed  by  us,  and  by  all  thy 
church,  now  and  for  evermore.    Amen. 


MEDITATION 

Fot  Monday  Morning* 

THE  LIVING  SACRIFICE. 

"I  beseech  you  therefore,  brethren,  by  the 
"  mercies  of  God,  that  ye  present  your  bodies 
"  a  living  sacrifice,  holy,  acceptable  unto  God, 
"which  is  your  reasonable  service." — Rom. 
xii,  1. 

Do  we  live,  and  move,  and  have  our  being 
in  God?  and  dare  we  refuse  to  be  Hts,  to  live 
to  jBTtm,  and  to  move  only  in  obedience  to  him 
and  dependanco  upon  him  ?  Shall  we  dare  to 
deny  the  Lord  who  bought  us,  who  redeemed 
us  to  God  by  his  own  blood ;  who  died  and  rose 
again,  that  henceforth  we  should  not  live  to 
ourselves,  but  to  him ;  that  he  might  be  our 
Lord,  both  in  life  and  in  death  ?  A  living  sa- 
criSco  must  be  a  witting  »«tct\fece.  ^  ^t^  ^^ 
^iot  lost  ?    Are  we  not  Te«c\x^  m  ^^  \as»N 
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costly  way  ?  To  us,  it  is  true,  without  cost ; 
but  most  costly  to  our  Redeemer.  Is  it  a  small 
thing,  that  he  offers  himself  to  us  in  all  his 
fulness,  without  money,  and  without  price  ? 
saying, "  Ho !  every  one  that  thirsteth,  come 
ye  to  the  waters,  and  he  that  hath  no  money, 
come  ye,  buy  and  eat ;  yea,  come,  buy  wine 
and  milk  without  money,  and  without  price !" 
Is  it  a  small  thine>  that  he  should  thus  expos- 
tulate with  us,  "Wherefore  do  ye  spend  your 
money  for  that  which  is  not  bread,  and  your 
labour  for  that  which  satisfieth  not  ?  Hearken 
diligently  unto  me,  and  eat  ye  that  which  is 
good,  and  let  your  soul  delight  itself  in  fat- 
ness. Incline  your  ear,  and  come  unto  me; 
hear,  and  your  soul  shall  live.**  Is  it  a  small 
thing,  that  He  in  whom  is  all  the  fiilness  of 
God,  having  first  offered  himself ybr  us,  now 
offers  himself  ^0  us;  that  he  hath  treated  us 
hitherto  with  such  indulgence;  waited  on  us 
with  such  enduring  patience ;  sustained  us 
by  such  liberal  bounty  ?  And  now,  when  we 
snould  be  communing  with  our  own  hearts, 
and  asking  ourselves, "  What  shall  we  render 
unto  the  £ord  ?" — that  he  should  say  to  us  so 
concisely,  and  yet  so  comprehensively, "  Pre- 
sent yourselves."  Is  that  too  much?  Arewc 
too  inconsiderable  to  be  his  ?  or  aie\»&TDL^x- 
cies  too  inconsiderable  to  consttamMi^  V.o\i^  ^^ 
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— the  mercies  that  flow  so  freely  from  him, 
who  is  indeed  the  Father  of  mercies  ? — the 
mercies  that  are  so  suitable  to  us ;  pardon  to 
the  guilty ;  light  to  them  that  dwell  in  dark- 
ness ;  life  to  the  dead ;  a  rich  portion,  and  all- 
sufficient  fulness  for  the  poor,  indigent,  and 
necessitous. — The  mercies  that  we  are  en- 
couraged to  expect,  as  well  as  those  which  we 
enjoy.  The  great  good  laid  up  in  store.  The 
mercies  of  eternity,  added  to  those  oitime.  The 
mercies  of  both  worlds  meeting  upon  us ! 
Have  you  heard  this  gracious  invitation?  and 
has  your  heart  consented  ?  Often  reflect  upon 
it,  and  bethink  yourself  what  you  have  done, 
and  whose  you  now  are.  I,  who  was  once  afar 
off",  am  brought  nigh ;  once  alienated  from  the 
life  of  God,  but  now  holiness  to  the  Lord.  Let 
us  then  glorify  God  with  our  bodies  and  with 
our  spirits,  which  are  his ;  may  we  glorify  hiin 
here,  and  enjoy  him  for  ever  in  heaven, 

HYMN 

For  Monday  Morning, 

THE  LIVING  SACRIFICE. 

Saviour  of  men,  and  Lord  of  love, 
How  sweet  thy  gracious  name ! 
With  joy  that  errand  we  te^evr. 
On  which  thy  mercy  came* 


MONDAY   MORNING.  81 

For  US  mean,  wretched,  sinfiil  men," 

Thou  laid'st  thy  glory  by ; 
First  in  our  mortal  flesh  to  serve, 

Then  in  that  flesh  to  die. 

Bought  with  thy  service  and  thy  blood, 

We  doubly,  Lord,  are  thine ; 
To  thee  our  lives  we  would  devote. 

To  thee  our  deaths  resign. 

PRAYER 

For  Monday  Morning, 

O  most  blessed  God^  thou  art  the  great 
source  of  being  and  happiness ;  the  nearer  we 
are  to  thee,  the  more  pure  and  delightful  is 
the  stream.  "  With  thee  is  the  fountain  of 
life,  in  thy  light  may  we  see  light."  Give  us, 
we  beseech  thee,  the  blessedness  of  the  man 
who  feareth  the  Lord,  and  delighteth  greatly 
in  his  commandments.  So  form  our  hearts  by 
thy  grace,  that,  from  day  to  day,  we  may  set 
thee,  the  Lord,  always  before  us,  and  live  in 
thy  fear  all  the  day  long. 

To  thiee  may  our  waking  thoughts  be  di- 
rected; ajnd  with  the  first  ray  of  light  that 
visits  our  opening  eyes,  do  thou,  O  Lord,  gra- 
ciously lift  up  upon  us  the  light  of  thy  coun- 
\enBDce,  ,0  enable  us  to  poui  ovjA.  oux  ^wi^^s. 
efore  tbe^  with  filial  reveTeiac^,\vAWDSv\\rj, 


SJ 
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freedom,  and  affection.  With  hearts  filled 
Avith  gratitude,  would  we  praise  thee  for  past 
mercies;  and  in  the  exercise  of  a  lively  faith 
implore  the  fresh  blessings  which  every  re- 
turning day  requires. 

We  desire  with  cheerfulness  daily  to  renew 
the  dedication  of  ourselves  to  thee,  through 
thy  beloved  Son,  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus 
Christ.  May  we  love  to  meditate  on  thy  Holy 
Word,  and  attentively  hearken  to  its  instruc- 
tions ;  that  we  may  know  what  thou  wouldest 
have  us  to  do.  Enable  us  to  hide  it  in  our 
hearts,  that  we  may  not  sin  against  thee ;  and 
earnestly  to  seek  fresh  supplies  of  thy  blessed 
Spirit,  that  we  may  be  quickened  in  all  the 
duties  which  it  enjoins.  Thus  prepared,  may 
we,  O  Lord,  be  led  forth  to  all  the  duties  of 
this  day ;  and  may  it  be  our  delight  to  do  thy 
blessed  will.  Let  our  offerings  of  love  and 
praise  be  lively,  willing  offerings :  the  desire 
of  our  souls,  and  the  joy  of  our  hearts ;  that, 
instead  of  dishonouring  thee  by  lifeless  ser- 
vices, we  may  abound  in  thy  work,  and  be 
fervent  in  spirit,  serving  the  Lord.  Make  us 
also  faithful  in  all  our  intercourse  with  those 
around  us :  ready  to  do  good,  and  to  bear  evil : 
Just  and  kindj  merciful  and  meek,  peaceable 
^^dt patient,  sober  and  self -deiiviTv^,  ixv^^^'cv- 
'^o  and  oxemplary  in  out  cotva\xcX\  \JckaX  ^^ 
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glorifying  thee  while  upon  earth,  we  may,  at 
our  departure  hence,  be  received  through  thy 
mercy  into  the  joy  of  our  Lord,  and  be  for  ever 
glorined  in  thy  heavenly  kingdom.  Let  no 
temptations  draw  us,  nor  any  tribulations 
drive  us  from  thee  :  but  let  all  thy  dispensa- 
tions be  received  as  messengers  of  thy  love 
to  our  souls.  May  all  thy  dealings  with  us 
brinff  us  nearer  to  thyself,  and  make  us  fitter 
for  thy  blissful  presence.  O  leave  us  not, 
neither  forsake  us ;  but  be  our  guide  unto 
death,  in  death  our  comfort,  and  after  death 
our  everlasting  portion ;  through  the  atone- 
ment and  merits  of  Jesus  Christ,  our  only 
Lord  and  Saviour. 


HYMN 

For  Monday  Evening, 

When  I  survey  the  wondrous  croFs 
On  which  the  Prince  of  glory  died, 

My  richest  gain  I  count  but  loss, 
And  pour  contempt  on  all  my  pride. 

Forbid  it,  Lord,  that  I  should  boast 

Save  in  the  death  of  Chml  m^  Go^% 
All  the  vaiu  things  that  charm  xiife  xcvnfeV^ 
/  sacrifice  them  to  his  blood. 
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See  from  his  head,  his  hands,  his  feet. 
Sorrow  and  love  flow  mingled  down ! 

Did  e'er  such  love  and  sorrow  meet  ? 
Or  thorns  compose  so  rich  a  crown  ? 

Were  the  whole  realm  of  nature  mine, 
That  were  an  oflTring  far  too  small ; 

Love  so  amazing,  so  divine. 

Demands  my  soul,  my  life,  my  all. 

PRAYER 

For  Monday  Evening. 

Infinite  and  everlastiuff  God,  the  great 
Creator  of  the  heavens  and  of  the  earth,  and 
of  all  things  visible  and  invisible,  we  unwor- 
thy sinners  desire  to  approach  thee,  through 
the  mediation  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ ; — 
that  blessed  way  of  thine  own  appointment. 
May  our  prayer  be  set  forth  before  thee  as 
incense,  and  the  lifting  up  of  our  hands  as  an 
acceptable  evening  sacrifice.  Blessed  be  thy 
name,  O  thou  never  failing  source  of  good- 
ness and  mercy,  for  the  preservation  and  fa- 
vours of  another  day ;  and  that  no  aflilictive 
and  melancholy  providence  prevents  our 
meeting  together  this  evening  in  a  comfort- 
^^Jo  manner  at  thy  throne  o?  gT«k.e.ci.  ^^^ 
'^e  rvjth  one  consent  call  upon  owt  ^oAi\»  \» 
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bless  thee,  who  loadest  us  daily  with  thy  bene- 
fits, fecdest  us  with  food  convenient  for  us,  and 
continuest  to  us  our  daily  comforts,  redeem- 
ing our  lives  from  destruction,  and  crowning 
us  with  loving-kindness  and  tender  mercies. 
May  we  shew  forth  thy  praise  not  only  with 
our  lips,  but  by  a  life  devoted  to  thy  service. 
Forgive  us,  gracious  God,  that  our  hearts 
have  mtherto  been  so  little  affected  with  thy 
goodness,  and  our  consequent  obligations  to 
love  and  serve  thee.  Forgive,  that  when  we 
have  known  our  duty  we  have  neglected  to 
practise  it ;  and  especially  that  we  have  so 
-^^  often  acted  directly  contrary  to  it.  Innumer- 
^^  able  are  our  offences ;  and  they  are  aggra- 
-*^*"  vated,  O  Lord,  by  being  committed  against 
the  clearest  light,  and  strongest  love. 

This  day  has  witnessed  to  thy  mercies  and 
to  our  follies :  a  slight  review  at  the  close  ol 
even  our  best  days  convinces  us  how  very 
defective  we  are,  m  comparison  of  what  wc 
might  be.  O  Lord,  have  mercy  upon  us, 
miserable  sinners,  for  Jesus  Christ's  sake. 
Father,  forgive  us,  though  we  have  sinned 
against  heaven,  and  before  thee. 

And,  Oh  that,  as  the  shadows  of  one  even* 

ing  after  another  are  stretching  t\vewv&^\xQ.s 

orer  us,  our  thoughts  mayloe  mote  ^\.^^S^ 

and  seriously  fixed  on  the  aYpTO«Lc\v«v%\vv 


t. 

IS 
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of  death,  and  the  succeeding  day  of  judg- 
ment !  May  we  be  above  all  things  con- 
cerned to  stand  prepared  for  our  departure 
hence, — that  we  may  be  found  of  Christ  in 
peace  when  he  appeareth.  Thy  word  assures 
us,  that  when  that  awful  morning  shall  dawn, 
many  shall  wish  to  have  lain  still  in  everlast- 
ing night ;  and  shall  call  to  the  mountains  and 
to  the  rocks  to  fall  on  them,  and  hide  them 
from  the  face  of  him  that  sitteth  on  the  throne, 
and  from  the  wrath  of  the  Lamb.  And, 
O  Lordi  shall  any  in  our  family  be  of  this 
wretched  number  ?  O  God  forbid !  To  pre- 
vent so  dreadfid  an  end,  help  us,  O  Lora,  to 
examine  ourselves  now.  May  we  never  be 
satisfied  in  any  state  or  course  of  life,  which  is 
inconsistent  with  the  sincerity  and  holiness 
which  the  Gospel  requires  at  thy  tribunal.  O 
thou  great  searcher  of  hearts,  do  thou  still 
more  thoroughly  search  us  and  try  us :  see  if 
there  be  any  wicked  way  in  us,  discover  it  to 
us,  and  lead  us  in  the  way  of  life  everlasting : 
that  BO,  when  day  and  night  shall  cease,  and 
the  elements  shall  melt  with  fervent  heat,  we 
may  lift  up  our  heads  with  joy,  knowing  that 
our  redemption  draweth  nig^.     Amen. 
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MEDITATION 

For  Tuesday  Morning, 

"  Wherefore  the  rather,  brethren,  give  diligence 
"  to  make  your  calling  and  election  sure :  for  if  ye 
"  do  these  things  ye  shall  never  fall :  For  so  an  en- 
*'  trance  shall  be  ministered  unto  you  abundantly, 
"  into  the  everlasting  kingdom  of  our  Lord  and 
"Saviour  Jesus  Christ."— 2  Pet.  i.  10,  11. 

How  active  and  anxious  are  men  in  pursu- 
ing the  things  of  the  world ;  but  how  uncon- 
cerned and  inactive  in  the  ways  of  grace  and 
holiness !  Christians,  however,  should  re- 
member, that  the  promises  of  God  are  made 
not  to  the  slothful  and  the  idle,  but  to  the 
laborious  and  diligent  Christian.  It  is  of  him 
only  who  keeps  his  words,  that  the  Son  has 
saia,  "My  Father  will  love  him,  and  we  will 
make  our  abode  with  him." 

It  is  the  will  of  God,  that  the  hearts  of  his 
people  should  be  warm  and  fervent  in  reli- 
gious exercises.  That  service  which  hath 
not  heavenly  warmth  is  no  service.  Luke- 
warmness  God  cannot  endure;  but,  as  he 
forewarned  the  church  at  Laodicea,  rejects 
with  holy  disgust.  Let  the  slothful  Cciris- 
tmn  remember,  that  God  \ovea  acXANSJoj  \xv 
duty,  and  promises  that,  while  l\ve  ^axVo^  \N^si 
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sluggard  desireth  and  hath  nothing,  "the 
soul  of  the  diligent  shall  be  made  fat."  It 
is  only  the  energetic  fervent  prayer  that 
availeth  much. 

If  we  would  wear  the  crown,  the  race  must 
be  run.  If  we  would  share  the  triumph,  the 
good  fight  must  be  fought,  and  the  victory 
won.  He  that  would  know*,  must  follow  on 
to  know  the  Lord.  He  that  would  make  his 
calling  and  election  sure,  and  would  never 
fall,  but  have  an  abundant  entrance  into  the 
everlasting  kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ,  must  give  diligence  thereto, 
and  work  out  his  salvation  with  fear  and 
trembling. 

Do  you,  then,  complain  of  want  of  assur- 
ance ?  Be  no  longer  formal,  listless,  and  su- 
perficial in  prayer.  Stir  up  yourselves,  and 
exert  all  your  energies  in  seeking  and  serv- 
ing the  Lord ;  and  then  you  shall  soon  have 
such  communications  from  heaven,  as  will  fill 
you  with  joy  unspeakable  and  full  of  glory. 

HYMN 

For  Tuesday  Morning, 
Stand  up,  my  soul,  shake  off  thy  fears, 
And  gird  the  Gospel  armour  on ; 
March  to  the  gates  of  eud\e^^*^o^, 
WAere  thy  great  Captaim  ^«tN\o\xV^  %aftfe. 
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Hell  and  thy  sins  resist  thy  course ; 

But  hell  and  sin  are  vanquished  foes ; 
Thy  Jesus  nail'd  them  to  the  cross, 

And  sung  the  triumph  when  he  rose, 

What  though  the  prince  of  darkness  rage, 
And  waste  the  fury  of  his  spite ; 

Eternal  chains  confine  him  down 
To  fiery  deeps  and  endless  night. 

What  though  thine  inward  lusts  rehel, 
Tis  but  a  struggling  gasp  for  life ; 

The  weapons  of  victorious  grace 

Shall  slay  thy  sins,  and  end  the  strife. 

Then  let  my  soul  march  boldly  on, 
Press  forward  to  the  heavenly  gate ; 

There  peace  and  joy  eternal  reign, 

And  glitt'ring  robes  for  conquerors  wait. 

There  shall  I  wear  a  starry  crown, 
And  triumph  in  Almighty  grace ; 

While  all  the  armies  of  the  skies. 
Join  in  my  glorious  Leader's  praise. 

PRAYER 

For  Tuesday  Morning. 

FOR  HOLINESS. 

O  Almighty  and  Eternal  God,  who  is  like 
unto  thee,  glorious  in  holiness,  fc«kxl\i\.  Sxv 
iraisesj,  doing  wonders  ?    "  TYiou  «^x\.  cS. Y^'^'^ 
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eyes  than  to  behold  iniquity,  neither  shall  sin 
dwell  with  thee."  We  desire  to  approach  thy 
Divine  Majesty  profoundly  adoring  thine  in- 
finite hatred  of  sm,  thine  inflexible  determi- 
nation to  punish  it;  and  thine  awful  justice 
manifested  in  the  sacrifice  of  thy  beloved  Son, 
that  he  might  be  a  propitiation  for  our  sins. 
We  would  adore  thy  glorious  holiness  as 
shewn  in  the  coming  of  Jesus  Christ  to  put 
away  sin,  to  bring  in  everlasting  righteous- 
ness, and  to  purify  us  unto  himself  a  peculiar 
people  zealous  of  good  works.  O  our  God, 
create  us  anew  in  Christ  Jesus,  and  cause  us 
to  hunger  and  thirst  after  righteousness.  O 
let  our  hearts  be  right  with  thee,  before  whom 
we  appear  without  disguise,  and  who  cannot 
be  deceived  by  the  most  specious  pretences 
to  piety. 
Let  the  knowledge  of  thy  holiness  and  grace 
teach  us  to  deny  all  ungodliness  and  worldly 
lusts ;  and  to  live  soberly,  righteously,  and 
godly  in  this  present  world.  O  mortify  and 
destroy  in  us  every  rebellious  disposition, 
every  vicious  inclination,  that  exalts  itself 
affainst  the  holy  precepts  of  thy  gospel,  that 
gives  Satan  advantage  over  us,  ana  hinders 
our  blessed  Redeemer  from  reigning  as  King 
supreme  in  our  hearts.  L»elTvo\.  rav^<i\^«K^ 
longer  in  our  mortal  l)odie»,  t\vskX  v?^  ^w^^ 
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obey  it  in  the  lusts  thereof:  but  help  us.  Lord, 
to  renounce  every  idol,  though  dear  as  a  right 
hand  or  right  eye,  and  tear  it  from  thy  throne ; 
to  keep  under  our  body,  and  bring  it  into  sub- 
jection. Help  us,  O  God  of  our  salvation, 
against  the  sins  that  most  easily  beset  us.  Let 
not  sinful  flesh,  but  thy  heavenly  Spirit  and 
grace  guide  and  govern  us.  Gird  us,  O  our 
God,  with  might  for  the  spiritual  conflict  we 
are  called  to  maintain ;  and  enable  us  to  go  on 
conquering  every  spiritual  adversary.  O 
make  us  ever  jealous  over  our  hearts,  and 
watchful  over  our  ways.  Mortify  our  pride, 
and  clothe  us  with  humility ;  subdue  our  pas- 
sions, and  put  on  us  the  ornament  of  a  meek 
and  quiet  spirit ;  pluck  up  every  root  of  bit- 
terness out  of  our  minds ;  and  make  us  kind, 
tender-hearted,  as  becomes  the  followers  of 
Jesus.  May  we  put  on  the  Lord  Jesus,  not  in 
name  and  profession  only,  but  also  so  walk 
even  as  he  walked.  We  would  put  on  his 
purity,  his  self-denial,  his  meekness,  his  pa- 
tience, his  bowels  of  kindness,  his  submission 
to  his  heavenly  Father's  will,  his  love  to  God 
and  man .  Thus  may  we  shew  forth  thy  praise, 
making  it  evident  that  thou  hast  called  us  out 
of  darkness  into  thv  marvellous  light,  and 
translated  us  out  of  the  kingdom  o?^«k\.^^vcAa 
the  kingdom  of  thy  dear  Son.    TYvus  m^^  x;s 
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be  training  up  for  that  state  where  holiness 
shall  be  perfected,  where  we  shall  behold  thy 
face  in  righteousness,  and  be  satisfied  when 
we.  awake  in  thy  likeness. 

Let  holiness  to  the  Lord  be  written  upon 
this  house,  and  upon  every  heart  under  this 
roof.  Let  sin  have  no  dominion  here ;  but  let 
every  soul  be  a  temple  for  thy  Holy  Spirit  to 
dweU.  in.  Here  let  tne  fruits  of  riffnteouaness 
grow  to  thy  praise  and  glory ;  and  may  we  all 
at  last  appear  among  the  redeemed  of  the 
Lord,  "wlio  have  washed  their  robes,  and 
made  them  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb.'' 
Amen. 

HYMN 

For  Tuesday  Evening. 

O  may  our  lips  and  lives  express 
The  holy  gospel  we  profess ; 
O  may  our  works  and  virtues  shine, 
To  prove  the  doctrine  all  divine. 

Thus  shall  we  best  proclaim  abroad 
The  honours  of  our  Saviour  God ; 
When  thy  salvation  reigns  within, 
And  grace  subdues  the  power  of  sin. 

Our  flesh  and  sense  must  be  denied, 
Passion  and  envy,  lust  and  pride ; 
While  justice^  temp'rance,  li\xl\v^  «a!\\w^. 
Our  wward  piety  approve. 
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Thy  promise  bears  our  spirits  up, 
While  we  expect  that  blessed  hope— 
The  bright  appearance  of  the  Lord, 
And  Faith  stands  leaning  on  his  word. 


PRAYER 

For  Tuesday  Evening, 

O  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  we  desire  again 
to  prostrate  ourselves  before  thee;  and  to  join 
that  holy  company  who  rest  not  day  and 
night,  saying,  ''  Holy,  holy,  holy.  Lord  God 
Almighty,  wnich  was,  and  is,  and  is  to  come. 
Thou  art  worthy,  O  Lord,  to  receive  glory, 
honour,  and  power ;  for  thou  hast  created  all 
things,  and  for  thy  pleasure  they  are  and 
were  created."  Blessed  be  thy  divine  goott* 
ness,  which  has  made  the  children  of  men  but 
little  lower  than  the  angels ;  and  crowned  us 
with  such  glory  and  honour,  that  we  are  ca- 
pable of  accompanying  the  heavenly  hosts,  in 
giving  continual  thanks  and  praise  to  thee. 
Praised  be  thy  name  for  all  the  comforts  of 
this  life,  and  for  the  hopes  of  eternal  blessed- 
ness in  that  which  is  to  come,  through  our 
I^rd  and  Saviour  J e8\k^C\\t)sX,.  O  Wn  ^^"aX 
was  thy  love,  vvhich  sent  him  into  tYve^oA^LV^ 
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direct  us  in  the  way  to  that  happiness,  by  his 
holy  doctrine  and  hfe ;  to  be  a  propitiation  for 
our  sins  by  his  death ;  and  to  te  the  first  that 
should  rise  from  the  dead,  and  shew  light  unto 
the  worid.  We  rejoice  in  that  light  of  life ; 
we  desire  most  cheerfully  to  devote  ourselves 
to  be  the  faithful  disciples  of  the  Prince  of 
Peace,  the  Lord  of  Life  and  G  lory.  1 1  is  our 
happiness,  as  well  as  our  duty,  to  be  governed 
by  him,  and  obey  his  commands.  We  are  sen- 
sible they  are  all  wise  and  good ;  and  that  it  is 
in  love  and  kindness  thou  hast  taught  us  to 
deny  ungodliness  and  woridly  lusts,  and  to 
live  soberiy,  righteously,  and  godly  in  the 
worid.  And,  therefore,  we  would  most 
heartily  surrender  our  wills  to  thine,  desiring 
that  we  may  cleave  to  thee  with  the  most  en- 
tire love  and  affection  to  all  thy  commands.  O 
that  there  may  abide  in  us  such  a  strong  and 
powerful  sense  of  thy  mighty  love  towards  us 
m  Christ  Jesus,  as  may  constrain  us  freely 
and  willingly  to  please  thee  in  the  constant 
exercise  of  piety  and  devotion,  righteousness 
and  mercy,  meekness  and  patience,  truth 
and  fidelity ;  such  a  humble,  contented,  and 
peaceable  spirit,  as  may  adorn  the  religion  of 
our  Lord  and  Master.  O  God,  grant  that 
these  holy  desires  and  incWnatioxx^TcvwjT^stNct 
^'o  nor  languish  in  our\\eaYts:)Q\JA.m^?3\)wss 
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be  kept  alive  in  their  vigour  and  force  by  the 
perpetual  inspiration  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

With  these  holy  thoughts  and  desires,  Ave 
would.now  commend  ourselves  to  thy  pro- 
tection this  night,  who  hast  preserved  and 
blessed  us  during  the  past  day.  We  repose  in 
the  belief  of  thy  good  providence,  to  Avhich 
we  thankfully  entrust  ourselves  and  all  be- 
lon^ng  to  us.  We  would  lie  down  to  sleep 
Avith  hearts  full  of  love  to  thee,  and  humble 
faith  and  hope  in  thee :  and  when  we  awake 
may  Ave  be  still  with  thee.  Dispose  us,  O 
Lord,  by  the  rest  thou  givest  us,  to  serve 
thee  more  zealously  with  our  renewed  spirits ; 
and  mercifully  grant,  that,  after  the  few  days 
and  nights  we  nave  to  pass  in  this  Avorld,  wc 
may  come  to  thy  eternal  rest  with  Christ 
Jesus  our  Lord  and  Saviour.     Amen. 


MEDITATION 

For  Wed/iesday  Morning. 

THE  APPROPRIATION  OF  FAITH. 

"  For  this  God  is  our  God  for  ever  and  ever.*' 
— ^Psalm  xlviii.  14. 

Bjr  faith  the  Christian  is  eTiab\cdL\.o\>v3^^^ 
Goclj'n  Christ,  in  a  way  of  holy  aip^TO^^V^'^^ss^ 
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and  delight.    The  ground  of  this  claim  is  the 
covenant  grant  and  promise  through  the 
eternal  Son.  Ifthou  hast  thus  fixed  thy  claim 
unto  Orod  in  Christ,  proceed  to  take  a  view 
of  all  his  attributes  and  perfections :  for  each 
of  them  is  a  rock  on  which  thou  mayest  build 
with  the  greatest  comfort  and  security.  Thou 
mayest  say.  My  God  is  a  Qod  of  infinite  power : 
I  will  not  fear :  he  will  hide  me  as  in  a  pa- 
vilion in  the  evil  day.     He  is  a  God  of  in- 
finite wisdom ;  and,  therefore,  he  will  lead  mc 
in  the  way  I  know  not^  and  make  me  wise  unto 
salvation.     He  is  a  God  of  infinite  justice ; 
and,  therefore,  having  accepted  Christ  as 
my  sacrifice,  he  will  bfot  out  my  iniquities  as 
a  cloud.     He  is  a  God  of  unspotted  holiness ; 
and  will  sanctify  me  according  to  his  covenant, 
and  sprinkle  clean  water  upon  me,  and  I  shall 
be  clean.     He  is  a  God  of  infinite  mercies ; 
and  will  pity  me,  and  pardon  me,  and  hear  mc 
when  I  cry.     He  is  a  God  of  infinite  faithful- 
ness ;  and,  therefore,  his  covenant  will  he  not 
break,  nor  alter  the  thing  which  hath  gone 
out  of  his  lips. 

Thus  faith  rests  on  all  the  divine  attributes, 

as  they  are  manifested  in  Christ ;  and  dis- 

covers   treasures  which  can  never  beex- 

^&  usted  or  diminished.     ¥ma\i^  ,\\.  q,wv\««v- 

^^ates  the  whole  providence  oi  Geq^l,  ^^  ^^- 
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signed  for  the  advancement  of  his  own  glory, 
and  the  good  of  those  that  love  him.  And 
this  calms  and  satisfies  the  soul  amidst  all  the 
reelings  and  shakings  of  this  lower  world :  and 
assures  the  Christian  of  an  eternity  of  happi- 
ness in  the  immediate  fruition  and  enjoyment 
of  his  Lord.  "  My  flesh  and  my  heart  failc  th  : 
but  God  is  the  strength  of  my  heart,  and  my 
portion  for  ever." 

HYMN 

For  Wednesday  Morning. 

My  God,  my  Father,  blissful  name  ! 

0  may  I  call  thee  mine  : 

May  I  with  sweet  assurance  claim 
A  portion  so  divine. 

This  only  can  my  fears  controul, 

And  bid  my  sorrows  fly  ; 
What  harm  can  ever  reach  my  soul 

Beneath  my  Father's  eye? 

Whatever  thy  providence  denies, 

1  calmly  would  resippi ; 

For  thou  art  good,  and  just,  and  wise, 
O  bend  my  will  to  thine. 

Whatever  thy  sacred  will  ordains, 

O  give  me  strength  to  bear  •, 
And  let  me  know  my  Father  \*e\^Tvs 
And  trust  his  tender  care. 

\v 
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My  God,  my  father,  be  thy  name 

My  solace  and  n;iy  stay  ; 
O  come  and  seal  my.  humble  claim, 

And  drive  my  fears  away, 

PRAYER 

For  Wednesday  Morning. 

O  most  glorious  and  eternal  Majesty,  who 
art  God  over  all,  blessed  for  ever  and  ever, 
whom  all  the  hosts  of  heaven  worship  and 
adore ;  we  desire  with  the  greatest  fervency 
of  spirit,  and  in  the  most  devout  and  humble 
manner,  to  acknowledge  our  obligations  to 
love  and  serve  thee. 

But,  alas  1  we  are  unprofitable  servants ; 
our  provocations  against  thee  are  increased, 
and  our  trespasses  are  grown  up  even  unto 
the  heavens.  We  have  lived  to  ourselves, 
instead  of  living  unto  him  who  died  for  us 
and  rose  again.  We  have  not,  asAvc  ough 
to  have  done,  glorified  thee  in  our  bodies  aii 
in  our  spirits  which  are  thine. 

And  since  it  is  not  in  man  to  recover  a? 
save  himself;  O  enable  us  to  look  unto  th' 
in  whom  alone  our  help  lies.     In  the  name 
Jesus  we  come  to  thy  throne  of  grace,  hop 
to  obtain  mercy ,  and  findgTaee\jo\v^\^\ft.^ 
of  need.     For  his  sake  we  WtcxVAnj  q\ 
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thy  favour  and  the  light  of  thy  countenance ; 
praying  thee  to  be  reconciled  to  us,  and  to  be 
at  peace  with  us,  as  a  Father  of  mercies  and 
a  (xod  of  all  consolation. 

Liord,  enable  us  to  walk  as  becomes  those 
upon  whom  thy  name  is  called.  May  we  be 
followers  of  Christ,  as  dear  children;  and 
adorn  the  doctrine  of  God  our  Saviour  in  all 
things.  May  thy  almighty  Spirit  so  write 
the  law  of  holiness  upon  our  minds,  that  it 
may  be  our  meat  and  drink  to  do  thy  will ; 
that  we  may  hate  all  iniquity,  and  every 
false  way ;  and  resemble  the  blessed  Jesus  as 
our  pattern,  while  we  trust  in  his  merits  as 
our  propitiation. 

Iiord,  make  our  services  acceptable  to  thee 
while  we  live,  and  our  souls  ready  for  thee 
when  we  die .  As  long  as  we  are  in  the  world, 
keep  us  from  the  evu  of  it ;  and  from  the 
snares  and  dangers  to  which  we  are  continu- 
ally exposed  in  our  passage  through  it.  O 
make  our  pilgrimage  safe  and  sure  through 
all  the  troubles,  changes,  and  temptations 
of  this  mortal  life,  to  wie  unchangeable  glo- 
ries and  felicities  of  the  life  everlasting. 

Be  merciful  to  us  this  day.    Keep  us  in  all 
our  ways ;  bless  all  our  lawtul  undettakwvff^  \ 
and  grant  that  we  may  do  not\v\tv^\svx\.^^^. 
s  acceptable  in  thy  sight.  Set  t\v^  \e«:t\^^^w 
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our  eyes  all  the  daylong;  and  put  thy  love 
into  our  hearts,  that  we  may  not  depart  from 
thee.  Bless  and  preserve  us  in  our  going 
out  and  our  coming  in.  May  the  angel  of 
thy  presence  save  us  from  all  sin  and  danger. 
Hear  and  answer  us,  O  Lord,  for  the  sake 
of  him  who  hath  loved  and  redeemed  us, 
even  the  Lord  our  righteousness ;  to  whom 
be  ascribed  the  kingdom,  the  powxr,  and  the 
glory.    Amen. 

HYMN 

For  Wednesday  Evening. 

With  joy  we  meditate  the  grace 

Of  our  high-priest  above ; 
His  heart  is  made  of  tenderness, 

His  bowels  melt  with  love. 

Touch'd  with  a  sympathy  within, 
He  knows  our  feeble  frame ; 
•    He  knows  what  sore  temptations  mean, 
For  he  has  felt  the  same. 

He  in  the  days  of  feeble  flesh 
Pour'd  out  his  cries  and  tears; 
And  in  his  measure  feels  a?Tes\v 
What  every  member  beats. 
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He'll  never  quench  the  smoking  flax, 

But  raise  it  to  a  flame ; 
The  bruised  reed  he  never  breaks, 

Nor  scorns  the  meanest  name. 

Then  let  our  humble  faith  address 

His  mercy  and  his  power ; 
We  shall  obtain  delivering  grace 

In  the  distressing  hour. 

PRAYER 

F(yi'  Wednesday  Evening, 

O  thou  Father  of  mercies,  and  God  of  all 
comfort,  how  precious  are  thy  thoughts  to- 
wards us,  how  great  is  the  sum  of  them !  This 
day,  and  every  day  of  our  lives,  we  have 
largely  experienced  thy  mercy,  and  lived  still 
upon  tny  fatherly  care  and  bounty.  Thou  re- 
newest  thy  favours  continually,  and  art  still 
pouring  upon  us  innumerable  benefits.  And, 
O  our  God,  we  esteem  it  one  of  the  greatest 
of  thy  favours,  that  we  have  liberty  to  come 
into  thy  presence,  to  call  thee  Father,  and  to 
make  known  our  requests  to  thee  by  prayer 
and  supplication  with  thanksgiving.  We 
would,  O  Lord^  accept  with  all  lYvaxvV^vsixNfc'^s* 
tMs  thy  great  grace  and  loving  \\xv!^xve,^'s»  Vq 
7^y  and  again  we  prostr2iiQ  owTse\ve%\>^Scrs 
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thee  this  evening,  to  acknowledge  thy  good- 
ness in  making  us  capable  of  knowing  and 
loving  thee.  To  thee,  therefore,  be  given 
by  us  and  by  all  thy  creatures  honour  and 
praise,  love  and  obedience,  as  long  as  we  have 
any  being. 

To  thee  would  we  devoutly  resign  both  soul 
and  body,  to  be  governed  and  ruled  according 
to  thy  holy  will  and  pleasure.  We  are  heart- 
ily sorry  that  we  have  not  done  it  fi-om  the 
beginning  of  our  lives  till  this  tim c .  We  arc 
ashamed  to  think  of  our  ingratitude  in  fol- 
lowing our  own  desires  so  long.  We  have 
done  those  things  which  we  ought  not  to  have 
done ;  and  we  have  left  undone  those  things 
which  We  ought  to  have  done ;  and  there  is  no 
health  in  us.  But  our  hope  is  in  that  infinite 
mercy  that  has  spared  us  so  long.  Open  our 
eyes,  we  beseech  thee,  to  see  our  transgres- 
sions ;  and  touch  our  hearts  with  sorrow  for 
sin.  AU  our  hope  is  in  that  love  that  has  re- 
deemed us  with  so  rich  a  price. 

We  earnestly  implore,  according  to  thy  pro- 
mise in  Christ  Jesus,  not  only  pardon,  but  also 
the  powerful  assistance  of  thy  Holy  Spirit  to 
enable  us  to  live  as  becomes  thy  children  and 
the  disciplea  of  thy  Son.     0  that  it  may  ever 
^e  ^/ra/ojo/our  hearts  to\>et\g\vleo\x&^\>^^^ 
^''^ righteous;  to  be  merciful ta»\XvawoMT\\a^- 
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venly  Father  art  merciful ;  to  be  holy  as  thou 
who  hast  called  us  art  holy  in  all  manner  of 
conversation.  May  the  memory  of  our  blessed 
Saviour,  and  his  aamirable  example,  be  ever 
dear  to  us;  that  we  may  cheerfully  follow  him 
in  his  humility,  meekness,  and  patience,  and 
deUght  to  do  thy  will,  O  God,  m  every  thing 
as  he  did. 

Accept  our  thanks  for  thy  merciful  pre- 
servation of  us  through  this  day*  We  come 
before  thee,  O  Lord,  with  a  new  load  of  thy 
benefits  added  to  all  the  blessings  thou  hast 
formerly  bestowed  upon  us. 

Again  we  would  humbly  commit  ourselves 
to  thy  protection  this  night ;  and  trust  in  thy 
care,  when  we  cannot  t^e  care  of  ourselves. 
Defend  us  from  all  evil ;  and  raise  us  up  in  the 
morning  in  such  a  sense  of  thy  goodness,  as 
shall  encourage  us  to  persevere  with  unwea- 
ried diligence  in  well  doing.  Give  us  grace 
to  behave  ourselves  aright  in  our  several  re- 
lations ;  that  we  may  adorn  the  doctrine  of 
Grod  our  Saviour  in  all  things  :  and  having 
donethy  will  here,  by  thy  grace  assisting  us, 
may  receive  immortal  honour  and  glory  here- 
after from  the  hands  of  Jesus  Christ,  our  mer- 
ciful Redeemer.     Amen. 
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MEDITATION 

For  Thursday  Morning, 

STRONG  FAITH. 

**  O  woman,  gjeat  is  thy  faith !" — Matt  xv.  28. 

What  an  honour  is  here  put  upon  faith !  and 
how  great  its  efficacy !  The  Son  of  God  is 
pleased  to  represent  himself  as  even  over- 
come, as  conquered  by  it.  Lord,  increase  my 
faith,  and  make  it  thus  victorious.  Let  me 
consider  the  character  of  this  faith.  It  was 
strong,  it  was  humble,  it  was  persevering. 

Faith  is  the  great  foundation-stone  of  the 
heavenly  building ;  upon  that  w^e  build  our 
knowledge  of  God, — of  all  he  is,  and  of  all 
that  he  has  done.  It  is  faith  that  sets  the  seal 
to  the  truth  of  God's  word,  to  the  truth  of  his 
promise.  It  is  faith  that  overcomes  the  world. 
A  weak  faith  will  yield  and  give  way  like  the 
waves  under  the  feet  of  Peter;  and  leave  us  to 
sink  when  we  need  its  support.  A  weak  and 
wavering  faith  is  like  the  waves  of  the  sea 
tossed  to  and  fro,  uncertain  where  to  fix,  or  on 
what  to  rest.  Lord,  let  my  faith  be  the  sub- 
stance  of  things  hoped  for,  the  evidence  of 
things  not  seen.  TnougVi  t\ve  \Y5[veT\\,'acwiQi\^ 
out  of  sight;  though  the  g\oY^  ^Tom\^^V\s» 
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ill  to  come ;  yet  faith  tells  me  it  is  secure, 
ay  I  feel  its  full,  its  attractive  force.  May 
itn  set  it  before  my  eyes.  May  1  find  it 
mply  the  place  of  presence,  of  possession,  of 
ght.  By  faith  may  my  understanding  be 
irected,  my  will  determined,  my  aifections 
oved,  and  my  life  governed.  By  this  hea- 
Dnly  light  may  my  darkness  be  done  away, 
id  my  soul  illuminated.  Heavenly  Father, 
ive  me  eyes  to  sec  the  glorious  things  which 
re  set  beiore  me  in  thy  gospel,  and  let  me 
alk  in  this  light. 

HYMN 

For  Thufsday  Morning, 

Faith  adds  new  charms  to  earthly  bliss, 

And  saves  us  from  its  snares ; 
Its  aid  in  every  duty  brings, 

And  softens  all  my  cares  : 

Extiuguishes  the  thirst  of  sin, 

And  lights  the  sacred  fire 
Of  love  to  God  and  heavenly  things. 

And  feeds  the  pure  desire. 

The  wounded  conscience  knows  its  power 

The  healing  balm  to  give ; 
That  balm  the  saddest  heart  c«sv  e\i't«t^ 

And  wake  the  dying  live. 
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Wide  it  unveils  celestial  worlds, 
Where  deathless  pleasures  reign ; 

And  bilk  me  seek  my  portion  there  : 
Nor  bids  me  seek  in  vain. 

Shews  me  the  precious  promise  seal'd 

With  the  Redeemer's  "blood; 
And  helps  my  feeble  hope  to  rest 

Upon  a  faithful  God. 

PRAYER 

For  Thursday  Morning. 

O  most  gracious  Father^  encouraged  by  thy 
precepts  and  promises,  and  by  the  mediation 
of  thy  dear  Son>  we  would  make  known  our 
requests  unto  thee  by  prayer  and  supplica- 
tion with  thanksgiving.  We  desire  to  bless 
thee,  O  Lord,  for  this  great  and  undeserved 

I)rivilege  of  access  unto  thee ;  and  to  acknow- 
edge  that  it  is  our  best  business  and  comfort 
to  worship  thee  daily  in  our  family. 

We  thank  thee  for  making  us  capable  of 
knowing  and  loving,  serving  and  en^joying 
thee.  And  adored  be  thy  mercy,  that  though 
by  pur  apostacy  from  thee,  we  have  destroyed 
ourselves;  yet  in  thee  may  help  be  found. 
"^e  thank  ihee  for  laying  YieVpfot  w^u-^crcvcywi 
^hat  is  mighty  and  able  to  save  to  \!ciB  ^^X^.ex- 
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most  all  that  come  unto  God  by  him.  Wo 
thank  thee^  if  Christy  and  salvation  by  him, 
have  been  made  in  any  degree  precious  to  our 
souls.  O  how  great  thy  patience  and  long 
suflFering  mercy,  which  spared  our  lives  while 
we  were  going  in  the  paths  of  the  destroyer ! 
0  how  wonderful  is  thy  loving  kindness,  if  any 
of  us  have  been  brought  to  a  serious  sense  of 
our  past  sinfulness,  awakened  to  true  repent- 
aiice>  and  enabled  to  seek  after  peace  with 
thee>  and  the  enjoyment  of  thy  favour,  as  our 
highest  happiness ! 

But  we  have  ill  requited  thee  for  all  thy 
goodness  and  love ;  the  sins  of  our  hearts  and 
hves,  of  our  childhood,  youth  and  riper  years, 
testify  against  us.  Long  did  we  forget  God 
and  our  soul8>  Christ  and  eternity,  and  live  in 
ignorance  and  unbelief.  Long  were  we  de^ 
ceived  by  earthly  vanities ;  and  too  long  did 
we  resist  the  motions  ofthy  Holy  Spirit.  Too 
often>  alas !  even  since  we  have  known  thee 
and  engaged  ourselves  to  thee,  have  we  re- 
turned to  folly,  and  have  been  negligent  in 
loving  and  serving  thee. 

But,  fflory  be  to  thy  name,  there  is  forgive- 
ness witli  thee,  that  thou  mayest  be  feared. 
O  wash  us  in  the  blood  of  thy  dear  Son,  sanc- 
tify  na  by  his  Spirit,  and  accent  \v&  \sv\eA 
men'ta.     We  dare  not  draw  mg\Lto  V)cka^>\svi5^ 
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in  the  name  of  Christ ;  nor  expect  any  mercy 
but  for  his  sake.  O  Holy  Spirit,  dwell  in  our 
hearts  by  faith,  fill  us  with  heavenly  love,  and 
strengthen  us  for  all  holy  obedience.  Let  our 
thoughts  and  affections  be  fixed  on  God  and 
Christ,  on  divine  precepts  and  promises.  Let 
grace  regulate  and  sanctify  all  our  words  and 
actions,  our  senses,  appetites,  and  passions. 
Help  us  to  love  our  neighbours  as  ourselves, 
and  to  do  all  the  ffood  in  our  power,  both  to 
their  souls  and  homes.  Take  away  our  pride, 
and  clothe  Us  with  humility ;  and  put  upon  us 
the  ornament  of  a  meek  and  quiet  spirit. 
Deliver  us 'from  every  snare  of  sin,  and 
every  hurtful  lust.  Especially  save  us  from 
the  sin  that  most  easily  besets  us. 

We  humbly  thank  thee  for  our  safety  anc 
repose  during  the  last  night ;  and  the  healt' 
and  comfort  we  enjoy  this  morning.    Keep  i 
in  thy  fear,  faith,  and  love,  all  this  day.  Gra^ 
us  to  grow  in  grace,  and  the  knowledge  of  o 
Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ.    Make 
faithful,  diligent,  and  circumspect  in  all  f 
duties  of  our  several  places  and  relations :  ? 
dispose  of  all  our  worldly  affairs  as  shaV 
most  for  thine  own  glory,  and  the  welfai 
our  immortal  souls.  We  entreat  thee  to 
don  our  sinsy  accept  our  service, ^xv^l^- 
^oswer  of  peace  to  our  -pTayeiSjfet  >S 
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thy  dear  Son,  our  Redeemer  and  Saviour 
lo  has  ffraciously  taught  us  thus  to  pray; 
IT  Father,  which  art  in  heaven,  occ. — 
01  en. 

HYMN 

For  Thursday  Eceniiig. 

O  that  the  Lord  would  guide  my  ways 

To  keep  his  statutes  still : 
O  that  my  God  would  grant  me  grace 

To  know  and  do  his  will. 

O  send  thy  Spirit  down  to  write 

Thy  law  upon  my  heart : 
Nor  let  my  tongue  indulge  deceit. 

Nor  act  the  liar's  part. 

From  vanity  turn  off  my  eyes ; 

Let  no  corrupt  design. 
Nor  covetous  desire  arise 

Within  this  soul  of  mine. 

Order  my  footsteps  by  thy  word, 

And  make  my  heart  sincere ; 
Let  sin  have  no  dominion,  Lord, 

But  keep  my  conscience  clear. 

My  soul  hath  gone  too  far  astray. 

My  feet  too  often  slip : 
Yet,  since  I've  not  forgot  the  vra^ , 
Restore  thy  tvand'ring  shee^. 
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Make  me  to  walk  in  thy  commands ;  f 

^Hs  a  delightful  road:  " 

Nor  let  my  head,  or  heart,  or  hands,  ■! 

Ofiend  against  my  (jod.  * 


h 


PRAYER 

For  Thursday  Ecening. 

O  thou  high  and  lofty  One,  who  inhabitcst 
eternity,  whose  name  is  Holy,  and  who  dwcU- 
est  in  tKe  high  and  holy  place !  We  bless  thee 
for  assuring  us  that  uiou  dost  condescend  to 
dwell  with  liim  also  that  is  of  a  contrite  and 
humble  spirit ;  to  revive  the  spirit  of  the 
humble,  and  the  heart  of  the  contrite  ones. 
Invited  by  thy  goodness,  and  constrained  by 
our  own  necessities,  we  bow  before  thee,  hum- 
bly confessing  our  sins,  thankfully  acknow- 
leagiug  thy  mercies,  and  earnestly  praying 
for  erace  to  help  us  in  every  time  of  need. 

We  would  lament  with  the  most  humble 
self  abasement  and  contrition  of  spirit,  that 
we  have  so  long  walked  contrary  to  thy  holy 
law,  and  followed  the  devices  and  desires  of 
our  own  evil  hearts :  that  we  have  been  lovers 
of  pleasure  more  than  lovers  of  God ;  and 
have  idolized  the  vanities  of  a  perishing 
world.  We  have  abused  thy  patience,  for- 
/foarancc,  and  long  suffenng^AB^  viVa^^lv  thou 
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hast  been  leading  us  to  repentance.  We  have 
hardened  our  hearts  against  the  warnings  of 
thy  word  and  Spirit,  thy  providence  and  our 
own  consciences ;  we  have  put  far  from  us  the 
day  of  affliction  and  death;  we  have  cared 
more  for  our  frail  and  dying  bodies,  than  for 
our  immortal  souls ;  and  for  the  things  of 
time,  than  how  to  be  saved  from  hell,  and 
live  for  ever  with  Christ  in  heavenly  glory. 
We  have  contented  ourselves  with  tne  form 
of  godliness,  without  the  life  and  power  of  it. 
But,  O  God,  visit  our  souls  with  thy  for- 
giving love.  Though  our  sins  deserve  thine 
eternal  wrath,  yet  thy  well  beloved  Son  hath 
died  for  us ;  and  in  him  there  is  infinite 
worthiness.  For  his  sake  justify  us  by  thy 
grace,  adopt  us  into  thy  family,  and  make  us 
partakers  of  the  divine  nature.  May  thy 
Holy  Spirit  fill  our  minds  with  faith  ana  wis- 
dom, and  our  hearts  with  holiness  and  love. 
Let  the  thoughts  of  thy  love  to  us  in  Christ, 
of  our  pardon  and  pe^oQ  with  thee,  and  of 
the  promised  joys  of  heaven,  be  our  comfort 
under  all  the  afflictions  and  sorrows  of  life. 
Teach  us  to  redeem  our  precious  time,  to  lay 
up  treasure  in  heaven,  and  to  seek  first  the 
kingdom  of  God  and  his  righteousticss^ttust- 
mgr  tbjr gracious -promise,  mat  a\\o\ivet  \Jk«v^ 
shall  be  added  unto  us,  80  far  aaXivei^  «x^v5^ 
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our  good  and  thy  glory.  Help  us  to  bear 
every  suffering  with  faith  and  patience. 
Make  us  conquerors  over  every  temptation, 
and  preserve  us  to  thy  heavenly  kingdom. 

Let  thy  blessing  be  on  this  family,  on  all 
our  cares  and  concerns.  Ever  keep  us  in  love 
and  peace,  and  in  every  holy  duty  to  thee 
and  to  one  another.  \V  e  thank  thee  for  the 
mercies  of  our  past  lives,  and  particularly  of 
this  day.  Protect  us  this  night  from  every 
evil.  Kefresh  us  with  rest  m  sleep.  Pre- 
pare us  for  the  duties  and  events  of  the  mor- 
row. May  we  live  every  day  in  th/fear,  and 
to  thy  glory ;  that  we  may  live  with  thee  in  a 
glorious  eternal  day,  wnere  there  shall  be 
night  no  more  for  ever.  Hear  and  answer 
us  in  all  our  imperfect  petitions  and  suppli- 
cations, for  the  sake  of  our  all-prevailing  In- 
tercessor.    Amen. 


MEDITATION 

For  Friday  Morning. 

THE    CHRISTIAN    RACE. 

"  Wherefore  seeing  we    also   are   compassed 
^  about  with  so  great  a  cVoudo^  m\xv«ssft?»^  let  us 
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'*  lay  aside  every  weight,  and  the  sin  which  doth 

*  so  easily  beset  us,  and  let  us  run  with  patience 

*  the  race  that  is  set  before  us,  looking  unto 
'  Jesus  the  author  and  finisher  of  our  faith." 
—Hebrews  xii.  1 — 2. 

Christians  have  a  race  to  run ;  a  race  of 
service^  and  a  race  of  sufferings ;  a  course  of 
dbedience,  both  active  and  passive.  This 
race  is  set  before  them ;  it  is  marked  out  both 
by  the  word  of  God^  and  the  examples  of  his 
faithful  servants,  that  cloud  of  witnesses, 
with  which  they  are  encompassed. 

It  is  set  out  by  proper  limits  and  direc- 
tions :  the  mark  they  run  to,  and  the  prize 
they  run  for,  are  set  before  them.  This  race 
must  be  run  with  patience  and  perseverance. 
There  will  be  need  of  patience  to  encounter 
the  difficulties  that  lie  in  our  way;  of  perse- 
verance to  resist  all  temptations  to  desist  or 
turn  aside.  Faith  and  patience  are  the  con- 
quering graces ;  and  therefore  must  always 
be  cultivated  and  kept  in  lively  exercise. 
Above  all.  Christians  have  the  example  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  to  animate  and  encourage 
them ;  and  they  are  directed  to  run, "  looking 
unto  Jesus,  the  author  and  finisher  of  our 
faith."  He  is  not  only  the  object  of  this  faith, 
but  likewise  its  author.  rLe  \a  VJcv^  ^^"^X 
eader  and  precedent  of  out  £a\\\i  \  V*^  ^  '^^ 
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purchaser  of  the  Spirit  of  faith ;  the  promul- 
gator of  the  rule  of  faith,  the  efficient  cause 
of  the  grace  of  faith.  .  He  is  likewise  the 
finisher  of  our  faith :  the  fulfiUer  of  all  scrip- 
ture promises  and  prophecies :  he  is  the  fi- 
nisher of  grace  and  the  work  of  faith  in  the 
souls  of  his  people :  and  he  is  the  judge  and 
the  rewarder  of  their  faith :  he  determines 
who  are  they  that  reach  the  mark,  and  from 
him  and  in  nim  they  have  the  prize. 

Look  unto  Jesus ;  look  at  the  trials  he  met 
with  in  his  race  and  course.  ''  He  endured 
the  contradiction  of  sinners  against  himself." 
They  were  continually  opposing  him,  and 
crossing  his  great  designs ;  and  though  he 
could  easily  have  confounded  them,  yet  he 
endured  their  perverseness  and  provocations 
with  the  greatest  patience.  *^  He  endured 
the  cross," — all  the  sufferings  he  met  with  in 
the  world;  for  he  took  up  his  cross  betimes; 
and  at  length  endured  that  painful,  ignomi- 
nious, and  accursed  death.  "  He  also  despised 
the  shame,"  and  was  infinitely  superior  to  all 
the  reproaches  that  were  cast  upon  him. 

Amidst  all  he  had  joy — the  joy  set  before 

him,  to  make  peace  between  God  and  man ;  to 

open  a  irajof^  salvation,  even  for* the  chief  of 

sinners;  and  also  thathe\v\ms<M\?«&\jci\\sc 

^rom  the  dead,  "  the  ftTst-\>0TO  ^\ftsm%\ft»xv^ 
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brethren."  And  now  he  is  set  down  at  the 
right-hand  of  the  throne  of  God.  He  is  ex- 
alted to  a  station  of  the  highest  honour,  and 
of  the  greatest  power  and  influence ;  and  ever 
lives  to  make  intercession  for  his  people. 

Let  us  then  consider  him,  meditate  much 
upon  him,  look  to  him  for  direction,  for  assist- 
ance, and  for  acceptance  in  all  our  sufferings. 
If  we  compare  Cnrist's  sufferings  with  our 
own,  we  shall  find  that  they  far  exceed  ours 
both  in  nature  and  in  measure.  These  con- 
siderations will  be  a  means  to  prevent  our 
weariness  and  fainting ;  and  therefore,  it  is 
added,  *^  Consider  him  that  endured  such 
contradiction  of  sinners  against  himself,  lest 
ye  be  weary  and  faint  in  your  minds." 

There  is  a  proneness  in  the  best  to  grow 
weary,  and  to  faint  under  their  trials  and  af- 
flictions; especially  when  they  prove  heavy, 
and  of  long  continuance ;  and  the  best  way  to 
prevent  this,  is  to  look  unto  Jesus  and  con- 
sider him.  By  faith  and  meditation  we  shall 
obtain  fresh  supplies  of  strength,  comfort,  and 
courage ;  for  Be  has  assured  us,  "If  we  suf- 
fer with  him,  we  shall  also  reign  with  him." 

Now  to  him  who  hath  loved  us,  and  given 
us  everlasting  consolation  and  good  ho^je 
through    grace,    be     evetVaslm^   Y^i\^^^* 
Amen, 

\^1 
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HYMN 

For  Friday  Morning. 
Awake  our  souls,  away  our  fears, 

Let  every  trembling  thought  be  gone ! 
Awake,  and  run  the  heavenly  race, 

And  put  a  cheerful  courage  on. 

True,  'tis  a  strait  and  thorny  road, 
And  mortal  spirits  tire  and  faint : 

But  they  forget  the  mighty  God 

That  feeds  the  strength  of  every  saint ; 

The  mighty  God  whose  matchless  powV 
Is  ever  new,  and  ever  young ; 

And  firm  endures  while  endless  years 
Their  everlasting  circles  run. 

FroI^  thee,  the  everflowing  spring, 
Our  souls  shall  drink  a  fresh  supply ; 

While  such  as  trust  their  native  strength, 
Shall  melt  away,  and  droop,  and  die. 

Swid  as  an  eagle  cuts  the  air 

We'll  mount  aloft  to  thine  abode ; 

On  wings  of  love  our  souls  shall  fly. 
Nor  tire  amidst  the  heavenly  road. 

PRAYER 

For  Friday  Morning, 

Almighty  God,  theEatheT  o?\\%W,&oxu 
nhom  Cometh  do\\Ti  eveiy  gooOi  ?Lwii^^\^^<: 
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gift,  wc  bless  thee,  that  through  thy  tender 
m^rcy  the  day-spring  fipom  on  high  hath  visited 
us^  to  give  light  to  them  that  sit  in  darkness 
and  in  the  shadow  of  deaths  to  guide  our  feet 
into  the  way  of  peace.  We  thank  thee  for  the 
gracious  assurance  of  thy  beloved  Son,  our 
only  Lord  and  Saviour,  "1  am  the  light  of  the 
world ;  he  that  followeth  me  shall  not  walk  in 
darkness ;  but  shall  have  the  light  of  life.*' 
Grant,  we  beseech  thee,  O  Lord,  that  we  may 
not  love  darkness  rather  than  light ;  lest  it 
should  turn  to  our  condemnation  mat  li^ht  is 
come  into  the  world.  O  may  we  work  the 
work  of  God,  by  believing  in  him  whom  he 
hath  sent.  Teach  us  to  glorify  thy  name,  and 
to  work  out  our  salvation  with  fear  and  trem- 
bling. Deeply  impress  on  our  hearts  the 
solemn  consideration,  that  upon  this  moment 
of  time  depends  an  unchanging  eternity ;  and 
that  our  everlasting  happiness  hangs  upon  a 
life  so  quickly  gone,  ana  that  will  never  re- 
turn. Let  us  gird  up  the  loins  of  our  minds, 
and  in  thy  strength  prepare  in  earnest  to  run 
the  christian  race.  Are  we  slothful?  Do  thou 
awaken  us.  Are  we  burdened  with  easily  be- 
setting sins  ?  O  enable  us  to  cast  them  off, 
and  to  watch  unto  prayer. 
TurnawayouY  eyes  frombe\vo\^tvaN«:Kv\,^  > 
and  quicken  thou  us  in  thy  \^ay«*    miaXs.^  >a3 
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as  zealous  for  our  God,  as  we  have  been  eager 
for  the  world :  and  enable  us  to  shew  the  sin- 
cerity of  our  profession  by  that  zeal  and  fer- 
vour, which  are  the  very  life  and  soul  of  re- 
ligion. 

O  our  Father,  if  we  have  ever  wanted  com- 
fort, it  is  not  because  thou  wantest  mercy ! 
if  we  have  ever  wanted  strength,  it  is  not  be- 
cause thine  arm  is  shortened  or  thine  ear 
heavy.  It  has  been  our  own  frailty  and  sin 
that  nas  hindered  and  drawn  us  aside  from  the 
christian  course.  We  turned  not  ofFour  eyes 
from  the  vanities  that  surrounded  us.  We 
have  given  place  to  the  world,  the  flesh,  and 
the  devil ;  and  thus  have  been  burdened  and 
hindered  by  them.  Thy  grace  it  is,  O  hea- 
venly Father,  that  has  called  us  to  the  chris- 
tian race.  O  make  us  so  firmly  thine,  that 
nothing  that  befals  us  in  the  world  may  sepa- 
rate us  from  thee.  Let  us  not  be  of  them  that 
draw  back  unto  perdition ;  but  of  them  that 
believe  to  the  saving^of  the  soul.  Hold  thou 
us  up,  and  we  shalTbe  safe ;  and  shall  have 
respect  unto  thy  statutes  continually.  And 
as  we  too  often  renew  our  sins,  gracious  Lord, 
renew  us  again  to  repentance.  Though  we 
fall  let  us  not  be  utterly  cast  down :  but  up- 
AoJd  us  with  thine  Alin\gVvl^\v^.wSL,  ^\esaka 
"^>2uYA/u7  unto  death,  t\iatX\vo^xm«.^^^^.iv^vi 
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U8  the  crown  oflifc.  Make  us  to  endure  unto 
the  end,  that  we  may  be  saved;  and  receive 
the  glorious  prize  of  our  high  calling,  even 
the  salvation  of  our  souls.     Amen. 


HYMN 

*      For  Friday  Evening.     , . 

Ye  servants  of  the  Lord, 
Each  in  his  office  wait 
Observant  of  his  heavenly  word, 
And  watchful  at  his  gate. 

Let  all  your  lamps  be  bright, 
And  trim  the  golden  flame : 
Gird  up  your  loins,  as  in  his  sight ; 
For  awful  is  his  name. 

O  happy  servant  he, 
In  such  a  posture  found ! 
He  shall  his  Lord  with  rapture  see, 
And  be  with  honour  crowned. 

Christ  shall  the  banquet  spread 
"With  his  own  royal  hand  ; 
And  raise  that  faithful  servant's  head 
Amidst  the  angelic  band. 
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PRAYER 

For  Friday  Evening. 

FOR    QUICKENING   GRACE. 

O  God  of  all  grace,  who  hastof  thine  abound- 
ing mercy  provided  a  Saviour  for  sinners, 
we  come  beiore  thee,  according  to  thy  com- 
mand, to  supplicate  thy  grace  to  work  m  us  to 
will  and  do  of  thy  good  pleasure ;  and  that 
thou  wouldest  give  us  to  believe  in  Jesus  to 
the  saving  of  our  souls.  This  is  life  eternal, 
to  know  thee  the  only  true  God,  and  Jesus 
Christ  whom  thou  hast  sent.  O  let  us  not  be 
alienated  from  thee  through  the  blindness  of 
our  hearts !  but  shine  into  our  minds  to  give 
us  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  thy  glory,  as 
seen  in  «Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 

We  acknowledge  and  bewail  before  thee,  O 
thou  all-seeing  God,  our  backwardness  to  the 
duties  of  thy  holy  service.  We  should  de- 
light in  thy  law,  and  serve  thee  with  all  glad- 
ness of  hekrt,  making  it  our  meat  and  arink 
to  do  thy  will :  but  alas,  how  cold  and  listless 
are  we  in  die  performance  of  that  which  most 
nearly  and  eternally  conceYtia  \is\  N^  ^  «t^ 
^Jjve  to  the  world,  and  ever  xeaOi^  \.Q\ie\x^Tv^- 
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ported  with  the  objects  of  sense ;  but  oh^  how 
heavy  and  dead  in  those  offices  of  attendance 
on  our  Lord^  which  are  the  joy  and  glory  of  the 
hosts  of  heaven !  Truly  our  souls  cleave  unto 
the  dust.  O  quicken  us^  according  to  thy 
word.  Quicken  us^  O  Lord^  according  to  thy 
command^  which  requires  us  to  be  spiritually 
minded^  fervent  in  spirit,  serving  the  Lord. 
Quicken  us  according  to  thy  promise,  that  sin 
shall  not  have  dominion  over  thy  servants ; 
and  that  thou  wilt  perfect  that  which  con- 
cemeth  them.  O  gracious  Lord,  be  thou 
pleased  to  perfect  that  which  concerns  our 
souls.  With  our  whole  hearts  will  we  seek 
thee ;  O  let  us  not  wander  from  thy  command- 
ments. Thy  word  would  we  hide  in  our 
hearts,  that  we  may  not  sin  against  thee.  We 
would  delight  ourselves  in  thy  statutes,  and 
never  forget  thy  ways.  Thy  testimonies 
would  we  take  as  our  heritage  for  ever ;  for 
they  are  the  rejoicing  of  our  souls.  Incline 
our  hearts  to  perform  them  always,  even  unto 
the  end.  May  we  account  all  things  but  loss, 
that  we  may  be  found  in  Christ  Jesus  our 
Lord,  having  the  righteousness  which  is  of 
God  by  faith.  May  we  be  conformed  to  him  in 
his  death,  and  partake  of  the  power  of  his 
resurrection.  May  we  press  coivlm\xa!^^j  Sft't- 
irardto  the  prize  of  ourhigYi  c«XVm%,\vwv 
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our  conversation  in  heaven ;  and  looking  for 
the  glorious  appearmg  of  our  Lord  and  Sa- 
viour, who  shall  change  our  vile  bodies,  and 
fashion  them  like  unto  his  own  glorious  body ; 
according  to  the  mighty  working  whereby  he 
is  able  even  to  subdue  all  things  to  himself. 
Now  to  him  who  hath  loved  us,  and  given 
himself  for  us,  be  all  honour  and  glory. 


MEDITATION 

For  Saturday  Morning, 

•'  A  peculiar  people." — 1  Peter,  ii.  9. 

Distinguished  from  the  rest  of  the  world,  not 
only  by  their  general  profession  of  Christian- 
ity ;  but  by  the  peculiar  grace  of  God  be- 
stowed upon  them.  By  their  peculiarly  lively 
faith  in  tne  Redeemer's  sacrifice  and  media- 
tion, and  their  divine  union  with  him  through 
his  Spirit :  by  their  peculiarly  affectionate 
attachment  to  him,  and  delight  in  him,  as 
their  only  Saviour ;  by  their  trust  and  hope  in 
Ai8 promises,  and  obedience  to  his  will;  by 
^A^irj^ecuiiarseriousiiessaTideoTi'&Vaxvc^  m\^^ 
^yorship  of  God,  their  pecu\\«it\o\'^X»QWim' 


SATURDAY   MORNING.  123 

other,  and  ^pod  will  to  all  men.  In  a  word,  by 
their  peculiar  likeness  to  God,  their  relish  for 
the  pleasures  of  religion,  their  regard  to  their 
duty  in  this  world,  and  their  infinitely  supe- 
rior interests  in  another. 

Lord,  grant  us  thy  grace,  that  we  may  be 
numbered  with  this  peculiar  people  :  give  us 
more  and  more  of  that  wisdom  which  is  from 
above,  which  is  pure  and  peaceable,  full  of 
mercy  and  good  fruits ;  more  of  that  true  and 
vital  faith,  by  which  we  may  cleave  to  thee 
and  thy  word,  be  led  to  abhor  all  sin,  and 
practise  all  righteousness  and  goodness,  as  a 
people  zealous  of  good  works.  Of  this  kind 
of  singularity,  however  neglected  or  derided 
by  the  world,  may  it  be  our  privilege  to  par- 
take largely. 

HYMN 

For  Saturday  Morning. 

O  happy  soul  that  lives  on  high, 

While  men  lie  grov'ling  here ! 
His  hopes  are  fixt  above  the  sky, 

And  faith  forbids  his  fear. 

His'conscience  knows  no  secret  stings. 

While  peace  and  joy  combine 
To  form  a  life,  whose  holy  s^tva^ 
Are  hidden  and  divine. 
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He  waits  in  secret  on  hiq  God  ; 

His  God  in  sectet  sees : 
Let  earth  be  all  in  arms  abroad^ 

He  dwells  in  heavenly  peace. 

He  wants  no  pomp  nor  royal  tlirone, 

To  make  him  happy  here ; 
Cotitent  and  pleas'd  to  live  unknown, 

Till  Christ  his  life  appear. 

He  looks  to  heaven's  eternal  hill, 

To  meet  that  glorious  day  : 
dut  patient  waits  his  SaViout's  will, 

H»  soul  to  call  away. 

PRAYER 

For  Saturday  Morning. 

Most  merciful  God  and  Father^  art  thou  in 

thy  infinite  condescension  and  mercy  saying 

to  thy  ofTending  creatures^  ^'Seek  ye  my 

face  ?  "  And  shall  not  our  hearts  reply, "  Thy 

face.  Lord,  will  we  seek,"  and  that  with  our 

whole  hearts.     Blessed  are  they  whom  thou 

choosest,  and  causest  to  approach  unto  thee. 

It  is  good  for  us  to  draw  near  to  thee ;  for  thou 

art  good  to  the  souls  that  seek  thee.     Thou 

^rt  rich  in  mercy  to  all  tliat  ca\\.\rpwv\)ftaQ;,\ft 

^^  that  call  upon  thee  in  tiut\i*    X*  ^  ^o«^^  ^^ 
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plead  those  gracious  promises  on  which  thou 
nast  caused  us  to  hope.  Put  thy  laws  in  our 
minds^  and  write  them  in  our  hearts^  and  our 
sins  and  iniquities  remember  no  more.  Thou 
hast  graciously  promised^  that  if  we  walk  in 
the  light  as  tnou  art  in  the  light,  we  shall 
have  fellowship  with  thee  the  Father,  and 
with  thy  Son  Jesus  Christ.  O  sanctify  these 
sinful  hearts,  and  dwell  in  them  by  the  influ- 
ences of  thy  Holy  Spirit.  Give  us  that  lively 
hope,  which  may  make  us  purify  ourselves 
even  as  thou  art  pure,  and  that  ardent  love  to 
thee  that  will  make  us  cheerfully  do  thy  will. 
O  thou  great  rewarder  of  them  that  dili- 
gently seek  thee,  help  us  seriously  to  engage 
m  thy  service,  to  run  the  way  of  thy  com- 
manaments  without  weariness,  and  to  walk 
therein  without  fainting.  May  we  exercise 
ourselves  unto  godliness,  continuing  watch- 
ful in  prayer,  keeping  our  hearts  with  all 
diligence,  and  runmng  the  race  set  before  us 
with  all  cheerfulness ;  ever  labouring  to  be 
accepted  here  to  thy  favour,  and  hereafter  to 
thy  fflory ;  being  full  of  ardour  in  thywork, 
and  lull  of  good  fruit  to  thy  honour.  To  this 
end,  we  beseech  thee,  O  Liord,  to  strengthen 
us  with  all  might  by  thy  Spirit  in  the  iuuer- 
man.  Blessed  be  thy  name,  O  Oodi,  Vl'Owsvi^ 
Aast  inspired  our  hearts  mt\v  xXv^^^VOos 
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desires  and  resolutions.  It  is  an  earnest  we 
hope  of  thy  never-failing  love  towards  us. 
Heavenly  Father,  it  is  our  joy  and  glory 
that  we  know  thee ;  that  we  live  under  the 
care  of  thy  wise,  merciful,  and  almighty  pro- 
vidence at  present ;  and  have  the  promise  of 
remission  of  sins,  and  of  a  crown  of  life  in  thy 
presence,  where  there  is  fulness  of  joy,  and 
pleasures  for  evermore.  This  is  all  our  sal- 
vation, and  all  our  desire.  We  rejoice,  hea- 
venly Father,  in  thy  love.  Bless  the  Lord,  O 
our  souls,  and  all  that  is  within  us,  bless  his 
holy  name !  Bless  the  Lord  with  us,  ye  hea- 
venly hosts,  who  rejoice  over  one  sinner  that 
repenteth,  ye  ministers  of  his  that  do  his 
pleasure !  And  O  that  this  joy  may  increase 
continually ;  and  while  we  grow  in  grace  and 
holiness,  may  the  joy  of  the  Lord  be  our 
strength  ;  and  may  we  go  from  strength  to 
strength,  till  at  last  we  shall  meet  around  thy 
throne,  and  enter  into  the  joy  of  our  Lord. 

With  these  devout  impressions  we  would 
enter  upon  the  duties  of  this  day.     Let  the 
doing  of  our  duty  be  our  pleasure,  and  to 
serve  thee  be  our  great  reward.     Let  a  con- 
tented mind  be  instead  of  all  we  want ;  and  a 
thankful  heart  sweeten   every  enjoyment. 
.^«J^a/iumbIesubmiss\oiv\.olVj\N\^Y^^^^^N^ 
Jn  us  a  settled  tranquillity  o?  Ttviwdi^  iNL\?i.m^^ 
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r  thoughts  be  much  there  while  we  live, 
lere  we  desire  to  be  when  we  come  to  die. 
liat  heaven  being  our  aim,  our  hope,  and 
e  longing  expectation  of  our  souls,  we  may 
nquer  all  difficulties  in  our  way  to  it ;  and 
►  tnrough  honour  and  dishonour,  good  re- 
>Tt  and  evil  report,  prosperity  and  adver- 
:y,  with  cheermlness  and  evenness  of  mind, 
nd  at  last  briiig  us,  we  pray  thee,  to  eternal 
st  and  peace  with  our  glorified  Redeemer, 
lo  is  able  to  do  for  us  abundantly  above  all 
at  we  can  ask,  conceive,  or  think ; — to  wash 
i  from  our  sins  in  his  blood,  to  sanctify  us  by 
s  Spirit,  and  to  make  us  unto  our  God  kings 
id  priests.  To  him  be  glory  for  ever  and 
er.     Amen. 

HYMN 

For  Saturday  Evening. 

Lord,  I  am  thine,  but  thou  wilt  prove 
My  faith,  my  patience,  and  my  love ; 
When  scornful  men  against  me  join, 
They  are  the  sword,  the  hand  is  thine. 

Their  hope  and  portion  lie  below  : 
'Tis  all  the  happiness  they  know  ; 
'TIs  all  they  seek :  they  take  \\vevt  ^'ax^'^> 
Then  die^  and  leave  it  to  lYveit  \vw%* 
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What  sinners  value,*  I  resign ; 
Lord,  'tis  enough  that  thou  art  mine ; 
I  shall  behold  thy  blissful  face. 
And  stand  complete  in  righteousness. 

This  life's  a  dream,  an  empty  show ; 
But  the  bright  world  to  which  I  go, 
Hath  joys  substantial  and  sincere  ; 
When  shall  I  wake,  and  find  me  there  ? 

0  glorious  hour  !  O  blest  abode ! 

1  shall  be  near  and  like  my  God ; 
And  flesh  and  sin  no  more  controul , 
The  sacred  pleasures  of  the  soul. 

My  flesh  shall  slumber  in  the  ground, 
Till  the  lafit  trumpet's  joyful  sound ; 
Then  burst  the  chains  with  sweet  surprise. 
And  in  my  Saviour's  image  rise. 

PRAYER 

Fen-  Saturday  Evening, 

Almighty  and  most  merciful  Father,  by 
whom  we  were  made,  and  in  whom  we  live, 
move,  and  have  our  being;  to  thy  tender 
compassion  we  owe  our  safety  the  day  past, 
with  a]]  the  hopes  of  thy  approaching  sab- 
hath.  Unto  thee  wouVdvje  gvN^  \!wM!kks,  O 
Grod,  our  exceeding  joy :  e\et^  ft^^-^  ^wJs.\ 
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S88  thee^  and  praise  thy  name  forever 

irer. 

would  thank  thee  with  all  our  souls^  if 

1  any  returns  of  love  to  thee ;  if  we  have 

the  least  progress  in  the  path  of  life 

J  the  week  which  is  now  drawing  to  a 

Behold,  O  Lord,  we  present  ourselves 
)efore  thee,  to  be  inspired  with  such  a 
fill  sense  of  thy  love,  as  may  move  us 
powerfully  towards  thee ;  and  awaken 
^eater  earnestness,  zeal,  and  diligence 

way  of  thy  commandments, 
hat  Jesus,  the  hope  of  glory,  may  be 
d  in  us,  in  all  humility  and  meekness, 
ice  and  righteousness ;  and  an  absolute 
ider  of  our  souls  and  bodies  to  thy  holy 
ad  pleasure.  May  we  no  lonffer  live, 
hrist  live  in  us;  ana  may  the  li^  we  live 
flesh,  be  by  the  faith  ot  the  Son  of  God, 
3ved  us  and  gave  himself  for  us — the 
abrance  of  that  love  is  most  dear  and 
»us. 

in  would  we  ofier  up  ourselves  sincerely 
je,  to  do  thy  will,  O  God,  as  our  blessed 
and  Master  did.  We  would  repose  an 
!  confidence  in  thee,  who  hast  not  spared 
vn  Son,  but  given  him  up  for  us  all.  We 

humbly  and  reverently  acec^X.  \ft\aX.- 
thou  sendest  us;  and  m  CNex^^Jtt«\% 
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give  thanks^  which  is  thy  will  concerning'  ns 
in  Christ  Jesus.  We  trust  thou  wilt  never 
leave  us  nor  forsake  us :  but  conduct  us  safely 
through  all  the  changes  of  our  condition  here 
in  an  unchanging  love  to  thee,  and  in  holy 
composure  and  tranquillity  of  mind  in  thy 
love  to  us,  till  we  come  to  live  with  thee  and 
emoy  thee  for  ever. 

To  thy  watchful  providence  we  commit  our- 
selves this  night;  to  be  secured  and  protected 
by  thee,  when  we  cannot  protect  ourselves. 
May  it  please  thee  to  give  this  family  com- 
fortable rest  and  repose ;  to  defend  our  habi- 
tation, and  all  about  us  from  accident  and 
alarm ;  and  to  raise  us  in  health  and  cheerful- 
ness to  praise  thee. 

Fit  us  K)r  the  enjoyment  andimprovement  of 
thy  holy  day ;  then  we  will  sing  of  thy  power ; 
yea,  we  will  sing  aloud  of  thy  mercy  in  the 
morning;  because  thou  hastbeen  our  defence 
and  our  refuse  at  all  times.  Unto  thee,  O  our 
strength,  will  we  sing ;  for  it  is  a  good  thing  to 
sinff  praises  to  thy  name,  O  thou  most  High ; 
to  show  forth  thy  loving  kindness  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  thy  faithfulness  every  night.    Thus 
would  we  both  lay  ourselves  down  in  peace 
and  sleep ;  for  thou,  Lord,  otlly,  makest  us  to 
dwell  in  safety.  And  w\vet\veT  \?eNqi>?L%\sL>&Ma» 
^vorld  or  another,  may  Nve  b\3X  \ie  Y^^\«av'i^ 
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,  for  thy  mercy  endureth  for  ever.  We 
bly  beseech  thee  to  accept  these  our 
srrect  petitions  and  unworthy  praises^ 
ugh  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.    Amen. 


V.1 
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MEDITATION 

For  the  Lor(Ps-Day  Morning, 

"  I  am  the  true  vine,  and  my  Father  is  the 
husbandman." — John  xv.  1. 

Never  was  any  vineyard  so  honoured;  never 
was  any  husbandman  so  wise,  so  watchful 
over  his  vineyard,  as  God  is  over  his  church. 
The  true  vine  is  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Of 
this  vine  believers  are  the  branches.  The 
root,  though  unseen,  bears  the  tree,  diffuseth 
the  sap,  and  is  all  in  all  to  its  flourishing  and 
fruitfulness.  So  our  life  is  hid  with  Christ  in 
God.  The  branches,  though  manv  and  ex- 
tended, all  meet  in  the  root,  and  all  form  but 
one  vine.  Of  all  Christ's  disciples  it  is  the 
great  concern  to  keep  up  a  constant  depend- 
ence upon  him,  and  communion  with  him ;  to 
adhere  habitually  to  him,  and  actually  derive 
from  him  all  their  spiritual  life.  Their  aim  is 
so  to  abide  in  him  by  faith,  that  he,  accord- 

ing  to  his  promise,  may  \>y  \v\s  'SrjmV  ^\i\dQ 

in  them. 
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Union  with  Christ  is  a  divine  principle.  A 
life  of  faith  in  the  Son  of  God  is  the  most  ex- 
ceUent  life  a  man  can  live  in  this  worid.    It  is 

i)UTe  and  heavenly ;  it  is  most  useftil  and  com- 
brtable :  it  is  not  only  the  means  of  cultivat- 
ing and  increasing  whatever  good  there  is  in  . 
us  already,  but  it  is  the  root  and  source  from 
which  must  spring  all  that  shall  be  in  us  in 
future.  We  have  as  necessaiy  and  constant 
dependence  upon  the  grace  of  the  Mediator 
for  all  our  spiritual  and  divine  life,  as  we  have 
upon  the  providence  of  the  Creator  for  all  the 
actions  of  the  natural  life  :  for  as  to  both,  it  is 
in  the  Divine  Power  that  we  live,  and  move, 
and  have  our  being.  Without  Christ  we  can 
do  nothing  aright;  nothing  that  will  be  either 
pleasing  to  ^od  or  profitable  to  ourselves. 
We  depend  upon  Christ,  not  only  as  the  vine 
depends  upon  the  wall  for  support ;  but  also 
as  the  branches  iipon  the  root  for  sap. 

Our  union  with  Christ  is  maintainea  by  the 
word  of  God  and  by  prayer.  Where  the  word 
of  Christ  dwells  richly,  there  Christ  dwells. 
Those  who  come  to  him  must  abide  in  him 
by  faith.  We  must  abide  in  Christ's  merit, 
as  our  righteousness  and  plea ;  and  it  must 
abide  in  us,  as  our  support  and  comfort. 
Christ^s  word  must  abide  in  ws  ^t'a  ^\v.^\.\.^ 
our  feet  and  a  Jamp  to  out  paVJft.-    Vl  \i«» 
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word  is  our  constant  guide  and  monitor,  if  it 
dwells  within  us>  then  we  abide  in  Christ, 
and  he  in  us. 

Those  who  abide  in  Christy  regardine  him 
as  their  chief  delight,  shall  have  mlfiUeaunto 
them  the  desire  of  their  hearts.  The  promises 
abiding  in  us  lie  ready  to  be  turned  into 

1)rayers;  and  prayers  so  excited  and  regu- 
ated  cannot  out  speed.  If  we  abide  in 
Christ,  and  his  wora  abides  in  us,  we  shall 
have  an  interest  in  God's  favour  through  his 
mediation ;  we  shall  have  an  answer  of  peace 
to  all  our  prayers.  Christ  says  that  those  who 
abide  in  him  shall  bring  forth  jfruit.  From 
Christians,  therefore,  we  look  for  Christian- 
ity :  that  is,  the  fruit  of  a  Christian  temper 
and  disposition,  a  Christian  life  and  conver- 
sation, Christiandevotion,  and  Christian  de- 
signs and  practice.  We  must  Honour  God  and 
dogood;  and  exemplify  the  purity  and  power 
of  the  religion  we  profess  in  all  the  fruits  of 
righteousness,  which  are  by  Jesus  Christ 
to  the  glory  of  God. 

He  pruneth  them  that  they  may  bring  forth 

more  fruit.  The  pruning  of  fruitful  branches, 

in  order  to  their  greater  fruitfulness,  is  the 

care  and  work  of  the  great  husbandman. 

Even  the  best  haveintYieTn.mud5v\JBaX.^«eAa 

pruuing.     That  faith  vi\ac\i  Ha  x^^wi^^\»L\.'^ 
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)  heart  purifies  the  soul.  There  is^  through 
$  Spirit,  a  cleansing  virtue  in  his  holy  word. 
Quickens  grace,  and  works  out  corruption ; 
:»eanseth  as  fire  cleanseth  the  gold  from 
dross :  and  we  then  evidence  that  we  are 
lansed  bv  the  word,  when  we  bring  forth 
lit  unto  holiness.  So  shall  ye  be  m^  disci- 
3s.  So  shall  we  both  evidence  our  disciple- 
ip  and  (idam  it ;  and  be  to  our  Master  ror  a 
me,  and  a  praise,  and  a  glory.  That  is  to 
disciples  indeed.  So  shidl  we  be  owned  by 
r  Master  in  the  great  day,  and  have  the  re- 
rd  of  disciples,  and  share  in  the  joy  of  our 
»rd. 

HYMN 

Far  the  Lord*S'Day  Morning* 

Come  worship  at  EmanuePs  feet, 
See  in  his  face  what  wonders  meet ; 
Earth  is  too  narrow  to  express 
His  worth,  his  glory,  or  his  grace. 

Is  he  a  rose?  not  Sharon  yields 
Such  fragrancy  in  all  her  fields : 
Or  if  the  lily  he  assume, 
The  valleys  bless  the  rich  perfume. 
Is  he  a  vine  ?  his  heavenly  root 
Supplies  the  boughs  with  life  and  fruit : 
O  let  a  lasting  union  30m 
My  Boul  to  Christ  the  UvmftNVxv^* 
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PRAYER 

For  the  Lords-Day  Morning, 

O  Gfod,  the  Father  Almighty,  maker  of 
heaven  and  earth,  thou  art  worthy  to  receive 
from  us,  and  from  the  whole  creation,  bless- 
ing, and  honour,  and  glory,  and  power ;  for 
thou  hast  created  all  things,  and  for  thy  plea-^ 
sure  they  are  and  were  created.  Assist  us, 
we  humbly  beseech  thee,  on  this  morning  of 
thine  own  day,  to  unite  with  thy  whole  family 
in  heaven  and  earth  in  praising  thy  glorious 
name.  It  is  a  good  thing  to  praise  thy  name, 
O  Lord,  and  to  declare  thy  loving-kindness  : 
may  we  this  day  go  into  thy  gates  with 
thanksgiving  and  enter  thy  courts  with 
praise. 

O  that  thy  day  may  ever  be  the  delight  of 

our  souls.    Suffer  us  not  to  do  our  own  works, 

or  speak  our  own  words,  or  think  our  own 

thoughts.     Fix  our  hearts  upon  thee  and 

things  above ;  and  enable  us  to  approve  our 

souls  in  thy  sight,  who  beholdest  our  actions, 

and  searchest  our  hearts;   and  who    wilt 

shortly  call  us  to  judgment. 

Help  us  to  remember  that  every  Sabbath 

brings  us  nearer  either  lo  \\e«k.\ew«tV^. 

Under  this  solemn   conaidexaXVoTi,  tsl?.^  n^^ 
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work  out  OUT  salvation  with  fear  and  trem- 
bling. O  let  it  not  be  our  condemnation,  that^ 
while  we  have  sabbath  after  sabbath  attend- 
ed thine  ordinances,  we  have  only  increased 
the  deadness  of  our  souls,  and  the  hardness 
of  our  hearts ;  and  have  caused  thy  word  to 
be  to  us  a  savour  of  death  unto  death. 

We  pray  for  Christ's  sake  that  this  may  be 
H  blessed  and  comfortable  day  to  us ;  a  day  of 
repentance  and  pardon ;  a  day  of  conviction 
aiid  conversion ;  a  day  of  edification  and  con- 
solation. 

May  thy  servants  who  shall  this  day  preach 
thy  Gospel  be  endued  with  heavenly  wisdom, 
faithfully  and  zealously  to  apply  it  to  the  con- 
sciences and  circumstances  of  all  who  shall 
hear  them.  And  do  thou  this  day,  O  Lord, 
fflorify  thy  free  grace  and  sovereign  power, 
in  making  the  Gospel  eflFectual  for  opening 
the  hearts  of  sinners,  bringing  them  to  cast 
down  the  weapons  of  rebellion,  and  touch 
the  golden  sceptre  of  mercy,  that  they  may 
live. 

Let  our  hearts,  wo  beseech  thee,  be  opened 
to  attend  to  the  things  which  shall  be  spoken 
by  thy  ministers.  O  let  them  not  be  as  the 
highway  or  stony  g^und,  where  the  good 
seed  of  thy  word  cannot  prosper  ;  at\^^  ^^ 
thorny  ground,  where  the  catea  «Avi  ^^^- 
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sures  of  the  worlds  and  the  deceitfiihiess  of 
riches  do  choke  it.  But  may  we  receive  thy 
word  into  honest  and  good  hearts^  and  bring 
forth  fruit  unto  perfection.  Dispose  us  to 
hear  with  humihty  and  reverence,  without 
prejudice,  and  with  minds  ready  to  obey. 
W  hile  engaged  in  prayer  and  praise,  in  read- 
ing and  hearing  thy  word,  may  thy  Holy- 
Spirit  rest  upon  us,  and  enable  us  to  do  all 
as  for  the  life  of  our  souls. 

In  all  the  services  of  this  day  keep  us,  we 
pray  thee,  firom  drowsiness,  wandering,  and 
distraction.  Banish  from  our  minds  aU  vain 
and  worldly  imaginations.  Deliver  us  from 
h3rpocrisy  in  all  our  approaches  to  thee.  Let 
us  .not  draw  nigh  to  thee  with  our  lips,  whilst 
our  hearts  are  far  from  thee.  But  give  us 
grace  so  to  ask  that  we  may  receive,  so  to 
seek  that  we  may  find,  so  to  knock  that  the 
door  of  mercy  may  be  opened  to  us.  O  may 
we  spend  every  Sabbath,  and  hear  every 
sermon  as  if  it  were  our  last ;  since  ^e  know 
not  how  soon  our  last  may  come. 

Have  mercy,  O  Lord,  upon  a  world  that 

lieth  in  wickeoness.     For  tny  Name's  sake, 

let  thy  everlasting  Gospel  ^o  forth  not  in 

word  only,  but  in  power  and  in  the  Holy 

Ghost,     May  the  oreal^v  o^  \v»  Yiavj^wl^ 

inAuenceB  be  vouchaafedt\o&3La.^>>2si^^^^^ 
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dry  bones  may  be  enlivened,  many  dead  souls 
quickened.  May  the  faith  of  thy  people 
be  strengthened,  their  desires  quicKened, 
their  love  inflamed,  and  their  hoBness  per- 
fected in  the  fear  of  the  Lord.  And  hasten 
that  blessed  time  when  thy  kingdom  shall 
come,  and  thy  will  be  done  on  earth  even  as 
it  is  done  in  heaven.  We  humbly  beg  every 
blessing  for  ourselves  and  others  m  the  name 
of  Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord ;  to  whom,  with 
the  Father,  and  the  eternal  Spirit,  be  ever- 
lasting glory  and  praise.     Amen. 

HYMN 

Far  the  Lord^s-Bay  Evening. 

Lord  of  the  vineyard  we  adore 

That  powV  and  grace  divine. 
Which  grafts  our  wild,  our  barren  souls, 

In  Christ  the  living  vine. 

For  ever  may  they  there  abide. 

And  from  that  vital  root 
Be  influence  spread  through  ev'ry  branch, 

To  form  and  feed  the  fruit. 

Shine  forth,  my  God,  the  clusters  warm 

With  rays  of  sacred  love ; 
Till  Eden's  soil,  and  Zion*s  stre&iA) 

The  generous  plant  improve. 
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PRAYER 

For  the  Lords-Day  Evening, 

O  Tm^i  our  God,  when  we  consider  what 
thou  q.rt,  and  what  thou  hast  been  to  us; 
what  a  tender,  gracioud,  and  compassioiiate 

.  Father;  how  long  thou  hast  bomQ  with 
our  ingratitude  and  rebellion;  how  tenderly 
thou  hast  invited,  yea  intreaied  U9  to  come 
to  thee ;  and  that  thou  art  stiU  beseeching 
us  by  all  thy  mercies;  standing  at  the  door 
of  our  hearts  and  l{;nocking ;  we  are  lost  in 
admiration  of  thy  long-suffering  patience 
and  condescending  goodness ! 

Suffer  us  not,  O  Lord,  to  withhold  ourselves 
from  thee.  But  cause  us  to  surrender  our 
souls  and  bodies  into  thy  hands ;  may  we  join 
ourselves  to  thee  in  a  perpetual  covenant 
never  to  be  forgotten.  O  may  we  have  such 
a  powerful  sense  of  thy  love,  that  it  may 
govern  all  our  passions  and  affections ;  and 
that  nothing  in  the  world  may  induce  us  to 
displease  thee.  Who,  O  Lord,  is  there  in 
heaven  but  thee,  or  on  earth  that  we  can 
desire  besides  thee,  who  art  the  King  of 
kings,  and  Lord  of  lords,  infinitely  glorious 
and  blessed;  and  designest  to  raise  us  sinful 
dust  and  ashes  to  akiivgdomoi  ^ost^^Waaur, 

^«c?  immortality  in  tnft  \ievjcfta,    ^  ^^^- 
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serve  in  our  minds  how  dearly  we  are  bought, 
3ven  by  the  precious  blood  of  thy  only  be- 
^tten  Son>  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 

We  would  acknowledge  most  heartily  the 
righteousness  and  goodness  of  all  thy  laws. 
We  implore,  as  the  greatest  of  blessings, 
thy  renewing  grace  to  create  us  in  thine  own 
lovely  image  of  righteousness  and  true  holi- 
ness :  and  would  resolve,  O  our  God,  in  thy 
strength,  that  holiness  and  eternal  life  shall 
be  the  great  object  of  our  most  ardent  hope, 
and  our  most  vigorous  pursuit. 

We  would  expect  no  pardon  but  in  the 
ways  of  sobriety,  righteousness,  and  godli- 
aess.  We  hope  for  a  blessed  immortality 
only  by  patient  continuance  in  well-doinc^. 
We  would  consent  to  every  part  of  thy  hofy 
Gospel;  and  bear  our  testimony,  that  none 
of  thy  commandments  are  grievous,  that  thy 
yoke  is  easy  and  thy  burden  light. 

O  may  we  never  contradict  in  our  practice 
these  serious  professions ;  but  continue  with 
unwearied  diligence  in  thy  commands,  grow- 
ing stronger  and  stronger  in  the  grace  of 
the  Lord  Jesus.  May  every  address  to  thy 
Divine  Majesty,  and  every  Sabbath  with 
which  thou  favourest  us,  leave  upon  our 
hearts  a  more  enlarged  and  iiAucivXAsiX  ^^xiSiSi 
^f  thine  inSnite  excellence  and  \o\\w^ Vv^^- 
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ness,  and  of  our  obligations  to  love  and  serve 
thee.  Whenever  we  leave  thy  presence  may 
it  be  with  our  minds  more  heavenwards;  witn 
lower  thoughts  of  all  the  enjoyments  of  this 
life ;  with  a  greater  love  of  piety  and  holi- 
ness ;  and  witn  more  fervent  desire  to  become 
in  everything  such  as  thou  canst  approve, 
and  love,  and  delight  in  for  ever. 

Forgive,  O  Lord,  the  sins  of  our  holy  things 
this  day ;  the  wanderings  of  our  thoughts, 
and  the  evil  of  our  hearts.  Imprint  upon 
our  memories  the  precepts  of  thy  word,  and 
the  promises  of  thy  love.  And  grant,  we 
beseech  thee,  that  whatever  good  thoughts 
may  have  been  impressed  upon  our  minds, 
may  grow  into  fixed  principles:  and  that 
all  noly  and  heavenly  affections  may  become 
a  new  nature,  and  the  constant  temper  of  our 
spirits.  May  all  our  resolutions  advance  into 
a  serious  practice  and  exercise  of  godliness; 
and  all  the  -actions  of  a  holy  life  grow  more 
free,  cheerful,  vigorous,  ana  full  of  delight, 
till  they  are  completed  in  everlasting  bliss. 
There  may  we  shme  among  those  who  have 
washed  their  robes  and  made  them  white  in 
the  blood  of  the  Lamb ;  to  whom,  with  the 
Father  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  be  all  honour 
and  glory,  now  and  fox  evex.    Kmexv. 
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MEDITATION 

For  Monday  Morning, 

THE  GOOD  SHEPHERD. 


«1 


'  I  am  the  good  shepherd ;  the  good  shepherd 
"giveth  his  life  for  the  sheep." — John  x.  11. 

Is  not  this  a  character  full  of  gentleness 
and  goodness  ?  ^'  Is  it  not  instead  of  ten 
thousand  arguments  to  prove,  that  if  he 
pitied  us  in  this  low  estate,  in  which  he  at 
first  found  us,  his  mercy  towards  us  will  en- 
dure for  ever  ?"  View  our  blessed  Redeemer 
in  the  abasement  of  his  abode  among  men : 
view  him  in  the  agonies  in  which  he  nnished 
the  long  scene  of  his  sufferings ;  and  then 
say,  what  but  love  brought  him  from  hea- 
ven, and  kept  him  on  earth  ?  What  but  love 
stretched  him  on  the  cross,  and  laid  him  in 
the  g^ave  ?  And  can  any  expression  of  ten- 
derness be  too  ffreat  to  be  expected  after 
such  amazing  enects  of  it  have  already  been 
exhibited?  Surely,  as  he  himself  says,  greater 
love  has  no  man  than  this,  that  a  man  should 
lay  down  his  life  for  his  friends.  But,  as  the 
Apostle  justly  observes,  his  love  is  com- 
mended  towards  us ;  it  is  set  ottXi^  XJkn&V®^- 
Tortant  circumstance ;  in  t\\at^«i\viV^'«^^^'^' 
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yet  sinners,  Christ  died  for  us.  And  how 
cheerfully  may  we  depeiid  upon  it,  that,  if 
when  we  were  enemies  we  were  reconciled  by 
his  death,  we  shall  by  his  life  obtain  com- 
plete salvation  :  and  that  his  living  care  will 
accomplish  what  his  dying  love  has  begun. 

He  will  feed  his  flock,  ne  will  gather  the 
lambs  with  his  arm,  and  carry  tnem  in  his 
bosom,  and  be  very  tender  of  the  lives  of 
those  for  whom  he  laid  down  his  own. 

Let  us  observe  how  the  blessed  Jesus 
lifts  up  the  hands  which  were  hanging  down, 
and  strengthens  the  feeble  knees.  He  saw 
that  the  cnurch  of  Ephesust  had  left  its  first 
love,  that  the  church  of  Sardis  had  a  name 
to  live,  but  was  dead;  yet  that  there  was  a 
little  handful  amongst  them  who  had  not 
defiled  their  garments :  that  the  church  of 
Philadelphia  had  but  a  little  strength;  and 
that  of  Laodicea  was  neither  cold  nor  hot. 
Yet  a  gracious  Redeemer  does  not  imme- 
diately disown  them !  but  on  the  one  hand 
kindly  admonishes  them  of  their  danger,  lest 
growing  apostacy  and  degeneracy  should 
provoke  him  to  remove  their  candlestick  out 
of  its  place ;  to  cast  them  out  as  loathsome ; 
or  to  iround  them  with  the  sword  of  his 
mouth,  that  is,  his  word.  Kudi  wv  \!c^^  ^^ther 
handj  he  encourages  theixwlQ  gte^\«t  ^^<^\.^ 
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ind  zeal  by  a  promise  of  eating  of  the  fruit 
)f  the  tree  of  me,  of  being  clotned  in  white 
*aiment,  of  being  confesseobefore  the  Father 
ind  his  holy  angels,  and  of  sitting  down  with 
[lim  on  his  victorious  throne.  And  as  for  his 
faithful  Smymians,  he  not  only  applauds 
their  former  conduct,  but  animates  them 
etgainst  the  terrors  of  imprisonment  and 
nheT  tribulations,  by  assuring  them  he  would 
rive  them  a  crown  of  life.  And  to  the  Phila- 
aelphians,  who,  though  they  were  weak,  had 
kept  his  word,  he  gives  the  gracious  assur- 
ance, that  he  also  would  keep  them  from  the 
Approaching  hour  of  temptation,  until  at 
length  he  made  them  pillars  in  the  house  of 
Qm  above,  and  gave  them  a  new  name  in 
liis  holy  city. 

HYMN 

For  Monday  Morning, 

The  Lord  my  pasture  shall  prepare, 
And  feed  me  with  a  shepherd's  care ; 
His  presence  shall  my  wants  supply. 
And  guard  me  with  a  watchful  eye ; 
My  noon-day  walks  he  shall  attend, 
And  all  my  midnight  hours  defend. 

When  in  the  sultry  glebe  1  fe.m\., 
Or  in  tfye  phirsty  mountain  ipaiiV., 
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To  fertile  vales  and  dewy  meads 
My  weary,  wandering  steps  he  leads ; 
Where  peacefiil  rivers  soft  and  slow. 
Amid  the  verdant  landscape  flow. 

Though  in  a  bare  and  rugged  way. 
Through  devious,  lonely  wilds  I  stray, 
Thy  bounty  shall  my  wants  beguile ; 
The  barren  wilderness  shall  smile 
With  sudden  greens  and  herbage  crown'd^ 
And  streams  ^11  murmur  all  around. 

Though  in  the  paths  of  death  I  tread, 
With  gloomy  horrors  overspread. 
My  steadfast  heart  shall  fear  no  ill, 
For  thou,  0  Lord,  art  with  nife  still ; 
Thy  friendly  crook  shall  give  me  aid, 
And  guide  me  through  the  dreadful  shade. 

PRAYER 

For  Monday  Morning, 

O  thoti  Shepherd  of  Israel,  who  neither 
slumberest  nor  sleepest,  graciouslj  regard 
us  who  are  now  assembled  together  to  thank 
thee  for  thy  care  over  us  through  the  dark- 
ness and  dangers  of  the  night ;  and  to  en- 
treat  thj  protection,  guidance,  and  blessing 
through  the  day  on  wTaieYi  \^e  «iie  ctA^tlw^, 
We  acjux>wledge^  O  1jot3l,  xJcv^uXn?^  ^:t^ 
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altogether  unworthy  of  thy  protection ;  and 
confess  mth  shame  and  contrition^  that  we 
have  gone  astray  from  thee  like  lost  sheep^ 
and  have  turned  every  one  to  his  own  way. 
Most  justly  mightest  thou  leave  us  to  eat 
of  the  fruit  thereof,  and  to  be  filled  with  our 
own  devices. 

But  we  flee  unto  thee,  thou  good  Shepherd, 
who  hast  given  thy  life  forthe  sheep.  Surely 
thou  has  borne  our  griefe,  and  carried  our 
sorrows.  Thou  wast  wounded  for  our  trans- 
gressions, and  bruised  for  our  iniquities ;  and 
the  Lord  hath  laid  upon  thee  the  iniquity  of 
us  all.  For  thine  own  name's  sake,  therefore, 
we  beseech  thee  to  have  mercy  upon  us ;  and 
though  we  have  been  as  sheep  ^oing  astray, 
incline  us  to  return  unto  thee,  the  Shepherd 
and  the  Bishop  of  our  souls. 

We  look  up  unto  thee  for  guidance,  pre- 
servation, and  strength.  Lead  us  in  the 
paths  of  righteousness  for  thy  name's  sake. 
Keep  us  in  the  way  in  which  we  should  go, 
and  guide  us  with  thine  eye.  Give  unto  us 
eternal  life,  and  let  us  never  perish;  neither 
let  any  one  pluck  us  out  of  thy  hand. 

Be  thou.  Lord,  our  Shepherd,  and  we 
shall  not  want.     Let   thy  loving-kindness 
and  mercy  follow  us  all  the  da\s  oi  o\3lX  Xv?^'?*. 
yl/ic?  wbQn  we  pass  through  tue  v«J^c^  ^^  ^^ 

1,  "i 
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shadow  of  deaths  be  thou  still  with  us.  Let 
thy  rod  and  thy  staff  comfort  and  support 
us :  and,  at  the  last,  graciously  receive  us  into 
thy  heavenly  fold;  there  with  thy  people, 
and  the  sheep  of  thy  pasture  to  give  thee 
thanks  for  ever. 

O  thou  who  feedest  thy  flock  like  a  shep- 
herd, guide  and  protect  thy  helpless  sheep 
scattered  abroad  through  the  wilderness  of 
this  world.  Mercifully  guard  them  from 
those  who  lie  in  wait  to  aeceive ;  and  particu- 
larly from  the  great  enemy  of  souls,  who 
goeth  about  seeking  whom  ne  may  devour ; 
and  let  nothing  separate  them  from  thy 
everlasting  love. 

Gather  the  lambs  in  thy  arms,  and  cany 
them  in  thy  bosom,  and  say  unto  them, 
*'  Fear  not,  little  flock ;  it  is  your  Father's 
good  pleasure  to  give  you  the  kingdom." 
And  grant  that,  as  one  fold  under  one  shep- 
herd, they  may  learn  of  thee,  who  art  meek 
and  lowly  in  heart,  to  dwell  together  in  peace 
and  love.  These  prayers  for  ourselves  and 
others  we  humbly  offer  up  to  the  throne  of 
grace  in  the  name,  and  through  the  media- 
tion of  Jesus  Christ  our  only  Lord  and  Sa- 
vjour.    Amen, 
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HYMN 

For  Monday  Evening, 

I  love  my  Shepherd's  voice ; 
His  watchful  eyes  shall  keep 
My  wandering  soul  among 
The  thousands  of  his  sheep 

He  feeds  his  flock, 

He  calls  their  names ; 

His  bosom  bears 

The  tender  lambs. 

Be  thou  my  counsellor, 
My  pattern  and  my  guide ; 
And  through  this  desert  land   ^ 
Still  keep  me  near  thy  side : 

O  let  my  feet 

Ne'er  run  astray, 

Nor  rove,  nor  seek 

The  crooked  way. 

PRAYER 

For  Monday  Evening. 

FOR  INCREASE  OP  GRACE. 

God  of  all  grace,  who  gavest  thy  beloved 
that  we  might  have  life,  and  that  we 
i^  have  it  more  abundauXY'jjN^^Xi^^^^^ 
U>  grant  that  of  lua  £\x\iie«»  n^^  ^^^ 
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receive  grace  sufficient  for  us,  to  make  us 
strong  in  the  Lord,  and  ready  to  every  good 
work.  Thy  people,  thou  hast  said,  shall  go 
from  strength  to  strength,  ffyowing  in  grace, 
till  they  appear  before  thee  in  glory ;  and  the 
path  of  the  just  is  as  the  shining  light,  which 
shineth  more  and  more  unto  the  perfect  day. 
But,  O  Lord,  how  barren  ana  unfruitful 
have  we  been  among  the  trees  of  righteous- 
ness !  how  weak  are  we  still  in  our  spiritual 
estate !  how  small  is  our  will  and  strength  to 
that  which  is  good !  How  much  are  we  behind 
many  of  thy  servants  in  the  Christian  race ! 
O  our  God,  we  have  not  well  improved  the 
talents  with  which  thou  hast  entrusted  us, 
nor  answered  the  care  andkindness  of  heaven, 
which  we  have  so  long  experienced.  We  are 
ashamed  that  so  many  mercies  have  been  lost 
upon  us. 

Forgive  us,  O  Lord,  and  repair  thy  holy 
image  in  us.  O  help  us  more  and  more  to 
put  off  the  old  man,  which  is  corrupt  accord- 
ing to  the  deceitful  lusts ;  and  to  put  on  the 
new  man,  which  after  God  is  created  in 
righteousness  and  true  holiness.  Whatever 
else  we  want.  Lord  deny  us  not  thy  grace, 
but  increase  it  in  us  more  and  more ;  yea, 
Jet  the  graces  of  thy  Spirit  tJaftX.  «u^w\!K^wa^ 
solvation  BO  jlourisii  in  our  «o\i\&j\)ft»XNJw5i 
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peace  of  God  which  passcth  all  under- 
standing maj^  keep  our  hearts  and  minds^ 
through  Christ  Jesus. 

Blessed  Jesus,  our  life,  our  strength,  and 
our  Bedeemer,  strengthen  in  us  we  beseech 
thee  the  things  that  remain  and  are  ready 
to  die ;  and  cherish  all  the  seeds  of  grace 
sown  in  our  hearts.  May  our  souls  prosper 
and  increase  with  the  increase  of  Grod; 
growinff  in  knowledge  and  grace,  and 
aboimcunginall  the  fruits  of  righteousness, 
which  are  by  Jesus  Christ  to  thv  praise  and 
glory.  Carry  on,  O  Lord,  witn  power  the 
wort  of  faith  and  sanctification  in  our  souls ; 
that  our  sinful  corruptions  may  daily  grow 
weaker  and  weaker,  and  thy  grace  stronger 
and  stronger.  Let  it  take  more  entire  pos- 
session of  our  souls,  subduing  every  corrupt 
affection,  every  proud  thought,  and  bringing 
all  into  the  obedience  of  faith. 

May  grace  so  prevail  in  our  hearts  as  to 
make  the  exercises  of  it  easy  and  delight- 
ful, regular  and  constant.  May  the  sins  that 
most  easily  beset  us  be  more  and  more  sub- 
dued. Let  pride  be  mortified,  however 
painlulwemay  feel  it;  tiUwe  think  of  our- 
selves no  more  highly  than  we  ought  to 
ihmk;  till  we  can  bear  injum^,  wv\^'^^ 
and  contempt  with  meekueB»»  w  isKiss^^T*.^'^ 
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the  meek  and  humble  Jesus ;  and  may  we 
be  clothed  with  humility. 

Thus  may  every  sin  be  more  subdued, 
and  every  grace  growing  and  abounding 
within  us;  and,  forgetting  the  thin^  that  are 
behind,  may  we  press  forward  till  we  come 
to  the  measure  of  the  stature  of  the  fulness 
of  Christ,  and  grace  reign  in  all  our  hearts, 
uniting  us  in  love,  and  preparing  us  for  the 
family  of  heaven  where  it  shall  be  ripened 
into  glory.  We  ask  every  blessing  m  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.     Amen. 


MEDITATION 

For  Tuesday  Morning, 

"  All  that  the  Father  giveth  me  shall  come  to 
"  me ;  and  him  that  cometh  to  me  I  will  in  nowise 
"  cast  out."— John  vi.  37. 

How  welcome  should  these  words  be  to 

our  souls  !  When  we  consider  our  unworthi- 

ness,  what  reason  have  we  to  fear  that  he 

should  cast  us  out !    Most  justly  might  he 

^own  upon  us  and  reject  us ;  but  his  promise 

H  ^^I  will  in  nowise  castouvr  ^\iaTL\\.\a 

said  he  wiU  not  cast  outYiim  \\vaX.  coxcisflci^Niw! 
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meaning  is^  that  he  will  receive  him,  and  en- 
tertain him,  and  give  him  all  that  he  needs. 

They  shall  be  taught  of  God.  Their  un- 
derstandings shall  be  enlightened.  None 
will  come  to  Christ  but  such  as  have  learned 
of  the  Father.  We  shall  never  be  brought 
to  Christ  but  under  *the  Divine  guidance ; 
unless  God  by  his  grace  enlighten  our  minds, 
inform  our  judgment,  and  rectify  our  mis- 
takes; and  not  only  tell  us  that  we  may 
heaVy  but  teach  us  that  we  may  learn  the 
truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus. 

The  nature  of  this  work  is  drawing — ^not 
a  force  compelling  against  the  will,  but  a 
change  wrought  in  it ;  a  new  bias  given  to 
the  soul,  by  which  it  is  inclined  towards  God. 
He  that  formed  the  soul  of  man  within  him 
knows  how  to  new  mould  it ;  to  alter  its  bent 
and  temper,  and  to  make  it  conformable  to 
himself.  He  can  take  away  our  natural  en- 
mity to  him,  and  give  us  a  spirit  of  adoption, 
and  cause  us  to  cry  unto  him,  Abba  Father. 

He  can  enable  us  to  sav.  He  is  my  Father : 
I  know,  therefore,  he  will  pity  me  as  a  father 
pitieth  his  children :  he  will  pardon  and 
spare  me  as  a  father  spareth  his  son  that 
serves  him.  He  is  my  Father ;  then  whither 
should  I  go  but  to  him  fox  "ptol^^NSsycL ^si^  ^^ 
mjr  dangers,  for  direction  m  «3i  xkv^  ^iS\ss^- 
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ties^  for  satisfaction  in  all  my  doubts^  for 
supply  in  all  my  wants  ?  Mercy  and  tender- 
ness are  attributes  which  he  delights  in ; 
mercy  pleaseth  him.  It  was  that  great 
attribute  that  he  proclaimed  his  name  by, 
causing  his  sun  to  shine  on  the  evil  and  the 
good :  and  surely  he  that  hath  mercy  and 
goodness  for  a  stranger,  cannot  deny  it  to  a 
child.  But  if  we  have  a  spirit  of  adoption, 
and  are  the  sons  and  daughters ;  then  also 
are  we  heirs  of  God,  through  Christ.  And 
here  is  that  lively  hope  given  to  us  in  our 
Saviour's  parting  words,  "  I  go  to  prepare 
a  place  for  you ;  and  if  I  go  and  prepare 
a  place  for  you,  I  will  come  again  and  re- 
ceive you  untoinyself;  that  where  I  am,  ye 
may  be  also."  This  is  a  hope  that  maketh 
not  ashamed ;  a  hope  of  that  glory  which  my 
Saviour  came  down  from  heaven  to  purchase 
bv  his  blood ;  a  hope  of  a  joyful  resurrection 
after  death;  a  hope  of  that  glorious  appear- 
ance of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ ; 
a  hope  of  that  blissful  sentence,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  men  and  angels,  "Come  ye  blessed 
of  my  Father,  receive  the  kingdom  prepared 
for  you ;"  and  a  hope  of  an  everlasting  state 
ofhappinesa  and  glory,  in  the  presence  of 
BUffets,  and  of  saints  made  -jcd^^X, 
Let  us  fix  our  faitYi,  aivi  civ^>3lx^%^  wa 
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hope  upon  those  animating  words  of  our 
Lord,  *'  Be  not  afraid,  I  have  overcome  the 
world."  "  Fear  not,  little  flock :  for  it  is  your 
Father's  good  pleasure  to  give  you  the  king- 
dom." Let  us,  with  the  Apostle,  in  lively 
faith  and  hope  anticipate  that  triumphant 
song>  *'  Thanks  be  unto  God,  who  ffiveth  us 
victory  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 

HYMN 

For  T\iesday  Morning, 

Is  there  a  sight  in  earth  or  heav'n 

Can  such  delight  impart, 
As  Jesu's  wide  extended  arm, 

And  softly  melting  heart  ? 

"  All  that  my  heavenly  Father  gives 
Shall  come,"  the  Saviour  cries : 

"  And  ev'ry  trembling  soul  that  comes. 
Finds  favour  in  mine  eyes." 

Hearken,  ye  dying  sinners  all ; 

And  hasten  while  ye  hear ; 
For  crowds  of  wretched  souls  at  once 

May  find  their  refuge  there. 

I  hear  thy  voice,  and  I  obey  ; 

For  at  thy  feet  I  fall ; 
Nor  shall  the  tempter's  voice  ^tcs^^ 
Against  the  Saviour's  ca\\% 
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PRAYER 

For  Tuesday  Morning, 

ON  THE  GOODNESS  OF  GOD. 

O  most  merciful  Lord  God,  thou  hastpro- 
claimed  thyself  to  be  the  Lord :  the  Lord 
God,  merciful  and  gracious,  slow  to  anger, 
abundant  in  goodness  and  truth,  keeping 
mercy  for  thousands,  forgiving  iniquity, 
transgression,  and  sin.  What  grace  and 
mercy  hast  thou  bestowed  upon  us  sinful 
creatures  in  permitting  us  to  approach  thee, 
who  art  glorious  in  holiness,  and  fearful  in 
praises,  doing  wonders. 

It  is  in  thee  we  live,  and  move,  and  have 

our  being;  and  we  would  say,  bless  the 

Lord,  O  our  souls,  and  forget  not  all  his 

benefits.     But,  above  all,  we  bless  thee  for 

the  richer  mercies  of  thy  redeeming  grace 

and  forgiving  love  through  Jesus  Christ  our 

Lord.    Blessed  be  thy  name,  who  hast  pitied 

a  sinful  world,  and  sent  thy  dear  Son  to  die, 

that  we  might  live;  and  hast  raised  him 

again  for  our  justification.     O  cause  us  to 

feel  more  of  thy  forgiving  mercy ;  make  us 

more  sensihle  now  much  we  need  it.     In- 

iquity,  transgression,  and  rav\vaNe^iki«v>^^ 

within  UH.     O  grant  us  au<^  ^  ^^^  "^  ^^ 
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as  may  melt  our  hard  hearts :  and  may  we 
see  thy  forbearance  in  the  blessings  thou 
continuest  to  bestow  upon  us. 

O  Lord,  who  pardonest  iniquity,  transgres- 
sion, and  sin,  m  every  degree,  and  under 
every  aggravation,  mercimlly  forgive  our 
iniquities;  and  draw  us  by  the  cords  of 
mercy  nearer  to  thyself.  Above  all,  may 
that  love  which  gave  thy  only  begotten  Son 
to  die  for  sinners,  and  which  angels  desire  to 
look  into,  pass  before  us  in  all  its  fulness 
and  glory. 

O  let  thy  good  Spirit  take  of  the  things 
of  Christ,  and  show  them  unto  us ;  that  our 
consciences  may  be  awakened,  our  under- 
standing enlightened,  our  will  bowed  to  the 
obedience  of  faith,  our  affections  fixed  on 
heavenly  things,  and  our  hearts  enriched 
with  divine  graces  and  comforts.  And 
whilst  we  are  mourning  over  the  evils  of 
our  hearts  and  lives,  O  lead  us  to  that  foun- 
tain of  atoning  blood,  by  which  we  may  be 
cleansed  and  pardoned.  Bring  us  to  the 
foot  of  the  Redeemer's  cross ;  and  enable  us 
to  say  with  believing  hearts.  My  Lord  and 
my  6od! 

Thy  goodness  has  followed  us  all  our 
days;  maytkts  day  be  among  t\ve  XMCWj  ^^\. 
thou  bast  blessed.     Bless  us,  \iea^ex\^  ^'^- 
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ther,  in  our  going  out  and  coming  in,  an< 
in  all  ourlawml  undertakings.  Above  al 
may  our  souls  be  in  health  and  prospei 
and  may  thy  goodness  be  our  daily  song 
Every  day  will  we  bless  thee,  and  prais 
thy  name  for  ever  and  ever.  And  may  w 
again  tell  of  thy  lovinjg-kindness  in  th 
evening.  Thus  may  we  sing  of  thy  redeem 
ing  love  on  earth,  till  we  join  the  genera 
assembly  of  the  church  of  the  first-born  i 
heaven,  through  the  atonement  and  merits  c 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.     Amen  and  Amei 

HYMN 

Jbr  Tuesday  Evening, 

Emptied  of  earth,  I  fain  would  be ; 
Of  sin,  of  self,  of  all  but  thee: 
Reserv'd  for  Christ,  who  bled  and  died ; 
Surrender'd  to  be  crucified. 

Seqiif  ster'd  from  the  noise  and  strife. 
The  lust,  the  pomp,  the  pride  of  life : 
Prepared  for  heaven,  my  noblest  care ; 
To  have  my  conversation  there. 

Nothing  save  Jesus  would  I  know ; 
Mjr  friend  and  my  companion,  thou  : 
Lord,  take  my  heart,  aswtl  \k^  x\^\.^ 
And  put  all  rival  joys  to  ^\iX.. 
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Each  idol  tread  beneath  thy  feet, 
And  to  thyself  the  conquest  get : 
Let  sin  no  more  oppose  my  Lord, 
Slain  by  the  Spirit's  two  edg'd  sword. 

Detached  from  sublunary  joys, 
Lord,  let  me  only  hear  thy  voice ; 
Thy  beauty  see,  thy  grace  admire ; 
Nor  glow  but  with  celestial  fire. 

Larger  communion  let  me  prove 
With  thee,  blest  object  of  my  love : 
But,  Oh !  for  this  no  power  have  I ; 
.  My  strength  is  at  thy  feet  to  lie. 

PRAYER 

For  Tuesday  Evening. 

Infinitely  great  and  gracious  God,  thy 
ory  exceeds  our  utmost  thoughts;  and  thy 
sreies  are  over  all  thy  works.  Wo  thy 
ifiil  creatures  have  especial  reason  to 
mire  and  adore  not  only  thy  patience 
lich  bears  with  us,  notwithstanaing  all 
at  we  have  done  against  thee ;  but  like- 
se  thy  never-ceasinff  bounty,  by  which 
r  comforts  are  contmued  and  our  wants 
pplied. 

Ve  desire  to  approach  thee  aaowtVYcA^s^ 
rciful  Father  in  Jesus  C\ixvbX%  Vm^sJ^ 
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beseeching  thee,  that  our  sins  may  be  washed 
away  through  faith  in  his  most  precious 
blood ;  and  tnat  thou  wouldest  by  thy  Holy 
Spirit  enable  us  to  resist  and  overcome  them. 

Thou  didst  create  man,  O  Lord,  after 
thine  own  blessed  image ;  but  we  have  de- 
stroyed ourselves,  and  come  short  of  thy 
glory.  The  crown  is  fallen  from  our  heads ; 
and  woe  unto  us,  for  we  are  sinners  both  by 
nature  and  practice.  Justly  mightest  thou 
swear  in  thy  wrath,  that  we  should  not  enter 
into  thy  rest. 

Yet  suffer  us  to  plead  in  faith  thy  gracious 
promise,  that  whoever  trustethin  the  Sa- 
viour thou  hast  provided,  and  cometh  unto 
thee  by  him,  shall  not  come  in  vain,  nor  fall 
into  condemnation,  but  have  everlasting 
life  for  his  sake.  Lord,  we  would  believe  : 
O  help  our  unbelief!  Work  in  us  an  un- 
feigned repentance  towards  God,  and  aright 
faith  in  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ ;  that  we  may 
be  of  the  number  of  them  that  repent  and 
believe  to  the  saving  of  the  soul. 

Save  us,  O  Lord,  from  our  sinfiil  selves ; 

from  the  love  of  the  present  evil  world ;  and 

from  every  thing  that  opposes  thy  ffrace, 

and  wars  against  our  souls.     Establish  us 

in  thy  love  I  strengthen  \)ls  \.o -^ctfetxa.  \kx 

^U;  and  settle  our  fait\i  owCVtvsX,,^^^^^ 
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of  ages.  To  thy  mercy  in  him  we  would 
humbly  commit  ourselves  this  night.  Be 
thou  our  shield  to  defend  us  against  every 
danger ;  and  grant  us^  if  it  please  thee^  rest 
of  body  and  peace  of  mind.  Let  the  voice 
of  joy  and  health  be  heard  in  our  dwelling. 

Comfort  all  who  want  the  comforts  we  en- 
joy; and  ^ant  suitable  supplies  of  mercy, 
both  spiritual  and  temporal,  to  all  the 
afflictea,  wheresoever  they  are,  and  howso- 
ever tried. 

Bemember,  with  the  favour  that  thou  bear- 
est  to  thy  people,  our  absent  friends  and 
relations.  Be  thou  a  friend  to  them,  and 
may  they  stand  in  a  covenant  relation  to 
thee.  Make  them  and  us  such  as  thou 
wouldest  have  us  to  be,  and  such  as  thou 
wilt  accept  in  Christ  Jesus,  here  to  thy  gra- 
cious favour,  and  hereafter  to  thy  glorious 
kingdom. 

Hear  us,  O  Lord,  in  behalf  of  ourselves 
and  others.  Above  all,  hear  the  Son  of  thy 
love,  the  lover  of  our  souls,  who  intercedes, 
we  trust,  for  us  at  thy  right  hand.  To  him, 
with  thyself,  and  the  blessed  Spirit,  enable 
us  to  ascribe  everlasting  praise  and  glory. 
Amen. 
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MEDITATION 

For  Wednesday  Morning. 

THE  INWARD  WITNESS. 

'^  He  that  believeth  on  the  Son  of  God,  hath 
"the  witness  in  himself:  he  that  believeth  not 
"  God,  hath  made  him  a  liar ;  because  he  believeth 
"  not  the  record  that  God  gave  of  his  Son." — 
1  John  v.  10. 

Here  wje  see  the  privilege  and  stability 
of  the  real  Christian^  *'  He  that  believeth  on 
the  Son  of  God,  hath  the  witness  in  him- 
self." He  hath  not  only  the  outward  evi- 
dence that  others  have,  but  he  hath  in  his 
own  heart  also  a  testimony  for  Jesus  Christ. 
He  can  allege  what  Christ,  and  the  truth  of 
Christ  have  done  for  his  soul;  and  what  he 
has  seen  and  found  in  him.  He  has  seen 
his  sin,  guilt,  and  misery,  and  his  utter  need 
of  such  a  Saviour.  He  has  seen  the  excel- 
lency, beauty,  and  office  of  the  Son  of  God ; 
and  the  incomparable  suitableness  of  such  a 
Saviour  to  all  his  spiritual  wants.  He  sees 
and  admires  the  wisdom  and  love  of  God,  in 
preparing  and  sending  such  a  Saviour  to 
aeYiYcr  him  from  sin  and  hell;  and  to  raise 
him  to  pardon,  peace,  auSi  coxcv\![v\xyv\q.\v  with 
God.     He  feels  the  "povfeic  o^  xXxex^ot^L^^A 
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doctrine  of  Christ  wounding^  healings  quick- 
ening, and  comforting  his  soul.  lie  finds 
that  the  revelation  of  Christ,  as  it  is  the 
greatest  discovery  of  the  love  of  God  to 
man^  so  it  is  the  most  powerful  means  of 
kindling  and  enflaming  his  love  to  God.  He 
is  bom  of  God  by  the  truth  of  Christ;  and 
has  a  new  heart  and  nature,  a  new  love,  dis- 
position, and  delight ;  and  is  not  the  same 
man  he  formerly  was.  Moreover  he  finds 
just  such  a  conflict  with  himself,  with  sin, 
with  the  flesh,  the  world,  and  invisible 
wicked  powers,  as  is  described  and  provided 
for  in  the  doctrine  of  Christ.  He  finds  such 
prospects  and  such  strength  afibrded  him  by 
the  faith  of  Christ,  that  he  can  despise  and 
overcome  the  world,  and  travel  on  towards 
a  better.  He  learns  what  interest  the  Me- 
diator hath  in  heaven  by  the  answers  he  re- 
ceives to  those  prayers  that  are  sent  thither 
in  his  name,  according  to  his  will,  and 
through  his  intercession.  He  is  begotten 
again  unto  a  lively  hope;  to  a  holy  confi- 
dence in  God,  in  his  good  will  and  love ;  to  a 
joyful  victory  over  the  terrors  of  conscience, 
the  dread  of  death  and  hell;  to  a  comfort- 
able prospect  of  life  and  immortality ;  being 
ejiTJched  with  the  earnest  of  l\ie  ^y^tsX.,  ^s^ 
sealed  to  the  day  of  redemptioxi.    ^uOc^  ^^- 
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surance  has  the  believer  in  the  gospel :  1 
has  a  witness  in  himself.  Ohrist  is  forme 
in  him ;  and  he  is  growing  up  to  the  ftilno 
and  perfection,  or  perfect  image  of  Chrii 
in  heaven. 

HYMN 

FcT  Wednesday  Morning* 
Witness  ye  saints  that  Christ  is  true ; 

Tell  how  his  name  imparts 
The  life  of  grace  and  glory  too ; 

Ye  have  it  in  your  hearts. 

The  heavenly  building  is  begxm, 

When  ye  receive  the  Lord ; 
His  hands  shall  lay  the  crowning  stone. 

And  will  perform  his  word. 

Your  souls  are  form'd  by  Wisdom's  rules 
Your  joys  and  graces  shine ; 

You  need  no  learning  of  the  schools 
To  prove  your  faith  divine. 

Let  a  vain  world  with  scofis  oppose  ; 

Let  Satan's  bolts  be  hurl'd ; 
There's  something  wrought  within  you  shov 
That  Jesus  saves  the  world. 

PRAYER 

For  Wednesdaxj  Moruiug. 
Unto  thee,  O  Gc4,  do  vje  ^xa  'CftsscJ 
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yea  unto  thee  will  we  give  thanks;  because 
thy  name  is  nigh>  ancl  thy  wondrous  works 
declare  thee.  We  beseech  thee  graciously 
to  hear  us  at  this  time,  and  to  supply  our 
numerous  wants.  O  write  a  law  of  thank- 
fulness upon  our  hearts,  for  the  experience 
we  have  already  had  of  thy  goodness;  and 
kindly  continue  to  be  nigh  unto  us  in  all  that 
we  call  upon  thee  for. 

Wash  away  the  sins  of  our  past  lives. 
Who  can  tell  how  oft  he  offendeth  ?  none 
but  thou  who  knowest  all  things.  O  cleanse 
us  from  our  secret  faults,  and  from  our  ori- 
ginal depravity,  the  source  of  all.  May  we 
be  justified  fully  and  freely  by  thy  grace, 
through  the  redemption  that  is  in  Christ 
Jesus,  and  sanctified  by  the  renewing  efiicacy 
of  thy  blessed  Spirit. 

We  humbly  pray  thee  to  bless  us  in  this 
our  waiting  upon  thee;  we  are  gathered 
together  in  thy  name  at  the  footstool  of  thy 
throne  of  grace.  O  Lord  Jesus,  be  thou  in 
the  midst  of  us,  and  give  unto  us  a  well- 
grounded  hope  of  our  interest  in  thy  pre- 
cious blood.  We  dej>end  on  thy  righteous- 
ness, blood-shedding,  and  intercession;  as 
the  altar  which  sanctifies  ever^  ^^'ccv^^^  ^^ 
prayer  and  praise  which  we  offet  u"^.  ^\x!l^^ 
tt  18  only  through  thee  that  o\xx  ip«%^^^^^^ 
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Our  services  can  be  rendered  acceptable  to 
the  Father ;  O  mingle  our  addresses  with 
the  incense  of  thy  intercession^  that  they  may 
rise  up  as  a  memorial  before  God. 

O  tnou  risen  and  ascended  Saviour^  may 
our  hearts  and  affections  tend  upwards  to 
thy  throne  in  heaven ;  that  by  faith  in  thy 
adorable  person  and  infinite  merits,  and  by 
the  exercise  of  continual  obedience  and 
deadness  to  the  world,  we  may  safely  hope 
to  be  with  thee  where  thou  art,  and  behold 
thy  glory. 

O  heavenly  Father,  we  acknowledge  that 
all  the  blessings,  spiritual  and  temporal, 
which  we  have  received  from  our  earliest 
existence  to  this  day,  have  proceeded  from 
thy  free  and  unmerited  goodness.  If  the 
continuance  of  thy  favours  were  to  be  regu- 
lated by  our  deserts,  how  soon  would  they 
be  withdrawn!  Therefore,  not  unto  us,  O 
Lord,  not  unto  us,  but  unto  thy  name  be 
the  praise. 

Hear  us,  O  God  of  our  salvation ;  and  do 
more  for  us  than  we  are  able  to  ask  or  think, 
for  the  sake  of  thy  bejoved  Son,  our  ador- 
able Redeemer :  to  whom,  with  thee,  and 
the  Holy  Ghost  be  aacTibed  all  glory,  and 
adoration  by  the    c\iutc\v  ?i)ooNe,  wb.^  ^^^ 
church  below  for  ever  aiA  e^et*    tw\aKvx. 
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HYMN 

For  Wednesday  Evening. 

Come,  Holy  Spirit,  heav'nly  dove, 
With  all  thy  quickening  powers ; 

Kindle  a  flame  of  sacred  love 
In  these  cold  hearts  of  ours. 

Look  how  we  grovel  here  below, 

Fond  of  these  trifling  toys ; 
Our  souls  how  heavily  they  go 

To  reach  eternal  joys. 

In  vain  we  tune  our  formal  songs. 

In  vain  we  strive  to  rise ; 
Hosannahs  languish  on  our  tongues. 

And  our  devotion  dies. 

Dear  Lord !  and  shall  we  ever  live 

At  this  poor  dying  rate ; 
Our  love  so  faint,  so  cold  to  Thee, 

And  thine  to  us  so  great  ? 

Come,  Holy  Spirit,  heav'nly  dove. 
With  all  thy  quickening  powers  ; 

Come  shed  abroad  a  Saviour's  love, 
And  that  shall  kindle  ours. 

PRAYER 

For  Wednesday  Evening. 

O  thou  God  of  love,  wYvose  lew^et  \ssKt- 
»  are  over  all  thy  woxVs  *.  ^.xA  \i\Na  Ssi 
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thy  abounding  lovinff-kindness  hast  said, 
''  Delight  thyself  in  the  Lord,  and  he  shall 
fulfil  the  desires  of  thine  heart ;"  we  come 
before  thefe,  confessing  with  deep  humility 
and  contrition,  that  thy  love  has  oeen  most 
unworthily  neglected  by  our  ungrateful 
hearts,  or  we  might  have  dwelt  in  the  en- 
joyment of  thy  favour,  which  is  better  than 
life. 

O  that  henceforth  we  may  make  the  Lord 
our  refuge,  and  the  most  High  our  habita- 
tion; and  that  in  the  multitude  of  our 
thoughts  within  us  thy  comforts  may  delight 
our  souls.  May  we  rejoice  in  a  believinff 
view  of  thy  reconciled  face,  and  be  enabled 
from  blessed  experience  to  say,  "Whom 
have  we  in  heaven  but  thee,  and  there  is 
none  upon  earth  that  we  desire  in  compa- 
rison of  thee." 

O  how  plainly  hast  thou  declared,  in  the 
condescension,  sufferings,  death,  aiid  inter- 
cession of  thy  dear  Son,  thy  wondrous  love 
to  the  sons  of  men !  What  love  hast  thou 
shewn  in  the  course  of  thy  providence,  in 
preservations  and  deliverances !  Thou  hast 
conducted  us  by  thy  unerring  wisdom,  and 
crowned  us  with  lovmg-tindness  and  tender 
mercies.  Thou  hast  Taamte^X.^;^  \Jk^  Vyq^ 
^o  us  in  all  thy  precious  ■pioTDa&^^>^^^^s^^^ 
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glorioils  provision  thou  hast  made  for  ua 
through  Jesus  Christ  to  all  eternity. 

We  lament^  O  Lord>  that  thy  love  has 
been  so  much  lost  upon  us.  If  at  any  time 
we  have  been  drawn  towards  thee  by  tho 
cords  of  thy  mercy,  how  soon>  alas,  have  our 
carnal  minds  been  again  entangled  by 
earthly  vanities !  We  lament  the  darkness^ 
the  sluggishness,  and  the  earthliness  of  our 
hearts  which  has  kept  us  fh>m  thee  our  God. 
Our  iniquities  as  a  thick  cloud  have  hid  thy 
face  fipom  us.  O  that  we  had  walked  with 
thee  and  dwelt  with  thee  in  righteousness, 
peace,  and  joy !  This  sinful  distance  from 
thee,  our  God,  has  been  our  grievous  loss. 

Mercifully  grant  us  that  nearer  admit- 
tance to  thy  presence  which  alone  can  con- 
stitute our  recovery  and  our  joy.  O  help 
our  souls  to  lay  hold  on  Jesus,  our  recon« 
ciler ;  and  through  him  to  abide  in  thy  love. 
Increase  our  faith,  and  give  us  some  evi- 
dence that  eternal  life  is  begun  within  us ; 
and  while  we  continue  here,  help  us  more 
and  more  to  take  up  our  cross  and  follow 
Jesus  in  sobriety,  righteousness,  and  godli- 
ness of  life.  There  is  nothing  we  would 
more  desire  than  that  doing  righteousness, 
we  ma^  be  righteous  even  aaYie  \^l^^\.^^^^s.* 
Assist  ns,  we  beseech  thee,  \a>  ^X\»asv\Jkss 
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great  end  of  his  sufferings  and  deaths  the 

!)urchase  of  his  cross,  and  the  promise  of  his 
ove.  Preserve  in  us  a  constant  sense  of  the 
great  value  of  our  souls  for  which  he  died ; 
and  especially  raise  us  to  a  greater  height 
of  love  and  ^atitude>  and  of  hope  and  con- 
fidence in  thy  infinite  mercies,  of  which  we 
have  such  strong  assurance,  in  that  he  was 
delivered  for  our  offences  and  raised  again 
for  our  justification. 

May  we  live  above  the  tempting  allure- 
ments of  this  world,  and  delight  ourselves  in 
thee ;  walking  as  seeing  him  who  is  invisi- 
ble, till  we  arrive  at  the  heavenly  city, 
where  the  sun  of  our  joy  shall  go  down  no 
more ;  but  the  glory  of  God,  and  of  the 
Lamb  shall  be  our  light  for  ever  and  ever. 
O  Lord  accept  these  our  prayers  for  the 
sake  of  thy  beloved  Son,  our  only  Mediator 
and  Advocate. 


MEDITATION 

For  Thursday  Morning, 

''  Blessed  are  the  poor  in  spirit ;  for  their's  is 
"/Ae  kingdom  of  heaven." — Matt.  v.  3. 

The  ibundation  of  aW  gta^e^  \&  \^\^  xss. 
Auwility;  those  that  wou\i\>>5SL^^\^^ss»sN- 
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iegin  low.  It  is  an  excellent  preparative 
br  the  entrance  of  gospel  grace  into  the 
(oul :  it  fits  the  soil  to  receive  the  seed. 

The  general  opinion  is,  blessed  are  the 
ich,  the  great,  the  honourable,  who  spend 
;heir  days  in  mirth,  and  their  years  in  plea- 
lure.  Our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  this  chapter 
^ves  us  quite  another  view  of  blessedness ; 
md  from  nim  it  is  that  the  Christian  takes 
lis  ideas  of  happiness. 

To  be  poor  in  spirit  is  to  be  humbled,  to 
t>e  low  in  our  own  eyes :  it  is  to  acknowledge 
ihat  God  is  great,  and  that  we  are  mean  ; 
that  he  is  holy,  and  we  are  sinful ;  that  he 
is  all,  and  we  are  nothing  :  to  be  watching 
iaily  at  God's  gates,  waiting  at  the  posts  of 
liis  doors,  always  in  want  of  his  grace ;  it  is 
to  esteem  others  better  than  ourselves.  It 
is  to  renounce  our  own  righteousness  and 
strength,  and  depend  only  upon  the  merit  of 
Christ  for  our  justification,  and  upon  the 
Spirit  of  Christ  for  our  sanctification.  That 
broken  and  contrite  spirit  with  which  the 
Publican  cried,  *'  God  be  merciful  to  me  a 
dnner,"  is  this  poverty  of  spirit.  Such  are 
blessed:  blessed  in  tne  favour  of  God;  to 
;hem  he  gives  more  grace ;  they  live  the 
nost  comwrtable  lives,  and  axe  VvcA  ^se^ 
^ader  hearted  to  themselves  asv^  «a.  iJwsvi^ 
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them.  Their'fl  is  the  kingdom  of  heave 
High  spirits  arc  carried  away  by  the  glo 
of  the  kingdoms  of  this  world;  but  tl 
humble  obtain  the  glory  of  the  kingdom 
heaven. 

As  in  our  ^eatest  abundance  we  mv 
not  think  to  live  without  God;  so  in  o 

Sreatest  straits  we  must  learn  to  live  up 
im :  and  when  the  fi^-treo  doth  not  blc 
som,  and  the  fields  yield  no  meat,  still 
rejoice  in  the  Lord,  m  full  persuasion  th 
in  some  way  or  other  God  will  provide. 

HYMN 

For  Thursday  Morning. 

Lord,  if  thou  the  grace  impart, 
Poor  in  spirit,  meek  in  heart, 
I  shall  as  my  Master  be, 
Rooted  in  humility. 

From  the  time  that  thee  I  know. 
Nothing  great  I'd  seek  below ; 
Pleas'd  with  all  the  Lord  provides, 
Wean'd  from  all  the  world  besides. 

Simple,  teachable,  and  mild. 

Humble  as  a  little  c\dld, 
Ev*ry  evil  let  me  tee, 
Father,  fix  my  eou\  on  VSasft. 
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Oh  that  all  may  seek  and  fuid, 
£v'ry  good  in  Jesus  joined  I 
Him  let  Israel  still  adore, 
Trust  him,  praise  him  evermore, 

PRAYER 

For  Thursday  Morning, 

'  Thou  who  hast  bom  so  long  with  us, 
done  so  much  for  us :  of  Whom  alone 
eth  our  salvation,  and  by  whom  we 
pe  death;  moved  by  a  sense  of  our 
issities,  and  encouraged  by  our  daily  ex- 
ence  of  thy  mercies,  we  desire  still  to 
ter  ourselves  under  the  shadow  of  thy 
;s,  and  to  continue  our  supplications  at 
throne  of  thy  grace.  We  most  humbly 
•eat  thee,  who  fashionest  the  hearts 
;he  children  of  men,  that  thou  wouldcst 
pare  our  hearts  to  come  into  thy  sacred 
sence,  and  to  call  upon  thy  blessed  name. 
K)ur  down  upon  us  a  spirit  of  grace  and 
upplication ;  let  thy  good  Spirit  help  our 
rmities,  and  teach  us  how  to  pray. 
Ve  who  are  but  dust  and  ashes;  we 
>  have  but  too  just  cause  to  fear  lest  our 
at  and  manifold  sins  should  provoke  thee 
hide  thy  face  from  us,  auA.  ^uV.  'vx?^  ^iJcc^ 
ig-^Jundness  in  displeaauTe,\v^N^  VsJ*^^^ 
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upon  US  to  speak  unto  thee,  the  Sovereign 
Majesty  of  heaven  and  earth.  O  be  merci- 
ful to  us  sinners,  for  the  sake  of  him  whom 
thou  hast  exalted  to  be  a  Prince  and  a 
Saviour,  to  give  repentance  unto  his  peo- 
ple, and  forgiveness  of  sins.  Heal  our  souls, 
which  have  greatly  sinned  against  thee; 
heal  our  backslidings  and  love  us  freely ; 
take  away  our  ungodliness ;  renew  us  dauy 
unto  repentance ;  and  establish  our  hearts 
in  thy  laith,  and  fear,  and  love. 

Hold  up  our  goings  in  -thy  paths,  that 
our  foot-steps  slip  not.  Make  us  in  the 
strength  of  thy  grace  to  go  on  conquering 
and  to  conquer  all  the  enemies  of  our  souls, 
and  all  the  hindrances  of  our  salvation, 
until  thou  hast  bruised  Satan  under  our 
feet. 

We  bless  thee  for  the  mercies  of  the  past 
night.  We  laid  us  down  to  sleep,  and  have 
risen  again ;  for  thou  hast  sustained  us,  and 
made  us  to  dwell  in  safety.  May  we  ever 
experience  the  comfort  of  thy  protection,  and 
the  help  of  thy  divine  grace.  May  we  find 
thee  indeed  to  be  a  God  of  pardon,  and  a 
God  of  sanctification. 

Dispose  of  us,  we  beseech  thee,  this  day, 
And  of  all  that  concexxiE  us,  \.o  \)Ra  ^^^rj  ^^ 
^byname.     Keep  i3lb  at  «5!L  \;\m^^>^XLV\si  ^ 
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ts  and  companies  from  the  evil  of  sin, 
arom  all  other  evils  to  which  the  great- 
of  our  sins,  and  the  weakness  of  our 
re  expose  us.  And  take  thou,  O  hea- 
Y  Father,  the  charge,  guidance,  and 
jmment  of  us.  Lead  us  by  thy  counsel 
ugh  this  world  until  thou  hast  brought 
>  thy  kingdom  and  glory.  In  the  mean 
I  sanctify  to  us  all  thy  aealings  with  us ; 
seal  us  thine  to  the  great  day  of  final 
mption,  for  the  sake  of  thy  tender  mer- 
and  the  abundant  merits  of  Jesus 
st,  our  most  blessed  Mediator  and 
3emer.    Amen. 

HYMN 

For  Thursday  Evening, 
Ye  humble  souls  rejoice, 

And  cheerful  triumphs  sing ; 
Wake  all  your  harmony  of  voice, 

For  Jesus  is  your  King. 

That  meek  and  lowly  Lord, 

Whom  here  your  souls  have  known, 

Pledges  the  honour  of  his  word 
T'  avow  you  for  his  own. 

He  brings  salvation  near, 

For  which  his  blood  was  paid ; 
How  beauteous  shall  your  ^uV&  9C^^'^^>     '^ 

Thus  sumptuously  arraydl 
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Salvation,  Lord,  is  thine ; 

And  all  thy  saints  confess 
The  royal  robes  in  whjch  they  shine 

Were  wrought  by  sovVeign  grace. 


PRAYER 

For  Thursday  Evening. 

O  Lord^  the  infinite^  incomprehensibte 
Jehovah ;  thou  hast  heaven  for  thy  throne^ 
and  earth  for  thy  foot-stool ;  and  all  things 
are  in  thy  sight  and  at  thy  disposal.  Thou 
art  the  great  searcher  of  our  hearts^  and 
the  observer  of  our  lives,  here  and  every- 
where present.  Thou  compassest  our  path 
and  our  lying  down,  and  art  acquainted  with 
all  our  ways.  Lord,  prepare  our  hearts  to 
attend  upon  thy  glorious,  all-seeing  Ma- 
jesty. 

Work  in  us  by  the  power  of  thy  grace 
that  change  which  we  cannot  work  in  our- 
selves ;  for  of  ourselves  we  are  vile  and  help- 
less. Justly  mightest  thou  withdraw  thy 
tender  mercies  from  us,  and  pour  out  thy 
wrath  and  indignation  upon  us  to  the  utter- 
most; making  us  to  feel  by  dreadful  expe- 
riencoj  that  it  is  an  evW  a\v3L\iSXX«t  xJkov^  1q 
depart  from  thee,  tYie  \Wmg  QsoSl.  ^A^X-SiKs 
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patience  is  wonderful^  thy  goodness  is  infi- 
nite ;  and  as  is  thy  majesty  so  is  thy  mercy. 

We  therefore  humbly  beseech  thee  to 
stretch  forth  the  hand  of  thy  power  and 
grace^  which  alone  is  able  to  deliver  us  who 
are  tied  and  bound  with  the  chain  of  our 
sins.  Call  us  effectually,  and  we  shall  come 
unto  thee ;  draw  us,  and  we  shall  run  after 
thee.  Cause  us  to  feel,  to  abhor,  and  to 
forsake  our  iniquities :  and  give  us  a  well- 
grounded  apprehension  of  our  bein^  justified 
through  the  redemption  that  is  m  Jesus. 
For  his  sake  vouchsafe  us  the  sanctifying 
influences  of  thy  Spirit,  to  transform  us 
into  thine  own  image,  and  to  strengthen  us 
for  all  the  duties  of  thy  service. 

Perfect,  O  Lord,  that  which  concemeth 
us :  and  make  us  such  both  in  our  hearts 
and  lives,  that  we  may  enjoy  thy  peace  here, 
and  be  made  meet  for  the  inheritance  of  thy 
heavenly  glory  above.  O  satisfy  us  with 
thy  favour ;  and  enable  us  to  rejoice  in  a 
sense  of  thy  gracious  acceptance  of  us,  and 
merciful  intentions  towards  us  in  the  Son  of 
thy  love.  Speak  peace  to  our  consciences. 
Say  to  each  of  our  souls,  '^  I  am  thy  salva- 
tion," that  thus  we  may  rejoice  in  thee  as 
our  God  and  Pather  in  Jesua  CW^X.. 

And  as  thou  hast  been  goodi  wAVc^  "vs 

-^ 
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US  through  the  day  past,  so  may  we  expe- 
rience the  continuance  of  thy  fatherly  care 
over  us  this  night.  Preserve  us  from  all 
evil.  Vouchsafe  to  favour  us  with  such 
needfril  repose  as  may  refresh  and  strengthen 
us  for  our  respective  duties. 

Prepare  us  especially  we  earnestly  entreat 
thee,  most  holy  God,  for  the  final  sleep  of 
death,  and  the  solemn  account  we  must 
shortly  give  at  the  judgment-seat  of  Christ. 
When  our  souls  are  required  of  us,  and  we 
are  unclothed  of  the  body,  ffrant  that  we 
may  not  be  found  spiritually  destitute ;  un- 
spnnkled  with  the  atoning  blood  of  thy  Son, 
unclothed  with  the  robe  of  his  justifying 
righteousness,  nor  unadorned  with  the 
graces  of  thy  sanctifying  Spirit.  O  cause 
us  in  this  our  day,  the  day  of  life,  the  only 
season  of  preparation,  to  know  and  follow 
after  the  things  pertaining  to  our  everlast- 
ing peace,  before  they  are  for  ever  hidden 
from  our  eyes. 

Accomplish  the  work  of  thy  crace  upon 
our  hearts,  and  cause  us  to  finish  the  work 
thou  hast  given  us  to  do.  And  whenever 
thou  shalt  be  pleased  to  call  us  hence  piay 
we  depart  in  peace,  according  to  thy  word ; 
znay  we  quit  the  body  ml\v  cScv^e^xtoXjJV'eej^.^xssi 
^  mth  commend  our  sipvn\»  '^coXo  ^1  ^'^^ 
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cious  hands^  trusting  in  the  riches  of  thy 
grace^  and  the  saving  merits  of  thy  Son. 

For  all  that  he  has  so  wonderftilly  effected 
to  recover  us^  and  to  obtain  eternal  redemp- 
tion for  us;  for  whatever  good  thou  hast 
wrought  in  us ;  and  for  the  hope  of  glory 
thou  hast  given  us^  to  thy  name^  O  blessed 
GKmI  of  our  salvation^  we  would  ascribe  all 
praise  and  glory,  now  and  for  evermore. 
Amen. 


MEDITATION 


For  Friday  Morning. 

"  Therefore  I  say  unto  you,  Take  no  thought 
"  for  your  life,  what  ye  shall  eat,  or  what  ye  shall 
"  drink ;  nor  yet  Tor  your  body,  what  ye  shall 
"put  on.'' — Matt/vi.  25. 

**  I  say  unto  you.^'  What  is  it  that  Jesus 
saith  ?  "  Take  no  thought  for  your  life.''  He 
saith  it  as  our  lawgiver,  and  the  sovereign 
of  our  hearts :  he  saith  it  as  our  comforter, 
and  the  helper  of  our  joy. 

The  care  he  forbids  is  a  disquieting,  tor- 
menting care,  which  distracts  the  mind,  and 
causes  It  to  bang  in  suspeuae^  n^VvJcl  ^Mkr 
turbs  our  Joy  in  (lod,  and  ca&te  «k.  AMK^^i.-^J^^ 
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our  hope  in  him ;  which  hinders  our  en 
ment  of  what  God  has  given  us.  He 
bids  distrustful^  unbelieving  thoughts ;  ! 
commands  us  to  cast  all  our  care  upon  h 
and  let  our  souls  dwell  at  ease^  believ 
his  gracious  assurance^  that  he  carcth  for 
Take  no  thought  about  the  continuance 
life.  Hefer  it  to  God  to  lengthen  or  shoi 
it  as  he  pleases^  sayings  ^'My  times  arc 
thy  hand." 

And  with  respect  to  the  comforts  of 
life ;  refer  them  also  to  God,  to  embittei 
sweeten  as  he  pleases.    He  has  maintai 
our  lives  hitherto  ;  he  has  protected  us 
kept  us  alive.     He  that  guards  us  aga 
all  evil  will  supply  us  with  every  necess 
good.     If  he  nad  been  pleased  to  let 
perish,  he  would  not  have  given  his  an; 
charge  concerning  us  to  keep  us.     Bel 
the  fowls  of  the  air ;  for  they  sow  not,  neit 
do  they  reap,  nor  gather  into  bams; 
your  heavenly  Father  feedeth  them: 
ye  not  much  better  than  they  ?    Look  u 
them,  and  learn  to  trust  in  God.     Cons: 
the  lilies  of  the  field.     God  has  arra 
them  in  all  their  beauty,  surpassing  tha 
Solomon  in  his  glory.    If  he  so  clothe 
short-lived  grass,  much,  mote  V^\v^  ^ 
you  whom  he  hath  choB^u  fcx  VxKotfstX 
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Even  the  cliildren  of  Nineveh  were  pre- 
Terred  before  the  gourd;  much  more  the 
sons  of  Zion^  who  are  in  covenant  with  their 
God. 

"OyeofUtOefaith:'  This  may  be  taken 
Eis  an  encouragement  to  weak  faith.  True 
Faith,  though  it  be  but  weak>  is*  an  earnest 
of  the  divme  care.  Great  faith  shall  be 
commended,  and  bring  in  great  things ;  but 
little  faith  shall  not  be  neglected.  Your 
heavenly  Father  knoweth  you  have  need  of 
these  things.  All  the  excellences  of  the 
creature  must  flow  from  God,  the  fountain 
and  spring  of  them  all.  And  though  he  is 
in  heaven  and  we  upon  earth,  he  observes 
what  the  least  of  us  hath  occasion  for^  and 
he  will  provide. 


HYMN 
For  Friday  Morning. 

Quiet,  Lord,  my  froward  heart ; 

Make  me  teachable  and  mild, 
Upright,  simple,  free  from  art ; 

Make  me  as  a  weaned  child^ 
From  distrust  and  envy  free, 
Pleaa'd  with  all  that  pleaaeatV^. 
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What  thou  shalt  to-day  provide, 
Let  me  as  a  child  receive ; 

What  to-morrow  may  betide,  ' 

Calmly  to  thy  wisdom  leave : 

'Tis  enough  thai  Thou  wilt  care  ; 

Why  should  I  the  burden  bear  ? 

As  a  little  child  relies 

On  a  eiLte  beyond  his  own  > 

Knows  he's  neither  strong  nor  wise^ 
Fears  to  stir  a  step  alone : 

Let  me  thus  with  thee  abide. 

As  my  Father,  Guard,  and  Guide. 

Thus  preserved  from  Satan's  wiles, 
Safe  from  dangers,  free  from  fears. 

May  I  live  upon  thy  smiles, 
TiYL  the  prdmis'd  hour  appears ; 

When  the  sons  of  God  shall  prove 

All  their  Father's  boundless  love. 


PRAYER 

For  Friday  Morning* 

O  most  high  and  gracious  God,  Fat! 

of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  we  desire  to  dr 

nigh  unto  thee  acknowledging  that  we  i 

thine,  for  thou  hast  made  us  and  not 

ourselves.     O  may  vfo  m  \v^^t\.  ^insI  \bli 

ascend  unto  thy  dweUmft-^^a«.^»  wA\r* 
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lowliness  worsliip  at  the  footstool  of  thy 
glorious  Majesty.  May  we  with  confidence 
and  delight  approach  thee,  our  heavenly 
Father,  as  dear  children. 

Bless  our  souls  with  such  holy  and  lively 
faith  as  may  enliven  our  minds,  purify  our 
hearts,  and  influence  our  lives.  May  we 
receive  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  set  forth 
in  the  Gospel  as  a  propitiation,  as  a  Prince, 
and  a  Saviour;  and  desire  more  thoroughly 
to  approve  ourselves  sincere  unfeigned  pe- 
nitents, that  we  may  obtain,  through  him, 
pardon,  justification,  and  eternal  life.  En- 
able us  to  trust  in  thine  almighty  power 
to  help  and  save ;  in  thy  loving-kindness  to 
pity  and  relieve ;  and  in  thy  exceeding  great 
and  precious  promises  made  unto  all  that 
wait  upon  thee. 

May  thy  grace  be  manifested  this  day  in 
our  life  and  conversation.  Make  us  watch- 
ful over  ourselves,  over  our  thoughts,  words, 
and  actions ;  watchful  against  all  evil,  and 
watching  unto  prayer.  Remind  us,  O  God, 
that  thine  eye  is  ever  upon  us ;  and  may 
we  walk  as  those  on  whom  thy  name  is 
called. 

May  we  be  careful  for  nothing ;  but  in 
everything  make  known  owv  T^QfOL^%\»  xxxjiw^^ 
thee  by  prayer  and  suppUcal\oTLm<!si^^a2^*»« 
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giving.  And  when  at  any  time  thou  shalt 
see  fit  in  thine  infinite  wisdom  and  love,  to 
withhold  an  immediate  answer  to  our  peti- 
tions, be  graciously  pleased,  O  Father,  to 
give  us  such  a  measure  of  fitith,  hope,  and 
patience  as  may  bear  us  up  in  all  thecnanges 
of  this  mortal  life. 

In  whatsoever  state  we  are  may  we  learn 
therewith  to  be  content.  May  we  know  how 
to  be  abased,  as  well  as  how  to  be  exalted ; 
to  want  as  well  as  to  abound;  to  have 
nothing  as  well  as  to  possess  all  things.  And 
though  the  fig-tree  should  not  blossom,  and 
no  fruit  be  found  on  the  vine;  though  the 
labour  of  the  olive  should  fail,  and  the  field 
yield  no  increase;  though  there  be  no  sheep 
in  the  fold,  or  herd  in  the  stall,  may  we 
still  trust  in  the  Lord,  and  be  joyfiil  in  the 
God  of  our  salvation.  May  we  remfember, 
O  Lord,  that  thou  canst  cause  rivers  to  flow 
from  the  rock,  and  furnish  a  table  in  the 
wilderness ;  that  by  thee  even  the  hairs  of 
our  heads  are  all  numbered;  and  none  ever 
trusted  in  thee  and  were  confounded. 

Thus  may  we  run  our  race,  fight  the  good 

fight,  keep  the  faith,  and  live  the  life  of  the 

righteous  upon  earth,  and  at  length  may 

our  last  etaa  be  like  la\s.     krA  ^\^ssisl«s««. 

these  earthly  tabemaeleB  »\\tfiV>Q^  ^Mads.^^, 
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ay  our  souk  be  safely  conveyed  to  the 
ansions  of  the  blessed  m  the  heavens ;  to 
e  innumerable  company  of  angels^  to  the 
►irits  of  the  just  made  perfect,  and  to  God 
e  judge  of  all.  Now  to  the  Lamb  that  was 
%m,  and  has  redeemed  us  to  God  by  his 
ood  be  glory,  dominion,  and  praise,  for 
rer  and  ever.     Amen. 

HYMN 

For  Friday  Evemng. 

While  I  liv'd  without  the  Lord, 

(If  I  might  be  said  to  live,) 
Nothing  could  relief  afford, 

Nothing  satisfaction  give. 

Empty  hopes,  and  groundless  fear 
M oy'd  by  turns  my  anxious  mind ; 

Like  a  feather  in  the  air. 

Made  the  sport  of  ev'ry  wind. 

Now  I  see,  whate'er  betide. 

All  is  well  if  Christ  be  mine : 
He  has  promised  to  provide ; 

I  have  only  to  resign. 

When  a  sense  of  sin  and  thrall 

Forc'd  me  to  the  sinner's  Friend^ 
He  engaged  to  manage  all 
By  the  way  and  to  the  cud. 
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"  Cast,"  he  said,  "  on  me  thy  care, 
'Tis  enough  that  1  am  nigh : 

I  will  all  thy  burdens  bear, 
I  will  all  thy  wants  supply. 

"  Simply  follow  as  I  lead ; 

Do  not  reason,  but  believe : 
Call  cm  me  in  time  of  need, 

Thou  shalt  surely  help  receive." 

Lord,  I  would,  I  do  submit. 
Gladly  yield  my  all  to  thee ; 

What  thy  wisdom  sees  most  fit 
Must  be,  surely,  best  for  me. 

Only,  when  the  way  is  rough. 
And  my  timid  fl^sh  would  start, 

Let  thy  promise  and  thy  love 
Cheer  and  animate  my  heart. 

PRAYER 

For  Friday  Evening* 

O  most  holy,  great,  and  glorious  ( 

the  Almiffhty  Creator  of  heaven  and  ea 

who  upholdest  all  things  by  the  word  of 

power,  and  art  unsearcnable  in  wisdom, 

tice,  and  mercy ;  the  ptivae^  o^  ^u^<ils 

inSnitely    belo^    Vb^   Uottat^u^xiX*  ^ 
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lences.    How    then    shall   we    sufficiently 
adore  thee ! 

But  thou  hast  graciously  condescended  to 
ssLj,  "  Whoso  ofiTereth  praise  glorifieth  me.*' 
We  would  therefore  desire  to  bless  thine 
unspeakable  love^  which  has  revealed  thy- 
self in  the  coming  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christy 
not  only  as  the  I^rd  most  mi^h^>  but  also 
as*  the  Lord  most  merciful  and  abundant  in 
loving-kindness. 

Enable  us,  O  Lord,  deeply  to  abhor 
ourselves;  and  to  be  abased  in  dust  and 
ashes,  that  we  have  so  departed  from  thee 
and  walked  after  vanity.  We  have, indeed, 
destroyed  ourselves. 

But  we  would  with  all  our  souls  glorify 
thy  holy  name,  that  in  thee  is  our  help 
found :  for  thou  hast  laid  help  upon  one  who 
is  mighty  to  save ;  even  Jesiis,  who  is  able 
to  save  to  the  uttermost  all  that  come  unto 
God  by  him,  and  ever  liveth  to  make  inter- 
cession for  them.  To  him  would  we  look, 
and  upon  him  would  we  depend  for  the  par- 
don of  our  sins,  and  the  salvation  of  our 
souls. 

O  that  we  may  know  him,  and  the  power 
of  his  resurrection,  and  the  fellowship  of  his 
BufferingBj  and  he  made  comfotmaXA'ei  \.^\c^^ 
deaih.  May  the  cross  of  C\vr\»t\i^  \>5v&\3fta^2os. 
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of  crucifying  the  world  unto  us,  and  us  unto 
the  world.  Make  us  followers  of  Christ  as 
dear  children,  adorning  the  doctrine  of  God 
our  Saviour  in  all  things. 

We  would  most  thankfiilly  acknowledge 
the  manifold  tokens  we  have  received  of  thy 
long  suffering  patience  and  forbearance.  O 
that  there  were  in  each  of  us  a  heart  to  know 
thee  better ;  to  meditate  continually  on  thy 
mercies;  to  love  thee  more  entirely;  to 
search  out  the  designs  of  thy  goodness 
towards  us.  Empty  our  hearts  of  all  other 
things.  Draw  us,  and  we  shall  run  after 
thee.  Help  us  to  show  our  love  to  thee 
by  gromng  in  acquaintance  with  thee ;  and 
by  a  constant  doing  of  thy  will  on  earth  as 
it  is  done  in  heaven. 

As  thv  ways  are  ways  of  pleasantness, 
and  all  tny  paths  peace;  grant  that  we  may 
never  admit  a  thought  against  the  purity 
and  strictness  of  thy  holy  law.  May  we 
always  admire  and  approve  it,  and  delight 
in  it  after  the  inner  man.  Manifest,  we  pray 
thee,  thy  powerful  grace  in  conquering  our 
will ;  and  assist  us  to  go  &om  strength  to 
strength,  and  so  run  our  Christian  race  as 
to  obtain  the  heavenly  prize. 

May  thy  daily  providential  dispensations, 
whether  afRictive  ot  ptoby^to\v&>  o^vsken  us 


SATURDAY  MORNING.  189 

in  our  pursuit  of  everlasting  rest.  Prepare 
our  minds  by  holy  trust  and  fortitude  for 
what  every  night  or  day  may  bring  forth^ 
and  persuade  us  that  whatever  thou  doest 
will  be  in  wisdom  and  in  love.  May  we  lie 
down  this  night  in  peace  with  thee ;  and  at 
last  may  we  lie  down  and  sleep  in  Jesus;  to 
whom^  with  the  Father^  and  the  eternal 
Spirit  be  glory  for  ever.     Amen. 


MEDITATION 

For  Saturday  Morning, 

**That  your  joy  might  be  full." — John  xv.  11. 

It  is  the  pleasure  of  our  bounteous  Lord^ 
that  none  of  his  family  should  want  comfort^ 
he  would  have  our  joys  exceed  our  sorrows. 
Greatly  as  he  delights  in  the  humble  and 
contrite  soul ;  yet  he  rejoices  still  more  in 
those  that  cheerfully  trust  in  him.  Hath  our 
Lord  spread  a  table  in  the  wilderness,  and 
furnished  it  with  the  promises  of  everlast- 
ing glory  ?  Hath  he  set  before  us  that  flesh 
which  is  meat  indeed^  and  that  blood  which 
is  drink  indeed  ?  Has  he  invited  us  to  sit 
iown  and  feed ;  and  fumishedi  \3L"a  WScL^a^JSa. 
nd  love  ?  And  has  he  not  tVveu  ^  dj^^vt^*^^ 
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we  should  rejoice  in  him  ?  O  let  not  our  un- 
believing souls  ever  charge  our  uncomforta- 
ble heavmess  upon  him^  who  has  offered  the 
highest  delights  that  heaven  can  afford  and 
God  can  bestow.  Does  he  not  bid  us  delight 
ourselves  in  the  Lord,  and  promise  to  give 
us  the  desires  of  our  hearts  ?  Hath  he  not 
charged  us  to  rejoice  evermore :  yea,  to  sing 
aloud,  and  shout  for  joy  ?  Why  should  any 
then  draw  back  discouraged  ?  6od  is  willing 
if  we  are.  He  would  fain  have  it  our  con- 
stant frame  and  daily  business,  to  be  near 
him  in  believing  memtations,  and  to  live  in 
the  sweetest  thoughts  of  his  goodness.  O 
blessed  work,  employment  fit  for  the  sons  of 
God !  Thou,  O  Ijora,  spreadest  before  us  a 
rich  and  spiritual  banquet.  But,  alas !  we 
are  blind,  and  cannot  perceive  it ;  we  are 
sick,  and  cannot  relish  spiritual  food ;  we  are 
jso  benumbed,  that  we  cannot  put  forth  a 
hand  to  lay  hold  on  eternal  life.  '  We  there- 
fore humbly  beg  thy  grace ;  that,  as  thou 
hast  in  thy  blessed  word  opened  heaven  to 
us,  so  thou  wouldest  open  our  eyes  to  see 
it,  and  our  hearts  to  desire  ana  seek  it. 
Awake,  O  thou  spirit  of  life,  and  breathe 
upon  us  thy  graces.  O  \\ft  ua  u^  from  earth, 
that  we  may  walk  m  XXve  ^^t«u^%^  <^1  ^ 
love  and  grace  lieie-,  mfliAo^  ^aifisix^^i 
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hat  thou  hast  laid  up  for  them  that  love 
id  wait  for  thee  hereafter. 


HYMN 

For  Saturday  Morning. 

Come,  ye  that  love  the  Lord, 
And  let  our  joys  he  known ; 

Join  in  a  song  with  sweet  accord, 
And  thus  surround  the  throne. 

The  sorrows  of  the  mind 
Be  hanish'd  from  this  place ; 

Religion  never  was  designed 
To  make  our  pleasures  less. 

Let  those  refuse  to  sing 
That  never  knew  our  God ; 

But  children  of  the  heavenly  King 
May  speak  their  joys  ahroad. 

The  men  of  grace  have  found 

Glory  hegun  below ; 
Celestial  fruits  on  earthly  ground 

From  faith  and  hope  may  grow. 

The  hill  of  Zion  yields 

A  thousand  sacred  sweets^ 
Before  we  reach  the  heavetvV^  i!iA^"s»^ 
Or  walk  the  golden  stteel^. 
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Then  let  our  songs  abound. 

And  every  tear  be  dry  ; 
We're  marching  through  Immanuers  ground 

To  fairer  worlds  on  high. 

PRAYER 

For  Saturday  Morning* 

0  our  God,  who  dwellest  in  the  highest 
heavens,  with  what  awe  and  reverence  ought 
we  to  make  mention  of  thy  name ;  with  what 
humility  of  soul  ought  we  to  acknowledge 
thy  divme  grace,  that  thou  who  art  so  great 
and  highly  exalted,  dost  humble  thyself  to 
take  notice  of  such  sinful  and  rebellious 
children  as  we  arc ! 

Adored  be  thy  wonderful  love,  O  most 
merciful  and  gracious  Father,  who  hast  en- 
couraged our  approaches  to  thee ;  who  didst 
not  utterly  cast  us  out  of  thy  sight  when  we 
had  turned  our  backs  upon  thee,  but  didst 
send  thy  only  begotten  Son  into  the  world 
to  redeem  and  save  us.  We  thank  thee 
with  all  our  souls  that  he  bare  our  sins  in 
his  own  body  on  the  tree,  that  we  being  dead 
unto  sin  might  live  unto  righteousness.  O 
Lord,  how  infinitely  are  we  mdebted  to  thee 
i&r  giving  him  for  ua,  t\i»X\vef  m\^\.\^dftem 
^s  from  all  iniquity,  aad  ^\xtv^^  \x^  >«DXa»\issv: 
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self  a  peculiar  people,  zealous  of  good  works; 
O  let  not  the  great  things  which  the  Lamb 
of  God  has  done  and  suffered  for  perishing 
sinners  be  lost  unto  us ;  but  may  we  love 
more  that  adorable  Saviour  who  bought 
us  at  the  inestimable  price  of  his  own 
blood. 

Heavenly  Father,  give  us  the  grace  of 
thy  Holy  Spirit  to  change  and  renew  us 
throughout  m  spirit,  soul>  and  body ;  and  to 
enable  us  daily  to  amend  our  lives  according 
to  thy  holy  word.  We  hope  it  is  the  desire 
of  our  souls  to  be  possessed  with  more  steady 
and  affectionate  thoughts  of  thee,  to  be  more 
inflamed  with  love  to  thee  and  all  mankind. 
O  dispose  our  will  to  resign  itself  to  thine, 
cheerfully  to  comply  with  thy  providence, 
and  to  employ  aU  opportunities  of  doing  or 
receiving  good. 

O  God,  deny  us  not  this  great  grace, 
though  we  are  unworthy  of  the  least  of  thy 
mercies ;  but  strengthen  us  with  might  by 
thy  Spirit  in  the  inner  man.  O  Holy  Spirit, 
do  thou  graciously  teach  and  direct  us  in  the 
right  way,  and  assist  us  to  walk  in  it :  cheer 
and  refresh  us  when  we  are  ready  to  faint ; 
uphold  us  lest  we  fall;  and  enable  us  with 
fervent  desires  to  implore  \\rj  xftax^^,*^^^ 
witA  more  resolved  watcMxAtve^^,  ^xv^^^^^ 

o 


194  THIRD    WEEK. 

earnest  prayer  we  may  be  strengthened  i 
the  time  to  come. 

Thou,  O  Lord,  givest  us  temporal  ble 
ings,  that  we  may  thirst  after  spiritu] 
and  thou  fillest  us  with  spiritual  blessings 
Christ,  that  we  may  long  for  the  accompus 
ment  of  them  in  immortal  life.  Thou  do< 
us  good  before  we  ask;  and  thou  giv< 
liberally  unto  us,  that  thou  mayest  encoura 
us  to  ask  for  more.  Thou  pitiest  us  wh 
we  have  no  compassion  for  ourselves ;  a 
art  stiU  careful  of  us  when  we  trifle  with  t 
richest  mercies.  O  let  this  be  our  rejoicii 
to  have  Christ  formed  in  us ;  and  to  be  ma 
like  unto  the  Son  of  thy  love :  and  give 
a  lively  and  animating  hope  of  living  wi 
him  in  nis  heavenly  kingdom  with  all  the 
that  love  his  appearing.    Amen  and  Am< 

HYMN 

For  Saturday  Evening. 
My  God,  my  King,  thy  various  praise 
Shall  fill  the  remnant  of  my  days  ; 
Thy  grace  employ  my  humble  tongue 
Till  death  and  glory  raise  the  song. 

The  wings  of  every  hour  shall  bear 
Some  thankful  tribute  to  thine  ear ; 
And  every  setting  auiv  ^m3\  ^^ 
New  works  of  duly  done  fex  ^^^&^* 
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Thy  truth  and  justice  I'll  proclaim ; 
Thy  bounty  flows  an  endless  stream  ; 
Thy  mercy  swift ;  thine  anger  slow, 
But  dreadful  to  the  stubborn  foe. 

But  who  can  speak  thy  wondrous  deeds  ? 
Thy  greatness  all  our  thoughts  exceeds : 
Vast  and  unsearchable  thy  ways ; 
Vast  and  immortal  be  thy  praise. 

PRAYER 

Far  Saturday  Evening. 

Wherewith  shall  we  come  before  thee, 
)  Lord,  or  bow  ourselves  in  thy  presence,  O 
hou  Most  High?  Cause  us  to  come  unto 
hee  in  faith,  mentioning  no  other  name, 
leading  no  other  righteousness,  and  trust- 
iig  in  no  other  atonement,  than  the  name, 
ighteousness,  and  atonement  of  thy  blessed 
Ion,  and  our  adorable  Mediator  Jesus  Christ, 
n  him  we  desire  to  be  found :  through  him 
re  hope  for  favour  with  thee  and  acceptance 
fi  thy  sight. 

Blessed  be  thy  goodness  for  the  mercies 
f  the  past  day;   for  the  blessings  of  thy 
^rovidence,  the  comforts  of  thy  Spirit,  and 
he  privileges  we  enjoy.     \Je  \)w»xJ»«w  "^^^ 
at  we  have  been  pTotecle3L^xo\sv^«Sk."?fs^\ 
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and  above  all,  if  we  have  beien  in  any  mea- 
sure withheld  by  grace  from  sinning  against 
thee. 

Sinners  indeed  we  are,  and  sinned  against 
thee  we  have  even  at  the  best  of  times,  and 
in  the  best  of  frames;  but,  O  Lord,  we  would 
be  unfeiffnedly  thankful  if  thou  hast  given 
us  any  desire  to  live  unto  thee.  O  make 
those  desires  effectual  through  the  mighty 
working  of  thy  Spirit,  who  is  able  to  subdue 
even  our  rebellious  hearts  to  himself. 

We  beseech  thee  to  blot  out  the  trans- 
gressions of  the  past  day,  and  of  the  week 
now  closing.  Look  upon  the  covenant  of  thy 
grace ;  and  through  the  blood  of  that  cove- 
nant forgive  us  all  our  sins;  wash  us  and  we 
shall  be  whiter»than  snow.  Shouldest  thou 
deal  with  us  after  our  sins,  or  reward  us  ac- 
cording to  our  deserts,  alas !  we  could  not 
stand  in  thy  presence,  nor  be  justified  in  thy 
sight. 

But,  though  we  are  guilty  and  depraved, 
we  rejoice  that  thou  art  gracious.  We  bless 
thee  for  that  rich  provision  of  grace  and  fflory 
which  thoii  hast  made  for  thy  penitent 
and  believing  people  in  the  righteousness, 
sacriBce,  andintercession  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  who  is  their  ad.^oc.^\.e  \nJOcL  NJaa  "^^r 
^boTj  and    the  propit\at\oiv  fe^  ^^^"^  ^^®^- 
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Tilou  hast  delivered  tl^y  redeemed  from 
going  down  into  the  pit^  and  hast  found  a 
ransom  for  them.  O  satisfy  us,  by  thy 
blessed  Spirit,  that  we  are  of  this  happy 
number. 

Continue  thv  goodness  towards  us  this 
night;  grant  that  we  may  rest  under  thy 
defence,  O  thou  Most  Hi&^h,  and  abide  under 
the  shadow  of  the  Almighty.  Thy  mercies 
to  us  have  been  equalfy  great,  numerous, 
and  unmerited :  may  we  ever  experience  thee 
to  be  a  God  of  love.  Perfect,  O  Lord,  that 
which  concemeth  us,  and  forsake  not  the 
work  of  thine  own  hands.  Bless  us  with  thy 
presence,  grace,  and  protection.  Suffer  not 
the  enemy  to  have  an  advantage  over  us ; 
neither  let  the  sons  of  wickedness  approach 
to  hurt  us. 

Be  with  all  thy  people  every  where.  Visit 
especially  with  thy  salvation  those  whom  we 
desire  to  bear  upon  our  hearts  before  thee. 
May  those  who  are  near  and  dear  to  us  be 
near  and  dear  to  God :  and  whatever  sepa- 
ration thy  good  Providence  may  make  upon 
earth,  grant  that  we  and  they  may  meet  with 
joy  at  thy  right  hand  in  the  day  ot  judgment. 

May  all  orders  and  degrees  of  meu  ftoxsv 

the  highest  to  the  lowest  feat  GcoSl^Vss^  "Cwb 

trutbj  and  work  righteousness.    ^Ue^^^^sc^ 
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and  relieve  those  who  labour  under  any  afflic- 
tion in  mind^  body^  or  estate ;  and  make  all 
work  together  for  their  good. 

Preserved,  O  Lord,  by  thy  gracious  mercy 
we  are  come  to  the  close  of  another  week. 
Since  the  commencement  of  it  many  of  our 
fellow  creatures  have  left  this  earthly  scene. 
O  God  most  holy,  O  God  most  mighty,  suffer 
us  not  to  close  our  eyes  in  death  before  we 
have  been  enabled  to  embrace  the  Lord's 
Christ  in  the  arms  of  faith,  and  to  say,  ''Now, 
Lord,  lettest  thou  thy  servant  depart  in 
peace ;  for  mine  eyes  nave  seen  thy  salva- 
tion." 

In  all  the  duties  of  thy  holy  day  before  us 
may  we  look  to  the  Spirit  of  grace  for  will- 
ingness and  power  to  serve  thee  faithfully ; 
and  may  our  entire  dependence  be  upon  the 
merits  of  Jesus  Christ  the  righteous.  Lift 
up  the  light  of  thy  countenance  upon  us : 
may  we  wait  for  thy  loving  kindness,  O  God, 
in  tne  midst  of  thy  temple :  O  make  our  souls 
joyful  in  thy  house  of  prayer. 

Be  thou  present  in  the  worshipping  assem- 
blies of  thy  saints ;  meet  them  that  desire 
to  meet  with  thee,  and  visit  with  thy  salva- 
tion  those  who  wait  on  l\veem  the  ordinances 
of  thy  appointment.   "M-^cs  «V3^^  ^^  %^^'^'W5i 
^e  joyM  and  glad  m  ^ec\  toSl^tAV^ 
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happy  experience,  that  one  day  in  thy  courts 
is  better  than  a  thousand  elsewhere ;  that 
thy  house  is  indeed  the  house  of  God,  and 
the  gate  of  heaven. 

Be  with  all  the  faithful  stewards  of  thy 
mysteries.  Enable  them  rightly  to  divide 
the  Word  of  Truth,  applying  it  to  the  hearts 
and  consciences  of  theirnearers  according  to 
their  several  cases.  Pardon  the  unworthi- 
ness  of  ministers  and  people ;  and  vouchsafe 
to  own  thy  fflorious  Gospel  by  making  it 
eflTectual  to  the  salvation  of  them  that  hear. 
Every  spiritual  and  temporal  mercy  we  re- 
quest f6r  the  alone  sake  of  Jesus  Christ  the 
righteous.     Amen. 
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MEDITATION 

For  the  LonTs-Day  Morning. 

''The  righteous  shall  flourish  like  the  paJm 
^'  tree :  he  shall  grow  like  a  cedar  in  Lebanon. 
"  Those  that  be  planted  in  the  house  of  the  Lord 
"  shall  flourish  in  the  courts  of  our  God.  They 
"  shall  still  bring  forth  fruit  in  old  age ;  they  shall 
"  be'fat  and  flourishing ;  to  shew  that  the  Lord 
"  is  upright :  he  is  my  rock,  and  there  is  no  un- 
"  righteousness  in  him."— Psalm  xcii.  12-15. 

The  trees  of  righteousness  grow  not  in 
common  soil,  but  in  the  vineyard  and  house 
of  the  Lord.  It  is  from  his  grace,  by  his 
word  and  Spirit,  that  they  receive  all  the 
spiritual  sap  and  virtue  that  keeps  them 
alive  and  makes  them  fruitful.  They  put 
themselves  under  the  divine  protection,  they 
fix  themselves  under  divine  ordinances,  take 
root  in  them,  and  bring  forth  all  their  fruit 
to  God's  honour  and  glory. 
They  shall  grow  in  grace,  m  \SL%eS.\sX!aeaa, 
^od  in   beauty.      Like  tke  \.aSi  ^^^^^  ^^^ 
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Lebanon  they  shall  grow  nearer  heaven>  and 
with  a  holy  ambition  shall  aspire  towards  the 
world  above. 

They  shall  flourish  to  the  credit  of  their 
profession,  and  to  the  comfort  and  joy  of 
their  own  souls.  While  the  wicked  flourish 
like  the  grass  which  is  soon  withered,  the 
righteous  shall  flourish  like  the  palm  tree  : 
their  leaves  shall  not  wither.  Seing  planted 
ia  the  house  of  the  Lord  they  shaU  flourish 
in  the  courts  of  their  God :  tnere  their  root 
is,  and  there  their  branches  spread :  their 
life  is  hid  with  Christ  in  God.  Their  light 
also  shines  before  men,  and  they  adorn  the 
doctrine  of  God  their  Saviour  in  all  things. 

They  shall  be  fruitful.  Did  they  bear  only 
leaves  they  would  be  trees  of  no  value.  But 
they  shall  bring  forth  fruit — fruits  of  holi- 
ness, and  lively  devotion,  useful  conversa- 
tion; and  those  good  works  by  which  God  is 
glorified  and  all  around  them  edified — ^the 
fruits  of  righteousness,  which  are  by  Jesus 
Christ  to  the  praise  and  glory  of  God.  Other 
trees  when  tney  are  old  leave  oflF  bear- 
ing; but  the  plants  of  righteousness  shall 
bring  forth  fruit  even  in  old  age.  In  them 
the  strength  of  grace  shall  not  fail  with  the 
strength  of  nature.  The  \a&\,  da^^^  ^^  "^^ 
saints  have  been  their  best  da^^,  otA  \5ssk>x 
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last  works  their  best  works ;  to  shew  that  they 
are  upright,  and  that  the  Lord  is  faithful, 
who  has  promised  that  those  who  wait  on  him 
shall  renew  their  strength.  The  faithfulness 
of  God  is  the  believer's  triumph.  If  they 
are  plants  of  righteousness,  it  is  because  He 
has  planted  them  by  his  right  hand.  If  they 
bring  forth  friiit,  it  is  because  He  has  made 
them  fruitful  and  flourishing.  If  their  leaf 
does  not  wither,  it  is  because  He  has  planted 
a  living  principle  of  grace  within ;  if  they 
prosper,  it  is  to  shew  that  the  Lord  is  faith- 
ful, and  there  is  no  unrighteousness  in  him. 

HYMN 

For  the  LofiTs-Day  Morning. 

Lord,  'tis  a  pleasant  thing  to  stand 
In  gardens  planted  by  thy  hand : 
Let  me  within  thy  courts  be  seen, 
Like  a  young  cedar  fresh  and  green. 

There  gp^w  thy  saints  in  faith  and  love, 
Blest  with  thine  influence  from  above : 
Not  Lebanon  with  all  its  trees 
Yields  such  a  comely  sight  as  these. 

The  plants  of  grace  shall  ever  live : 
Nature  decays,  but  greiee  must  thrive. 
Time^  that  doth  all  t\v\w^  e\ifc  Vov^^yc^ 
Still  makes  them  flouTOVis.\.xow%wA^5»x- 
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Laden  witK  fruits  of  age  tKey  sKew 
The  Lord  is  holy,  just,  and  true : 
None  that  attend  his  gates  shall  find 
A  God  un&ithful  or  unkind. 


PRAYER 

For  the  Lord^S'Day  Morning, 

O  Lord  God  Almighty,  the  Creator  of  the 
universe,  before  whom  angels  and  archangels 
veil  their  faces,  we  desire  to  approach  thy 
divine  Majesty  with  the  reverence  and  godly 
fear  which  becomes  those  who  are  round  about 
thee.  We  would  worship  and  fall  down  be- 
fore thee,  the  Lord  our  maker,  acknowledg- 
ing that  we  are  unworthy  to  come  into  thy 
glorious  presence,  and  trusting  for  accept- 
ance only  in  the  atonement  and  merits  of 
Christ  Jesus,  our  onlv  Mediator  and  Re- 
deemer. But  through  Kim,  and  by  the  influ- 
ences of  the  Holy  Ghost,  may  we  draw  nigh 
with  filial  confidence. 

O  enable  us  to  come  to  Christ,  that  out 
of  his  fulness  we  may  receive  all  we  need ; — 
repentance,  remission  of  sins,  and  the  gift  of 
thy  Holy  Spirit.  May  Jesus  dwell  in  our 
hearts  hv  faith,  and  may 'we\ie  tc^\.^^'«»^ 
grounded  in  love.      TeacVi  ub,  0\i3t?S.A^ 
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rely  on  his  bloody  and  build  all  our  hopes  on 
his  righteousness.  Suffer  us  not  to  deceive 
ourselveswith  the  form  of  godliness;  but  give 
us  true  faith  that  we  may  abide  in  Cl^ist^ 
and  bring  forth  much  fruit.  O  grant  us 
devout  hearts^  a  holy  conversation^  and  a 
heavenly  life. 

May  nothing  k^ep  us  this  day  from  our 
God.  Thy  Gospel  is  the  power  of  God  unto 
salvation.  May  it  prove  so  to  each  of  us. 
Let  thy  word  preached  be  received  by  us  in 
fkith :  enable  us  to  give  earnest  heed  to  the 
things  we  hear,  lest  we  should  let  them  slip. 
May  we  glory  in  the  preaching  of  Christ 
crucified. 

Convince  us  most  deeply  of  the  exceeding 
sinfulness  of  sin,  of  the  perfect  purity,  jus- 
tice, and  goodness  of  thy  law,  which  we  have 
broken ;  of  the  utter  insufficiency  of  our  own 
polluted  righteousness  to  justify  us  in  thy 
sight ;  and  of  our  constant  need  of  Christ  u\. 
all  his  offices.  O  let  none  of  us  neglect  so 
great  salvation. 

Blessed  Lord,  make  thyself  known  kithe 

assemblies  of  thy  people  tnis  day.  Assist  all 

thy  faithful  ministers ;  and,  that  they  may 

truly  plesLse  thee,  pour  upon  them  the  dew 

of  thy  blessing.    "While  me^  «t^  y^^^!>>a3^^ 

^Ar  glorious  gospel  maj  ui^  ^^l  ^^^is»\. 
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give  unto  them  abundant  success.  Let  thy 
word  have  free  course  and  be  glorified  in  the 
conviction  and  conversion  of  sinners,  and  in 
the  edification  and  comfort  "^of  thy  saints. 
Quicken  the  dead  in  sin,  awaken  the  careless, 
and  enliven  and  invigorate  the  hearts  and 
graces  of  thy  people. 

May  we  know  the  joyful  sound,  and  walk 
in  the  light  of  thy  countenance :  in  thy  name 
let  us  rejoice  all  the  day,  and  be  exalted  in 
thy  righteousness.  Make  us  strong  in  the 
grace  that  is  in  Christ  Jesus ;  strong  to  re- 
sist Satan,  sin,  and  unbelief;  strong  to  fight 
the  good  fight  of  faith,  to  run  with  patience 
the  race  that  is  set  before  us,  and  lay  hold 
on  eternal  life  as  thy  free  gift  through  the 
riches  of  thy  grace. 

O  hasten  that  glorious  period  when  the 
everlasting  Gospel  shall  be  proclaimed  in 
every  land;  when  the  year  of  the  redeemed 
shall  come ;  and  the  name  of  Jesus  be  praised 
from  the  rising  of  the  sun  to  the  going  down 
thereof. 

We  humbly  entreat  thee  also  to  grant 
these  blessings  to  all  who  are  near  and  dear 
to  us ;  and  that  we  may  all  worship  thee  in 
the  same  spirit  of  adoption,  through  our 
only  Mediator  and  Advocate,     kxjvsiv. 
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HYMN 


For  the  Lord* S"  Day  Evening. 

O  ye  that  pant  for  living  streams. 

And  pine  away  and  die ; 
Here  ye  may  quench  your  raging  thirst 

With  springs  that  never  dry. 

Rivers  of  love  and  mercy  here 

In  a  rich  ocean  join ; 
Salvation  in  abundance  flows 

In  streams  of  grace  divine. 

Dear  Lord,  the  treasures  of  thy  love 

Are  everlasting  mines, 
Deep  as  our  helpless  miseries  are, 

And  boundless  as  our  sins. 

The  happy  gates  of  gospel  grace 

Stand  open  night  and  day  : 
Lord,  we  are  come  to  seek  supplies, 

And  drive  our  wants  away. 

PRAYER 

For  the  Lord's- Day  Evening, 

O  Almighty  Lord  God,  great,  wonderful, 
and  holy.     Thou  art  exa\u9Lfe.x  ^w^^ll 
blessing  and  praise;  aTi^^e\.\i\«x:Jc>\ft^N.^T 
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self  to  behold  the  things  that  are  in  heaven 
and  in  earth.  Look  down  in  mercy  upon  us 
who  here  present  ourselves  before  tnee  on 
this  evening  of  thine  own  day. 

We  have  indeed  abundant  cause  of  humi- 
liation in  thy  sights  on  account  of  our  mani- 
fold iniquities.  We  have  been  favoured  this 
day  with  thy  word  and  ordinances^  with  the 
means  of  grace^  and  opportunities  of  draw- 
ing near  unto  thee.  Yet^  alas>  we  must  con- 
fess we  have  not  rendered  again  according 
to  thy  benefits.  Our  services  have  been 
defective  and  defiled.  Our  prayers  and 
praises  have  been  cold  and  wandering,  and 
too  often  disturbed  by  vain  thoudiits  and 
unprofitable  speculations.  Yet,  O  Lord, 
reject  us  not,  unworthy  as  we  are ;  but  ac- 
cept us  through  the  sacrifice  and  merits  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ;  and  for  his  sake 
grant  us,  we  beseech  thee,  all  those  gifts, 
and  graces,  and  blessings  which  we  severally 
need. 

Impress  more  deeply  upon  our  minds,  O 
Lord,  by  the  influence  of  thine  Holy  Spirit, 
thy  word  which  we  have  this  day  heara  and 
read.  May  we  continually  see  more  and 
more  our  need  of  that  salvation  which  the 
Son  of  God  hath  purchaBed  fot  \v^\  «»^ 
nore  earnestly  seek,  and  move  cu\At^  ^^- 
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pend  upon  Him^  as  made  of  God  unto  us 
wisdom,  and  righteousness,  and  sanctifica- 
tion,  and  redemption. 

Open  our  eyes  that  we  may  understand 
the  wondrous  things  of  thy  law.  Give  us 
that  enlarged  view  of  its  spiritual  nature 
and  requirements,  that  we  may  no  longrer 
seek  to  oe  Justified  by  our  own  inerits.  Yet 
may  we  delight  in  thy  law,  may  we  count  all 
thy  precepts  in  all  things  to  be  right,  and 
hate  every  false  and  evil  way.  O  let  us 
labor  after  an  increasing  conformity  to  thine 
holy  image,  and  be  habitually  pressing  to- 
wards the  prize  of  our  high  calbng. 

Bless  thy  holy  word  to  all  who  have  heard 
it  this  day.  O  do  thou,  who  alone  canst  give 
the  increase,  water  the  seed  sown  with  the 
abundant  influence  of  thy  Holy  Spirit.  May 
it  take  deep  root,  and  brmg  forth  much  fruit 
to  the  glory  of  thy  name,  the  credit  of  pur 
christian  profession,  and  the  everlasting  sal- 
vation of  our  souls. 

And  we  pray,  O  Lord,  that  the  benefits 
of  the  Christian  Sabbath  may  be  extended 
far  and  wide ;  that  souls  may  be  converted 
firom  idols  to  thee  the  living  God,  and  that 
the  reign  of  death  may  be  destroyed.  In 
our  own  land  may  we  ^ee  a  ^^'a.XKt  t^n^t- 
ence  of  thy  day ;  may  tt\ve  t^\^^^  ^^^v^^ 
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and  flourish  among  us,  and  every  one  that 
nameth  the  name  of  Christ  depart  from  ini- 
quity. May  many,  who  now  say  of  the  Sab- 
hath,  what  a  weariness  is  it,  be  brought  to 
call  it  their  delight,  the  holy  of  the  Lord, 
and  honourable. 

May  the  light  of  the  Gospel  arise  and 
shine  on  every  land,  which  hitherto  has  not 
been  cheered  by  its  glorious  life-giving 
beams.  May  the  heathen  know  thee ;  may 
thine  ancient  people  the  Jews  be  brought 
to  acknowledge  and  adore  the  true  Messiah, 
and  be  gathered  in  with  the  fulness  of  the 
Gentiles. 

May  all  who  preach  thy  word  be  found 
faithful  to  its  doctrines;  strengthen  them 
with  thy  mighty  power :  and  may  those  es- 
pecially who  are  gone  forth  to  distant  lands 
to  proclaim  thy  grace  to  every  guilty  fallen 
child  of  Adam  find  thee  a  very  present  help. 
And  now,  O  Lord,  we  commend  ourselves, 
and  all  our  absent  friends  and  relatives,  to 
thy  fatherly  protection  through  the  approach- 
ing night,  and  the  week  upon  which  we  have 
entered.  Be  with  us :  forgive  for  the  Re- 
deemer's sake  all  our  short  comings  and  mis- 
doings ;  especially  remember  not  a^inst  us 
the  sins  of  our  holy  things.  S«>3a!C\\S:^  m^\s^ 
thy  word,  and  make  us  meet  fox  \)ckaX>^^^^'^^ 
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Sabbath  above  which  shall  never  end.  There 
with  all  thy  chosen  people  may  we  utiite  in 
one  universal  song  of  praise^  ascribing  do- 
minion^ mighty  majesty^  and  power,  to  him 
that  sitteth  on  the  throne,  and  to  the  Lamb 
for  ever  and  ever.     Amen. 


MEDITATION 

FoT  Monday  Morning. 

•*  Whereby  are  given  unto  us  exceeding  great 
"  and  precious  promises." — 2  Peter,  i.  4. 

Worthy  indeed  of  all  acceptation,  of  our 
warmest  and  most  affectionate  gratitude,  of 
our  highest  confidence  and  joy !  For  they 
are  the  words  of  God,  the  greatest  and  the 
best  of  beings :  his  gracious  words ;  the  dic-f 
tates  of  his  infinite  and  uhdeserved  goodness 
and  love ;  words  that  speak  the  greatness  of 
his  mercy,  and  display  all  the  perfections  oi 
his  nature  in  the  most  amiable  light.  Their 
truth  is  ratified  by  the  blood  of  the  ever- 
lasting covenant,  rendering  all  the  divine 
promises  to  us  yea  and  amen ;  God  himseli 
bearing  witness  by  sigivs  axA  v^oT^et^.  T\vq^ 
^re  offered  to  us  witYv  ¥teelve«&^JcL^^^^^ 
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bounded :  bo  that  whosoever  will  may  come 
and  partake  of  them.  They  will  make  us 
truly  wise,  holy,  and  spiritually  minded: 
they  will  support  us  under  the  severest 
trials;  and  inspire  us  with  the  noblest  mag- 
nanimity and  elevation  of  soul:  and,  in  a 
word,  unite  us  to  God,*and  make  us  partakers 
of  his  likeness  and  glory. 

O,  my  God,  let  me  never  neglect  or  des- 
pise these  precious  promises ;  nor  let  me  ever 
hope  for  comfort  from  them  but  in  the  way  of 
real  holiness.  Let  me  never  more  despond 
in  any  of  my  trials  and  afflictions ;  never 
doubt  the  power,  the  love,  the  faithfulness 
of  that  God,  who  has  given  such  words  for 
my  consolation.  Here,  n^  soul,  leave  all 
thy  burdens  and  cares !  When  discouraged 
and  fainting,  here  be  thy  rest !  These  are 
the  everlasting  arms  that  strengthen  and 
uphold  all  that  fear  God;  that  conduct  them 
through  life,  deliver  them  in  death,  and  en- 
sure tneir  complete  and  eternal  salvation. 

HYMN 

For  Monday  Morning, 

Begin,  my  tongue,  some  heavenly  theme, 

And  speak  some  boundless  thin^  ; 
The  mighty  works,  or  m\^\iv«t  \!ia.ti!ite 
Of  our  eternal  King. 
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Tell  of  his  wondrous  faithfulness, 
And  sound  his  power  abroad ; 

Sing  the  sweet  promise  of  his  grace, 
And  the  performing  God. 

Proclaim  salvation  from  the  Lord 

For  wretched  dying  men  : 
His  hand  has  writ  the  sacred  word 

With  an  immortal  pen. 

Engrav'd  as  on  eternal  brass 
The  mighty  promise  shines ; 

Nor  can  the  powers  of  darkness  ra  se 
Those  everlasting  lines. 

His  every  word  of  grace  is  strong 
As  that  which  built  the  skies ; 

The  voice  that  rolls  the  stars  along 
Speaks  all  the  promises. 

PRAYER 

For  Monday  Morning, 

O  most  gracious  Lord  God,  the  eyes 

all  wait  upon  thee  :  thou  art  the  hope  of  £ 

the  ends  of  the  earth.     In  thee  we  live,  ar 

move,  and  have  our  being :  thou  givest  i 

life,  and  health,  and  all  things.     Still  the 

takest  care  of  us,  and  vj3L\.c^e^\.aN^x  ^i.^  ^n< 

in  the  hours  of  sleep,  vjVexi'w^  ^x^^-vx^s^^ 
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take  care  of  ourselves.  Thy  mercies  are 
daily  renewed;  thy  goodness  is  repeated 
every  morning:  yea  every  moment  dost 
thou  give  us  fresh  occasion  of  praise  and 
thanksgiving.  Blessed  be  thy  name  for 
the  peace,  rest,  and  safety  of  the  night  past. 

Enable  us  in  the  strength  of  thy  grace  to 
love  thee  truly,  to  serve  ttiee  faithfully,  and 
to  depend  on  thee  without  wavering.  In 
all  our  ways  may  we  acknowledge  thee;  and 
be  thou  graciously  pleased  to  establish  our 
goings  and  direct  our  path. 

We  desire  to  put  ourselves  under  thy 
gracious  conduct,  and  thy  fatherly  protec- 
tion this  day.  We  beg  the  heavenly  guid- 
ance, blessing,  and  assistance  of  thy  good 
Spirit  to  choose  our  inheritance  for  us,  and 
to  dispose  of  us  and  all  that  concerns  us  to 
the  glory  of  thy  great  name. 

O  Lord,  withdraw  not  thy  tender  mercies 
from  us,  neither  shut  up  thy  loving-kindness 
in  displeasure ;  but  ffrant  us  such  a  well- 
founded  assurance  of  thy  free  acceptance  of 
us,  and  of  thy  CTacious  intentions  towards  us 
in  the  Son  of  thy  love ;  that  our  hearts  may 
bless  thee,  and  all  that  is  within  us  may 
praise  thy  holy  name.  Ma^  vie  ^^dsv^^  x^s. 
be  enabled  to  say  from  omt  o^wxv  ^^^^Tve^^'^^i^ 
''thjr  wa^rs  are  ways  of  pVeasaw\A^«s.,OTsS^^ 
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thy  paths  are  peace ;"  in  keeping  of  them 
there  is  great  reward.  He  that  loveth  them 
loveth  life. 

O  Lord,  keep  us  this  day  from  sin ;  sub- 
due as  well  as  pardon  our  iniquities :  and 
may  we  exercise  ourselves  to  have  always  a 
conscience  void  of  offence,  both  towards  God 
and  towards  man. 

Whilst  we  are  upon  earth,  O  grant  us  a 
supply  of  all  things  needM  for  us  in  the 
house  of  our  pilgrimage.  Sanctify  to  us 
our  enjoyments  and  our  occupations,  our 
comforts  and  our  crosses;  every  condition 
we  are  in,  and  every  event  that  shall  befall 
us.  Enable  us  to  live  to  thy  honour  and 
glory ;  and  so  to  pass  through  things  tem- 
poral, that  finally  we  lose  not  the  things 
which  are  eternal.  If  thou  enlighten  us 
not  we  shall  run  into  error ;  if  thou  prevent 
not  we  shall  relapse  into  sin ;  if  thou  pre- 
serve us  not  we  shall  fall  into  dangers.  0 
let  thy  good  providence  be  our  detence  and 
security,  and  thy  Holy  Spirit  be  our  com- 
forter, euide,  ana  counsellor  in  all  our  ways: 
until,  through  the  merits  of  thy  Son,  and 

.    the  multitude  of  thy  ipercies,  thou  hast 
made  ua  meet  for  trve  ixdvetitance  of  thy 

saints  in  glory  eveiWV.m^.    Kxcl^tl. 
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HYMN 

For  Monday  Evening, 

>rd,  I  have  made  tHy  word  my  choice, 
Bliy  lasting  heritage : 

sre  shall  my  noblest  powers  rejoice, 

ly  warmest  thoughts  engage. 

read  the  histories  of  thy  love, 
iind  keep  thy  laws  in  sight ; 
^e  through  the  promises  I  rove, 
ith  ever  fresh  delight. 

a  broad  land  of  wealth  unknown, 
^here  springs  of  life  arise ; 
^8  of  immortal  bliss  are  sown, 
Vnd  hidden  glory  lies. 

e  best  relief  that  mourners  have ; 
[t  makes  our  sorrows  blest : 
ir  fairest  hope  beyond  the  grave, 
And  our  eternal  rest. 

PRAYER 

For  Monday  Evening* 

Eiou  glorious  Majesty  of  heaven  and 
we  would  with  all  humility  andrevet- 
lore  thee  as  above  ouT\i\g\ve^t\)assNiL^s^^ 
\£wtely  bejond  allo\it"pt«.\ae^.   xl>as3s^ 
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we  contemplate  thine  almighty  power,  thine 
infinite  lovmg-kindness,  and  thme  awful  holi- 
ness and  justice,  as  manifested  in  thy  won- 
derfiil  works  and  in  thy  holy  word,  we  are 
ashamed  that  we  do  not  fear,  and  reverence, 
and  love  thee  more.     O  God  of  all  grace, 

frant  unto  us,  we  beseech  thee,  thy  Holy 
pint  to  renew  thine  image  on  our  souls ; 
awaken  our  minds  to  a  more  lively  remem- 
brance of  thee  our  Creator,  our  Redeemer, 
our  compassionate  Father  in  Christ  Jesus. 
Though  we  have  sinned,  we  have  an  ad- 
»  vocate  with  thee,  Jesus  Christ  the  righteous ; 
and  he  is  the  propitiation  for  our  sms.  In 
his  name  we  are  encouraged  to  come  unto 
thee,  and  to  seek  the  blessings  he  has  pur- 
chased for  us  with  his  own  blood.  Glory  be 
to  thee,  O  Father,  that  it  hath  pleased  thee 
that  in  Him  should  all  fulness  dwell :  that 
the  guilty  may  be  justified ;  the  unholy  be 
cleansed ;  captive  sinners  redeemed  and  set 
free;  and  the  lost  and  perishing  restored  to 
the  richest  blessings  by  the  salvation  which 
is  in  Christ  Jesus. 

We  plead  thy  gracious  promise,  that  all 
things  whatever  we  ask  in  prayer  believ- 
ing* we  shdill  receive.     O  give  us  faith  to 
plead  with  thee  for  the  ?\Sfi\Tcvew\.  ^^  ^xs^fc 
own  words.    Teach  us  so  to  ^^\Xv^V.^^^sn».i 
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receive,  and  so  to  knock  at  the  door  of  thy 
mercy,  that  it  may  be  opened  to  us. 

We  pray  that  thou  wouldest  impart  to 
each  of  us  a  heart  truly  contrite  for  sin,  and 
an  humble  &ame  of  mind.  Grant  us  faith 
to  embrace  and  ever  hold  fast  thy  promises 
of  grace  and  glory.  May  we  be  endued 
with  a  spirit  of  adoption,  crying  unto  thee, 
Abba,  Father.  O  shed  thy  love  abroad  in 
our  hearts,  and  make  us  to  abound  in  all  the 
fruits  of  the  Spirit, — ^love,  joy,  peace,  long- 
suffering,  meeicness,  goodness,  temperance, 
righteousness,  and  truth.  Convince  us  daily 
that  this  world  is  not  our  rest,  that  the  earth 
and  all  that  is  therein  shall  be  burned  up ; 
and  seeing  these  things  are  so,  may  we  ex- 
ercise ourselves  in  all  holy  conversation  and 
godliness. 

Father  of  mercies,  we  desire  to  bless  thee 
for  all  the  favours  of  the  past  day;  and  en- 
treat thee  to  continue  to  us  thy  protection 
and  blessing  through  the  night.  Prepare 
us  for  the  duties  and  events  of  the  morrow. 
We  know  not  what  a  day  or  a  night  may 
bring  forth;  in  the  midst  of  life  we  are  in 
death.  Before  another  day  it  may  please 
thee  to  require  some  of  our  souls.  O  that 
wo  may  be  found  always  'readc5,\sa.N\sv'^*^^ 
Joins  of  our  minds  gitdeOi  wA  wxx  \axss^^ 
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HYMN 

For  Tuesday  Morning, 

Awake  and  sing  the  song 
Of  "  Moses  and  the  I^mb ;" 

Wake  ev'ry  heart,  and  evVy  tongue 
To  praise  the  Saviour's  name. 

Sing  of  his  dying  love. 

Sing  of  his  rising  power ; 
Sing  how  he  intercedes  above 

For  those  whose  sins  he  bore. 

Sing  till  we  feel  our  hearts 
Ascending  with  our  tongues  ; 

Sing  till  the  love  of  sin  departs, 
And  grace  inspires  our  songs. 

Soon  shall  we  hear  him  say, 
"  Ye  blessed  children  come ;" 

Soon  will  he  call  us  hence  away, 
And  take  his  wand'rers  home. 

There  shall  our  raptur'd  tongue 
His  endless  praise  proclaim  ; 

And  sweeter  voices  chant  the  song 
Of  "  Moses  and  the  Lamb." 

PRAYER 

For  Tuesday  Morning. 

O  Lord  God,  merciful  oiySl  ^t^dw\s»,Vi 
suffering,   and  abundaivl  m  ^oo^xv^^'s* 
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truth,  thou  keepest  mercy  for  thousands, 
pardonmg  iniquity,  transgression,  and  sin ; 
thou  dost  not  retain  thine  anger  for  ever, 
hecause  thou  delightest  in  mercy.  How 
excellent  is  thy  loving-kindness,  O  God! 
therefore  do  the  sons  of  men  put  their  trust 
under  the  shadow  of  thy  wings ;  and  there- 
fore do  we  desire  still  to  look  up  to  that 
bountiM  hand  of  thine  which  has  satisfied 
us  with  every  good  thing. 

O  Lord  our  God,  be  tnou  pleased  to  look 
down  mercifully  upon  us,  and  be  thou  gra- 
cious and  favourable  to  us.  Look  not  upon 
our  sins  which  are  more  than  we  can  number, 
and  greater  than  we  can  express;  but  behold 
us  in  mercy,  through  the  merits  and  media- 
tion of  thy  Son  our  Saviour,  who  did  no  sin, 
and  was  manifested  that  he  mi^ht  take  away 
our  sin.  O  that  we  may  receive  of  his  ful- 
ness grace  sufficient  for  us,  to  pardon  our 
sins  and  subdue  our  iniquities ;  to  justify  our 
persons  and  sanctify  our  souls,  and  to  com- 
plete upon  our  hearts  and  lives  that  truly 
renovating  change,  which  may  transform  us 
into  the  blessed  image  after  which  we  were 
created  anew  in  Christ  Jesus ;  and  make  us 
meet  to  be  partakers  of  the  inheritance  of 
the  saints  in  light. 
Teach  us,  O  Lord  oux  Go^,  \.o  w^^  'Cox^ 
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HYMN 

For  Tuesday  Morning, 

Awake  and  sing  the  song 
Of  "  Moses  and  the  Lamb ;" 

Wake  ev'ry  heart,  and  evVy  tongue 
To  praise  the  Saviour's  name. 

Sing  of  his  dying  love, 

Sing  of  his  rising  power ; 
Sing  how  he  intercedes  above 

For  those  whose  sins  he  bore. 

Sing  till  we  feel  our  hearts 
Ascending  with  our  tongues ; 

Sing  till  the  love  of  sin  departs, 
And  grace  inspires  our  songs. 

Soon  shall  we  hear  him  say, 
"  Ye  blessed  children  come ;" 

Soon  will  he  call  us  hence  away. 
And  take  his  wand'rers  home. 

There  shall  our  raptur'd  tongue 
His  endless  praise  proclaim  ; 

And  sweeter  voices  chant  the  song 
Of  "  Moses  and  the  Lamb." 

PRAYER 

For  Tuesday  Morning, 

O  Lord  God,  merciful  oiySl  ^t^cAw\s»,\^ 
suffering,   and  abundaivl  m  ^oo^xia^^ 
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truth,  thou  keepest  mercy  for  thousands, 
pardonmg  iniquity,  transgression,  and  sin ; 
thou  dost  not  retain  thine  anger  for  ever, 
because  thou  delightest  in  mercy.  How 
excellent  is  thy  loving-kindness,  O  God! 
therefore  do  the  sons  of  men  put  their  trust 
under  the  shadow  of  thy  wings ;  and  there- 
fore do  we  desire  still  to  look  up  to  that 
bountifiil  hand  of  thine  which  has  satisfied 
us  with  every  good  thinff. 

O  Lord  our  God,  be  tnou  pleased  to  look 
down  mercifully  upon  us,  and  be  thou  gra- 
cious and  favourable  to  us.  Look  not  upon 
our  sins  which  are  more  than  we  can  number, 
and  greater  than  we  can  express;  but  behold 
us  in  mercy,  through  the  merits  and  media- 
tion of  thy  Son  our  Saviour,  who  did  no  sin, 
and  was  manifested  that  he  mi^ht  take  away 
our  sin.  O  that  we  may  receive  of  his  ful- 
ness grace  sufficient  for  us,  to  pardon  our 
sins  and  subdue  our  iniquities ;  to  justify  our 
persons  and  sanctify  our  souls,  and  to  com- 
plete upon  our  hearts  and  lives  that  truly 
renovating  change,  which  may  transform  us 
into  the  blessed  image  after  which  we  were 
created  anew  in  Christ  Jesus ;  and  make  us 
meet  to  be  partakers  of  the  inheritance  of 
the  saints  in  light. 

Teach  us,  O  Lord  out  Grofli,  \.o  \xs»^  *Cox^ 
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world  without  abusing  it ;  and  to  enjoy  the 
things  of  it  without  losing  our  part  in  thy 
love,  which  is  better  than  life.-  Whatever 
we  have  of  the  world  may  we  have  it  with  thy 
love,  sanctified  to  us  by  thy  word  and  prayer. 
And  whatsoever  we  want  of  the  things 
of  this  life,  O  Lord  our  heavenly  Father, 
leave  us  not  deiStitute  of  those  things  that 
Accompany  salvation :  but  fill  our  souls  with 
such  graces  of  thy  Spirit,  as  may  enable  us 
to  adorn  the  doctrine  of  God  out  Saviour  in 
all  things ;  that  others  seeing  our  good  works, 
may  glorify  our  Father  who  is  in  heaven. 

And  now  that  thou  hast  renewed  our  lives 
and  thy  mercies  to  us  this  morning,  help  us, 
gracious  God,  to  rene^  our  desires  ana  en- 
deavours to  live  in  obedience  to  thy  holy 
will,  and  to  the  honour  of  thy  blessed  name. 
O  grant  that  we  may  think,  and  speak,  and 
will,  and  act  as  becometh  the  children  of  our 
heavenly  Father;  and  so  find  the  strong 
confiolation  of  thy  gracious  acceptance  of  us 
in  Christ  Jesus  our  Saviour ;  m  whom  we 
desire  to  be  found,  in  life,  in  death,  and  for 
ever.     Amen. 
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HYMN 

For  Tuesday  Evening, 

My  soul,  repeat  his  praise 
Whose  mercies  are  so  great ; 
Whose  anger  is  so  slow  to  rise^ 
So  ready  to  abate. 

God  will  not  always  chide ; 
And  when  his  rod  is  felt, 
His  strokes  are  fewer  than  our  crimes, 
And  lighter  than  our  guilt. 

High  as  the  heav'nsgie  rais'd 
Above  the  ground  we  tread. 
So  far  the  riches  of  his  grace 
Our  highest  thoughts  exceed. 

His  pow'r  subdues  our  sins  ; 
And  his  forgiving  love. 
Far  as  the  east  is  from  the  west, 
Doth  all  our  guilt  remove. 

The  pity  of  the  Lord 
To  those  that  fear  his  name. 
Is  such  as  tender  parents  feel ; 
He  knows  our  feeble  frame. 

He  knows  we  are  but  dust, 
Scatter'd  with  ev'ry  breath. 
His  anger,  like  a  rising  w'md. 
Can  send  us  swift  to  dea.l\v. 
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Our  days  are  like  the  grass, 
Or  as  the  morning  flower : 
If  one  sharp  blast  sweeps  o'er  the  field, 
It  withers  in  an  hour. 

But  thy  compassions.  Lord, 
To  endless  years  endure  ; 
And  children's  children  ever  find 
Thy  words  of  promise  sure. 

PRAYER 

For  Tuesday  Evenivg, 

Almighty  and  everlasting  God,  who  art 
always  more  ready  to  hear  than  we  are  to 
pray,  and  art  able  to  give  more  than  we  can 
either  ask  or  think ;  pour  down  upon  us  the 
abundance  of  thy  mercy ;  forgiving  us  those 
things  of  which  our  consciences  are  afraid, 
and  giving  us  those  good  things  which  we 
are  not  worthy  to  ask,  but  througn  the  merits 
and  mediation  of  Jesus  Christ,  thy  Son,  our 
Lord. 

Once  more,  O  Lord,  we  are  permitted  to 
present  ourselves  before  thee ;  let  thy  merci- 
ful ears  be  open  to  our  prayers :  and  that  we 
may  obtain  our  petitions,  make  us  to  ask 
only  such  things  as  shaJl  ^\^^^^  \!wi^.    NS^^ 
know  that  we  cannot  ^^a^  «LX\^^.,^sv>^.  ^'s.  Hiw^ 
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grace  influences  both  our  hearts  and  lips.  O 
give  us  a  hearty  desire  to  pray.  May  we 
now  seek  thy  grace,  as  a  condemned  criminal 
would  ask  for  mercy  of  his  judge :  and  do  , 
thou,  O  liord,  vouchsafe  that  mercy  to  our 
sinful  souls  for  thy  name's  sake. 

Our  days  and  years  pass  away  with  the 
greatest  speed ;  and  every  one  of  them  brings 
us  nearer  to  death  and  eternity.  O  may  we 
feel  a  lively  conviction  of  the  vanity  of  all 
worldly  pursuits ;  and  the  necessity,  as  well 
as  advantage  of  living  by  faith  on  the  Son 
of  God :  that  so,  whenever  death  shall  over- 
take us,  it  may  find  us  prepared  to  leave  the 
world  and  go  to  thee.  O  God,  who  hast 
prepared  for  them  that  love  thee  such  good 
things  as  pass  man's  understanding,  pour 
into  our  hearts  such  love  towards  thee,  that 
we,  lovinff  thee  above  all  things,  may  obtain 
thy  promises,  which  exceed  all  that  we  can 
desire.  Cause  us  to  lie  down  this  night  with 
our  aflfections  set  upon  things  above,  where 
Christ  sitteth  at  the  right  hand  of  God. 

O  Almighty  God,  who  alone  canst  order 
the  unruly  wills  and  affections  of  sinful  men, 
grant  unto  us  that  we  may  love  the  thing 
which  thou  commandest,  and  desire  that 
which  thou  dost  promise ;  t\i2L\.^o,^\cvssw^N!i^^ 
mndry  and  manifold  clianges  oi  \Xxa  x^^-^^-* 
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our  hearts  may  surely  there  be  fixed  wher< 
true  joys  are  to  be  found. 

SuflFer  us  not  to  be  deceived  by  lyinj 
vanities.  Suffer  us  not  to  deceive  ourselvei 
by  the  form  of  religion  without  its  power 
but  grant  us  thy  Spirit  to  think  and  d< 
always  such  things  as  are  right ;  that  we 
who  cannot  do  any  thing  that  is  good  with 
out  thee,  may  by  thee  be  enabled  to  liv< 
according  to  thy  will. 

Let  us  not  put  our  trust  in  any  thing  tha 
we  do ;  for,  alas,  all  our  doings  are  nothing 
worth !  but  may  our  dependence  be  in  hin 
who  bore  our  sins  and  carried  our  sorrows 
May  his  blessed  name  become  every  da; 
more  precious  to  us.  May  we  always  mos 
thankiuUy  receive  this  thine  inestimabL 
gift,  and  daily  endeavour  to  follow  thi 
blessed  steps  of  his  most  holy  life.  And  a 
lenffth  may  we,  through  his  merits  an< 
meaiation,  attain  those  blissful  region 
whither  he  has  gone  before  to  prepare  i 
place  for  his  people ;  that  where  he  is,  ther 
we  may  be  also,  to  be  with  him  and  behol 
his  glory.  In  him  may  we  be  found  ant 
accepted  in  life,  in  death,  and  for  evei 
Amen. 
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MEDITATION 

For  Wednesday  Morning, 

"  Blessed  is  the  people  that  know  the  joyful 
"  sound." — ^Psalm  Ixxxix.  15. 

The  joyful  sound  of  their  deliverer  and 
their  Saviour.  Such  was  thy  God,  O  Is- 
rael! and  such  is  thy  God,  O  believer! 
The  Gospel  is  indeed  a  joyful  sound:  a 
sound  of  victory  over  the  powers  of  dark- 
ness, and  of  liberty  from  the  slavery  of  sin ; 
a  sound  of  pardoning  mercy  for  rebellious 
mortals.  A  joyful  proclamation  that  God 
will  indeed  dwell  with  men,  and  that  they 
shall  have  fellowship  with  him  and  with  his 
Son  Jesus  Christ.     A  proclamation  of  the 

Sacious  and  sanctifying  influence  of  his 
oly  Spirit  to  renew  their  hearts  to  holiness, 
and  help  them  to  do  his  will ;  and  of  a  hea- 
venly crown  and  eternal  glory  to  him  that 
overcometh. 

Blessed  are  the  people  that  hear  this  joy- 
ful sound.  They  shall  walk,  O  Lord,  in  the 
light  of  thy  countenance ;  in  thy  name  shall 
they  rejoice  all  the  day.  They  shall  order 
their  steps  by  thy  word,  be  ^w\Aj5.4c\>r^ 
thine  e^e,  and  delight  lYveTCvseVxe^  vcv  "^"^ 
consolations.      They  shaft  go  \Xvto\x^  ^^'Ccvs 
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exercises  of  a  holy  life,  under  the  powerfiil 
influences  of  God's  loving-kindness.  Blessed 
is  the  believer  wjio  thus  derives  his  comfort 
from  God's  favour,  and  abides  in  his  love. 

HYMN 

For  Wednesday  Morning, 

Bless'd  are  the  souls  that  hear  and  know 

The  gospel's  joyful  sound ; 
Peace  shall  attend  the  path  they  go. 

And  light  their  steps  surround. 

Their  joy  shall  bear  their  spirits  up, 
Through  their  Redeemer's  name ; 

His  righteousness  exalts  their  hope. 
Nor  Satan  dares  condemn. 

The  Lord,  our  glory  and  defence. 

Strength  and  salvation  gives ; 
Israel,  thy  King  for  ever  reigns, 

Thy  God  for  ever  lives. 

PRAYER 

For  Wednesday  Morning. 

O  Lord  our  God,  thy  name  is  most  excel- 
lent in  all  the  earth ;  thou  hast  set  thy  glory 
above  the  heavens,  and  art  worthy  to  be 
celebrated  with  the  e\eTW\Axi%  Y^^'^^^'^  ^^ 
^nefi  and  angels;  for  t\io\x\vasX^x^^\.^\  "si^ 
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things,  and  ^for  thy  pleasure  they  are,  and 
were  created.  Thy  hands,  O  Lord,  have 
made  and  fashioned  us;  and  thou  hast 
breathed  into  our  nostrik  the  breath  of  life ; 
yea,  thou  upholdest  our  souls  in  life*.  As 
we  are  the  workmanship  of  thy  power,  O 
make  us  likewise  the  children  of  thy  ?race, 
created  ane^  in  Christ  Jesus  unto  nghte- 
ousiiess  and  true  holiness.  Give  us  some 
delightful  assurance  that  thou  hsLst  formed 
us  for  thyself,  by  causing  us  to  shew  forth 
thy  praise ;  and  by  enabling  us  to  live  to 
thy  glory,  as  we  are  hourly  sustained  by  thy 
bounty. 

But  we  must  confess,  O  Lord,  that  we 
have  not  yielded  thee  that  glory  which  thou 
hast  made  us  capable  of  rendering.  We  are 
prone  to  forget  thee,  who  art  never  unmind- 
ful of  us ;  and  to  disobey  thee,  whose  good- 
ness to  us  is  unwearied.  For  these  things, 
O  Lord;  for  the  sinfulness  of  our  nature 
and  of  our  lives,  we  desire  to  pour  out  our 
hearts,  and  to  humble  our  guilty  selves 
before  thee :  entreating  thee,  for  the  sake  of 
thy  dear  Son  and  of  my  mercies  in  him,  to 
work  in  us  true  repentance,  and  to  grant  us 
full  and  free  forgiveness, 

Stren^ben  us,  O  Lord,  \n\5a.  tda^\.  ^s^ 
thy  Spirit  m  the  inner  man;  OTkdLXSv^^  ^» 
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watchful  against  and  victorious  over  the  cor- 
ruptions of  our  hearts,  the  temptations  of 
Satan,  and  the  sinful  cares  and  allurements 
of  the  world.  Destroy  in  us  every  root  of 
bitterness,  eve^  plant  which  thy  grace  hath 
not  planted,  Exterminate  every  evil  habit 
and  rebellious  emotion  which  exalts  itself 
against  the  knowledge  of  God,  and  against 
the  obedience  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

Increase  and  confirm  in  us  morie  and  more 
thy  true  knowledge,  and  faith,  and  fear,  and 
love,  and  every  grace  of  thy  holy  Spirit. 
Let  not  one  be  wanting ;  let  not  one  be  weak. 
But  grant  us  such  manifestations  of  thyself; 
and  so  conform  us  to  the  image  of  thy  holi- 
ness, that  our  lives  may  be  comfortable  to 
ourselves,  profitable  to  others,  and  honour- 
able to  thee  our  God. 

And  whatever  may  befall  us  as  to  the 
concerns  of  this  life,  may  we  still  be  found 
in  the  path  of  duty,  fearing  God  and  work- 
ing righteousness ;  making  it  evident  to  all 
around  us,  that  we  have  been  with  Jesus ; 
that  we  have  learned  of  him  ;  that  we  are 
influenced  by  his  Spirit,  guided  by  his  ex- 
ample,  and    are   pressing  forward  to  his 
Jcingdom. 
Day  by  day  may  vie  Ti\«u^\l^  *tv^^,  Q 
Lord,   who  cro\mest  eve^^  ^«^  ^'^"^  "^^ 
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mercies.  We  bless  thee  fpr  the  rest,  pro- 
tection, and  perservation  of  the  last  night. 
O  cause  us  to  hear  thy  loving-kindness  this 
morning,  for  in  thee  ao  we  trust :  make  us 
to  know  the  way  wherein  we  should  go,  for 
we  lift  up  our  souls  unto  thee.  Cast  us  not 
away  fipom  thy  presence ;  take  not  thy  Holy 
Spirit  from  us ;  but  direct  our  hearts  into 
the  love  of  thy  holy  name,  and  our  feet  into 
the  way  of  thy  testimonies.  Whether  we 
eat  or  drink,  or  whatsoever  we  do,  may  we 
do  all  to  the  glory  of  God;  and  walk  as  see- 
ing him  who  is  invisible. 

Command  thy  angels  to  encamp  around 
us,  and  to  bear  us  in  their  hands ;  and  may 
their  God  and  ours  be  the  strength  of  our 
hearts,  the  guide  of  our  ways,  and  our  por- 
tion for  ever  and  ever ;  through  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord.     Amen. 


HYMN 

For  Wednesday  Evening. 

How  shall  the  young  secure  their  hearts, 
And  guard  their  lives  from  sin  ? 

Thy  word  the  choicest  rules  ircv^«j:U 
To  keep  the  conscience  Q\e«a* 
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When  that  pervades  th'  inquiring  mind, 
And  spreads  its  light  abroad ; 

The  meanest  souls  instruction  find. 
And  raise  their  thoughts  to  God. 

'Tis  like  the  sun,  a  heavenly  light. 

To  guide  us  all  the  day ; 
And  t&ough  the  dangers  of  the  night 

A  lamp  to  lead  our  way. 

The  men  that  keep  thy  law  with  care. 

And  meditate  thy  word, 
Gfrow  wiser  than  their  teachers  are. 

And  better  know  the  Lord. 

Thy  precepts  make  me  truly  wise ; 

I  hate  the  sinner's  road : 
I  hate  my  own  vain  thoughts  that  rise ; 

But  love  thy  law,  my  God, 

The  starry  heavens  thy  rule  obey, 
The  earth  maintains  her  place ; 

And  these  thy  servants  night  and  day 
Thy  skill  and  power  express. 

But  still  thy  law  and  gospel.  Lord, 

Have  lessons  more  divine  : 
Not  earth  stands  ftrmer  than  thy  word, 
Nor  stars  so  nob\y  ^\\\^. 
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Thy  word  is  everlasting  truth ; 
•    How  pure  is  every  page ! 
O  may  it  guide  our  earliest  youth, 
And  cheer  our  latest  age. 

PRAYER 

For  Wednesday  Evening, 

O  Almighty  God,  our  heavenly  Father, 
we  rejoice  that  under  all  our  sinfulness, 
weakness,  and  danger,  we  have  a  throne  df 
grace  to  go  to ;  ana  that  thou  invitest  us  to 
come  witn  holy  boldness,  that  we  may  obtain 
mercy,  and  find  grace  to  he}p  in  time  of 
need. 

We  would  not,  O  Lord,  abuse  thy  gprace, 
or  make  our  weakness  an  excuse  for  negli- 
gence and  sloth.  We  confess  thou  hast 
.  already  given  us  more  strength  than  we  have 
used ;  and  we  charge  it  upon  ourselves,  land 
not  on  thee,  that  we  have  not  received  more 
abundant  supplies.  O  may  we  for  the  future 
be  found  more  diligent  in  the  use  of  all  the 
appointed  means  of  grace. 

fee  mercifully  pleased  to  shed  abroad  thy 
sanctifying  influences  on  our  souls,  to  form 
us   for  every  duty  which  thou  requirest. 
Plant  every  Christian  grace  audi VvcVAxa  ^^^ 
in  our  hearts;  and  mamtam  wvaL^\xe«v'?^«« 
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them  amidst  all  assaults^  both  firom  within 
and  from  without. 

Help  us  to  remember  at  all  times,  that 
every  secret  of  our  souls  is  open  to  thee ; 
and  to  guard  against  the  first  rising  of  sin, 
and  the  first  approaches  of  temptation. 
And  that  Satan  may  not  find  room  for  his 
evil  suggestions,  we  pray,  O  Lord,  that  thou 
wouldest  graciously  fill  our  hearts  with  thy 
Spirit,  and  take  up  thine  abode  there. 
Dwell  in  us,  and  Walk  with  us,  and  let  our 
bodies  be  the  temples  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

May  we  be  so  joined  to  Christ  Jesus  our 
Lord  as  to  become  one  spirit  with  him. 
May  we  so  wait  upon  the  Lord  as  to  renew 
our  spiritual  strength,  to  run  without  wea- 
riness, and  to  walk  without  fainting ;  going 
on  from  one  degree  of  faith  and  love  to 
another,  till  we  appear  before  thee  our  God 
in  Zion. 

While  we  arc  here  we  are  surrounded 
with  dangers  and  difficulties.  Blessed  God, 
to  thine  almighty  power  we  flee.  Let  thy 
grace  be  sufficient  for  us,  and  thy  strength 
be  made  perfect  in  our  weakness.  We  dare 
not  say,  we  will  never  forsake  or  deny  thee ; 
but  we  hope  we  can  say,  we  would  not  do  so. 
O  put  thy  fear  and  love  Vtv  owx  V^'a.x\.^,  Xlfcal 
yye  may  not  depart  ftomt^vee-.  m^xQ^\.^^^. 
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those  corruptions  from  them  which  in  an 
hour  of  pressing  temptation  might  make  us 
fall. 

Strengthen  our  faith,  O  Lord ;  encourage 
our  hope ;  and  inspire  us  with  an  heroic  re- 
solution in  opposing  every  thing  that  ob- 
structs us  in  our  way  to  heaven.  Keep  us 
at  all  times  by  thy  mighty  power.  Where- 
ever  thou  leaaest,  there  let  us  follow;  and 
whatever  station  thou  appointest  for  us, 
there  let  us  labour.  In  the  midst  of  dangers 
and  discouragements  may  we  look  unto 
Jesus,  the  Captain  of  our  Salvation;  and  be 
made  at  last  more  than  conquerors  through 
him  that  loved  us.  Now  unto  him  that  is 
able  to  keep  us  from  falling ;  and  to  do  for 
us  more  than  we  can  ask  or  think ;  to  him 
be  glory  for  ever.     Amen. 


MEDITATION 

For  Thursday  Morning. 

"  Blessed  are  they  that  mourn :  for  they  shall 
«*  be  comforted." — Matt,  v,  4. 

Would  we  learn  who  are  truly  blessed^ 

we  must  look  int6  our  BWAes*,  ^q^TsvwsX's^ 

at  the  feet  of  Jesus.     T\ieie  ^^  ^^jS^^^^sjA. 
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that  the  fil*st  step  to  blessedness  lies  in  be- 
ing poor  in  spirit,  and  in  mourning  for  sin : 
and  that  the  next  step  to  that  felicity  is,  to 
be  daily  and  earnestly  supplicating  the 
throne  of  grace  for  an  mterest  in  the  love 
of  God  through  Christ.  There  we  shall 
learn  that  the  only  real  happinesd  consists 
in  the  enjoyment  of  pardon  of  sin ;  and  in- 
terest in  the  blessing  of  the  life  to  come ; 
purity  and  holiness  of  heart ;  the  supports 
of  divine  grace;  communion  with  God  in 
his  worship  in  this  world ;  and  the  perfec- 
tion of  houness,  glory,  and  joy,  which  the 
gospel  promises  in  the  next. 

Do  thou,  my  soul,  choose  this  better  part. 
Be  not  afraid  of  those  convictions  that  would 
lead  thee  to  mourn  for  sin.  Sin  should  be 
always  thy  affliction,  and  holiness  thy 
delight.  Thou  art  then  happy  indeed. 
The  consolation  of  Christ  as  thy  righteous- 
ness, strength,  and  salvation  is  thine.  Thou 
shalt  feel  its  reviving  and  rejoicing  power 
even  in  this  world;  and  possess  the  fulness 
of  joy  in  that  which  is  to  come.  He  himself 
has  said, ''  Blessed  are  they  that  mourn :  for 
they  shall  be  comforted."  O  that  I  could 
always  keep  this  gracious  promise  in  view ! 

/Particularly  in  the  seaaawsl^o^  ».^\OctfSft.,^\sK«i. 
most  need  such  consoVataoi^. 
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But  while  we  encourage  a  truly  spiritual 
ncem  for  sin,  let  us  not  indulge  a  me- 
icholy  ^loomi  The  bright  hopes  which 
e  gospel  gives  us  of  present  comfort  and 
erlasting  joy  should  inspire  us  with  cheer- 
1  gratituae  to  the  divine  goodness.  And 
len  we  can  rejoice  in  notning  else,  let  us 
joice  in  the  assurance  Christ  nas  ^ven  us, 
at  though  we  now  go  forth  weeping ;  yet 
taring  precious  seed  we  shall  doubtless 
me  agam  with  joy,  bringing  our  sheaves 
ith  us:  that  though  mourners  now,  we 
lall  be  comforted  in  his  due  time. 

HYMN 

For  Thursday  Morning, 

Blest  are  the  humble  souls  that  see 
Their  emptiness  and  poverty : 
Treasures  of  grace  to  them  are  given, 
And  crowns  of  joy  laid  up  in  heaven. 

Blest  are  the  men  of  broken  heart, 
Who  mourn  for  sin  with  inward  smart  : 
The  blood  of  Christ  divinely  flows, 
A  healing  balm  for  all  their  woes. 

Blest  are  the  meek,  who  stand  afar 
From  rage  and  passion,  i\o\s^  ww^  v<^\  \ 
God  will  secure  their  Kapp^  ^\.«X.^, 
And  plead  their  cause  agaVasX.  VXxa  ^^»^.» 
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Blest  are  the  souls  that  thirst  for  grace, 
Hunger  and  long  for  righteousness : 
They  shall  be  well  supplied,  and  fed 
With  living  streams  and  living  bread. 

Blest  are  the  men  whose  bowels  move, 
And  melt  with  sympathy  and  love : 
From  Christ  the  Lord  shall  they  obtain 
Like  sympathy  and  love  again. 

Blest  are  the  pure  whose  hearts  are  clean 
From  the  defiling  powers  of  sin  : 
With  endless  pleasure  they  shall  see 
A  God  of  spotless  purity. 

Blest  are  the  men  of  peaceful  life, 
Who  quench  the  coals  of  growing  strife  ; 
They  shall  be  called  the  heirs  of  bliss, 
The  sons  of  God,  the  God  of  peace. 

Blest  are  the  sufF'rers  who  partake 
Of  pain  and  shame  for  Jesu's  sake  : 
Their  souls  shall  triumph  in  the  Lord ; 
Glory  and  joy  are  their  reward. 

PRAYER 

For  Thursday  Morning. 

O  Lord  our  God,  we  desire  with  humility 

&nd  holy  fear  to  draw  neat  \.o  \!>Cka  ^qkAsXr^Js 

of  thy  throne,  to  give  t\xee  \Xv^  ^^^^  ^^ 
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unto  thy  name.  On  the  morning  of  this 
new  day  we  direct  our  prayer  unto  thee  and 
look  up.  Accept  our  united  thanksgivings 
and  praises  for  the  mercies  of  the  past  night. 
We  nave  been  refreshed  by  sleep,  and  per- 
mitted to  rise  in  health  ana  peace. 

May  it  be  our  sincere  desire  and  purpose 
of  heart  to  begin,  and  spend,  and  close  this 
day  with  thee.  Arm  our  minds  and  hearts 
against  all  the  temptations  to  which  we  may 
be  this  day  exposed,  and  with  every  tempta- 
tion do  thou  make  a  way  for  our  escape,  that 
we  may  be  able  to  endure. 

Thou  hast  formed  us  for  thyself,  that  we 
should  shew  forth  thy  praise.  But,  O  Lord, 
our  God,  we  acknowledge  with  shame  before 
thee,  that  we  have  not  brought  thee  that 
glory  for  which  we  were  made.  O  how 
greatly  have  we  dishonoured  thee,  our  God, 
in  the  whole  course  of  our  lives !  time  after 
time  forgetting  thee,  the  gracious  giver  of 
all  our  good  things.  Though  thou  hast 
never  been  unmindful  of  us,  nor  been  weary 
of  doing  us  good ;  yet  we  have  not  only  for- 
gotten thee,  but  we  have  disobeyed  thee, 
and  rebelled  against  thee.  We  have  set  up 
our  own  will  against  thy  wise  and  hob^  will*^ 
we  have  followed  the  devices  ooA.  ^e.'&Yt^'s*  ^^ 
9ur  own  hearts :  we  have  doiie\^\vaX.^^^^'^ 
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not  to  have  done^  and  left  undone  those 
things  which  we  ought  to  have  done ;  and 
there  is  no  health  in  U9.  For  these  things 
we  desire  to  pour  out  our  hearts,  and  to 
humble  our  sinful  selves  before  thee.  For 
the  sake  of  thy  dear  Son  have  mercy  upon 
us  miserable  sinners ;  and  for  the  sake  of 
that  mercy  of  thine  in  Christ  Jesus,  which 
has  moved  thee  to  spare  us  so  long,  and  to 
do  so  much  for  us,  we  beseech  thee  to  give 
us  repentance  and  pardon  for  all  that  is  past, 
wherein  we  have  offended  thee.  Pardon  our 
iniquity,  for  it  is  great,  and  give  us  grace  to 
serve  thee  faithfully  for  the  tim6  to  come. 

Assist  us  in  the  cheerful  and  zealous  dis- 
charge of  all  the  duties  incumbent  upon  us 
as  the  disciples  of  thy  Son.     While  we  pro- 
fess and  embrace  tne  doctrines  of  Christ, 
may  we  drink  deep  into  his  spirit :  may  the 
same  mind  be  in  us  which  was  also  in  Him. 
As  he  was  in  this  world,  may  we  also  aim 
to  be,  humble,   and  holy,   and  heavenly- 
minded,  keeping  ourselves  unspotted  from 
the  world.     May  we  have  grace  to  attend 
to  the  duties  of  the  several  relations  we 
sustain,  as  parents  and  children,  as  masters 
and  servants :  may  we  abide  with  God  in 
our  respective  cauings,  au^\>^feNxsA^"^\lh- 
Ai  in  ail  things. 
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Guide  us,  O  our  God,  through  all  the 
trials  and  difficulties  of  this  day.  O  that 
thou  wouldest  keep  us  from  sin,  that  it  may 
not  grieve  us;  ana  whatever  afflictions  may 
be  appointed  us  in  this  present  life,  may  we 
have  the  good  .hope  of  passing  through 
them  all  into  thy  heavenly  kingdom. 

O  thou  God  of  all  the  families  of  Israel, 
bless  this  family  with  all  spiritual  blessings ; 
make  every  individual  of  it  a  member  of 
Christ,  a  cnild  of  God,  and  an  inheritor  of 
the  kingdom  of  heaven.  Direct  all  our  ways 
to  please  thee :  and  vouchsafe  to  crown  all 
witn  thy  blessing.  Help  us  to  see  thy  power, 
to  own  thy  presence,  to  admire  thy  wisdom, 
and  to  love  thy  goodness  in  all  thy  creatures. 
And  by  all  the  comforts  of  this  life  draw  our 
hearts  still  nearer  to  thyself,  the  Creator 
and  giver  of  them  all.  And  let  our  medita- 
tions of  thee  be  sweet  as  well  as  frequent; 
that,  delighting  ourselves  in  the  Lord,  we 
may  have  the  desires  of  our  hearts.  And 
at  last  gather  us  all,  we  earnestly  beseech 
thee,  with  thy  saints  in  glory  everlasting. 
These  mercies  we  implore  in  the  name,  and 
through  the  mediation  of  thy  beloved  Son 
Jesus  Christy  our  only  Lord  and  Saviour. 
Amen, 
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HYMN 

F(yi'  Thursday  Evening, 

"  Where  are  the  mourners,"  saith  the  Lord, 
"  That  wait  and  tremble  at  my  word, 
That  walk  in  darkness  all  the  day  ? 
Come,  make  my  name  your  trust  and  stay. 

"  No  works  or  duties  of  your  own 
Can  for  the  smallest  sin  atone ; 
The  robes  that  nature  may  provide 
Will  not  your  least  pollutions  hide. 

"  The  softest  couch  that  nature  knows 
Can  give  the  conscience  no  repose : 
Look  to  my  righteousness  and  live  ; 
Comfort  and  peace  are  mine  to  give. 

"  Ye  sons  of  pride,  that  kindle  coals 
With  your  own  hands  to  warm  your  souls ; 
Walk  in  the  light  of  your  own  fire. 
Enjoy  the  sparks  that  ye  desire. 

"  This  is  your  portion  at  my  hands. 
Hell  waits  you  with  her  iron  bands : 
Ye  shall  lie  down  in  sorrow  there, 
In  death,  in  darkness,  and  despair." 

PRAYER 

For  Thursday  Evening, 

O  thou  most  glorious  Go^,\nfl5\\^Vvsvsi.  «. 
thousand  years  are  as  oivq  ^^^  \  ^^^  ^«V^ 
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dwcUest  in  the  light  to  which  no  mortal  can 
approach;  we  are  reminded  by  the  return 
of  night  how  short  our  time  is ;  and  how  soon 
we  must  finally  close  our  eyes  on  all  things 
here  below^  and  open  them  on  an  eternal 
world. 

O  sufiTer  us  not  to  neglect  the.  important 
work  of  life.  But  teach  us  so  to  meditate 
on  the  shortness,  uncertainty,  and  vanity  of 
things  temporal;  and  on  the  reality,  near- 
ness, and  importance  of  things  eternal ;  that 
we  may  indeed  live  as  strangers  and  pil- 
grims on  earth,  seeking  a  heavenly  inherit- 
ance with  our  warmest  affections,  and  the 
most  persevering  diligence.  May  the 
thoughts  of  death  and  judgment  be  so  fami- 
liar to  our  minds,  and  so  impressed  on  our 
hearts,  that  they  may  excite  us  to  greater  fer- 
vency in  prayer,  and  greater  earnestness  in 
all  the  means  of  grace :  that  we  may  renounce 
every  evil  way,  and  so  act  in  all  things  as  to 
be -prepared  for  a  dying  hour. 

O  give  us  such  a  knowledge  of  thy  holy 
law,  and  of  its  spiritual  and  reasoname  de- 
mands, that  we  may  be  deeply  sensible  of 
our  exceeding  sinfulness,  and  truly  humbled 
before  thee  in  unfeigned  repentance.  O  thou 
heart-searching-  God,  the  ams  ^jivSl  yck^^'A^'^- 
tjons  of  the  past  day,  and  of  ouTNiVtf?iSi.\vsi^'^^ 
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are  all  open  to  thy  view!  Our  vain  thoughts, 
our  idle  words,  and  wrong  tempers  :  Our 
selfish  desires  and  motives,  ana  manifold 
omissions  of  duty,  leave  us  speechless  and 
self-condemned  before  thee. 

Help  us,  we  earnestly  entreat  thee,  under 
a  sense  of  our  guilt  and  danger,  to  fly  to  the 
only  refuge  and  hope  set  before  us, — the 
atoning  blood  of  Jesus,  which  cleanseth  from 
all  sin.  May  we  receive  thy  Gospel  with  a 
lively  faith :  and  continually  come  unto  thee, 
as  the  fountain  of  life  and  blessedness.^  O 
give  us  that  well-grounded  confidence  in  thy 
pardoning  mercy,  and  that  love,  gratitude,, 
and  zeal,  which  may  excite  us  to  unreserved 
obedience ;  and  make  us  steadfast,  unmove* 
able,  always  abounding  in  the  work  of  the 
Lord. 

Be  graciously  pleased,  O  merciful  Father, 
to  prosper  by  tny  blessing  whatever  we  have 
attempted  this  day  in  accordance  with  thy 
will.  Sanctify  to  us  aU  thy  dispensations ; 
and  help  us  to  thank  thee  with  unfeigned 
hearts  for  the  mercies  and  comforts  with  wnich 
thou  hast  favoured  us. 

Bless,  O  Lord,  all  endeavours  to  spread! 
thy  Gospel,  and  to  promote  the  peace  ani 
happiness  of  mankind:  aivdLTe:mew^^\^\>&L, 
peculiar  reg^i^  tho^^  Nv\vo  ^.xe  \3j^Q>xrav^\^^^ 
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distant  and  inhospitable  regions  to  make 
known  thy  salvation  among  poor  benighted 
heathen. 

We  desire  to  commend  to  thy  gracious 
protection  ourselves,  and  all  connected  with 
us  by  the  ties  of  kindred  and  fellowship. 
Preserve  us  from  outward  calamities,  and 
defend  us  against  our  spiritual  enemies. 

May  we  be  prepared  to  meet  our  God, 
should  we  be  called  hence  this  night.  If 
spared  to  awake  in  peace,  and  rise  with  the 
returning  day,  may  we  devote  ourselves 
afresh  to  thy  service.  And  may  we  wait  all 
the  days  of  our  appointed  time  on  earth  in 
calm  submission,  careful  watchfulness,  and 
patient  continuance  in  welldoing.  Vouchsafe 
us,  O  heavenly  Father,  these  and  all  other 
mercies  for  the  sake  of  thy  beloved  Son,  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord.     Amen. 


MEDITATION 

For  Friday  Morning. 

THE  SOUL  DESIRING  GOD  AS  ITS  PORTION. 

"  Whom  have  I  in  heaven  but  thee  ?" — ^Psalm 
Ixxiii.  25. 

God  reigns  on  an  exalted  l\vTCsti<fe  ^iJciKs^^% 
and  the  highest  potentates  o?  \Xvalt  ^^c^ws^^ 
vorld  are  infinitely  moxe  mtexVox  V^  ^^^ 
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than  they  are  superior  to  the  meanest  insect 
on  earth.  He  is  there,  and  he  is  here ;  he 
surrounds  all  his  creatures  with  immensity, 
and  J)reserves  them  all  by  his  influence — In 
him  we  live,  and  move,  and  have  our  being; : 
on  him  the  angels  are  as  dependent  iis  the 
worms.  Behold  him,  O  my  soul,  with  Irever- 
ence  and  love !  for  he  is  transcendently  glo- 
rious. In  him  unsearchable  wisdom  and 
almighty  power  are  joined  with  unerring 
justice,  unspotted  holiness,  and  invariable 
truth.  But  remember  that  his  name  is  love ; 
that  this  blends  itself  with  all  his  perfections. 
The  beauty  of  them  all  is  softened  and  sweet- 
ened by  the  over-flowings  of  goodness  and 
mercy ;  those  rich  and  gentle  streams  which 
not  only  water  Paradise,  but  visit  the  regions 
of  guilt  and  darkness  here  on  eatth.  Why 
do  we  lift  up  our  souls  unto  vanity,  and  grow 
fond  of  the  empty  shadows  of  this  world  ?  It 
is  because  God  is  forgotten.  Alas !  whither 
have  we  wandered !  Into  what  a  wilderness ! 
I  look  round  on  all  created  beings  and  things, 
and  can  see  no  shelter  orrefresnment;  they 
are  like  broken  cisterns,  whose  waters  fail 
me  when  I  most  need  them.  What  then,  O 
Lord,  do  I  wait  foT*}  M.^  \v015e  is  in  thee; 
^r  thou  art  the  founlam  oi\\Nm%^^\.^\st-- 
^U-suficient  for  my  \ia^^me«».   1Vw^\ 
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had  not  on  earth  a  friend  or  helper :  yet  if 
in  this  desolation  I  could  look  up  to  thee, 
and  call  thee  my  Father  and  my  God,  I 
should  stiU  be  happy.  I  might  pity  the  most 
prosperous  on  earth  that  were  strangers  to 
thee  and  to  thy  love.  "  There  are  many  that 
say.  Who  will  shew  us  any  good  ?  "  O  that 
thy  Spirit  may  teach  them  true  wisdom! 
But  as  for  me,  I  will  say.  Lord,  lift  thou  up 
the  light  of  thy  countenance  upon  me. 
Whom  have  I  in  heaven  but  thee?  and 
there  is  none  upon  earth  that  I  desire  besides 
thee !  It  grieves  me  to  think  how  I  have 
injured  thee,  and  wronged  my  own  soul  in 
suffering  other  lords  to  nave  aominion  over 
me.  Tnou  requirest  that  we  should  give 
thee  our  hearts,  and  should  be  ready  to  leave 
aU  and  follow  thee.  Lord,  I  would  cheer- 
fully consent ;  and  hope  that,  through  grace, 
I  can  say,  "  None  of  these  things  move  me ; 
neither  should  I  count  life  dear  unto  me," 
if  I  may  but  gain  thee  for  my  portion. 
Amen. 

HYMN 

For  Friday  Morning, 
Sweet  is  the  memory  of  thy  grace, 

My  God,  my  heavenly  King  : 
Let  age  to  age  thy  rigKteousne^ 

In  sounds  of  srlorv  sintr. 
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God  reigns  on  high,  but  not  confines 

His  goodness  to  the  skies ; 
Through  the  whole  earth  his  bounty  shin 

And  every  want  supplies. 

With  longing  eyes  thy  creatures  wait 

On  thee  for  daily  food ; 
Thy  liberal  hand  provides  their  meat, 

And  fills  their  mouths  with  good. 

How  kind  are  thy  compassions,  Lord  ! 

How  slow  thine  anger  moves ! 
But  soon  he  sends  his  pardoning  word 

To  cheer  the  souls  he  loves. 

Creatures,  with  all  their  endless  race, 
Thy  power  and  praise  proclaim  ; 

But  saints  that  taste  thy  richer  grace 
Delight  to  bless  thy  name. 

PRAYER 

For  Friday  Morning. 

Almighty  God,  with  thankful  praise  a 
joy  we  meet  the  L*ght  of  another  momii 
How  pleasant  is  it  to  behold  the  sun  shini 
in  its  moming  brightness  after  the  darkn 
of  the  night!  O  heavenly  Father,  raise 
our  meditations  to  tliat  wrvsn^e^NwiX^a  V^^  ^ 
pleasure  which  the  lAeaaedi  «IX>oN<i  y^'^^^ 
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beholding  thy  face^  and  the  face  of  the  Lamb 
shining  far  brighter  than  the  sun  in  the  fir- 
mament. 

As  the  Sun  in  the  morning  dispels  all  the 
darkness  of  the  night,  so  may  the  light  of 
thy  word,  with  which  we  converse  from  time 
to  time,  dispel  the  darkness  and  ignorance 
of  our  minds.  And  as  in  the  returning 
spring  the  Sun  unbinds  the  earth  and  makes 
it  fruitful ;  so,  O  Lord,  do  thou  unbind  our 
hearts;  open  the  springs  of  love  to  thyself; 
and  revive  our  souls  with  the  influences  of 
the  Sun  of  righteousness. 

O  thou  Father  of  lights,  who  didst  com- 
mand the  light  to  shme  out  of  darkness, 
shine  into  our  dark  minds :  shine  upon  our 
hard  hearts:  and  kindle  there  heavenly 
light,  and  every  sacred  passion;  that  we 
may  walk  all  tne  day  in  the  light  of  thy 
countenance,  and  lie  down  at  night  in  thy 
favour.  By  daily  conversing  with  God,  may 
we  grow  in  all  holiness  of  mind,  till  we  are 
fitted  to  behold  thy  face  in  righteousness ; 
and  to  be  eternally  satisfied  when  we  awake 
in  thy  likeness. 

As  all  thy  works  are  every  day  praising 
thee,  we  would  unite  our  feeole  voices  with 
the  hosts  of  heaven,  and  \ke  \tfJ^^  y^^v- 
ants  of  the  earth,  in  giving  ^'^^'^  '^^  '^'^'^  '^ 
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Creator,  King,  and  Friend  of  the  Universe. 
Every  day  brings  with  it  the  return  of  mer- 
cies and  benefits  more  than  we  can  number. 
Help  us  frequently  to  recount  them ;  and 
implant  in  our  hearts  a  grateful  sense  of  all 
thme  unspeakable  love  and  goodness ;  es- 
pecially as  appearing  in  Christ  Jesus  our 

May  his  Gospel  every  where  succeed  in 
rooting  oUt  all  ungodliness  and  unrighteous- 
ness from  the  earth.  And  whatever  others 
do,  may  we,  by  thy  blessing  on  our  reading 
and  thmking  on  that  gospd,  be  determined 
on  the  side  of  holiness  against  all  sin :  that 
in  hope,  and  without  presumption,  we  may 
commit  ourselves,  our  dwelling  places,  our 
studies  and  labours  to  the  Divine  protec- 
tion. 

May  hobr  thoughts  mingle  with  all  the 
business  of  the  day.  Help  us  daily  to  walk 
with  God  in  a  course  of  noly  livmg ;  and 
never  sufiTer  us  to  give  way  to  vain  thoughts 
or  ungovemed  passions.  But  fiU  our  souls 
with  such  apprehensions  of  thy  infinite  great- 
ness and  majesty,  and  such  a  belief  of  thy 
universal  presence,  as  shall  make  us  delight 
to  please,  serve,  and  imitate  thee. 
t'oTgive,  O  merciM  GtoA.,  «Sl  o>«  ^'we.v. 
deadness,  lukerwarmive&s,  ^ixA  \v5Y^^t\s^  xa. 
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jexy  Christian  duty,  either  towards  thyself 
•  towards  man.  Deliver  us  from  such  dan- 
erous  dispositions,  and  from  every  other 
jmper  that  would  hiiider  the  acceptance  of 
ir  prayers.  May  they  be  the  prayers  of 
le  upright  which  are  thy  delight ;  and  be 
jcepted  in  thy  beloved  Son,  and  our  dear 
edeemer.     Amen. 

HYMN 

For  Friday  Evening. 

Be  still,  my  heart !  these  anxious  cares 
To  thee  are  burdens,  thorns  and  snares : 
They  cast  dishonour  on  the  Lord, 
And  contradict  his  gracious  word. 

Brought  safely  ty  his  hand  thus  far ; 
Why  wilt  thou  now  give  place  to  fear  ? 
How  canst  thou  want  if  he  provide  ? 
Or  lose  thy  way  with  suck  a  guide  ? 

When  first  before  his  mercy  seat 
Thou  didst  to  him  thy  all  commit ; 
He  gave  thee  warrant  from  that  hour 
To  trust  his  wisdom,  love,  and  power. 

Did  ever  trouble  yet  befall. 
And  he  refuse  to  hear  thy  call? 
And  has  he  not  his  promise  '^^^^^ 
That  thou  shalt  overcome  «A.  \asX.*^ 
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He,  who  has  help'd  me  hitherto, 
Will  help  me  all  my  journey  through ; 
And  give  me  daily  cause  to  raise 
New  Ebenezers  to  his  praise. 

Though  rough  and  thorny  be  the  road ; 
It  leads  thee  home  apace  to  God. 
Then  count  the  present  trials  small ; 
For  heaven  will  make  amends  for  all. 

PRAYER 

For  Friday  Evening. 

Most  glorious  and  gracious  God,  who 
dwellest  in  the  highest  heavens;  we  desire 
to  adore  with  the  most  lively  thankfulness 
thy  condescension  and  love  towards  the  chil- 
dren of  men.  Though  we  have  left  thee,  our 
heavenly  Father;  and  rebelled  against  thee 
after  thou  hadst  nourished  and  brought  us 
up  as  children ;  thou  dost  invite  us  again  to 
become  the  sons  and  daughters  of  the  Lord 


We  bless  thee  for  thy  gracious  declara- 
tion, that  to  as  many  as  receive  Christ  Jesus, 
to  them  thou  givest  power  to  become  the 
sons  of  God,  even  to  tnem  that  believe  on 
Ais  name.     O  let  us  not  Teeeive  thy  grace 
j'n  vain.     We  would  coxae  to  ^^^  ^*S»ss«- 
^^dging  that  we  are  unwoxXXvj  Xo  \i^  '5si^'^\ 
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thy  children.  But  at  the  same  time  relyiiiff 
on  thy  promised  mercy  and  grace,  we  would 
entreat  that  thou  wouldest  give  us  new 
hearts  and  create  right  spirits  within  us; 
that  thou  wouldest  adopt  us  into  thy  family, 
and  give  imto  us  the  spirit  of  adoption;  that 
we  maybe  followers  of  thee  as  dear  children, 
conformed  to  the  image  of  thy  beloved  Son, 
who  is  the  first-bom  among  many  brethren. 
Heavenly  Father,  let  thy  kingdom  of  grace 
come  in  our  hearts,  and  make  us  temples  of 
the  Holy  Ghost.  Let  no  iniquity  have  do- 
minion over  us.  Make  us  willinff  in  the  day 
of  thy  power.  Rule  in  us  by  the  power  of 
thy  truth :  and  may  the  truth  make  us  free, 
translating  us  out  of  the  kingdom  of  Satan 
into  the  kingdom  of  thy  dear  Son.  O  give 
to  each  of  us  grace  to  know  and  do  thy  will 
as  it  is  done  in  heaven.  May  we  be  filled 
with  the  knowledge  of  thy  will  in  all  wisdom 
and  spiritual  understanding :  and  make  us 
perfect  in  every  good  word  and  work.  Let 
the  time  past  of  our  lives  suffice  us  to  have 
wrought  the  will  of  the  flesh. 

Grant,  O  Lord,  we  beseech  thee,  that  the 
kingdom  of  thy  grace  may  come  more  and 
more  in  our  ovm  land.     Here  let  thy  word 
have  free  coixrse  and  be  gVoTAe^L.     ma:^  ^^^ 
who  agree  in  the  truth  ot  t\v^\voS.^  -^o^ft^^x:^^ 
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in  unity  and  godly  love,  truly  serving  thee 
in  rignteousness  and  holiness.  May  all 
orders  and  degrees  of  men  serve  thee  in  their 
several  callings,  to  the  discouragement  of 
wickedness  and  vice,  and  to  the  maintenance 
of  thy  true  relirion  and  virtue. 

And  grant,  O  heavenly  Father,  that  the 
kingdoms  of  this  tvorld  may  soon  become  the 
kingdoms  of  our  God  and  of  his  Christ. 
May  all  be  taught  of  God  and  know  thee 
from  the  least  to  the  greatest,  and  all  the 
kindreds  of  the  nations  worship  before  thee. 

And  when  thy  kingdom  of  Glory  shall  coipe, 
may  we  be  of  their  happy  number  who  look 
for  the  Saviour,  the  Lord  Jesus,  to  come  in 
the  clouds  of  heaven  with  power  and  great 
glory.  O  make  us  ready  for  it,  that  we  may 
lift  up  our  heads  with  joy ;  knowing  that  our 
complete  redemption  draweth  nigh.  Merci- 
fully hear  these  our  prayers,  and  grant  us 
every  needful  blessing  for  the  sake  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.     Amen. 
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MEDITATION 

For  Saturday  Morning, 

"  It  is  finished."— John  xix.  30. 

These  are  the  last  words  of  Jesus ;  and 
ay  not  every  penitent  believer  say,  they 
ntain  all  my  salvation.  Bedeeming  love 
ks  now  finished  its  glorious  plan,  and  the 
Lumph  of  the  cross  is  completed. 
While  angels  desire  to  look  into  these 
ings,  let  our  faith  dwell  upon  their  im- 
»rtant  meaning.  Then  all  the  prophecies 
id  promis^  relating  to  this  great  event 
3re  fulfiUe*.  All  the  types  and  figures 
the  Mosaic  dispensation  were  answered; 
id  the  dispensation  itself  was  at  an  end. 
hen  the  work  of  the  Kedeemer's  public 
inistry  was  accomplished:  and  his  obe- 
ence  completed.  The  true  and  proper 
onement  tot  sin  was  then  made ;  and  the 
iw  and  living  way  opened  for  the  penitent 
id  believing  sinner.  And  then  did  infinite 
isdom,  justice,  and  mercy  shine  forth  in 
fiir  brightest  glory.  The  awakened  siimer, 
hio  feels  himself  exposed  to  the  reproaches 
'  conscience,  the  threatenings  of  the  divine 
w,  and  the  dread  of  deal\i\  'vVofe.^^^ssss^.- 
f  every  way  undone  an^  Vo^«9S»,  ^»a?^ 
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here  see  an  all-sufficient  atonement^  and  a 
complete  righteousness.  Here  he  may  look 
with  solid,  rational,  and  delightful  nope; 
may  &el  his  conscience  purged  from  dead 
works ;  see  his  pardon  signed  and  sealed ; 
and  a  new  title  to  eternal  life  made  out  and 
finished.  Hence  he  receives  strength  against 
in-dwelling  corruption,  and  all  his  spiritual 
adversaries.  Hence  he  learns  to  hate  all 
sin,  to  love  and  practise  holiness,  to  delight 
in  God,  to  overcome  the  world,  and  to  seek 
a  better,  even  an  heavenly  country.  Here 
his  heart  feels  the  peace  of  Grod  that  passeth 
all  understanding :  here  he  bomns  tne  new 
and  divine  life,  serving  the^living  God, 
worshipping  him  in  spirit  and  in  truth,  and 
obeying  the  law.  of  righteousness  with  a 
cheerful  and  enlarged  heart.  Here  he 
learns  and  practises  patience  and  submission 
to  the  divine  will ;  and  waits  for  the  Lord 
Jesus  from  heaven  to  finish  his  glorious  plan 
of  redemption.  How  great  the  guilt  of 
trifling  with  a  Saviour  thus  presented  to 
our  notice  !  A  Saviour  whose  character 
and  righteousness  is  so  acceptable  to  God ! 
That  only  name  by  which  we  can  be  saved ! 
Lord,  give  me  grace  to  see  more  and  more 
of  my  unwortliiness,  \Ji'akX\  'ovk^  ^^T^\s!L\Xsa 
cross  of  Christ.   liDl\3ais>o^^l  ^^1^^"^^^^ 
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pe,  and  consolation.  Upon  this  enable 
3  daily  to  live  in  humble  and  obedient 
Lth ;  in  the  comfort  of  this  let  me  die ;  and 
en  I  am  sure  it  will  be  the  subject  of  my 
miration,  joy,  and  praise,  throughout  a 
ver-ending  eternity.     Amen. 


HYMN 

For  Saturday  Morning. 

Hark !  the  voice  of  love  and  mercy 
Sounds  aloud  from  Calvary  ; 

See !  it  rends  the  rocks  asunder. 
Shakes  the  earth,  and  veils  the  sky. 
"It  is  finished;" 

Hear  the  dying  Saviour  cry. 

"  It  is  finish'd."     O  what  pleasure 
Do  these  precious  words  afford ! 

Heavenly  blessings  without  measure 
Flow  to  us  from  Christ  the  Lord. 
"It  is  finish'd." 

Saints,  the  dying  words  record. 

Finish'd  is  the  great  salvation  ; 

Jesus  has  fulfilled  the  law ; 
Finish'd  all  that  God  had  promis'd ; 
Death  and  hell  no  more  shall  vn^I 
"ItisfinisVd." 
Sinners,  hence  your  comfotV  dx^w  • 
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Tune  your  harps  anew,  ye  seraphs ; 

Join  to  sing  the  glorious  theme ; 
All  on  earth  and  all  in  heaven, 

Join  to  praise  Emanuel's  name. 
Hallelujah! 
Glory  to  the  bleeding  Lamb ! 

PRAYER 

For  Saturday  Morning, 

O  God  of  all  grace,  blessed  be  thy  glo- 
rious name,  who  of  thy  abundant  mercy 
hast  provided  a  Saviour  for  lost  sinners. 
It  is  thy  own  command,  that  those  who 
believe  in  God  should  believe  also  in  him. 
'^This  is  life  eternal,  to  know  thee,  the 
only  true  God,  and  Jesus  Christ  whom 
thou  hast  sent."  In  all  we  do  we  feel  our 
need  of  this  Saviour.  There  is  no  healing 
for  our  souls,  but  by  his  grace ;  no  peace 
for  our  consciences,  but  in  his  reconciling 
us  to  God.  Without  this  all-sufficient  Re- 
deemer we  are  lost  for  ever. 

We  beseech  thee,  therefore,  O  Lord, 
whatever  else  we  want,  leave  us  not  desti- 
tute of  an  interest  in  this  Saviour,  whom 
thou  art  graciously  -pleased  to  hold  forth, 
even  to  the  most  dwSvvV  ^'^^  Mxe^^^^xJci:^. 
J^e  would  thaiiMuUj  ace.e^\.  Qi\s»\w^\.'!. 
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tion  to  the  weary  and  heavy  laden.  We 
would  come  to  be  delivered  from  this  burden 
of  sin :  we  would  take  of  the  water  of  life, 
which  is  offered  without  money  and  with- 
out price.  O  make  us  more  acquainted 
with  this  gracious  way  of  salvation ;  and 
may  we  submit  ourselves  to  the  righteous- 
ness of  God. 

Dear  Lord,  give  us  thy  Son  to  save  us, 
and  thy  Spirit  to  draw  us  to  him;  and 
enable  us  to  take  hold  of  him,  .and  believe 
in  him  to  the  saving  of  our  souls.  May  we 
never  distrust  his  power  or  his  love;  nor 
be  faithless,  but  believing  that  '^he  is  able 
to  save  unto  the  uttermost  all  that  come 
iinto  God  by  him."  To  him  would  we  bring 
our  guilty  souls  to  be  washed  in  his  bloodC 
and  sanctified  by  his  Spirit.  O  let  us 
have  *' peace  with  God,  through  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ."  May  '^  Christ  dwell  in  our 
hearts  by  faith ;"  and  may  "  the  life  we  now 
live  in  the  flesh,  be  by  the  faith  of  the  Son 
of  God,  who  loved  us  and  gave  himself  for 
us :"  and  ''  though  now  we  see  him  not,  yet 
believing  may  we  rejoice  with  joy  unspeak- 
able, and  full  of  fflory." 

O  Lord,  mercifully  fulfil  unto  us  thy  ^ta.- 
cious  promises  to    blot  out   VXvj  ^^^^^'e* 
transgressions^    not    to  suffct    «v\\  Vi  \ssyMe 
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dominion  over  them,  to  give  them  a  new 
heart  and  a  right  spirit;  to  teach  and 
quicken  them;  to  put  thy  Spirit  within 
them,  and  cause  them  to  walk  in  tny  statutes ; 
to  perform  the  good  work  in  them  until  the 
day  of  Christ;  to  put  thy  fear  in  their 
hearts,  that  they  may  not  depart  from  thee ; 
to  preserve  them  unto  thy  heavenly  king- 
dom, and  give  unto  them  eternal  life.  O 
exceeding  great  and  precious  promises! 
Let  us  lay  up  in  our  hearts  thy  kmd  words 
of  promise,  O  our  Father,  as  the  richest 
treasure ;  and  despise  all  the  pleasures  of 
this  world  in  comparison  of  Thyself,  thy  Son, 
thy  Spirit,  thy  love,  thy  grace  and  glory. 

But,  O  Lord,  are  any  before  thee  stran- 
gers to  the  inestimable  value  of  these  pre- 
cious promises,  alienated  from  the  life  of 
God,  and  going  astray  like  lost  sheep  ?  O 
bring  them  back  unto  thee,  the  Shepherd 
and  Bishop  of  their  souls.  Thy  cords  of 
love  can  draw  them,  or  thy  terrors  can 
drive  them  into  thv  fold.  Turn  them,  O 
Lord,  and  they  shall  be  turned.  We  would 
plead  at  the  footstool  of  thy  grace  for  all 
those  who  are  near  and  dear  to  us ;  may 
they  be  joined  with  us  in  the  bonds  of  thine 
everlasting  covenant, l\wcou^  J esvM^^\!im^ 
our  Lord.     Amen . 
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HYMN 

Fiyr  Saturday  Evening. 

Ye  that  pass  by,  behold  the  Man, 
The  man  of  grief  condemn'd  for  you : 

The  Lamb  of  God  for  sinners  slain. 
Weeping  to  Calvary  pursue. 

See  there,  his  temples  crown'd  with  thorns ; 

His  bleeding  hands  extended  wide ; 
His  streaming  feet  transfixed  and  torn ; 

The  fountain  gushing  from  his  side. 

The  earth  could  to  her  centre  quake, 
Convulsed  while  her  Deliv'rer  died ; 

O  may  our  inmost  nature  shake. 
And  bow  with  Jesus  crucified. 

The  rocks  could  feel  thy  powerful  death, 

And  tremble  and  asunder  part : 
O  rend  with  thy  expiring  breath 

The  harder  marble  of  our  heart. 

PRAYER 

For  Saturday  Evening. 

O  most  gracious  God,  enable  us  to  desire 
lee  as  our  chiefest  good;  aivd  \.o  Q5s«\fc\» 
?e  as  our  merciful  Fat^ex  m  \)a^  'S><3^  o's^ 
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thy  love.  In  his  great  name  and  prevailing 
mediation  alone  it  is,  that  we,  who  have 
multiplied  our  ofTences  against  thee,  are 
encouraged  still  to  present  our  persons  and 
our  prayers  before  thee.  We  dare  not 
appear  in  the  presence  of  thy  glorious 
majesty  in  our  own  names^  or  trusting  in  our 
own  righteousness.  Our  guilt  is  so  great, 
and  our  iniquities  so  grievous,  that  we  have 
just  cause  to  be  ashamed  to  come  before 
thy  throne,  and  to  tremble  for  fear  of  thy 
judgments. 

We  would  therefore  flee  for  refuge  to  the 
atoning  sacrifice  and  meritorious  righteous- 
ness of  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  whom  thou 
delightest  to  honour  in  sparing,  accepting, 
and  saving  contrite  and  returning  sinners. 
For  his  sake  we  beseech  thee  to  pardon  all 
the  transgressions  for  which  our  hearts  con- 
demn us,  and  those  of  which  thou,  that  art 
greater  than  our  hearts,  knowest  us  to  be 
guilty  ;  and  seal  to  us  a  full  pardon  through 
faith  in  his  most  precious  blood. 

May  we  no  longer  live  to  ourselves,  fol- 
lowing our  own  corrupt  wills,  and  fulfilling 
the  desires  of  the  flesh  and  of  the  mind. 
O  put  an  end  to  all  our  presumptuous  con- 
duct  towards  thy  Yiea^erX^  «SL-%^«av^  Isl^a.- 
jesty;   and  create  m  ^la  ^«^  ^"^^  ^^"w^., 
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penitent  and  contrite  hearts,  that  we  may 
tremble  at  thy  word  and  presence,  and 
hate  and  abandon  all  our  foolish  and  hurt- 
ful lusts. 

Command  thy  blessing  and  thy  saring 
grvLce  to  descend  and  rest  upon  our  souls. 
Cause  us  to  know  the  joyful  sound  of  thy 
gospel,  not  only  by  the  hearing  of  the  ear, 
but  by  heavenly  experience.  O  take  pos- 
session of  our  hearts^  and  by  the  power  of 
thy  Spirit  draw  Up  our  affections  to  thy 
blessed  self.  Grant  us  union  and  commu*- 
nion  with  thee.  O  vouchsafe  unto  us  such 
a  sight  and  sense  of  sin,  and  of  our  lost  estate 
by  nature,  as  may  render  Christ  and  his 
righteousness  inestimably  precious  to  us; 
and  give  us  such  evidences  of  our  justifica- 
tion through  him  as  may  enlarge  our  hearts 
with  joy,  fill  our  lips  with  praise,  and  in- 
fluence us  to  live  unto  him  tnat  died  for  us 
and  rose  again. 

We  beseech  thee,  O  Lord,  to  accept  our 
evening  tribute  of  praise  and  thanksgiving 
for  the  mercies  of  the  past  day ;  and  for 
thy  unwearied  goodness  which  has  followed 
us  throughout  the  week,  and  during  the 
whole  course  of  our  lives.  Graciously  con- 
tinue  to  abound  towards  us  in  Xonwv^-^s^ssj^- 
ness  and  tender  mercies,  foxgvvm?,  ^^^  "^^* 
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numerable  sins^  and  supplying  our  every 
want. 

Take  charge  of  us  this  night.  Hide  us 
in  thy  pavilion,  and  compass  us  about  with 
songs  of  deliverance.  If  sleepless  hours 
are  appointed  us,  may  our  hearts  be  occu- 
pied m  thy  statutes.  And  at  length  bring 
us  to  the  heavenly  city  where  there  is  no 
night,  but  the  glory  of  God  doth  lighten  it, 
and  the  Lamb  is  the  light  thereof. 

Prepare  us,  O  Lord,  for  thy  approaching 
sabbath ;  and  enable  us  to  improve  it  to 
thy  glory  and  our  own  benefit.  Suffer  us 
not  to  waste  its  sacred  hours :  but  may  we 
rise  to  pray  to  and  to  praise  thee.  May  we 
awake  witn  a  devout  sense  of  thy  great 
goodness.  And  as  our  blessed  Redeemer 
on  that  day  rose  from  the  dead,  so  may  we 
also  rise  in  holy  desires  to  the  place  of  his 
heavenly  abode,  and  join  with  tny  servants 
above  in  shewing  forth  the  glory  of  thy 
name.  Heavenly  Father,  tune  our  hearts 
to  sin^  thy  praise. 

And  now,  O  God  of  our  salvation.  Fa- 
ther, Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  one  eternal 
Jehovah,  to  thee  be  equal  and  everlasting 
glory  ascribed.     Amen. 
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MEDITATION 

For  the  Lord's-Day  Morning. 

WATER    OF   LIFE. 

**  Whosoever  drinketh  of  this  water  shall  thirst 
**  again :  but  whosoever  drinketh  of  the  water 
*'  that  I  shall  give  him  shall  never  thirst." — ^John 
iv.  13,  14. 

Condescending  and  compassionate  Be- 
deemer,  who  could  forget  his  own  hunger 
and  his  own  thirst,  that  he  might  lead 
guilty  sinners  to  the  water  of  life !  O  gra- 
cious gift  of  God  to  the  children  of  men  ! 
Lord,  evermore  give  us  this  living  water. 
O  pour  out  upon  us  the  influences  of  thy 
renewing  Spirit  to  take  away  our  thirst  for 
worldly  good.  Never  let  us  seek  for  water 
in  broken  cisterns  that  cannot  hold  it: 
again  and  a^ain  shall  we  thirst,  and  again 
and  again  snail  we  be  disappointed,  while 
we  go  thither  to  draw.  liOta,  ^\n^  \^&  ^5«^& 
living-  water;— this  well  oi  \veaNCv3oj  ^^^' 
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solation  and  joy,  that  will  never  fail;  which 
will  spring  up  amidst  the  thirsty  deserts, 
the  cares  ana  sorrows,  the  vanity  and  dis- 
appointment that  sin  has  introduced; — that 
blessed  fountain  which  divine  grace  has 
opened  to  cleanse,  purify,  enliven,  and  re- 
joice the  heart.  And,  oh !  let  our  hearts 
feel,  let  our  lives  shew  its  heavenly  influ- 
ence, its  renewing  eflRcacy,  till  we  grow 
nearer  and  nearer  to  Thee,  who  art  the 
fountain  of  life,  and  in  whose  presence  is 
fulness  of  joy.  There  alone  can  be  satisfied 
the  thirst  of  an  immortal  soul.  Blessed 
Jesus !  hast  thou  opened  this  spring  in  our 
hearts  ?  O  never  let  it  fail.  Let  it  spring 
up  in  our  souls  to  the  glory  and  praise  of 
Grod.  Let  it  be  in  us  a  well  of  water  spring- 
ing up  unto  everlasting  life;  cheering  and 
reftesning  us  till  we  reach  the  bliss  of  hea- 
ven, where  the  streams  of  Eden  will  flow 
again.  There  they  who  drink  of  them  shall 
forget  their  earthly  poverty,  and  remember 
the  miseries  of  the  world  no  more.  Some 
drops  from  this  celestial  spring  are  sufiicient 
to  make  us  for  a  time  forget  our  sorrows, 
even  while  we  are  in  the  midst  of  them. 
What  then  may  we  not  expect  from  those 

rivers  of  pleasure  'wlvV^^  «tt^  ^\.  >Jsx^  \\^ht 

hand^  O  Ijord,  for  evetmoTC'^ 
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HYMN 

For  the  LordCs-Day  Morning. 

Let  every  mortal  ear  attend, 

And  every  heart  rejoice  ; 
The  Trumpet  of  the  Gospel  sounds 

With  an  inviting  voice. 

Ho !  all  ye  hungry,  starving  souls, 

That  feed  upon  the  wind. 
And  vainly  strive  with  earthly  toys 

To  fill  an  empty  mind. 

Eternal  Wisdom  has  prepared 

A  soul-reviving  feast ; 
And  bids  your  longing  appetites 

The  rich  provision  taste. 

Ho  I  ye  that  pant  for  living  streams. 

And  pine  away  and  die ; 
Here  you  may  quench  your  raging  thirst, 

With  springs  that  never  dry. 

Rivers  of  love  and  mercy  here, 

In  a  rich  ocean  join  : 
Salvation  in  abundance  flows, 

Like  floods  of  milk  and  wine. 

Dear  Lord !  the  treasures  ctf  thy  love 

Are  everlasting  tnines. 
Deep  as  our  helpless  mia'nes  «te^ 
And  boundless  as  out  ama. 
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The  happy  gates  of  Gospel  Grace 
Stand  open  night  and  day ; 

Lord,  we  are  come  to  seek  supplies. 
And  drive  our  wants  away. 


PRAYER 

For  the  Lor(Ps'Day  Morning. 

O  Lord  our  God,  who  art  most  fflorious 
in  thyself,  and  most  gracious  in  thy  ever 
blessed  Son,  we  desire  more  especially  on 
this  thine  own  day  to  bless  and  praise  thy 
holy  name  for  all  spiritual  blessings  in 
Christ  Jesus;  for  all  the  means  of  grace 
afforded  us  here,  and  the  hope  of  glory 
hereafter. 

Mercifully  vouchsafe  to  meet  us  this  day 
with  thy  heavenly  grace  both  in  our  private 
and  public  attendance  on  thee.  O  grant 
us  the  assistance  of  thy  holy  Spirit,  and 
enable  us  to  engage  with  the  most  serious 
attention  and  fervent  affection  in  every  part 
of  thy  divine  service.  May  we  have  the 
liveliest  sense  of  thy  glorious  perfection 
when  we  praise  thee  ;  and  the  most  delight- 
fal  remembrance  of  thy  mercies  when  we 
^iv^  thee  thanks.  May  out  pra'ij€T%\i^  -^-t^- 
sented   before    thee   mt\i  \iX5Xi%e;^TV5^  ^^^ 
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;hirsting  after  the  influences  of  thy  grace. 
May  we  hear  thy  word  with  the  most  ardent 
lesire  to  know  and  be  conformed  to  thy 
vill.  O  let  us  sit  at  thy  feet  and  receive 
:hy  law,  even  the  instructions  of  life,  from 
:hy  lips.  May  we  receive  the  oracles  of 
Grod  in  the  power  and  demonstration  of  the 
Spirit. 

Let  thy  blessing  attend  thy  word  and 
)rdinances,  that  we  may  increase  in  know- 
edge  and  wisdom,  in  meekness  and  humi- 
ity,  in  faith  and  charity,  and  in  a  sincere 
md  universal  obedience  to  all  thy  com- 
mands. Let  the  law  of  the  spirit  of  Ufe, 
^hich  is  in  Christ  Jesus,  deliver  every  one 
3f  us  from  the  law  of  sin  and  death ;  give 
lis,  we  pray  thee,  repentance  unto  life 
aever  to  be  repented  oi:  and  let  the  good 
things  which  accompany  salvation  be  mul- 
tiplied unto  us  exceedingly,  through  the 
knowledge  of  our  incarnate  Lord. 

Subdue  every  corrupt  and  inordinate 
a,ffection ;  accomplish  in  our  souls  the  work 
3f  faith  with  power ;  sanctify  us  through- 
out ;  fulfil  in  us  all  the  good  pleasure  of 
thy  will ;  and  keep  us  by  tny  mighty  power 
unto  everlasting  salvation. 

And  as,  O  Lord,  thou  laasl  c.o\xv\xvk^^^^ 
s  to  make  prayer   and  sixip'^'Sic^^^Asysi  Ssst 
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others  as  well  as  for  ourselves,  we  beseech 
thee  to  extend  thy  grace  and  mercy  to  all 
mankind.  O  sena  tny  enlightening  grace 
to  those  that  are  in  darkness,  and  thy  con- 
verting grace  to  those  that  are  in  sin. 
Raise  up  and  send  forth  into  thy  harvest 
many  faithful,  able,  and  laborious  ministers; 
and  grant  an  abundant  increase  to  the  seed 
sown.  Let  all  Christians  walk  worthy  of 
their  high  calling  in  Christ  Jesus,  and  live 
up  to  the  laws  and  privileges  of  the  holy 
religion  they  profess.  Mercifully  relieve 
the  poor  and  afflicted;  sanctify  all  their 
sorrows  and  distresses ;  and  in  thy  own  due 
time  send  them  a  happy  deliverance  out  of 
all  their  troubles. 

Those  who  are  near  and  dear  to  us  are, 
O  Iford,  known  unto  thee,  with  all  their 
wants  and  desires  :  we  beseech  thee  to  re- 
lieve and  bless  them  according  to  their 
various  necessities.  May  we  all  be  united 
in  the  bonds  of  redeeming  love  to  Christ 
Jesus  our  Lord,  of  whom  the  whole  family 
in  heaven  and  earth  is  named.  May  we 
be  of  that  happy  number  of  whom  Jesus 
says,  "  My  brethren  are  these,  which  hear 
the  word  of  God,  and  do  it."  May  we  all 
know  thee  and  love  t\vBe,^\o\sv\Jftfe  ^x^^^est 
unto   the   least:    ma^  ^€i  ^^^^  ^^^*  ^^ 
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link  upon  thy  name ;  and  speak  often  of 
lee  one  to  another.  And  oh!  may  we 
1  be  thine  in  that  day  when  thou  shalt 
ake  up  thy  jewels;  when  thou  shalt  re- 
im  ana  discern  between  the  righteous  and 
le  wicked,  between  him  that  serveth  God, 
id  him  that  serveth  him  not.  And  at 
ngth  may  we  all  meet  around  thy  throne, 
id  unite  in  praising,  loving,  and  enjoyiuj 
ather.  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost  for  ever  an' 
rev.    Amen. 

HYMN 

For  the  Lord^s-Bay  Evening, 

Blest  Jesus,  source  of  grace  divine, 
What  souKrefreshing  streams  are  thine ! 
O  bring  these  healing  waters  nigh ; 
Or  we  must  faint,  and  fall,  tgid  die. 

No  traveller  through  desert  lands, 
'Midst  scorching  suns  and  burning  sands, 
More  eager  longs  for  cooling  rain. 
Or  pants  the  living  spring  to  gain. 

Our  longing  souls  aloud  would  sing, 
Spring  up,  celestial  fountain,  spring ;, 
To  a  redundant  river  flow, 
And  cheer  thia  thirsty  land  \i^\QW  • 
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May  these  blest  waters  near  my  side 
Through  all  the  desert  gently  glide ; 
Then  in  EmanueFs  land  above 
Spread  to  a  sea  of  joy  and  love. 


PRAYER 

Far  tJie  Lords-Bay  Evening. 

Eternal  God,  thou  art  the  author  and 

fiver  of  every  good  and  perfect  gift,  the 
'ather  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus 
Christ,  and  in  and  through  him,  the  God 
of  all  mercy,  grace,  and  consolation.  What 
grace  and  mercy  hast  thou  bestowed  on  us 
sinful  dust  and  ashes !  Who  and  what  are 
we,  that  the  Lord  of  Hosts  should  conde- 
scend to  draw  us  nigh  unto  himself!  that 
thou  shouldest  permit  us  to  find  a  place  in 
thy  house,  and  number  us  amongst  thy 
worshippers !  How  great  is  our  privilege 
in  being  allowed  to  hear  and  read  thy  worf, 
to  unite  with  thy  people  in  prayer  and 
praise,  and  in  having  the  unsearchable 
riches  of  Christ  opened  to  our  impoverished 
souls ! 
But,  O  Lord,  we  lament  that  we  have 
been  so  unworthy  o?  t\vN  ffoo^wes^  Xw^-ax^ 
^s;  so  vain  and  tliougbUe«.^>  «»  ^^^  ««^^ 
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lifeless,  so  wandering  and  distracted.  How 
little  of  thy  word  has  been  treasured  up  in 
our  hearts !  How  little  have  we  delighted 
in  the  truths  of  Christ ;  or  felt  the  power 
of  his  grace  and  love ;  or  perceivea  the 
evil  of  sin  and  the  beauty  of  holiness !  For- 

five,  we  beseech  thee,  the  iniquities  of  our 
oly  things ;  and  sprinkle  our  persons  and 
services  with  the  all-atoning  blood  of  Jesus. 
We  are  drawing  near  to  the  close  of  thy 
blessed  day ;  O  let  not  the  means  of  grace 
which  it  has  aiSbrded  us  be  altogether  lost. 
O  that  we  may  long  retain  its  holy  influ- 
ences. May  the  good  seed  of  thy  word  take 
root  in  our  nearts,  and  bring  forth  the  fruits 
of  righteousness  in  our  tempers,  lives,  and 
conversation.  O  give  us  more  love  to  thy- 
self^ and  to  Jesus  Christ  the  Son  of  thy 
love ;  and  more  love  to  our  fellow-creatures 
for  Jesu's  sake.  May  we  hate  sin  more 
than  ever ;  be  more  watchful  against  every 
temptation^of  Satan  and  the  world,  and 
more  resolute  in  mortifying  every  corruption 
of  our  hearts.  Let  thy  grace  be  sufficient 
for  us,  and  thy  strength  be  made  perfect  in 
our  weakness. 

Blessed  be  thy  name,  .0  Lord,  that  thou 
hast  not  utterly  forsakeu  tbm^  oww  Q>\dv 
naMcesti.    We  praise .  tiee  fw  axit^\>xe^^^^i^^ 
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of  soul  toirards  thee^  for  any  holy  exercises 
of  £uth  and  love,  of  submission  and  obe- 
dience^ of  repentance  and  self-dedication ;  i 
for  any  delignt  we  have  experienced  in  thy  i 
worship  and  service,  both  in  the  solemn  as- 
sembly and  in  devout  retirement.  O  carry 
on  in  us  thy  good  work,  till  at  length  it  be 
finished  in  heavenly  joy  and  praise  in  thy 
immediate  presence. 

Let  the  Saviour  become  increasingly  pre- 
cious to  us  all  for  that  great  love  wherewith 
he  loved  us,  and  the  inestimable  benefits 
he  has  by  his  blood-shedding  obtained  for 
us.  May  his  name  be  known,  and  his 
salvation  rejoiced  in  throughout  the  whole 
earth. 

May  all  who  are  dear  to  us  partake  of 
this  great  salvation.  O  thou  Shepherd  and 
Bishop  of  souls,  bring  back  to  thyself  Uiose 
who  are  still  as  sheep  going  astray.  Teach 
transgressors  thy  ways,  and  let  sinners  be 
converted  unto  thee.  , 

We  bless  thee,  O  Lord,  that  thy  taber- 
nacle is  still  amongst  us ;  and  that  there 
still  remains  the  keeping  of  a  sabbath  to 
the  people  of  God.    O  may  thy  day  be  more 
devoutly  hallowed,  and  \Xv^  %«iv^VaA.T^  in- 
creasinrfy  reverenced.   'ft«AV^^,^^V\ws^^ 
fceweci  thee,  tlie  fti\fiViaOTXc&^2«^l  ^»£>Km 
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promise,  that  "all  the  ends  of  the  world 
shall  remember  and  turn  unto  the  Lord, 
and  all  the  kindreds  of  the  nations  worship 
before  thee."  Hear,  O  Lord,  these  our 
applications  and  intercessions  for  the  sake 
)f  Jesus  Christ,  our  only  Mediator  and  Re- 
ieemer.     Amen. 


MEDITATION 

For  Monday  Morning. 

"  Whosoever  heareth  these  sayings  of  mine,  and 
'  doeth  them,  I  will  liken  him  unto  a  wige  man, 
*  which  built  his  house  upon  a  rock :  and  the 
'  rain  descended,  and  the  floods  came,  and  the 
'  winds  blew,  and  beat  upon  that  house :  and 
'  it  fell  not :  for  it  was  founded  upon  a  rock. 
'  And  every  one  that  heareth  these  sayings  of 
'  mine,  and  doeth  them  not,  shall  be  likened  unto 
'  a  foolish  man,  which  built  his  house  upon  the 
'  sand :  and  the  rain  descended,  and  the  floods 
'  came,  and  the  winds  blew,  and  beat  upon  that 
'  house :  and  it  fell :  and  great  was  the  fall  of 

it."— Matt.  vii.  24—27. 

We  have  every  one  of  us  a  ho\wfc\xi\s>a!^^% 
.nd  that  house  is  our  hope  fox  Ve^^N^w.  ^"^ 
reat  happiness  is  to  secuxe  «t  VVJ\&  ^»  \!x^ 
ppinesa  of  heaven ;  ttiat  N?\ieTv  o\xx  e^^^Xvv^ 
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house  of  this  tabernacle  is  dissolved^  we  may 
be  received  into  everlasting  habitations. 
There  is  a  rock  provided  for  us  to  build 
upon,  and  that  rock  is  Christ.  The  Church 
is  built  upon  this  rock;  and  so  is  every 
believer.  We  must  ground  our  hope  for 
heaven  upon  the  fuhiess  of  his  sacrifice  and 
merits  for  the  pardon  of  sin  and  eternal 
life,  on  the  power  of  his  Spirit  for  the  sanc- 
tification  of  our  nature,  and  on  the  preva- 
lency  of  his  intercession  for  our  acceptance 
at  a  throne  of  grace.  He  is  sufficient  for 
all  our  necessities ;  he  is  a  Saviour  to  the 
uttemjost.  He  is  strong  and  immoveable 
as  a  rock.  We  may  venture  our  all  upon 
him,  and  shall  never  be  ashamed  of  our 
hope.  Happy  souls  who,  by  hearing  and 
domg  the  sayings  of  Christ,  build  their 
hopes  upon  this  rock;  who,  having  sincerely 
received  him  as  their  Prince  and  Saviour, 
make  it  their  constant  care  to  conform  to  all 
the  rules  of  his  holy  religion ;  who  depend 
entirely  upon  him  K)r  assistance  from  God, 
and  acceptance  with  him ;  and  count  every 
thing  but  loss  that  they  may  win  Christ,  and 
be  found  in  him. 

To  build  upon  a  rock  requires  care  and 
pains.  They  are  t\ie  \N\&e  AaxjiA^ct^  ^^WIsly 
a  £rm  ibundation,  awd  \)e^m\ft'^>3SA^^ 


MONDAY   MORNING.  277 

that  they  may  be  able  to  finish.  Every 
thing  besides  Christ  is  sand.  Some  build 
their  hopes  upon  their  external  profession, 
the  privileges  they  enjoy,  and  the  services 
they  perform.  They  are  called  Christians, 
have  been  baptized,  go  to  the  sanctuary  of 
God,  hear  the  words  of  Christ,  never  omit 
their  prayers,  and  do  harm  to  no  one.  This 
is  the  lignt  of  their  own  fire,  in  which  they 
walk ;  on  which  with  much  assurance  they 
venture:  but  it  is  all  sand,  too  weak  to  bear 
8uch  a  fabric  as  a  hope  of  heaven.  There 
is  a  storm  coming  that  will  try  every  man*s 
work,  and  will  cfiscover  the  foundation  on 
which  it  rests;  the  rain,  and  floods,  and 
wind,  will  beat  vehemently  upon  the  house. 
The  trial  is  sometimes  in  this  world.  When 
tribulation  and  persecution  arise  because 
of  the  word,  then  it  is  seen  who  only  hear 
the  word,  and  who  both  hear  and  practise 
it.  Then,  when  we  have  occasion  to  use 
our  hopes,  it  will  be  tried  whether  they 
were  right  and  well  grounded  or  not. 
When  death  and  judgment  come,  then  the 
storm  comes;  and  it  will  undoubtedly  come, 
how  calm  soever  things  may  be  with  us  now. 
The  hopes  that  foolish  builders  ground 
upon  any  thing  but  Christ  wK^  ofcxX.'ix!^ 
fail  them  in  a  stormy  day .     T\v«^  "^w^  ^v^^ 
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them  no  true  comfort  in  trouble,  in  the  hour 
of  death,  and  the  day  of  judgment.  They 
will  be  no  fence  against  temptation  or 
apostasy  in  a  time  of  persecution.  Where- 
ever  is  the  hope  of  a  hypocrite,  hw  house 
shall  not  stana  when  God  taketh  away  his 
soul.  The  house  we  are  told  fell  in  the 
storm,  when  the  builder  had  most  need  of 
it,  and  expected  it  should  be  a  shelter  to 
him.  It  fell  when  it  was  too  late  to  build 
another.  When  a  wicked  man  dies,  his  ex- 
pectation perishes.  It  fell,  and  great  was 
the  fall  of  it;  great  was  the  disappointment, 
and  great  the  loss  and  shame. 

But  the  hopes  that  are  built  upon  Christ, 
the  Rock  of  Ages,  will  not  disappoint  the 
builder.  They  will  stand  when  the  storm 
comes ;  they  wiU  be  his  preservation  both 
from  desertion,  and  from  prevailing  disquiet. 
His  profession  will  not  wither,  his  comforts 
will  not  fail ;  they  will  be  his  strength  and 
song,  as  an  anchor  of  the  soul  sure  and 
steadfast.  And  when  he  comes  to  the  last 
encounter,  those  hopes  will  ward  off  the 
terrors  of  death  and  the  grave,  and  carry 
him  cheerfiiUy  through  the  dark  valley. 
They  will  be  approved  by  the  Judge,  will 

stand  the  test  of  tVvc  gte^A.  ^%.^,  wA\i^ 

crowned  with  endless  gVorj. 
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HYMN 

For  Monday  Morning. 

Let  worldly  builders  raise  their  house 

Upon  the  moving  sands : 
Firm  on  the  Rock  of  Ages  fix'd 

The  heavenly  building  stands. 

That  rock  is  Christ :  no  other  name 

Avails  before  the  throne ; 
His  bleeding  love  shall  still  remain 

Sufficient  and  alone. 

'Twas  grace  first  laid  the  living  stone. 

And  there  engrav*d  its  law  : 
Grace  shall  the  glorious  Top-stone  crown 

With  shouts  of  heavenly  joy. 

A  house  eternal  in  the  heavens 

Not  earth  or  hell  can  move : 
And  gmce^  free  graccy  alone  shall  crown 

The  purchase  of  his  love. 

Firm  as  the  everlasting  hills 

That  promise  shall  remain, 
"  Where  /  enjoy  my  Father's  love 

You  shall  enjoy  the  same.*' 

PRAYER 

For  Monday  Morning. 
O  Thou  that  searclie8tl\ve\ve?Lt\.wA.\xsK5^. 
reins  of  the  children  oi  meTv»\i^Ssst^'«i5w^'' 


280  FIFTH   WEEK. 

we  desire  to  bow  with  the  greatest  reverence 
and  humility,  beseeching  thee,  O  God,  to 
search  us  and  know  our  hearts,  to  try  us 
and  know  our  thoughts ;  to  see  if  there  be 
any  way  of  wickedness  in  us,  and  to  lead  us 
in  the  way  everlasting. 

We  acknowledge  with  shame  before  thee, 
that  we  are  compassed  about  with  infirmi- 
ties, and  subject  to  numberless  and  fatal 
errors  and  dangers.  O  Father  of  lights, 
send  out  thy  light  and  thy  truth  :  let  tnem 
lead  us,  let  them  bring  us  to  thy  holy  habi- 
tation. We  adore  thee,  that  thou  hast  con- 
descended to  shew  to  us  thy  wandering  and 
guilty  creatures  the  path  of  peace,  of  safety, 
and  of  life. 

We  bless  thee  that  thou  hast  laid  in 
Zion  for  a  foundation  a  stone,  a  tried  stone, 
a  precious  cornerstone;  assuring  us,  that  he 
who  believeth  in  him  shall  not  be  ashamed. 
Preserve  us  from  building  our  hopes  of  par- 
don, peace,  and  happiness  on  any  other  basis 
than  that  which  thou  hast  appointed.    May 
we  look  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  the  only 
foundation,  and  on  him  may  we  rest.     May 
we  deeply  feel,  that  if  we  seek  to  lay  any 
other  foundation,  out  Wildm^  will  prove  to 
be  only  a  refuge  of  \ieav  TvocoNctXi^wss.^^ 
storm,  DO  shelter  &omt\v«ite«^^^*'^-  \^\»^^« 
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the  guidance  of  thy  Holy  Spirit  may  we  re- 
pose on  the  Bock  of  Ages;  that  so  the  struc- 
ture of  our  hopes  and  expectations  may 
never  be  destroyed.  And  thus  coming  unto 
Jesus  Christ  the  living  stone^  disallowed 
indeed  of  men^  but  chosen  of  God  and  pre- 
cious, may  we  as  lively  stones  be  built  up  a 
spiritual  nouse  to  the  praise  of  the  glory  of 
thy  grace. 

O  give  us  such  a  knowledge  of  the  terrors 
of  the  Lord>  and  such  a  lively  conviction 
that  we  must  all  appear  before  the  judg- 
ment-seat of  Christ,  to  receive  according 
to  the  things  done  in  the  body,  that  we  may 
constantly  labour  to  be  accepted  of  him,  and 
to  make  our  calling  and  election  sure. 

Possess  us,  we  beseech  thee,  with  an  abiding 
and  influential  sense  of  the  future  and  eter- 
nal blessedness  of  thy  believing  people  ; 
and  give  us  a  well-grounded  hope,  that 
when  our  earthly  tabernacle  shall  be'  dis- 
solved we  shall  havo  a  building  of  God, 
a  house  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in 
the  heavens.  Vouchsafe  unto  us  the  earn- 
est of  the  Spirit ;  and  so  sanctify  and  spi- 
ritualize our  affections,  that  we  may  long 
for  mortality  to  be  swallowed  up  of  life,  to 
he  absent  from  the  body  aivA.  ^px^iSi^^DX^^^^^ 
the  Lord. 
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O  Lord,  look  down  upon  all  who  have 
never  heard  the  words  of  Jesus,  or  who  hear- 
ing do  them  not.  May  his  voice  be  heard 
in  every  land  and  in  every  house :  and  grant 
that  those  who  hear  may  not  refuse  him  that 
speaketh,  but  diligently  attend  to  the  things 
which  belong  unto  their  everlasting  peace, 
ere  they  shall  be  for  ever  hidden  from  their 
eyes. 

Especially  be  pleased  to  bless  all  our 
relations  and  friends ;  make  them  and  us 
wise  unto  salvation :  that  so,  after  having 
passed  through  this  present  vain  and  evfl 
world,  we  may  all  meet  together  around 
thy  throne  to  praise  and  love  thee  for  ever- 
more. We  earnestly  implore  thee,  O  Lord, 
to  accept  our  feeble  praises,  and  to  answer 
our  imperfect  petitions  not  according  to  our 
worthiness,  but  according  to  thy  power  and 
grace,  which  is  able  to  do  for  us  exceeding 
abundantly  above  all  we  can  ask  or  think, 
for  the  sake  of  Jesus. Christ  our  Saviour; 
to  whom  with  thee  O  Father  and  the  Holy 
Spirit  be  all  honour  and  glory  for  ever  and 
ever.     Amen. 
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HYMN 

For  Monday  Evening. 

Behold  the  sure  foundation  stone 

Which  God  in  Zion  lays, 
To  build  our  heavenly  hopes  upon, 

And  his  eternal  praise ! 

Chosen  of  God,  to  sinners  dear, 

And  saints  adore  the  name ; 
They  trust  their  whole  salvation  here : 

Nor  shall  they  suffer  shame. 

The  foolish  builder,  scribe,  and  priest 

Reject  it  with  disdain : 
Yet  on  this  rock  the  church  shall  rest ; 

And  envy  rage  in  vain. 

What  though  the  gates  of  hell  withstood, 

Yet  must  this  building  rise : 
'Tis  thine  own  work.  Almighty  God, 

And  wondrous  in  our  eyes. 

PRAYER 

For  Monday  Evening. 

Infinitely  great  and  gracious  God,  thou 
hast  promised  to  draw  nigh  unto  all  those 
who  call  upon  thy  name.     Help  us  by  the 
in^uence  of  thy  Holy  SpVnt  \ft  ^-^^^^-^^i^ 
thee  in  sincerity,  beUeving  tW\.\>wavi  ^^'«:^^- 
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est   the   heart,   and  requirest    those  who 
worship  thee  to  do  so  in  spirit  and  in  truth. 

Thou  art  of  purer  eyes  than  to  behold 
iniquity;  and  we,  O  Lord,  are  conscious 
that  even  our  best  services  are  defiled. 
Yet  we  venture  near  to  thy  mercy-seat ; 
for,  glory  be  to  thy  name^  thou  hast  found 
out  a  way  in  which  thou  canst  be  just  and 
yet  the  justifier  of  all  who  come  unto  thee 
through  thy  beloved  Son.  O  lead  us  in 
this  new  and  living  way;  help  us  to  plead 
the  merits,  and  trust  in  the  mercy  of  our 
great  Advocate.  We  thank  thee  that  the 
Saviour  ever  lives  to  make  intercession  for 
us.  May  we  love  him  who  hath  loved  us, 
and  given  himself  for  us;  may  his  blood 
speak  peace  to  our  souls.  And  though  we 
have  destroyed  ourselves,  yet  in  him  may 
our  help  be  found. 

May  we  admire  the  wonders  of  redeem- 
ing love ;  and  seeing  we  were  bought  with 
a  price,  may  we  ever  remember  whose  we 
are,  and  whom  we  ought  to  serve.  We 
know  that  we  are  bound  to  love  him  and 
live  to  him,  who  gave  himself  a  ransom  for 
us :  but  we  feel  by  sad  experience  the 
deceitfulness  of  out  ovfiv  hearts ;  and  there- 
-fore,  blessed  L*ord,  vfe  e.o\xv^  \»  N^^^,  "^^^ 
strong,  for  strength-    O  Axw«  m  ^\A  ^^a 
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will  run  after  thee ;  put  thy  fear  into  our 
hearts,  and  then  we  shall  not  depart  from 
thee. 

What  thou  art  in  thyself,  O  Lord,  ever 
be  to  us :  may  thy  wisdom  be  ours  to  counsel 
and  direct  us ;  thy  power  ours  to  protect 
and  support  us ;  thy  justice  ours  to  justify 
us ;  thy  holiness  ours  to  sanctify  us ;  thy 
goodness  ours  to  love  and  supply  us.  May 
we  depend  on  thy  truth  as  the  security  of 
all  thy  precious  promises ;  and  in  the  world 
to  come  may  we  find  a  joy  unspeakable  and 
full  of  glory. 

O  Lord,  graciously  bestow  upon  us  all 
the  blessings  which  we  need  for  life  and 
godliness ;  especially  give  us  hearts  deeply 
sensible  of  all  thy  goodness.  Let  us  lie 
dovm  and  rest  this  night  under  thy  guardian 
care  and  protection ;  grant  us  quiet  and  re- 
freshing sleep;  and  may  we  arise  in  the 
morning  with  fresh  vigour  for  the  duties  of 
life,  and  with  hearts  unreservedly  devoted 
tp  thy  service. 

Hear  us  while  we  supplicate  thy  favour 
to  rest  on  our  beloved  friends  and  relatives : 
may  we  all  be  found  in  covenant  relation 
with  thee.  May  thy  cause  prosper  in  the 
e»Tth^  and  thy  name  \>e  lavovnv  ^xsnss^'^  "s^ 
nations.     We  entreat  ih.ee  to  ^ox^n^  ^^^-^ 
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sins,  to  receive  our  prayers,  and  to  accept 
and  bless  us  for  the  sake  of  Jesus  Chnst 
our  Lord.     Amen. 


MEDITATION 

For  Tuesday  Morning, 

"  Behold  an  Israelite  indeed,  in  whom  is  no 
"  guile !"— John  i.  47. 

Such  may  our  character  be  in  the  sight 
of  God  and  man.  Let  us  be  able  to  appeal 
to  God  as  the  witness  of  our  integrity; 
"  Lord,  thou  knowest  all  things,  thou  know- 
est  that  I  love  thee."  The  royal  law  is, 
*'  Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with 
all  thy  heart  and  with  all  thy  might." 

Let  there  be  truth  in  all  we  ao ;  and  as 
much  as  in  us  lies  nothing  but  truth.  Let 
us  love  in  truth,  let  us  speak  the  truth  in 
love :  let  our  hearts  be  in  every  word ;  and 
in  every  step  of  our  lives  let  the  heart  do 
all.  Let  the  heart  pray,  let  the  heart  hear, 
let  the  heart  bestow,  and  lend,  and  forgive. 
Let  the  grace  of  God  in  our  hearts  do  all. 

Heart  and  tongue,  prayer  and  practice 
must  mutually  respoxia  oxks  to  the  other^ 
or  all  will  be  lost.  It  V^  ^^"^  ^^  «^^^\.\kRs& 
of  the  voice,  dot  t\ie  xauXtiX-^^^  c!l  ^^^Aa.^^ 


TUESDAT   MORNING.  287 

eloquent  expressions  that  pleases  Jehovah ; 
but  truth  in  the  inward  parts.  The  reason 
why  men  are  so  unsuccessful  in  religious 
duties  and  services  is,  because  they  are  not 
more  sincere  and  upright  in  them.  Were 
there  more  singleness  of  heart  in  duties,  we 
should  have  surer  and  sweeter  returns  from 
heaven.  The  more  sincere  we  are,  the  more 
will  prayer  be  the  life  and  support  of  our 
souls ;  the  more  shall  we  rejoice  m  God  and 
be  loved  of  him.  He  delights  in  those  who ' 
delight  in  his  service.  Ask  and  ye  shall 
receive,  that  your  joy  may  be  full. 

It  is  not  a  divided  heart  that  will  satisfy 
the  Maker  of  it.  Gracious  soijds  come  from 
prayer  with  hearts  more  disengaged  from 
sin,  more  set  against  it.  The  precious  com- 
munion they  have  with  God,  the  sweet 
breathings  of  God  into  their  hearts,  and 
the  secret  movings  of  the  Spirit  upon  their 
souls  in  prayer,  arm  them  more  against  sin. 
How  shall  I  do  this  great  wickedness  and 
sin  against  God  ?  I  cannot,  I  will  not  do 
any  thing  unworthy  of  him  who  hath  caused 
all  his  goodness  to  pass  before  me;  and 
hath  caued  me  to  glory,  honour,  and  im- 
mortality. 

The  true  Israelite  must  a\%o\v?k.N^  ^  ^^'^- 
science  void  of  offence  towaT^xaaxi>  ^«i  "^^^ 
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as  sincere  before  God.  It  must  be  tender 
of  every  evil;  not  only  of  the  greateit 
and  most  scandalous,  but  of  the  smalleet 
sins ;  not  only  of  open  sins,  such  as  como 
to  the  view  of  men,  but  of  the  most  ae^et 
sins ;  the  most  inward  and  spiritual  wicked- 
ness, such  as  needs  fear  no  reprover  but 
conscience.  The  true  Christian  must  bo 
tender  not  only  of  sins  of  commission,  but 
also  of  omissions  and  neglects;  not  only 
of  neglects,  but  negligences  in  duties — ^that 
deadness,  formality,  coldness,  hypocrisy, 
and  distractions,  which  arise  from  the  neg- 
ligent performance  of  our  duty  to  God  or 
man.  It  may  be  we  cannot  wholly  omit  a 
duty,  a  season  of  praying  or  hearing,  with- 
out our  hearts  presently  condemning  us; 
but  how  often  are  we  remiss  and  negligent 
in  the  performance,  and  yet  feel  not  the  re- 
proof? It  may  be  we  take  some  care  in  the 
matters  of  our  own  souls ;  but  what  are  we 
doing  for  our  families,  our  friends  and  ac- 
quaintance ?  It  may  be  we  dare  not  con- 
form to  evil  men,  nor  have  fellowship  with 
them  in  evil  ways ;  but  do  we  not  connive  at 
them  ?  We  do  not  render  evil  for  evil,  nor 
railing  for  railing ;  but  do  we  return  good 
for  evil  ?  Do  we  pity  aiv^  y^^i.^  ^w  wxt  ^ue- 
mie8,  persecutors,  a1lda\^Tka^xe\%,,^\^.^^3^^ 
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by  all  means  to  gain  their  hearts  ?  It  may- 
be we  dare  not  be  unrighteous  or  unjust  in 
our  dealings;  but  are  we  not  unmerciful, 
implacable^  contentious  ?  We  dare  not  lie, 
nor  swear ;  but  are  we  so  watchful  as  we 
should,  be  against  idle  and  vain  talkings, 
unedifying  and  unsavoury  discourse  ?  We 
cannot  suffer  any  root  of  malice  in  our 
hearts ;  but  are  there  not  many  sudden  and 
furious,  fits  of  anger  breaking  forth  with 
much  bitter  and  reproachful  language  ? 
Are  we  not  fretful  and  impatient,  without 
laying  it  much  to  heart  ?  Doth  conscience 
check  us  for  every  evil,  and  make  resistance 
against  it?  O  that  our  consciences  were 
universally  tender !  Our  pride  will  not  bear 
any  thing  that  reflects  upon  our  reputation ; 
our  covetousness  will  not  bear  any  thing  that 
is  a  hindrance  to  our  gains ;  our  passions 
scarcely  bear  the  least  cross  or  unpleasing 
word.  Oh,  if  conscience  were  in  every 
thing  as  tender,  what  Christians  should  we 
be !  Let  us  then  press  on  with  so  much 
earnestness  after  tnis  even  and  consistent 
walk,  that  it  may  be  seen  that,  though  we 
have  not  yet  attained,  we  are  following 
after ;  though  we  have  not  reached  to,  we 
»re  yet  reaching  towards  \t.  \jkX  ^^  ^^ 
S-entlej  Sexible  ,esisy  to  be  eutxe^V.e^^^^^^'^ 
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fill  to  offend,  so  ready  to  please  all  men  ii 

all  things  which  are  not  against  cciasGience 

its  peace  and  purity;  that  we  may  con 

vince  them,  that,  in  those  thingp  wherein  w 

are  fixed,  and  do  not  yields  it  is  becanfl 

we  cannot,  not  because  we  vntt  not.    An 

may  this  at  last  be  our  rejoicine,  the  fes^ 

mony  of  our  conscience,  tliatwitn  simplidt 

;■  and  godly  sincerity,  not  with  fleshly  wisdfiB 

1  but  by  the  grace  of  God,  we  hare  had  01 

V  conversation  in  the  world.     Amen. 


HYMN 

For  Tuesday  Morning, 

Awake,  my  soul !  the  sun  has  risen ; 
With  tlie  new  day  prepare  for  heaven : 
Put  off  thy  sins  in  thought  and  deed. 
And  shine  an  Israelite  indeed. 

Let  all  thy  ccmverse  be  sincere. 
Thy  conscience  as  the  noon-day  clear : 
Thmk  how  th'  all-seeing  God  thy  ways 
And  all  thy  secret  thoughts  surveys. 

Redeem  thy  mispent  moments  past. 
And  live  this  d«i^  ^^  Vi  \Jk^  ^s«l  •, 
Thy  talents  U>  inrgita^fe  \a^^  ^sbx^\ 
For  the  great  d«^  \\v^^^  ^T«^«!t^* 
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Great  God,  ccmtrol,  suggest,  this  day. 
All  I  design^  or  do,  or  say  ; 
That  all  my  powers,  with  all  their  might,    , 
To  seek  thy  glory  may  unite. 

Wake  and  lift  up  thyself,  my  heart. 
With  angel  hosts  to  bear  thy  part ; 
Who  day  and  night  unwearied  sing. 
Glory  to  the  eternal  King. 

Praise  God  from  whom  all  blessings  flow ; 
Praise  him  all  creatures  here  below ; 
Praise  him  above,  ye  heavenly  host ;  * 
Praise  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost. 


PRAYER 

For  Tuesday  Morning. 

Almighty  and  most  merciful  Father, 
dose  ears  are  ever  open  to  the  souk  that 
ek  thee  in  sincerity  and  truth,  dispose 
i  ever  to  direct  our  prayer  unto  thee  and 
ok  up.  May  we  daily  wait  at  thy 
otstool  for  thy  blessing;  for  thou  art  a 
od  full  of  compassion,  and  gracious,  long- 
ffering,  and  plenteous  in  goodness  and 
uth. 

In  thee  we  live,  and  move,  ^x!A\Na.N^  ^^^sx^ 
ing;  it  is  thou  alone  w\vo  \tfAaL<i^\-  ^^^^ 

A3^ 
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souls  in  life.  It  is  thou,  our  heavenly 
Father,  who  hast  protected  us  during  the 
past  night,  and  hast  brought  us  to  meet 
together  in  health  and  peace  this  morning, 
the  living  monuments  of  thy  sparing  mercy 
and  providential  care. 

But  thou  hast  done  for  us  greater  things 
than  these,  which  call  for  our  gratitude 
and  love.  Thou  hast  sent  thy  only  Son 
into  the  world  to  redeem  us  from  sin  and 
everlasting  death.  Bless  the  Lord,  O  our 
souls*:  and  all  that  is  within  us  bless  his 
holy  name!  We  would  bless  thee  at  all 
times;  thy  praise  shall  continually  be  in 
our  mouths ;  we  will  magnify  thee  with  the 
voice  of  thanksgiving,  and  exalt  thy  name 
together. 

But  thou  requirest   us   to  glorify   thee 
not  only  with  our  lips,  but  in  our  lives. 
Dispose  us  this  day  to  serve  thee  faithfully, 
in  simplicity  and  godly  sincerity.     Grant 
that  every   morning  may  find  our  hearts 
more  enlarged  to  run  the  way  of  thy  com- 
mandments.    Make  it  the  earnest  desire 
of  our  souls,  and  the  great  business  of  our 
lives,  to  work  out  our  salvation  with  fear 
and  trembling.    And  do  thou,  O  almighty 
God,  continually  wotk  *\tl  \x»  \iKi\Jcv  \.^^\\L 
^nd  to  do  of  thy  good  ip\e^sv>x^- 
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Let  our  conversation  be  daily  in  heaven, 
and  our  whole  behaviour  such  as  becometh 
holiness.  May  we  be  jealous  over  our  hearts, 
and  ever  keep  them  with  all  diligence, 
remembering  that  out  of  them  are  the  issues 
of  life.  Enable  us,  O  God,  to  set  a  watch 
before  our  mouths,  and  to  keep  the  door 
of  our  lips;  may  jio.  communication  pro- 
ceed out  of  them,  but  that  whiqh  is  ^ood 
for  the  use  of  edifying,  that  it  may  minister 
g^ace  unto  the  hearers. 

Save  us  from  that  fear  of  man  which 
bringeth  a  snare :  while  we  are  willing  to 
become  all  things  to  all  men  for  their 
spiritual  good,  keep  us  from  making  ship- 
wreck of  faith  and  a  good  conscience.  And 
g^aut,  O  Lord,  that  we  may  shew  ourselves 
partakers  of  thy  grace,  by  holding  the  be- 
ginning of  our  confidence  firm  unto  the  end. 
We  look  up  unto  thee,  thou  compassionate 
High  Priest,  who  alone  art  able  to  keep  us 
from  falling,  and  who  art  touched  with  the 
feeling  of  our  infirmities,  beseeching  thee 
to  carry  on  in  our  souls  from  day  to  day  the 
work  of  faith  with  power. 

Fill  us  with  the  knowledge  of  thy  will  in 
all  wisdom   and    spiritual    understanding. 
Strenffthen  us  with  all  in\g\v\.  ^.c,c.crt^Ixs\?^\» 
thjr  glorious    power,    thaX  \Je    tkv^cj  ^aiS^ 
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worthy  of  thee  unto  all  pleasing;  being 
fruitml  in  every  good  work>  and  increasing 
in  the  knowledge  of  God. 

ThuB>  heavenly  Father^  help  us  to  glo- 
rify thee  this  day  in  our  booies  and  our 
spirits  which  are  thine  :  put  thy  fear  within 
us^  that  we  may  not  depart  from  thee : 
make  us  to  go  in  the  path  of  thy  command- 
ments^ for  therein  is  our  desire.  Give  us 
understanding,  that  we  may  keep  thy  law; 
yea,  that  we  may  keep  it  with  our  whole 
neart. 

Give  us  wisdom  and  ^ace  to  honour 
thee  by  uprightness  and  fidelity  in  all  our 
ways.  Preserve  us  firom  all  unchristian 
tempers  and  pursuits :  may  we  exercise  our- 
selves to  have  always  a  conscience  void  of 
offence,  both  towards  thee  and  towards  men, 
and  adorn  the  doctrine  of  God  our  Saviour 
in  all  things.  May  we  be  approved  in  thy 
sight  as  Israelites  indeed,  m  whom  is  no 
guile;  and  be  numbered  among  the  true 
followers  of  the  Lamb  of  God,  who  did  no 
sin,  neither  was  guile  found  in  his  mouth. 
Amen. 
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HYMN 

For  Tuesday  Evening. 

Lord,  plant  a  principle  within 

Of  jealous,  godly  fear; 
A  sensibility  of  sin, 

And  grief  to  find  it  near. 

Give  us  the  first  approach  to  feel 

Of  pride  and  vain  desire ; 
To  watch  the  wand'rings  of  the  ¥rill, 

And  quench  the  kindling  fire. 

The  filial  awe,  the  feeling  heart, 

The  deep  compunction  give ; 
That  we  from  thee  no  more  may  part. 

No  more  thy  Spirit  grieve. 

Quick  as  the  apple  of  an  eye, 

O  God,  our  conscience  make ; 
Awake  its  fears  when  sin  is  nigh. 

And  keep  them  still  awake. 

O  may  the  least  omission  pain 

Our  well-instructed  soul ; 
And  drive  us  to  that  grace  again. 

Which  makes  the  wounded  whole. 

PRAYER 

For  Tuesday  Evening, 
Great  and  fi-lorious,  graXnovjL'^  ^\A  \s5i««»L- 
God  and  f'ather  in  CYvt\s\,>\o^  $tfs^rcw 
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from  heaven,  the  habitation  of  thy  holi- 
ness ;  and  take  notice  of  us  thy  weak  and 
sinful  creatures  worshipping  this  evening 
at  thy  footstool.  Thou  madest  the  heavens 
and  the  earthy  and  sustainest  all  the  works 
of  thy  hand. 

Our  most  secret  thoughts  are  ppen  to 
thine  eye ;  our  hearts  have  too  often  for- 
gotten thee ;  the  best  of  our  services  are 
too  imperffect  to  deserve  thy  love;  nor 
can  all  our  obedience  merit  the  pardon 
of  one  of  our  past  transgressions.  O  let 
our  guilt  be  washed  away  through  faith 
in  the  blood  of  thy  dear  Son ;  and  in  him 
accept  us  worthless  sinners.  Spare  us 
according  to  the  multitude  of  thy  tender 
mercies;  and  let  us  not  go  down  to  the 
grave  in  an  unpardoned  and  unholy  state. 
Lengthen  out  our  days,  that  we  may  secure 
our  best  interest  and  our  eternal  hope. 
Take  out  of  our  hearts  every  evil  thou  At, 
and  subdue  every  sinful  inclination,  iet 
thy  blessed  Spirit  renew  our  souls,  and  make 
us  holy  in  heart,  in  conversation,  and  in 
life.  Give  us  strength  to  withstand  the 
assaults  of  temptation,  that  we  may  not 
offend  our  God,  crucifj  afresh  our  Saviour, 
and  make  continuaV.  vfoxY  tet  \sv\.\.^^  ^^- 
pentance. 
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Choose  our  inheritance  for  us,  O  Lord, 
and  make  us  content  with  the  disposals  of 
thy  Providence  in  this  present  hfe.  Let 
not  our  hearts  idolize  any  thing  on  earth ; 
but  fix  our  affections  on  things  above,  where 
Christ  is  at  thy  right  hand.  Bear  us  up 
under  all  the  afflictions  of  life  with  faitn 
and  patience.  Make  us  steadfast,  unmove- 
able,  always  abounding  in  the  work  of  the 
Lord,  trusting  thy  gracious  promise,  that 
we  shall  reap  a  joyful  harvest  if  we  faint 
not. 

Search,  O  God,  and  try  our  hearts ;  dis- 
cover to  us  wherein  we  have  wandered  from 
thee :  give  us  true  repentance,  and  lead  us 
in  the  paths  of  holiness  and  peace.  Fit  us 
for  death  and  judgment ;  and  train  us  up 
dailjr  by  thy  word  and  ordinances,  by  thy 
Spirit  and  grace,  for  the  holiness  and  blessed- 
ness of  thy  kingdom  in  glory. 

Protect  us  by  thy  providence,  and  guard 
us  by  thy  grace  through  this  night ;  suffer 
not  any .  evil  to  injure  or  disquiet  us. 
Whether  we  wake  or  sleep,  live  or  die,  let 
us  be  thine  for  ever. 

We  praise  thee,  O  our  God,  for  ease  and 
health,  and  all  the  comforts  of  this  day  and 
of  our  whole  Jives.     But  abo\e  «SS.^^^>3v^'^^ 
thee  for  Jesus  Christ,  \v\vo  e^\si^  ^^  ^^^' 
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chase  salvation  for  us  by  his  most  precious 
blood.  Wc  bless  thee  that  we  have  been 
brought  up  under  the  sound  of  thy  gospel; 
and  have  been  early  acquainted  with  thy- 
Holy  Word,  wherein  is  all  our  hope  of  ever- 
lasting life  and  glory*  We  beseech  thee 
to  accept  our  unworthy  prayers  and  praises 
through  the  rich  incense  of  our  Redeemer's 
intercession,  who  is  most  worthy ;  in  whose 
name  and  words  we  would  further  call 
upon  thee,  as  "Our  Father  which  art  in 
heaven,"  &c. 


MEDITATION 

For  Wednesday  Morning, 

"  The  God  of  all  grace  ....  make  you  per- 
fect."—! Peter,  v.  10. 

It  is  an  excellent  life,  and  it  is  the  pro- 
per life  of  a  Christian,  to  be  daily  out-strip- 
ping himself;  to  be  spiritually  wiser,  holier, 
more  heavenly  minded  to-cLay  than  yes- 
terday, and  to-morrow  (if  it  be  added  to 
his  life)  than  to-day :  every  day  loving  the 
world  less  and  ChriBt  mote  iVvaw  the  former ; 
and  gfaining  some  fetVXvex  VvjXssrj  w^x\s>& 
secret  corruptions  •,  \\aVms\»a^^«^^^^®««^^ 
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subdued  and  mortified,  his  desires  in  all 
temporal  things  more  cool  and  indifferent^ 
and  in  Bpiritual  things  more  ardent :  that 
mifierabie  lightness  of  spirit  cured,  and  his 
heart  rendered  more  solid  and  fixed  upon 
God,  aspiring  to  more  near  communion 
with  him ;  labouring  that  particular  graces 
may  be  made  more  lively  and  strong,  by 
often  exercising  and  stirring  them  up ;  his 
£giith  more  <x)nfirmed,  love  more  inflamed, 
composed  meekness  producing  more  deep 
humility.  Oh  this  were  a  worthy  ambition 
indeed!  You  would  have  your  estate 
growing,  and  your  credit  growing;  how 
much  rather  should  you  seek  to  have  your 
graces  growing ;  and  not  be  content  with 
any  thin^  you  nave  attained  to. 

But  afl  our  endeavours  and  diligence  in 
this  will  be  in  vain,  unless  we  look  for  our 
perfecting  and  establishing  from  that  right 
hand,  without  which  we  do  nothing;  ^e 
God  of  €dl  grace  make  you  perfect.  The 
humble  believer  sees  himself  beset  with 
enemies  without,  and  buckled  to  a  treache- 
rous heart  within,  that  will  betray  him  to 
them ;  and  he  dare  no  more  trust  hinlself 
to  himself  than  to  his  most  professed  ene- 
mies. He  finds  that  wlieTiL\ie  \)k«^^  Vs5>  ^ 
forward  be  is  driven  ba^kvjaTA.,'MA««v  ^^s. 
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hold  of  him  oftentimes  when  he  thought  to 
have  smitten  it.  He  finds  that  sad  incon- 
stancy of  his  heart  in  spiritual  thin^,  the 
vanishing  of  his  purposes  and  breaking  off 
of  his  thoughts,  that  they  usually  die  ere 
they  be  brought  forth.  So  that  when  he 
hath  thought,  "  I  will  pray  more  reverently, 
and  set  myself  to  behold  6od  when  I  speak 
to  him,  and  watch  more  over  my  heart,  that 
it  fly  not  out  and  leave  me ;"  possibly  the 
first  time  he  sets  to  it,  thinking  to  be  mas- 
ter of  his  intention,  he  finds  nimself  more 
scattered,  and  disordered,  and  dead,  than  at 
any  time  before.  When  he  hath  conceived 
thoughts  of  humility  and  self-abasement, 
and  thinks,  '^  Now  I  am  down,  and  laid  low 
within  myself,  to  rise  and  look  big  no  more  ;** 
yet  some  vain  fancy  creeps  in  soon,  and  en- 
courages him,  and  raises  him  up  to  his  old 
estate.  So  that  in  this  plight  nad  he  not 
higher  strength  to  look  to,  he  would  sit  down 
and  give  over  all,  as  utterly  hopeless  of 
ever  attaining  to  his  ioumey's  end. 

But  when  he  considers  whose  work  it  is 

within  him,  even  these  small  beginnings  of 

desires,  he  is  encouraged  by  the  greatness 

of  the  work,  not  to  de%\rUe  the  day  of  small 

^Aings ;  and  knowing,  l\v«i\.  \V.  H&  wit  VioiviVi 

power  nor  might,  but  by  His  SpxU.'Cw&xW. 
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I  be  accomplished ;  he  lays  hold  on  that 
1,  Job  viii.  7,  "  Though  ihy  beginning 


shall 
word, 

toas  small y  yet  thy  latter  end  should  greatly 
increase.'^  The  well  instructed  Christian 
looks  to  Jesus,  looks  off  from  all  opposition 
and  difficulties ;  looks  above  them  to  Jems, 
the  Author  and  Finisher  of  our  faith .  Though 
thou  art  weak,  he  is  strong,  and  is  he  that 
strengthens  thee  and  renews  thy  strength; 
when  it  seems  to  be  gone  and  quite  spent, 
he  makes  it  fresh  and  greater  than  ever 
before.  A  weak  believer  and  his  strong 
Saviour  will  be  too  hard  for  all  that  can 
rise  against  them.  If  we  make  him  all  our 
strength,  then  shall  we  indeed  find  his  ful- 
ness and  all-sufficiency,  and  be  more  than 
conquerors  through  him  who  hath  loved  us. 


HYMN 

For  Wednesday  Morning, 

I  ask'd  the  Lord  that  I  might  grow 
In  faith,  and  love,  and  ev'ry  grace ; 

Might  more  of  his  salvation  know. 
And  seek  more  earnestlv  bi^  ^^e«t« 
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'Twaa  he  who  taught  me  thus  to  pray  ; 

And  he,  I  trust,  has  answer'd  prayer ; 
But  it  has  been  in  such  a  way. 

As  almost  drove  me  to  dei^air. 

I  hop*d  that  in  some  favoured  hour 
At  once  he'd  answer  my  request ; 

And  by  his  love's  constraining  power 
Subdue  my  sins  and  give  me  rest. 

Instead  of  this,  he  made  me  feel 
The  hidden  evils  of  my  heart ; 

And  let  the  angry  powers  of  hell 
Assault  my  soul  in  ev'ry  part. 

Yea  more,  with  his  own  hand  he  seem'd 

Intent  to  aggravate  my  woe ; 
Cross'd  all  the  iair  designs  I  schem'd. 

Blasted  my  gourds,  and  laid  me  low. 

Lord,  why  is  this  ?  I  trembling  cried ; 

Wilt  thou  pursue  thy  worm  to  death  ? 
"  'Tis  in  this  way,''  the  Lord  replied, 

"  I  answer  prayer  for  grace  and  faith. 

"  These  inward  trials  I  employ, 
"  From  self  and  pride  to  set  thee  free : 

"  And  break  thy  schemes  of  earthly  joy, 
*'  That  thou  may'st  seek  thy  all  in  me." 
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PRAYER 

For  Wednesday  Morning. 

O  thou  uncreated  Majesty^  the  source  of 
light  and  fountain  of  love,  whom  to  know 
ia  life  eternal,  we  desire  to  bless  thee  for 
endowing  us  with  various  faculties  of  soul 
and  body  by  which  we  may  know,  and  love, 
and  praise,  and  serve  thee.  May  our  minds 
delight  to  know  thee,  our  hearts  to  love 
thee,  our  tongues  to  praise  thee,  and  all  our 
powers  be  engaged  in  thy  service.  We  feel 
that  no  earthly  or  created  object  can  be  a 
full  and  satisfying  portion  for  our  souls. 
Too  far  have  we  trusted,  too  long  have  we 
followed  the  creature :  henceforth  may  we 
resign  ourselves  to  thee,  our  Creator,  and 
submit  all  we  have  and  are  to  thee  as  our 
riffhtful  Sovereign.  We  would  thankfully 
acknowledge  thy  providential  goodness  in 
all  the  benefits  and  comforts  of  our  lives. 
In  thee  alone  may  we  seek  our  true  felicity ; 
in  knowing,  loving,  and  delighting  in  thee. 
May  we  feel  more  and  more  that  our  souls 
cannot  be  in  health  and  peace  till  we  know 
thee  better,  and  love  thee  more. 

Since  thou  hast  graeiouif^^  mVv\.^^  ^5i&,^ 
fiajiag^    ''My  son,   give  we  \Xvj  \i««sN.? 
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enable  us  to  devote  our  hearts  to  thee,  an 
to  offer  them  on  the  holy  altar  erected  i 
the  mediation  of  thy  well-beloved  Son.  ( 
that  we  could  present  unto  thee  hearts  moi 
feeling,  more  ardent,  more  sincere.  D 
thou,  who  alone  canst  kindle  the  sacrific( 
send  down  thy  heavenly  fire  into  our  soul 
Let  it  consume  all  earthly  dross,  and  coi 
secrate  to  thy  service  whatever  good  tho 
hast  implanted.  May  our  hearts  be  washe 
in  the  precious  and  all-atoning  blood  < 
Jesus.  Let  us  ever  look  towards  thee,  an 
follow  after  thee ;  and  no  longer  be  contei 
with  any  inferior  good.  Though,  alas !  -w 
do  not  love  thee  as  we  wish ;  yet  blesse 
be  thy  name,  if,  from  our  hearts,  we  desii 
to  love  thee  more,  and  seek  no  ^eater  ha{ 
piness  than  in  perfectly  and  endlessly  lovin 
thee. 

And  since,  O  Lord,  we  never  could  hav 
been  brought  back   to  thyself  but   by 
teacher  sent  from  God;    glory  be  to  th 
name  for  giving  thine  only  Son  to  be  th 
Shepherd  and  Bishop  of  our  souls.     Aboi? 

■  !  \  all  would  we  adore  thine  undeserved  mere; 

j  if  thou  hast  by  thy  Holy  Spirit  taught  i 

^f  that  there  is  no  way  so  suitable  to  our  los 

condition,   no  remedv  so  ^Sa-^x.^^  v^  ^> 
misery,  as  that  whicrv  t^vou  \\»»X  Y^wv^ 
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thy  offered  covenant  of  grace.  O  may 
see  that  this  doctrine  is  divine  and  hea- 
dy; and  may  it  powerfully  plead  thy 
ise,  purifying  the  soul  from  self  and 
lity,  and  leamng;  it  to  thee  our  God. 
3ow  unspeakable  thy  mercy  if  thou  hast 
en  us  tne  witness  in  ourselves :  not  an 
bunded  persuasion^  but  that  renewed 
ure,  those  heavenly  affections  and  de- 
;s,  which  can  come  from  none  but  thee, 
th  thee  therefore,  O  our  Redeemer,  would 
now  renew  our  covenant.  On  thee  would 
cast  the  souls  which  thou  hast  redeemed, 
to  be  advanced  to  the  wealth,  and  ho- 
ir,  and  pleasures  of  this  world ;  but  to 
delivered  from  them :  to  be  healed  of 
;  to  be  washed  in  thy  blood,  and  quick- 
3d  by  thy  Spirit ;  to  be  conducted  in  the 
ys  of  holiness;  and  at  last . presented 
tified  and  spotless  in  the  presence  of  thy 
ther,  and  put  in  possession  of  the  glory 
ich  thou  hast  purchased  and  promised., 
len. 

HYMN 
'For  Wednesday  Evening, 

iPathet,  whatever  of  earthly  bliss 

Thy  sovVeign  will  denies. 
Accepted  at  thy  ihroive  oi  ^«Jt^ 
LiCt  this  petition  rise. 
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Give  me  a  calm,  a  thankful  heart, 
From  every  murmur  free ; 

The  blessings  of  thy  grace  impart, 
And  let  me  live  to  thee. 

Let  the  sweet  hope  that  thou  art  mine. 

My  life  and  death  attend ; 
Thy  presence  through  my  journey  shin 

And  crown  my  journey's  end. 


PRAYER 

For  Wednesday  Evening.    : 

O  God,  who  art  ever  present,  and  ki 
est  all  things :  thy  majesty  and  condes 
sion,  thy  justice  and  compassion,  are  a 
infinite  and  adorable.  Thine  is  the  k 
dom,  O  Lord,  and  thou  art  exalted  over 
Be  thou  our  strong  tower,  and  help  i: 
take  refuge  under  the  shadow  of  thy  wi 
We  desire  this  evening  to  humble 
selves  in  thy  presence  for  the  sins  of 
past  day  and  of  our  whole  lives.  Give 
we  entreat  thee,  such  a  knowledge  of 
holy  law,  that  we  may  be  deeply  sem 
of  our  exceeding  sinfulness ;  and  so  ji 

ourselves  that  wc  niaNf  ivo\.  Ve.  ^^xAst 

at  thy  awful  tribunal. 
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Help  US,  O  gracious  Lord,  to  believe  thy 
:)spel  with  living  faith,  and  continually  to 
me  unto  thee  as  the  fountain  of  life  and 
icity,  through  the  righteousness  and  re- 
mption  of  our  great  High  Priest,  who 
er  liveth  to  make  intercession  for  us. 
ive  us,  we  beseech  thee,  that  humble  con- 
ence  in  thy  pardoning  mercy ;  and  that 
re,  gratitude,  and  zeal,  which  may  lead 

to  unreserved  obedience,  and  make  us 
iadfast,  unmoveable,  always  abounding 
the  work  of  the  Lord. 
We  commend  to  thy  care  and  blessing, 
Lord,  all  that  are  dear  unto  us.  Teach 
to  use  all  proper  means  of  doing  them 
od,  and  of  convincing  such  as  still  neglect 
f  great  salvation. 

Bless  thy  whole  Church.  Endue  thv 
nisters  with  wisdom,  clothe  them  with 
hteousness,  and  make  them  valiant  and 
ilous  for  thy  truth.  Enable  thy  people 
rejoice  in  thee.  Let  thy  grace  be  suffi- 
nt  for  them  in  all  their  trials  and  tempt- 
ons:  give  them  victory  in  every  conflict; 
i  prosper  all  their  endeavours  to  glorify 
r  name  and  do  good  to  mankind. 
Send  forth  thy  light  and  thy  truth  unto 

nations.     Disperse  \\ve  ^'act^  oSssv^^^ 
atry,  impiety,  s\i]peT^\.\\.wcv>  ^\A\^&v^^' 
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lity;  and  set  up  thy  kingdom  of  peace  and 
righteousness  throughout  the  earth. 

Continue,  we  beseech  thee,  to  bless  our 
own  land  with  peace,  liberty,  and  the  light 
of  thy  Oospel :  and  may  effectual  measures 
be  taken  to  stop  the  progress  of  wickedness, 
that  so  iniquity  may  not  be  our  ruin^ 

Bless  our  Queen^  and  those  in  authority ; 
and  direct  their  counsels  for  the  preservation 
of  public  tranquillity,  the  establishment  of 
peace  among  the  nations,  the  reformation  of 
manners,  the  revival  of  true  religion,  and 
the  success  of  thy  Gospel  throughout  the 
world. 

Visit-  with  thy  compassion  and  saving 
grace  all  the  sons  and  daughters  of  affliction, 
and  teach  them  to  profit  by  all  thy  chas- 
tisements. And  may  the  God  of  Peace, 
who  brouffht  again  from  the  dead  the  great 
Shepherd  of  the  sheep,  through  the  blood 
of  the  everlasting  covenant,  make  us  perfect 
in  every  good  work  to  do  his  will,  working 
in  us  that  which  is  well  pleasing  in  his 
sight ;  through  Jesus  Chnst,  our  Saviour, 
to  whom  with  the  Father,  and  the  Holy 
Ghost,  be  all  glory  and  praise  for  ever  and 
ever.    Amen. 
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MEDITATION 

For  Thursdaxi  Morning, 

THE   CHRISTIAN   PIl^RIM. 

"  Dearly  beloved,  I  beseech  you,  as  strangers 
'^  and  pilgrims,  abstain  from  fleshly  lusts,  which 
"  war  against  the  soul." — 1  Pet.  ii.  11, 

Bemember,  O  my  soul,  this  \&  not  thy 
borne :  thou  art  upon  a  journey  to  thy  Fa- 
ther's house,  where  thou  must  abide  for 
ever.  Even  on  thy  journey  home  he  per- 
mits thee  freely  to  converse  with  him.  O 
then  see  him  that  is  invisible ;  hearken  to 
him  when  he  speaketh;  obey  his  voice; 
observe  his  way;  speak  to  him  boldly 
though  humbly  and  reverently  as  his  cbila^ 
about  thy  greatest  concern.  Tell  him  all 
thy  sorrows,  and  confess  aU  thy  folly  and 
unkindness:  entreat  his  forgiveness,  and 
plead  the  merits  of  thy  Saviour.  Converse 
with  him  about  the  way  in  which  thou 
shouldest  go.  Desire  his  grace ;  give  up 
thyself  to  his  conduct  and  care.  Weep 
over  the  history  of  thy  ingratitude.  Tell 
him  how  thou  art  most  offended  with  what 
has  most  displeased  him:  that  thou,  axt 
2iiigry  with  thy  disobedient,  Ax»flaas^«S;N^ 
heart:  that  thou  art  weaxy  oi  \)ft»xVs»2«N» 
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that  loveth  him  no  more ;  and  that  it  shall 
never  please  thee  till  it  loves  him  better, 
and  is  more  desirous*  to  please  him.  Tell 
him  of  thy  enemies,  and  beg  the  protection 
of  his  love :  tell  him  of  thy  frailties^  in- 
firmities, and  passions;  and  beg  not  only 
his  tender  forbearance,  but  his  help.  Tell 
him  that  without  him  thou  canst  do  no- 
thing ;  and  beg  the  ffrace  that  is  sufficient 
for  the.e ;  that  through  him  that  strength- 
eneth  thee,  thou  mayest  do  all  things. 
When  thou  fallest  despair  not;  but  beg  his 
helping  hand  to  raise  thee.  Speak  to  him 
especially  of  everlasting  things ;  and  thank 
him  for  his  promises,  and  for  thy  hopes; 
for  what  thou  shalt  be,  and  do,  and  enjoy 
among  his  holy  ones  for  ever.  Express  thy 
joy  in  the  hope  that  thou  shalt  see  his  glory, 
and  love  him  and  praise  him  better  than 
thou  canst  now  desire.  Begin  those  praises ; 
and  as  thou  walkest  with  him  take  pleasure 
in  the  mention  of  his  perfections :  be  thank- 
ful to  him  and  speak  good  of  his  name. 
Solace  thyself  in  remembering  what  a  God, 
what  a  defence  and  portion  all  believers 
have ;  and  in  considering  where  he  is  now 
conducting  thee,  what  Vve  mil  do  with  thee, 

and  what  use  he  wiW  xcvake  o^  X^cva^^^^rt  ^n^x. 

Speak  with  rejoicing  o«  t\ve  ^ox>j  ^1  >k& 
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works,  and  the  righteousness  of  his  judg- 
ments, and  the  houness  and  evenness  of  his 
ways.  Sing  forth  his  praises  with  a  joyful 
heart,  and  dismiss  ail  slavish  fears,  all 
malicious  suggestions  and  doubts,  and  all 
nipping  griefs  that  would  interrupt  the 
harmony  of  thy  soul.  Thy  heavenly  Father 
beholds  with  approbation  thy  moans  and 
tears;  but  how  much  more  does  he  love 
thy  thanks  and  praises !  Or  if  indeed  it  is 
winter  time  with  thee,  a  stormy  day,  and  he 
seems  to  chide  or  hide  his  face,  because 
thou  hast  offended  him  ;  let  the  cloud  that 
is  gathered  by  thy  folly  come  down  in  tears, 
and  tell  him  thou  hast  sinned  against  heaven 
and  before  him,  and  art  no  more  worthy  to 
be  called  his  son.  However,  yet  fly  not  from 
him ;  but  supplicate  his  pardon,  and  to  be 

.  admitted  to  his  service :  and  thou  wilt  find 
forgiveness  when  thou  fearest  condemnation. 
Only  return  and  keep  closer  to  him  for  the 
time  to  come.  If  the  breach  through  thy 
nefflect  has  gone  so  far  that  thou  seemest 
to  nave  lost  thy  God,  and  to  be  cast  off  and 
forsaken;  yet  despair  not;  for  he  doth  but 
hide  his  face  till  tnou  repent.  Lift  up  thy 
voice  and  cry,  in  spite  of  unbelief,  \xvvE«A.W«., 
my  Saviour,  my  God !  and  t\iov3L  ^^^  ^\.\^a:^ 

hear  him  address  thee  as  \v\s  c\x^^-    ^"^^ 
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out^  O  why  hast  thou  forsakei 
shall  1  do  here  without  thee  ? 
not  here  in  this  waste  howlin 
let  me  not  be  a  prey"  to  my  sin 
my  foes  and  thine.  O  beg  of 
wanderings  and  childish  foil} 
taken  as  acts  of  enmity,  or 
they  maybe  pardoned :  and  tl 
COTrect  thee,  he  will  return  an 
thee.  Or  if  thou  hast  not  word 
before  him,  at  least  smite  upo 
and  though  thou  art  ashame 
look  up  towards  heaven,  yet  h 
say,  '*  O  Lord,  be  merciful  to  i 
and  he  will  accept  thee,  and 
such  a  supplication  amongst 
which  he  cannot  deny.  He 
thee,  and  shew  thee  where  it  ^ 
didst  go  astray,  by  losing  thys 
ing  from  him.  Seek  him  an 
find  him ;  for  he  never  faileth 
those  that  wait  upon  him. 

HYMN 

For  Thursday  Morni 

**  We've  no  abiding  city  here 

This  may  dialtess  \)ie  vjo\^ 

But  should  nol  cosl  i\vfe  ^vs 

Who  hopes  a\>eUeT  x^^X. 
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"  WeVe  no  abiding  city  here :" 

Sad  truth,  were  this  to  be  our  home : 

But  let  the  thought  our  spirits  cheer, 
"  We  seek  a  city  yet  to  come." 

"  Wie've  no  abiding  city  here :" 
Then  let  us  live  as  pilgrims  do : 

Let  not  the  world  our  rest  appear ; 
But  let  us  haste  from  all  below* 

"  Y^e've  no  abiding  city  here ;" 

We  seek  a  city  out  of  sight : 
Zion  its  name,  the  Lord  is  there ; 

It  shines  with  everlasting  light. 

;Z{on !  Jehovah  is  her  strength ; 

Secure  she  smiles  at  all  her  foes : 
And  weary  travellers  at  length 

Within  her  sacred  walls  repose. 

O  sweet  abode  of  peace  and  love, 
Where  pilgrims  freed  from  toil  are  blest ! 

Had  I  the  pinions  of  the  dove, 
I'd  fly  to  thee,  and  be  at  rest. 

But  hush,  my  soul,  nor  dare  repine : 
The  time  my  God  appoints  is  best : 

While  here,  to  do  his  will  be  mitie^ 
And  his  to  fix  my  tVme  o^  t«8X.\ 
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PRAYER 

For  Thursday  Morning. 

Almighty  and  most  merciful  F 
of  thy  never  failing  goodness  and 
protected  and  preserved  us  the  ] 
and  safely  brought  us  to  the  light 
day ;  defend  us,  we  pray  thee,  ii 
by  thy  mighty  power ;  and  so  j 
with  thy  gracious  favour,  and  ; 
with  thy  continual  help,  that  : 
works  begun,  continued,  and  end( 
we  may  ever  seek  thy  honour  a 
and  finally  by  thy  mercy  obtain  e 
life,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  bl< 
and  Saviour. 

For  his  sake  we  humbly  pray  tl 
out  of  thy  remembrance  all  oui 
and  provocations ;  and  to  work  in 
a  godly  sorrow,  a  sincere  repenta 
steadfast  resolution  to  amend  on 
cording  to  thy  holy  word.  To  t 
pleased  to  assist  us  with  the  grs 
holy  Spirit  to  overcome  the  de 
our  natures,  and  sanctify  us  to  th 

Let  OUT  hearts  and  minds  be 
more  renewed ;  tTaat,  \ie\\v^  \x^^ 
t6e  renewing  of  our  mvcid^,NN^ 
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t  is  that  good  and  acceptable^  and  per- 
will  of  God ;  that  we  may  be  able  to 
Ny  and  may  delight  to  do  thy  will,  O 
. ;  and  that  thy  law  may  be  written  in 
hearts. 

ive  us  to  know  Christ  and  his  life,  that 
lay  be  formed  in  our  hearts ;  and  that 
lay  live  in  us ;  that  the  same  mind  may 
ti  us  which  was  in  Christ  Jesus,  that  we 
be  made  conformable  to  his  death,  in 
ifying  the  flesh  with  its  affections  and 
s. 

et  thy  grace  always  accompany  us,  and 
)le  us  to  persevere  unto  the  end.  Make 
erfect  in  every  good  work  to  do  thy  will ; 
cing  in  us  that  which  is  well  pleasing  in 
sight  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 
I,  as  we  are  here  but  strangers  and  pil- 
ls, O  let  thy  good  Spirit  guide  and  con- 
:  us  through  the  wilaemess  of  this  sinful 
d.  Let  us  not  be  led  astray  by  the 
jerous  and  alluring  temptations  with 
ih  it  abounds :  but  preserve  us  from  the 
es  laid  by  the  devil  and  his  emissaries 
itice  us  to  sin  and  wickedness,  and  to 
ige  us  into  endless  woe. 
!ay  wegive  all  diligence  to  make  our 
ng  and  election  sure.  \^  ^xv^  Qfl\\s.\sa?^^ 
rto  neglected  tbie  owe  \Xv«\^  ^nr^SjS^^ 
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rested  in  a  form  of  godliness^  or  in  any  way 
deceived  ourselves  ;  awaken  us  without  d^* 
lay  to  see  first  thy  kingdom  and  righteous*- 
ness^  and  to  make  all  our  other  pursuits  g^ve 
place  to  this. 

Teach  us  to  serve  thee  in  our  several  re- 
lations and  different  employments,  doing  all 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus.  May  we 
use  our  possessions,  and  improve  our  time 
and  talents,  as  knowing  that  snortly  we  must 
give  an  account  of  our  stewardship.  At  all 
times  and  in  all  places  may  we  joyfully  pre- 
pare for,  and  anticipate  the  glad  summcms, 
''  Well  done  good  and  faithful  servant,  enter 
into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord."  Grant  us,  0 
thou  Fountain  of  Life,  such  consolations  in 
communion  with  thee,  as  may  bear  us  up 
above -the  temptations  and  troubles  of  thu 
world,  and  fix  our  affections  on  things  above. 

We  humbly  beseech  thee,  O  Father  of 
mercies,  graciously  to  look  upon  our  beloved 
relatives  and  friends.  Brin^  home  to  thy 
fold  such  as  still  wander  in  the  ways  of  sin 
and  folly ;  and  communicate  all  seascmable 
help  and  comfort  to  those  who  know  thy 
name  and  love  thy  salvation.  And  hasten 
that  time  when  thy  name  shall  be  known 
upon  earth,  and  lay  aaVm^  V^iJ^SsJa.  ^.xs^si^ 
a^U  nations.     We  eamealVj  cito^^^.  «s« 
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itual  and  temporal  blessing  for  our- 
es  and  others  through  pur  Lord  Jesus 
ist.     Amen. 

HYMN 

For  Thursday  Evening. 

Children  of  the  heavenly  Ring, 
As  ye  journey  sweetly  sing : 
Sing  your  Saviour's  worthy  praisef. 
Glorious  in  his  works  and  ways. 

Ye  are  trav'lling  home  to  God, 
In  the  way  the  fathers  trod : 
They  are  happy  now,  and  ye 
Soon  their  happiness  shall  see. 

Shout,  ye  ransom'd  flock  most  West ; 
Ye  on  Jesu's  throne  shall  rest : 
There  your  seat  is  now  prepared. 
There  your  kingdom  and  reward. 

Fear  not,  brethren  ;  joyful  stand 
On  the  borders  of  your  land  : 
Jesus  Christ,  God's  (mly  Son, 
Bids  you  undismay'd  go  on. 

Lord,  submissive  may  we  go, 
Gladly  leaving  all  below  *. 
Only  thou  our  leader  \>e  % 
And  stiJl  let  us  foWovr  iVee. 
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PRAYER 

For  Thursday  Evening. 

"  Give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread,  and  for- 
"  give  us  our  debts,  as  we  forgive  our  debtors. 
''  And  lead  us  not  into  temptation,  but  deliver 
*'  us  from  evil :  for  thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the 
"  power,  and  the  glory,  for  ever.     Amen." 

O  Almighty  God,  we  desire  to  draw  nigh 
unto  thee  with  lively  gratitude,  as  our  hea- 
venly Father,  who  knowest  all  our  wants. 
We  bless  thee,  that  thou  invitest  us  to  cast 
all  our  care  upon  thee,  assuring  us  that 
thou  carest  for  us ;  and  that  thou  wilt  keep 
those  in  perfect  peace  whose  minds  are  staid 
on  thee,  and  make  known  their  requests 
unto  thee  in  prayer  and  supplication,  with 
thanksgiving.  We  adore  thine  infinite 
goodness  which  encourages  us  to  ask  the 
largest  blessings;  and  promises,  that  if 
we  "  seek  first  the  kingdom  of  God  and  his 
righteousness,  all  other  things  shall  be  added 
unto  us."  Grant  us,  therefore,  O  Lord, 
ever  to  remember  that  but  one  thing  is  need- 
ful ;  and  let  us  not  be  careful  and  troubled 
afeout  many  things :  Wlewible  us  to  choose, 
to  seek,  and  to  m)tam  l\i^\.  ^qkA-^«x\.^\m&^ 
shall  never  be  takcxiowvj  feixcL\x^. 
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And  while  we  pray  for  the  bread  of  life, 
we  entreat  thee  also  to  give  us  food  con- 
venient for  us,  to  supply  all  our  necessary 
wants,  and  to  grant  that,  having  food  and 
raiment,  we  may  be  therewith  content. 
Prosper  thou  the  Vork  of  our  hands  accord- 
ing to  thine  own  infinite  wisdom  and  good- 
ness ;  and  enable  us  to  trust  in  thee  with 
all  our  heart,  not  leaning  to  our  own  under- 
standing ;  and  preserve  us  from  falling^  into 
those  foolish  and  hurtful  lusts  which  drown 
men  in  destruction  and  perdition. 

And  as,  O  heavenly  Father,  we  pray  for 
our  daily  bread,  so  we  beseech  thee  for  the 
daily  forgiveness  of  our  sins.  O  cleanse  us 
from  our  secret  faults ;  and  keep  back  thy 
servants  also  from  presumptuous  sins,  that 
they  get  not  the  dominion  over  us. 

We  confess  with  shame  that  we  have  not 
duly  improved  the  talents  with  which  we 
have  been  intrusted ;  that  we  have  not  ren- 
dered again  according  to  thy  benefits.  We 
have  deserved  the  wages  of  sin,  and  have 
been  guilty  of  those  things  for  which  the 
wrath  of  God  cometh  on  the  children  of  dis- 
obedience. Our  debt  is  great ;  and  we  have 
nothing  to  pay.  But,  glory  be  to  tlv^  TL^.\»a^ 
O  Lord^  thou  hast  devised  a  ^^^^"^  ^V^-^^"^ 
tboa  canst  be  just,  and  yet  ^\xa\;\^^>^vKv"e«s>x 
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believeth  in  Jesus.  O  grant  tbat  tkrongh 
faith  in  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  tby  Son 
we  may  be  deansed  from  all  sin ;  and  purge 
our  conscience  from  dead  works  to  serve 
thee  the  living  God. 

And  while  we  pray  that  thou  wouldest 
mercifully  forgive  us  our  sins,  which  are 
more  than  the  hairs  of  our  head,  we  beseech 
thee  that  we  may  forgive  our  enemies,  love 
them  that  hate  us,  bless  them  that  curse 
us,  and  pray  for  and  do  good  to  them  that 
despitefully  use  us  and  persecute  us.  If 
we  forgive  not  men  their  trespasses,  we  can- 
not expect  thee  to  forgive  us  our  trespasses. 
May  all  bitterness,  and  wrath,  and  anger, 
and  clamour,  and  evil  speaking  be  put 
away  from  us,  with  all  malice ;  and  make 
us  kind  one  to  another,  forbearing  one 
another,  and  forgiving  one  another,  even 
as  we  trust  God  for  Christ's  sake  will  for- 
give us. 

And  since,  O  our  God,  we  are  ever  in 
danger  of  being  enticed  and  drawn  away 
by  our  own  hearts'  lusts,  we  earnestly  pray 
thee  not  to  lead  us  into  temptation  :  but  to 
save  us  from  the  sins  that  most  easily  beset 
ua :  to  deliver  us  from  every  evil ;  and  pre- 
serve  us  even  to  tYie  enA..  l-ifc\.xs&\s!Afe\Js?j 
word  in  our  hearts   \\v«kXvi^  Tfta.^\i^>ws^ 
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om  the  paths  of  the  destroyer.  O  send 
it  thy  light  and  thy  truth  :  let  them  lead 
} :  let  them  bring  us  to  thy  holy  hill,  and 

thy  habitation. 

Heavenly  Father,   we  humbly  beseech 

ee  in  behalf  of  ourselves  and  all  manl^ind, 

set  up  thy  kingdom  in  our  hearts  and 
roughout  the  whole  earth ;  that  we  may 
tUow  thy  name,  and  do  thy  will  as  it  is 
►ne  in  heaven :  for  thine  is  the  kingdom, 
id  the  power,  and  the  glory,  for  ever  and 
er.     Amen. 


MEDITATION 

For  Friday  Morning. 

THE   NEW   MAN. 

"Put  on  the  new  man,  which  after  God  is 
reated  in  righteousness  and  true  holiness.'' — 
h.  iv.  24. 

The  loss  of  God's  image  upon  the  soul, 
.s  both  the  sinfulness  and  misery  of  man's 
len  state :  and  that  resemblance  which  it 
ars  to  God,  is  the  beauty,  the  glory,  and 
ppiness  of  the  new  cte^YKsstv.  Crt^'^^^^ 
iv  by  his  own  Spmt,  m  tv^Vs^^^^^^^^ 
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and  true  holiness^  it  beats  the  image  of  that 
Saviour  in  whom  it  is  created  anew,  Christ 
Jesus,     To  put  on  the  Lord  Jesus,  compre- 
hends the  whole  of  the  Christianas  dutjr> 
all  his  duties  towards  God  and  man.     Sm 
is  not  the  Christian's  element ;  his  delight 
is  in  the  law  of  the  Lord :  he  loves  it  even 
where  it  most  crosses  the  remains  of  cor- 
ruption that  are   in  him :  he  bends  the 
strength  of  his  soul  to  please  Qtxl,  and  to 
live  unto  riffhteousness.     It  is  not  merely 
the  study  of  his  leisure  hours  :  no;  it  is  his 
main  business,  his  all.     The  new  life,  like 
the  natural  one,  is  seated  in  the  heart ;  and 
from    thence    diffuses  itself   through  the 
whole  man.     He  loves  righteousness,  and 
receiveth  the  truth  in  the  love  of  it.     The 
unrenewed  man  may  do  many  things  that 
appear  righteous:    but    he   lives  not    to 
righteousness;    because  his   heart   is   not 
possessed  and  ruled  with  the  love  of  it. 
The  new  man  not  only  forsakes  sin,  but  he 
hates  it:    ''I  hate  vain  thoughts."     And 
not  only  some  sins,  but  all :  ''1  hate  every 
false  way."     While  he  dies  to  sin,  sin  dies 
in  him :  the  mind  dies  to  the  study  of  sin; 
the  liand  dies  to  tVve  a.e\iav^  of  it ;  the  ear 
to  the  hearing  of  tYmga-^ioS^w^a  ^sxv\^a&5^\ 
^ie  tongue  to  speaVmg  eV^\  ^^^''^^^^^ 
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to  speaking  guile.  This  new  creation 
adorns  the  soul  with  a  sweet  variety  of  gra- 
cious and  heavenly  dispositions.  It  is  in 
their  hearts  a  living  source  of  love,  joy,  and 
peace ;  of  long-suffering  and  gentleness,  of 
goodness  and  faith,  of  meekness  and  tem- 
perance, and  of  all  divine  virtues ;  which, 
for  this  very  reason,  are  in  Holy  Scripture 
styled  the  "Fruits  of  the  Spirit."  'Tis  he 
that  breathes  into  their  souls  those  amiable 
and  heavenly  dispositions,  whereby  alone 
they  can  on  good  ground  be  denominated 
meek,  and  humble,  and  patient;  chaste 
and  charitable,  and  ready  to  forgive : 
these  make  the  noblest  endowments  of  the 
inward  man.  These  are  the  real  beauties 
of  the  soul,  that  truly  perfect  it,  and  render 
it  lovely  and  precious  m  th€  sight  of  God. 
But  it  is  very  certain  that  these  holy  dis- 
positions which  adorn  the  inward  man,  will 
also  beautify  the  life  ;  and  render  the  con- 
versation such  as  becomes  the  Gospel,  like 
the  shining  light,  shining  more  and  more 
unto  the  perfect  day. 


-t^ 
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HYMN 
For  Friday  Morning. 

Attend  while  God's  exalted  Son 

Does  his  own  glories  shew ; 
Behold,  I  sit  upon  my  throne. 

Creating  all  things  new. 

I'll  be  a  sun  of  righteousness 

To  the  new  world  I  make : 
None  but  the  new-born  heirs  of  grace 

My  glories  shall  partake. 

Mighty  Redeemer,  set  me  free 
From  my  old  state  of  sin  ;    • 

O  make  my  soul  alive  to  thee ; 
Create  new  pow'rs  within. 

Renew  mine  eyes,  and  form  mine  ears. 
And  mould  my  heart  afresh ; 

Give  me  new  passions,  joys,  and  fears ; 
And  turn  the  stone  to  flesh. 

Far  from  the  regions  of  the  dead. 
From  sin,  and  earth,  and  hell. 

In  the  new  world  that  grace  has  made 
I  would  for  ever  dwell. 

PRAYER 

For  Friday  Morning, 
O  Lord,  thou  Yias\.Tc\e^ea.>5K^^^\a>i 
as  the  Lord  God,  mexc&aX  ^xA  ^^v» 
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abundant  in  loving-kindness^  goodness,  and 
truth;  keeping  mercy  for  thousands,  for- 
giving iniquity,  transgression,  and  sin.  O 
the  height,  and  depth,  and  breadth  of  the 
love  of  God  in  sending  Christ  into  the  world 
to  be  a  Saviour ! 

All  we  like  sheep  have  gone  astray,  we 
have  turned  every  one  to  his  own  way;  but 
thou  hast  laid  on  him  the  iniquities  of  us 
all.  He  poured  out  his  soul  unto  death, 
and  made  intercession  for  the  transgressors. 

O  receive  us  transgressors  into  thy  fa- 
vour. Our  sins  have  abounded,  let  thy  grace 
much  more  abound.  We  have  fallen  by 
our  iniquity ;  but  we  would  turn  unto  thee 
saying,  "  Take  away  from  us  all  iniquity : 
receive  us  graciously,  and  love  us  freely." 
O  that  thou  wouldest  become  a  God  in 
covenant  with  us,  and  a  reconciled  father 
to  us. 

We  would  be  earnest  with  thee  for  that 
new  heart  which  thou  hast  most  graciously 
promised  in  thy  new  covenant.  O  mould 
us  into  a  conformity  to  thy  will ;  and  make 
us  the  sons  and  daughters  of  the  Lord 
Almighty.  May  the  love  of  Christ  con- 
strain us  to  live,  not  to  ourselves,  but  tol\\s». 
who  died  for  us  and  rose  agam.  ^Ytca^^^**^ 
ve  £nd  his  yoke  easy,  aud^ivvs  Xiwx^^^^^^^* 
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thus  may  we  serve  thee,  not  in  the  spirit  of 
bondage  as  slaves^  but  in  the  spirit  of  adop- 
tion as  dear  children.  Then  shall  we  nm 
in  the  way  of  thy  commandments  when  thou 
hast  enlarged  our  hearts. 

O  Lord,  so  renew  our  nature>  that  we  may 
hate  sin  and  delight  in  holiness ;  that  thy 
commandments  may  be  the  rejoicing  of  our 
hearts,  and  thy  word  sweet  unto  our  taste. 
Let  thy  statutes  be  our  song  in  the  house 
of  our  pilgrimage,  and  thy  testimonies  may 
we  choose  as  our  heritage  for  ever.  Setup 
thy  throne  in  our  hearts;  write  thy  law, 
and  plant  thy  fear  there ;  and  fill  us  with 
all  the  graces  of  thy  Spirit,  that  we  may 
abound  in  the  &uits  of  righteousness  to  the 
glory  and  praise  of  God. 

O  turn  away  our  eyes  from  beholding 
vanity ;  let  not  vain  thoughts  lodge  within 
us :  but  let  us  be  serious  and  sober-minded. 
Let  the  love  of  the  world  be  rooted  out  of 
us,  and  let  the  love  of  God  in  Christ  he 
rooted  in  us.  Mortify  our  pride  and  clothe 
us  with  humility,  that  when  we  have  done 
all  we  may  account  ourselves  unprofitable 
servants.  Make  us  meek  and  patient,  sen- 
OU8  and  sober-minded.  Give  us  grace  to 
keep  under  our  tody,  aTA\mxL^\V\si\ft%^^^ 
jection.      Mortify  m  \xa  «Sl  eoN^>\«toftV 
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lalice,  and  uncharitableness ;  and  help  us 
D  love  all  men,  especially  our  fellow  Cnris- 
ians,  with  a  pure  heart,  fervently.  What 
'c  know  not,  do  thou  teach  us ;  and  wherein 
^e  have  done  iniquity  help  us  to  do  so  no 
lore. 

And  while  we  are  here,  make  us,  O  Lord, 
iser  and  better  every  day;  more  holy, 
eavenly,  and  spiritual;  that  so  our  last 
ays  may  be  our  best  days,  our  last  works 
iir  best  works,  and  our  last  comforts  our 
veetest  comforts.  And  having  put  on  the 
«ord  Jesus  here,  may  we  at  last  be  placed 
mong  those  whom  he  has  redeemed  by  his 
lood  and  sanctified  by  his  Spirit.  Now  to 
im  who  loved  us  ana  gave  nimself  fi^r  us ; 
>  him  be  glory  for  ever  and  ever.     Amen. 

HYMN 

For  Fridcttf  Evening. 

Is* this  the  kind  return. 
And  these  the  thanks  we  owe  ? 

Thus  to  forget  eternal  love. 
Whence  sdl  our  blessings  flow  ? 

To  what  a  stubborn  frame 

Has  sin  reduc'd  ouf  mind ; 
What  wretched  rebels,  liord,  w^  ^^\ 
And  thou^  how  wondrous  \aa^^ 


328  FIFTH   WEEK. 

On  us  he  bids  the  sun 

Shed  his  reviving  rays ; 
For  us  the  skies  their  circles  run. 

To  lengthen  out  our  days. 

The' brutes  obey  their  God, 
And  bow  their  necks  to  men ; 

But  we,  more  stubborn  far  than  they,  * 
Refuse  his  easy  reign. 

Turn,  turn  us,  mighty  God, 
And  mould  our  souls  afresh  ; 

Break,  Sovereign  Grace,  these  hearts  of  stone, 
And  give  us  hearts  of  flesh. 

Let  past  ingratitude 

Bedew  our  weeping  eyes ; 
And  hourly  as  new  mercies  fall 

Let  hourly  thanks  arise. 

PRAYER 

Vor  Friday  Evening. 

O  thou  Father  of  mercies,  and  God  of  all 

comfort,  we  beseech  thee   to  accept   our 

thanksgivings  for  the  blessings  of  this  day. 

Blessed  be  thy  name  for  that  light  which 

no  darkness  overspreads,  that  sun  which 

never  sets :  Jesus  is  our  resurrection  and 

our  life.     Grant  tliat  m\v\m  wa  ^\)i&  tra^ 

rise  to  newness  of  Ufe,  axvdi  \)tv^\.^^miK^\5fc 
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planted  in  the  likeness  of  his  resurrection. 
Glory  be  to  thy  name^  O  Lord,  that  there 
is  no  condemnation  to  them  who  are  in 
Christ  Jesus.  O,  for  thy  mercy's  sake^ 
bring  our  souls  into  this  happy  state ;  and 
give  us  an  ardent  desire  to  enjoy  the  felicity 
of  thy  chosen.  May  this  salvation  be  ex- 
perienced by  every  soul  before  thee.  May 
we  all  find  it  a  present  salvation,  delivering 
us  from  every  false  hope ;  from  the  love  of 
sin,  the  love  of  the  world,  and  the  lusts  of 
the  flesh.  Teach  us  to  pass  through  this 
present  evil  world  as  strangers  and  pilgrims, 
who  have  no  continuing  city  here,  and  are 
seeking  one  to  come. 

Thou  hast  taught  us  by  thy  holy  word, 
that  if  any  man  have  not  the  spirit  of  Christ 
he  is  none  of  his.  O  Father  of  mercies,  hear 
our  unworthy  petitions,  and  bestow  upon  us 
this  invaluable  gift;  that  we  may  walk  not 
after  the  flesh,  but  after  the  Spirit;  and 
that  our  conversation  may  be  such  as  be- 
coraeth  the  Gospel.  Enable  us  to  mortify 
the  deeds  of  the  body,  to  subdue  the  unholy 
desires  of  our  corrupt  nature,  and  to  dis- 
charge every  duty  incumbent  upon  us  in 
accordance  with  thy  holy  word. 

Give  us  grace  to  lay  asYdie  e^^x^  ^^v;^^ 
and  the  sin  which  more  e^c^^'^  \>es>«\*^  ^ 
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and  let  us  run  with  patience  the  race  set 
before  us^  looking  unto  Jesus,  the  authoi 
and  finisher  of  our  faith.  Gracious  Lord* 
be  thou  our  strength;  and  enable  us  to 
contend  £ftithfu%  with  the  world,  the  flesh, 
and  the  devil.  Teach  us  our  own  dejuravity, 
and  the  exceeding  sinfulness  of  sin :  teadi 
us  the  deceitfulness  of  our  hearts ;  that  so 
we  may  be  truly  humbled  before  thee,  and 
stirred  up  to  greater  earnestness  in  the 
work  of  our  salvation.  May  the  cry  of  our 
souls  ever  be,  "Lord,  save  us,  or  we  perishf 
Arm  us  this  day  with  the  shield  of  faithi 
the  helmet  of  salvation,  and  the  sword  of  the 
Spirit;  and  let  us  ever  hold  fast  the  blessed 
hope  of  eternal  life. 

O  thou  compassionate  High  Priest,  by 
whom  a  new  and  living  way  has  been  con- 
secrated for  us,  through  the  veil  of  thy  own 
flesh,  enable  us  to  draw  near  humbly  trusting 
in  thee. 

Where,  O  Lord,  thou  hast  begun  the 

good  work  of  grace  in  any  of  our  souls,  we 

beseech  Ihee  to  carry  it  on  until  the  day  of 

Christ,  and  to  perfect  it  to  thy  praise  and 

glory.    Work  m  us  both  to  will  and  to  do 

of  thy  good  pleasure.  Let  us  not,  like  many, 

be  saying,  "  Who  wffli  »\i^^  ^>a  «»:i  %wAr  * 

-But  may  our  pray«  ©^^^  ^*  "  \jr«?^^\B^. 
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thou  up  tl\e  light  of  thy  counte^aiic^  upon 
us." 

Preserve,  we  beseech  thee,  the  light  of 
the  glorious  Gospel  in  our  own  land.  Bless 
all  tny  ministers  who  jEaithfully  preach  the 
truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus :  add  to  tneir  number ; 
and  increase  their  usefulness  in  the  awaken- 
ing of  the  dead  in  sin,  and  in  comforting 
and  edifying  thy  people  in  their  most  holy 
faith. 

Accept  our  imperfect  praises  for  the 
blessings  of  this  day.  Q  keep  us  in  the  love 
of  Goo,  looking  for  the  mercy  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  unto  eternal  life.  Now  unto 
him  that  is  able  to  keep  us  from  falling,  and 
to  present  us  faultless  before  the  presence 
of  nis  glory  with  exceeding  joy ;  to  the 
only  wise  God  our  Saviour,  be  glory  and 
majesty,  dominion  and  power,  now  and  hx 
ever.     Amen. 


MEDITATION 

For  Sttturday  Morning. 
''Being  bom  again,  not  of  corruptible  seed, 
"  but  of  incorruptible,  by  the  word  of  God,  which 
"  liveth  and  abideth  for  eve?." — 1  Peter  i.  23. 

This  is  the  great  dign\\.^  oS.  \i^\K^^^'*-^ 
that  they  are  flie  sons  oi  Gko^l^  «»^^  '^^^ 
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the  great  evidence  of  the  love  of  Gt>d»  that 
he  hath  bestowed  this  dignity  on  them. 
The  gracious  purpose  of  God  to  impart 
his  goodness  appears  in  this ;  that  he  hath 
formed  for  himself  so  many  sons,  not  from 
amongst  angels  only,  but  aUo  from  amongst 
men ;  made,  it  is  true,  a  little  lower  than 
they  are,  but  yet  dignified  with  this  appel- 
lation. He  had  not  merely  the  impression 
of  God's  footsteps,  which  all  the  creatures 
have,  but  his  image.  And  most  of  all  in 
this  is  the  rich  grace  of  God  magnified; 
that  when  sin  had  defaced  that  image, 
degraded  man  from  his  honour,  divested 
him  of  that  title  of  sonship,  and  stamped 
our  polluted  nature  with  the  marks  of 
bondage,  yea  with  the  very  image  of  satan ; 
that  out  of  mankind  thus  ruined  and  de- 
generated God  should  raise  to  himself  a 
new  race  of  sons.  For  this  design  was  the 
"Word  made  flesh."  John  i.  12.  The 
Son  of  God  was  made  man,  that  he  might 
make  men  the  sons  of  God.  It  is  by  him 
alone  we  are  restored  to  this  privilege. 
And  that  we  may  know  that  this  divine 
adoption  is  not  a  mere  outward  name,  the 
sonship  of  the  samts  is  denominated  in 

Scripture  a  new  geneT«A\oTv,  ^  tv^-^  \svs\fe.. 

They  are  '^begotteivo?  Gco^Lr  \  ^^teo.^. 
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.  A  new  being,  a  spiritual  life,  is  com- 
inicated  to  them.  They  are  not  only- 
counted  of  the  family  of  God  by  adop- 
>n ;  but  by  this  new  birth  they  are  indeed 
J  children,  and  partakers  of  the  divine 
ture.  Hence  we  learn  that  true  conver- 
in  is  not  so  slight  a  work  as  it  is  commonly 
counted.  It  is  not  merely  the  reforma- 
»n  of  some  bad  habits ;  it  is  a  new  creation, 
lough  it  be  but  a  change  of  qualities ; 
t  it  is  such  an  one  as  bears  the  name  of 
most  essential  and  substantial  change, 
•om  "  children  of  disobedience,"  and  that 
lich  is  linked  with  it,  "  children  of  wrath," 
be  "sons  of  God  and  heirs  of  glory." 
tiey  have  a  new  spirit  given  them ;  a  free, 
incely,  noble  spirit ;  and  this  spirit  influ- 
ces  their  life  and  actions.  Consider  this 
gnity ;  and  be  kindled  with  an  ambition 
)rthy  of  it.  How  doth  a  Christian  pity 
at  poor  vanity  that  men  make  so  mucn 
count  of,  their  kindred  and  extraction! 
0  be  of  the  highest  blood  royal,  sons  of  thq 
ing  of  kings,  and  in  the  nearest  relation 
him,  is  indeed  worth  glorying  in.  This 
Ids  matchless  honour  to  that  birth  which 
so  honourable  in  the  esteem  of  tlve  ^wost^A.. 
at  we  all  suppose  ouxseVve^  \.o\>^  ^^  *^k!®» 
mber;   whilst  it  is  too  eV\9Lei\\.  ^^^'^  ^ 
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many  this  is  a  false  confidence.  There  is 
no  appearance  of  the  Spirit  of  God;  not  a 
trace  of  his  footsteps.  *'  As  many  as  are 
led  by  the  Spirit  of  Grod,  they  are  the  sons 
of  God."  Rom.  viii.  14.  ''  If  ye  know  that 
he  is  righteous,"  says  St.  John,  '^ye  know 
that  every  one  that  doeth  righteousness  is 
borA  of  him."  And  how  contrary  to  the 
most  holy  God,  the  lover  and  fountain  of 
holiness,  are  they  that  delight  in  the  de- 
basing pleasures  of  sin !  Do  children  love 
to  dishonour  their  father'*  name?  No: 
earthiy-mindedness  is  a  countersign.  Shall 
the  king's  children, "  they  that  were  brought 
up  in  scarlet,"  as  Jeremiah  laments,  "em- 
brace the  dunghill?"  Lam.  iv.  5.  Princes, 
by  their  high  birth  and  education,  have 
usually  their  hearts  filled  with  far  higher 
thoughts  than  mean  persons;  they  think 
either  of  conquest  or  of  governing  kin^oms. 
Are  you  not  bom  to  a  better  inheritance, 
if  indeed  bom  again?  Why  do  you  then 
debase  yourselves  ?  Why  are  you  not 
more  in  prayer  ?  There  are  no  dumb 
children  amon^  those  that  are  bom  of  God; 
they  have  all  that  spirit  of  prayer,  by  which 
they  not  only  8pea\L,\wA.t2rj  Maiha,  Father. 
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HYMN 

Far  Saturday  Mormng. 

Now  let  our  souls  on  wings  sublime 
Rise  from  the  vanities  of  time ; 
Draw  back  the  parting  veil^  and  see 
The  glories  of  eternity. 

Bom  by  a  new  celestial  birth, 
Why  should  we  grovel  here  cm  earth  ? 
Why  grasp  at  transitory  toys, 
So  near  to  heaven's  eternal  joys  ? 

Shall  aught  beguile  us  on  the  road. 
When  we  aire  walking  back  to  God ! 
For  strangers  into  life  we  cotte^ 
And  dying  is  but  going  home. 

To  dwdl  with  God,  and  feel  his  love. 
Imparts  l3ie  bliss  enjoyM  above ; 
How  sweet  the  expectation  now, 
The  early  dawn  of  heaven  below. 

PRAYER 

for  Saturday  Morning. 

O  Lord  our  God,  unto  wh<Ha  all  hearts 
ire  open,  who    knowest  our  downsitting 
md  our  uprising,  and  •undet^Vwi^^'^  ^s^a. 
loughts  afar  off,  how  mucVv  TKa«\.\3K^  ^^^^ 
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and  holy  eyes  see  in  us  which  th< 
not  approve!  We  must  confess 
have  not  entertained  those  thoug 
cherished  that  regard  so  justly 
Thee,  the  author  of  our  being 
father  of  our  mercies ;  and  though 
have  been  restrained  by  thy  gra< 
fluences  from  taking  part  with  th 
workers  of  iniquity;  yet  how  mu 
we  lived  without  Goa  in  the  woi 
have  we  resisted  thy  authority !  abi 
goodness ;  neglected  thine  ordinanc 
slighted  the  Gospel  of  thv  dear  S 
little  have  we  been  restramed  by  t 
and  actuated  by  thy  love;  alas, 
have  we  lived  to  thy  glory,  that  m* 
teously  might  we  have  been  dealt 
ungodly ;  and  driven  away  as  chal 
the  wind !  And  even  now,  if  brou: 
judgment,  how  could  we  stand  in 
gregation  of  the  righteous,  and 
among  the  sons  of  God ! 

But,  O  Lord,  there  is  forgiven 
thee,  that  thou  mayest  be  feared ; 
thee  is  plenteous  redemption.  Be 
to  have  mercy  upon  us,  for  the  sake 
who  came  that  ne  m\g\vt  turn  awa; 
liness  from  Jacob ;  aw^i  \n\\o\^'3^^  ^ 
his  own  body  on  the  tTce. 
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For  his  sake  pour  down  upon  us,  we  pray 
thee,  the  influences  of  thy  regenerating  and 
sanctifying  grace;  adopt  us  into  thy  family, 
place  us  among  thy  children,  and  make  us 
the  sons  and  daughters  of  the  Lord  Al- 
mighty. Bestow  upon  us  thy  wondrous 
love;  give  us  a  new  heart  and  a  right 
spirit ;  henceforward  may  thy  law  be  our 
delight ;  may  we  meditate  on  it  continually ; 
and  may  we  become  like  trees  planted  by 
the  rivers  of  waters,  bringing  forth  fruit  in 
their  season. 

Grant,  O  Grod,  that  this  day  we  may  ex- 
perience the  blessedness  of  those  who  walk 
not  in  the  counsel  of  the  ungodly,  nor  stand 
in  the  way  of  sinners,  nor  sit  in  the  seat  of 
the  scornful.  May  our  ways  be  directed  to 
keep  thy  statutes.  And,  ao  thou,  O  Lord, 
so  control  our  plans  and  purposes,  and  so 
regulate  and  bless  all  our  undertakings, 
that  a  happy  and  holy  prosperity  may  attend 
our  steps.  May  we  not  be  tempted  to  do 
or  say  aiiy  thing  that  shall  have  an  unhal- 
lowed influence  on  our  characters,  our  hope, 
or  our  profession.  And  grant  that  as  obe- 
dient children  we  may  not  fafibion  ourselves 
according  to  the  former  lusts  iw  wvx  v^ss^- 
rance;   hut  as  He  v?\vo  ^va\\v  e"siS^^^  ^^^  ^^ 
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holy>  so  may  we  be  holy  in  all  maimer  of 
conversation. 

Most  gracious  God^  let  thy  heavenly 
blessing  rest  on  all  around  us ;  may  none  of 
those  we  love,  and  with  whom  we  dwell,  be 
left  to  live,  and  at  last  to  perish,  as  chil- 
dren of  the  wicked  one. 

O  thou  God  of  peace,  who  didst  bring 
again  from  the  dead  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
that  great  shepherd  of  the  sheep,  through 
the  blood  of  the  everlasting  covenant,  make 
us  perfect  in  every  good  work,  to  do  thy 
will ;  working  in  us  that  which  is  well  pleas- 
ing in  thy  sight,  through  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord.  To  whom  with  thyself,  O  Father, 
and  the  blessed  Spirit,  be  all  honour  aud 
glory  now  and  for  ever.     Amen. 

HYMN 

For  Saturday  Evening. 

Safely  through  another  week 

God  has  brought  us  on  our  way 
Let  us  now  a  blessing  seek 

On  th'  approaching  sabbath  day  : 
Day  of  all  the  week  the  best ; 
Emblem  oi  eUrasiX  t«&\.\ 
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Mercies  multiplied  each  hour 

Through  the  week  our  praise  demand : 
Guarded  by  Almighty  pow'r, 
Fed  and  guided  by  his  hand : 
Tho'  ungrateful  we  have  been, 
Only  made  returns  of  sin. 

While  we  pray  for  pard'ning  grace 

Through  our  great  Redeemer's  name, 
Shew  thy  reconciled  face. 

Shine  away  our  sin  and  shame : 
From  our  worldly  care  set  free, 
May  we  rest  this  night  with  thee. 

When  the  mom  shall  bid  us  rise. 
May  we  feel  thy  presence  neai* : 
May  thy  glory  meet  our  eyes, 
When  we  in  thy  house  appear  : 
There  afford  us.  Lord,  a  taste 
Of  our  everlasting  feast. 

May  thy  gospel's  joyful  sound 

Conquer  sinners,  comfort  saints : 
Make  the  fruits  of  grace  abound ; 
Bring  relief  for  all  complaints. 
Thus  may  all  our  sabbaths  prove 
Till  we  join  the  church  above ! 

PRAYER 

For  Saturday  Evening, 

O  Lord  our  God,  wlio  art  o\ex  ^^^'sjs.^^ 
r  ever;  and  needest  not  XXic  ^c-ysSr-^^  ^*^ 
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men  or  angels  to  make  the  least  addition  to 
thy  glory :  we  bless  thee,  that  thou  hast  been 
pleased  in  love  to  our  souls  to  appoint,  that 
we  should  wait  upon  thee  in  the  duties  of 
thy  worship,  and  engage  in  that  immediate 
service,  which  is  the  bussful  employment  of 
the  hosts  of  heaven. 

But  though  thou,  O  Lord,  canst  not  need 
us,  nor  any  thing  of  ours :  we  stand  in  con- 
tinual need  of  Thee ;  of  thy  compassion  and 
forgiveness,  thy  grace  and  ^idance,  thy 
blessing  and  assistance.  Witnout  these  we 
must  be  for  ever  wretched,  without  hope  of 
escaping  the  misery  due  to  our  sins,  or  at- 
taining that  glory  which  is  the  free  gift  of 
God  in  Christ  Jesus. 

To  thee  therefore,  O  Almighty  God,  do 
we  lift  up  our  eyes.  All  our  expectation  is 
from  thee :  still  would  we  call,  and  wait, 
and  depend  upon  thee,  till  thou  have  mercy 
upon  us.  O  blot  out  our  transgressions  as 
a  cloud;  and  justify  us  freely  by  thy  grace, 
through  the  redemption  that  is  in  Christ 
Jesus.  Bless  us,  O  God  of  our  salvation,  in 
turning  every  one  of  us  from  our  iniquities, 
and  in  giving  us  grace  to  live  according  to 
thy  holy  word. 

To  this  end  we  "beaee^  ^^^,  Q  \jsA,\j^   ( 
enlighten  our  daxk  mm^A  ^"^"^^  "^^  \«Msa. 
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of  thy  siitving  truth.     Beform  our  rebellious 
wills^  and  incline  them  to  a  eheerful  com- 

Sliance  with  the  motions  of  thy  good  Spirit, 
legulate  our  unruly  passions ;  purify  all 
our  affections ;  convert  everj  faculty  of  our 
souls^  and  make  us  fit  temples  for  the  Holy 
Ghost. 

We  desire  most  thankfully  to  acknowledge 
thine  undeserved  goodness  in  bringing  us 
safely  to  the  close  of  another  week^  and  in  the 
mercies  thou  hast  bestowed  upon  us  during 
the  course  of  it.  O  keep  us  ever  mindful  of 
the  shortness  of  time^  and  the  uncertainty  of 
our  continuance  in  this  world.  Make  us 
more  deeply  concerned  for  our  everlasting 
welfare ;  and  more  careful  to  improve  every 
present  mod  for  our  soul's  eternal  advan- 
tage. Let  the  work  of  thy  grace  be  daily 
advancing  in  our  hearts^  tiiat  we  may  grow 
in  grace  as  we  grow  in  years^  and  be  ccm- 
tinually  ripening  for  the  fiill  enjoyment  of 
thy  fflory. 

We  pray  thee,  O  Lord,  to  continue  to  us 
thy  favour  and  thy  fatherly  protection  this 
night.  And  as  we  go  to  rest  after  the  la- 
bours of  the  day,  so  help  us  daily  to  do  thy 
work  upon  earth,  that  at  the  cloefeaC\sSfe^^ 
may  enter  that  rest  which  ieis\^ivafik05v^^\.'"5K^ 
people, 
^it  us,  we  beseech  thee,  fox  \5k5  «.eTN\K,e,^^ 
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the  approaching  sabbath :  and  enable  us 
diligently  to  improve  every  means  of  grace 
it  may  afford,  in  humble  dependence  on  thy 
blessing.  May  Christ  be  preached  to  our 
ears  by  thy  ministers,  and  to  our  hearts  by 
thy  blessed  Spirit,  to  the  destruction  of  our 
sins,  and  the  sanctification  and  salvation  of 
our  souls.  O  prepare  thy  ministers  for  their 
solemn  work.  May  they  come  forth  in  the 
fulness  of  the  blessing  of  the  gospel  of  peace : 
and  while  they  preach  Christ  and  his  salva- 
tion to  others,  may  they  feel  his  love  in  their 
own  souls.  May  thy  word  drop  as  the  rain, 
and  distil  as  the  dew  upon  thy  people.  May 
dead  sinners  feel  its  quickening  power,  and 
thy  saints  its  everlasting  consolations.  May 
weak  hearts  be  strenffthened.  To  those  who 
mourn  in  Zion,  do  thou  appoint,  O  Lord, 
beauty  for  ashes,  the  oilof  joy  for  mourning, 
and  the  garment  of  praise  for  the  spirit  of 
heaviness. 

Bless  and  keep  all  who  are  near  and  dear 
to  us ;  may  thev  know  the  love  of  Christ 
which  passeth  Icnowledge,  and  enjoy  that 
peace  which  passeth  all  understanding. 
May  our  enemies  be  blessed  of  thee.  These 
^supplications  for  o\it^e\Ne^  «wl  others,  we 
beseech  thee,  O  A\m\^\.\  ^oftL^v^Viwxvi^^ 

answer,  for   the   sa^ii^  qi  ox«  ^5^  ^w». 

Ghriat.     Amen. 
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MEDITATION 

Far  the  Lord*S'Day  Morning. 

THE  FERVENT  PRAYER. 

"And  there  is  none  that  calleth  upon  thy 
'^  name,  that  stirreth  up  himself  to  take  hold  of 
"  thee :  for  thou  hast  hid  thy  face  from  us,  and 
''  hast  consumed  us,  because  of  our  iniquities/' 
— Isaiah  Ixiv.  7, 

Those  that  would  take  hold  of  God  in 
prayer  so  as  to  preyail  with  him,  must  stir 
up  themselves  to  do  it :  all  that  is  within  us 
must  be  employed  in  the  duty,  our  thoughts 
fixed,  and  our  affections  ardent. 

To  pray  is  to  take  hold  of  God  by  faith ; 
to  take  hold  of  the  promises  and  the  de- 
clarations God  has  made  of  his  good  will 
to  us,  and  to  plead  them  with  him :  to  take 
hold  of  him,  as  of  one  who  is  about  to  de- 
part from  us,  earnestly  begging  of  him  not 
to  leave  us;  or  of  one  thatAS  dL^^^^X.^^^^^^- 
citwff  his  return :  to  take  ^o^d^  oS.  V\xsv  ?^^s» 


344  SIXTH   WEEK. 

that  wrestles  takes  hold  of  him  he  wr< 
with ;  for  the  seed  of  Jacob  so  wrestle 
him  as  to  prevail.  All  that  is  withi 
must  be  engaged  and  summoned  intc 
service.  We  must  stir  up  the  gift  tl 
in  us,  by  a  consideration  of  the  work  tl 
before  us,  and  a  close  application  of 
to  it. 

But  how  can  we  expect  God  should 
to  us  in  the  ways  of  mercy,  when  we  ne 
to  do  this ;  when  those  that  profess  1 
intercessors  are  mere  triflers  ?  No  wo 
if  our  profession  of  religion  wither  ai 
grow  dry  and  sapless;  no  wonder  if 
turn  away  his  face  from  us ;  no  wont 
he  put  us  in  the  furnace  of  trial;  not  it 
to  consume  us  as  dross,  but  to  melt 
gold ;  to  refine  and  new  pould  us- 

When  he  saith  to  us,  '^  Return,  ye  1 
sliding  children,"  should  we  not  re 
reply,  ''  Behold  we  come  unto  thee,  for 
art  the  Lord  our  God?"  If  he  speak 
by  way  of  conviction  and  reproof  ougl 
not  to  answer,  ^'Father,  we  have  si 
against  heaven  and  in  thy  sight,  an< 
no  more  worthy  to  be  called  thy  childi 
If  he  speak  to  us  by  way  of  comfort,  o 
we  not  to  reply  in.  'pT2JvBe!&'^.  \^^^V2rq^ 
can  we  be  at  a  loaa  iot  «ome\JDMi%\a 
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him  ?  something  for  our  hearts  to  pour  out 
before  him,  whose  grace  has  already  im- 
parted a  desire  after  it  ?  We  may  rest  as- 
sured, and  should  pray  in  this  assurance, 
that  wherever  God  finds  a  praying  heart  he 
will  be  found  a  prayer-hearing  God. 

O  our  God,  estrange  us  from  everything 
that  will  not  let  us  love  thee  with  all  our 
heart,  and  soul,  and  strength.  O  that  we 
were  more  sensibly  affected  with  the  know- 
ledge and  love  of  thy  perfections :  that  at 
least  thy  sparing  and  forbearing  mercy  might 
fill,  and  everlastingly  possess  our  hearts  with 
admiration;  that  so  we  may  with  the  greatest 
sorrow  and  grief  bewail  our  offences  against 
such  tender  compassion  towards  us.  O  let 
the  love  of  Christ  constrain  us;  may  we 
look  unto  Jesus,  till  we  feel  that  we  do  in- 
deed love  him ;  that  he  is  all  our  salvation, 
and  all  our  desire. 


HYMN 

For  the  Lord^s-Day  Morning, 

Prayer  is  the  soul's  sincere  desire 

Utter'd  or  unexpress'd ; 
The  motion  of  a  hidden  fe^ 

That  trembles  in  ttve\>Te»»X.. 
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Prayer  is  the  burden  of  a  sigh. 

The  fitlling  of  a  tear ; 
The  upward  glancing  of  an  eye. 

When  none  but  Ghod  is  near. 

Prayer  is  the  simplest  form  of  speech 

That  infant  lips  can  try ; 
Prayer,  the  sublimest  strains  that  reach 

Tlie  Majesty  on  high. 

Prayer  is  the  Christian's  vital  breath, 
The  Christian's  native  air ; 

His  watch-word  at  the  gates  of  death : 
He  enters  heaven  with  prayer. 

Prayer  is  the  contrite  sinner's  voice. 

Returning  from  his  ways  ; 
While  angels  in  their  songs  rejoice, 

And  cry,  "  Behold  he  prays." 

In  prayer  on  earth  the  saints  are  one, 
In  word,  and  deed,  and  mind  : 

When  with  the  Father  and  his  Son 
Sweet  fellowship  they  find. 

Nor  prayer  is  made  on  earth  alone ; 

The  Holy  Spint  pleads; 
And  Jesus  tm  t\ie  e\.etm\  \:tctw» 
JFor  sinners  itiletcede^. 
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O  Thou  by  whom  we  come  to  God, 
The  Life,  the  Truth,  the  Way  : 

The  path  of  prayer  thyself  hast  trod; 
Lord,  teach  us  how  to  pray. 


PRAYER 

For  the  Lord^S' Day  Morning. 

Holy,  holy,  holy.  Lord  God  Almighty, 
thou  art  glorious  in  holiness,  fearful  m 
praises,  domff  wonders.  What  wonders  of 
goodness  and  mercy  hast  thou  done  for  us 
unworthy  and  sinful  creature9  from  our 
earliest  existence  up  to  the  present  hour ! 

Though  we  have  misimproved  so  many 
precious  seasons  of  grace;  yet  hast  thou 
most  mercifully  brou^t  us  to  behold  another 
of  the  days  of  the  Son  of  man.  O  may  the 
day-star  from  on  high  visit  our  souls,  and 
the  Sun  of  righteousness  arise  upon  us  with 
healing  in  his  wings. 

Help  us  on  this,  the  Lord's  day,  the  type 
of  that  glorious  rest  which  remaineth  for 
the  people  of  God,,  to  rejoice  and  be  exceed- 
ing glad.  Help  us  so  to  remember  the 
resurrection  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  t\\aA. 
our  hearts  may  ascend  to  \)aa  \>KtQ\Na  <2J^^K>a> 
g-Iorjr. 
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O  Lord^  make  thk  day  a  sabbath  to  our 
souls ;  a  day  of  spiritual  improvement^  of 
heavenly  consolation^  and  near  communion 
with  thee.  Banish  from  oar  minds  every 
vain  and  worldly  thought;  and  may  we 
begin  and  spend  it  to  uiy  honour  and  our 
own  salvation. 

Blessed  be  thy  name,  O  heavenly  Father, 
who  hast  pitied  a  sinful  world,  and  given 
thy  dear  Son  to  die  that  we  might  live ;  and 
to  rise  again  that  we  might  be  justified. 
Blessed  l^  our  adorable  Braeemer  who  took 
our  flesh  and  blood,  and  by  his  sufferingi 
and  death  reconciled  us  sinful  creatures  to 
thine  offended  Majesty.  Adored  be  thy 
divine  mercy,  which  sent  thy  glorious  C^08- 
pel  to  this  our  land,  and  has  put  into  our 
nands  the  sacred  volume,  in  which  we  read 
the  covenant  of  grace,  and  learn  the  way  to 
everlasting  life.  Help  us  this  day,  O  Lord, 
to  hear  thy  word,  and  attend  the  ordinances 
of  thy  house  with  pleasure  and  profit. 

O  Holy  Spirit,  assist  and  bless  all  thy 
ministering  servants :  make  them  faithful 
to  thee,  faithful  to  the  truth,  and  faithfal 
to  the  souls  entrusted  to  their  charge.  May 
they  be  mighty  tloxou^lv  thee  to  convince 
the  unconvinced,  to  couNetX\5c^^^wv^»sDL^^T^ 
to  heal  them  that  axe  o^  ^  ^tx\.tv\r.>wkmX. 
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and  to  build  up  believers  in  their  most  holy 
faith. 

Especially  bless  thy  truth  to  our  own 
souls.  O  that  OUT  consciences  may  this 
day  be  awakened>  our  understanding  en- 
lightened, our  wills  bowed  to  the  obedience 
of  faith;  our  affections  fixed  on  heavenly 
things,  and  our  hearts  enriched  with  divine 
graces  and  consolations.  Make  us  fervent 
in  prayer,  and  joyful  in  praise.  Deliver  us 
from  a  wandering  eye  and  heart.  Let  not 
vain  thoughts  lodge  within  us,  or  interrupt 
our  humme  converse  with  thee.  Let  us 
love  the  habitation  of  thy  house,  and  the 
place  where  thy  honour  dwelleth.  And  at 
the  close  of  public  worship,  may  we  find  our 
hearts  the  fitter  for  devout  retirem^iL 

We  pray  thee,  O  Lord,  in  behalf  of  those 
who  shall  be  unwillingly  detained  from  thy 
house;  comfort  them  in  secret;  sanctity 
their  absence;  and  as  they  are  excluded 
from  the  stream,  give  them  to  drink  the 
deeper  at  the  fountain. 

Graciously  accept  this  our  morning  tri- 
bute of  praise  ana  thankssdving  for  Jesus 
Christ's  sake.  In  the  evening  let  our  own 
experience  joyfiilly  testify  that  a.  da^j  «^^x^ 
inneamess  to  God  is  \>ett«\5E«».^^^»s2^xs.^^ 
spent  in  earthly  pleasurea.     KsA.^'^cS^'^^'' 
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are  favoured  with  such  means  of  gprace  and 
foretastes  of  glory,  may  we  look  and  long 
more  ardently  for  the  better  work  and  wor- 
ship of  an  infinitely  better  sabbath  at  thy 
right-hand. 

Hear  O  Lord  in  heaven,  thy  dwelling- 

Slace ;  and  when  thou  hearest  forgive :  and 
o  for  us,  and  for  all  whom  we  would  bear 
on  our  hearts  before  thee,  according  to  the 
riches  of  thy  grace  in  the  great  Redeemer ; 
to  Whom,  with  Thyself,  and  the  Holy  Spirit, 
be  endless  praises.     Amen. 

HYMN 

Vor  the  Lend* S' Day  Evening. 

Jesus,  where'er  thy  people  meet. 
There  they  behold  thy  mercy -seat : 
Where'er  they  seek  thee  thou  art  found ; 
And  ev'ry  place  is  hallow'd  ground. 

For  thou,  within  no  walls  confin'd, 
Inhabitest  the  humble  mind : 
Such  ever  bring  thee  where  they  come ; 
And  going  take  thee  to  their  home. 

Dear  Shepherd  of  thy  chosen  few, 
Thy  former  mercies  Yiftie  Tenew ; 
JHere  to  our  wa\l\u^  ^\)\%  v^w^wsi 
The  sweetness  oiflci^  wi'm%^^wa&- 
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Here  may  we  prove  the  pow  V  of  prayer 
To  strengthen  faith,  and  sweeten  care  : 
To  teach  our  faint  desires  to  rise, 
And  bring  all  heaven  before  our  eyes. 

Lord,  we  are  few,  but  thou  art  near ; 
Nor  short  thine  arm,  nor  deaf  thine  ear :   a 
O  rend  the  heavens,  come  quickly  down. 
And  make  each  wavering  heart  thine  own. 


PRAYER 

For  the  Lord's'Day  Evening. 

Blessed  and  glorious  Majesty^  we  desire 
humbly  to  adore  thee  as  the  God  and  Father 
of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christy  and 
through  him  as  our  reconciled  God  and 
Father.  We  have  none  in  heaven  but  thee^ 
and  there  is  nothing  upon  earth  we  would 
desire  beside  thee.  Thy  favour  is  life,  and 
thy  loving-kindness  is  better  than  life. 
Thou  hast  given  us  all  things  richly  to 
enjoy,  pertaining  both  to  life  and  godliness. 
Eyery  day  hast  thou  loaded  us  with  thy 
benefits. 

On  this  thy  holv  day  thou  hast  taught  us 
the  knowledge  of  thyself,  and  of  thy  dear 
Son,  whom  to  know  is  \\5e  eVeTsvA*   T^^xi. 
bast  set  before  us  life  and  dciaJCcv,^^^^'^'*^' 
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and  cursing,  good  and  evil,  that  we  might 
flee  fixim  the  wrath  to  come,  and  secure  the 
blessings  of  thy  people.  Thou  hast  shewed 
us  the  evil  of  sm,  the  danger  of  an  unccm- 
verted  state,  and  the  riches  of  pardoning 
ffrace  and  love.  Thou  hast  invited  us  by 
niy  precious  promises,  and  hast  opened  to 
our  view  the  glories  of  thy  heavenly  king- 
dom. 

We  thank  thee  if  holiness  has  in  any  de- 

free  appeared  to  us  in  its  beauty,  sin  in  its 
eformitv,  Christ  in  his  all-sumciency  to 
save,  and  thy  Holy  Spirit  in  his  gracious  in- 
fluences to  renew  our  natures,  and  fit  us  for 
a  perfect  sabbath  at  thy  ri^ht-hand.  Adored 
be  thine  infinite  mercy,  if  any  of  us  have 
experienced  thy  recovering  grace !  If  thou 
hast  plucked  us  as  brands  out  of  the  burn- 
ing :  if  thy  pardoning  love  hath  delivered 
us  fix>m  guilt  and  condemnation,  let  our 
souls  here  find  a  refdge  from  thine  eternal 
wrath.  [*To  us  thy  promises  are  all  yea 
and  amen  in  Christ  Jesus.  Satan,  the  world, 
and  death  are  overcome  for  us.  O  death! 
where  is  thy  sting  ?  O  grave !  where  is  thy 
tictary  ?  [Because  Christ  lives  we  shall  live 
also.    Because  out  \iead  is  glorified  we  shall 

v^Baifer  cannot  rise  so  lugb. 
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be  glorified  with  him..  Once  we  were  dead 
in  sm,  but  are  now  quickened  to  spiritual 
life.  Long  were  we  in  ignorance  and  un- 
belief, but  are  now  light  in  the  Lord.  Too 
long  were  we  carnal,  sold  under  sin,  but  the 
Holy  Spirit  hath  renewed  us  in  the  law  of 
our  mind.  Blessed  be  the  God  and  Father 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  hath  blessed 
us  with  all  spiritual  blessings  in  heavenly 
things  in  Christ.  O  that  every  soul  now  in 
thy  presence,  not  one  excepted,  may  bear 
for  itself  a  joyful  part  in  these  thanksgivings 
and  praises.  And  why.  Lord,  are  we  re- 
generated and  sanctified,  but  to  love,  and 
praise,  and  serve  thee  ?  We  beseech  thee, 
perfect  these  weak  and  languid  graces. 
Make  us  more  holy,  and  heavenly,  and 
bring  us  nearer  to  thyself  in  faith  and  love, 
that  we  may  rise  higher  in  thy  praises.] 

Lord  pardon  the  sins  of  our  holy  things. 
Give  us  grace  to  live  a  life  of  communion 
with  thee,  both  in  the  diligent  use  of  thine 
ordinances,  and  a  watchful  observance  of  thy 
providences,  trusting  in  thee  at  all  times, 
pouring  out  our  hearts  before  thee,  and  re- 
joicing in  thy  love  and  favour.  What  we 
know  not  do  thou  teach  us ;  and  wherein  we 
have  done  iniquity  help  \X8  to  ^o  ^oxva^cws^^. 
JFix  our  affections  on  thines  ^too^e,  '»xv^^a'^ 
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and  relations  may  we  glorifjr  thee,  no 
a  eood  conscience,  and  welcome  th; 
wifl  with  a  lively  hope,  and  holy  joi 
salvation  by  Jesus  (jhrist.  When  v 
to  die  may  we  have  clear  evidences  : 
ven,  finish  our  course  with  joy,  and 
trance  be  ministered  unto  us  abu 
into  the  everlasting  kingdom  of  ou 
and  Saviour. 

Graciously  afford  us  every  perso 
family  blessmg.  Take  us  unaer  t 
tection  this  night :  be  with  us  in  all  o 
through  the  week  on  which  we  are  < 
Help  us  to  carry  with  us  into  ev< 
duty,  and  occurrence  the  temper  a 

fiwionfe  n-T  fli-rr    /latr  TV/Tair  two    Irwr    4- 
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grace  and  consolation  be  all  honour  and 
glory.     Amen. 


MEDITATION 

For  Monday  Morning. 

.  '^  Your  threshing  shall  refch  unto  the  vintage : 
''  and  the  vintage  shall  reach  unto  the  sowing  time. 
''  The  ploughman  shall  overtake  the  reaper :  and 
"  the  treader  of  grapes  him  that  soweth  seed." — 
Lev.  xxvi.  5,  and  Amos  ix.  13. 

Duties  are  the  harvests  and  vintages  of 
our  souls.  O  what  blessed  lives  should  we 
live,  did  we  so  improve  and  husband  what 
we  gain  in  one  duty,  that  it  might  last  us 
to  another !  that  the  life,  and  warmth,  and 
refreshment  of  the  last  might  be  retained 
till  the  next;  and  that  thus  we  might  be 
carried  on  in  a  holy,  lively,  and  heavenly 
frame  from  duty  to  duty,  as  Israel  walked 
on  from  strength  to  strength,  till  they  came 
and  appeared  before  God  in  Sion. 

That  which  keeps  us  so  low  and  barren  in 
religion  is,  that  whatever  we  have  obtained 
of  the  Lord  in  duties  or  ordinaxvces*^^"^^- 
sently  lose  it.     When  ^e  \va.Ne  \ie^^  ^<otnr- 
times  weeping  before  ttve  XotSl,  «xv^"^^ 


all,  and  bury  all  that  we  have  thusol 
in  a  confused  heap  of  worldly  thoug' 
business.  We  unbend  and  let  do 
spirits,  and  lay  aside  all  thoughts  < 
till  we  come  to  duty  again.  We 
ourselves  to  live  in  such  an  estranj 
from  God  all  the  rest  of  our  time,  t 
and  the  world  have  a  whole  day's 
pull  down  what  an  hour's  duty  ha 
Duilding;  a  whole  week's  time  to  ( 
and  steal  away  what  a  sabbath  hath 
in :  and  at  the  returns  of  duty  we  f 
hearts  at  the  same  loss,  in  the  sam< 
ness  and  hardness  that  they  were  befo 
the  Old  Testament,  though  the  sa 
were  offered  but  momina'  and  eveni 
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take  so  little  care  to  keep  it  alive,  that  it  is 
quite  out  before  the  evening ;  and  when  we 
come  to  offer  our  evening  sacrifice,  we  have 
no  fire  to  kindle  it. 

Brethren,  hath  the  Lord  visited  you,  and 
quickened  you  in  duty  ?  Oh !  think  with 
yourselves,  what  a  sweet  life  should  I  live, 
might  it  be  thus  with  me  always !  what  a 
pity  it  is  that  such  light  should  ever  go  out : 
that  such  grace  should  be  so  short-lived ! 
If  I  do  not  look  to  myself  better,  this  sun- 
shine will  last  but  a  little  while ;  and  how 
will  the  Lord  take  it,  if  I  suffer  the  sparks 
which  he  hath  kindled  so  suddenly  to  be 
quenched  ?  How  is  my  soul  like  to  prosper 
if,  for  an  hour  I  am  in  the  mount  with  God, 
raised  up  to  heaven  for  the  time ;  and  then 
within  a  few  hours  after,  sunk  into  the  mire 
of  the  earth  ?  What  a  sad  change  is  this ! 
When  will  your  souls  come  to  any  thing  if 
you  have  only  some  few  such  lucid  intervals, 
and  all  the  rest  of  your  time  covered  over 
with  clouds  and  darKness  ?  Beloved,  if  ever 
you  expect  to  prosper  in  grace,  or  be  settled 
in  peace,  be  careful  of  maintaining  your 
praying  comforts.  Do  not  think  to  make 
use  of  them  to  save  you  the  labour  o€  ^^^<Kt 
care;  hut  to  help  you  to  \>e  xc^e;  <:»x<s^vn^ 
and  fruitful.     Let  your  e^e  \ie  \sv>xOsi^^^i^^^^ 
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Jour  hearts :  observe  diligently  how  they 
old  up  or  sink ;  that  so  if  there  be  the  least 
damp  or  decay  growing  upon  you,  you  may 
observe  it  before  it  is  gone  too  far.  It  is 
no  wonder  that  we  lose  au  upon  such  a  sud- 
den, if  as  soon  as  our  duties  are  over  we  go 
away  and  think  no  more  where  we  have  been, 
or  what  we  have  been  about ;  as  if  we  were 
well  content  to  take  our  leave  of  our  duties 
and  our  God  together!  When  you  come 
from  your  closets  still  watch  your  hearts; 
see  to  it,  that  the  temptations  you  meet  with 
do  not  so  easily  divert  your  thoughts  from 
what  you  have  been  begging  or  wrestling 
for  on  your  knees.  Often  fift  up  your  hearts 
to  the  Ijord  in  short  ejaculations.  No  busi- 
ness, no  company  can  hinder  this  duty :  ieaid 
this  will  be  a  special  advantage  to  you ;  there- 
fore neglect  it  not.  Every  sigh  or  breath- 
ing of  your  soul  heavenward  will  fetch 
down  &esh  influences  from  heaven  upon 
you! 

Let  us  make  present  use  of  what  we  have 
obtained.  God  gives  grace,  and  strength, 
and  life,  for  our  use ;  and  use  will  preserve 
it.  Hath  the  Lord  warmed  thy  heart  ?  go 
warm  thy  brother's  Yve^xt,  and  that  will  keep 
thine  own  from  coo^xvg.  ^^xJcl^^^^n^^ol 
comfortably  to  t\vj  wxsl'l  %o«5A.%^^iii.^\ 
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thy  God,  and  vthaX  he  hath  done  for  thee,  to 
others.  Hath  God  inclined  and  thereby 
fitted  thee  for  action  ?  take  the  season  for 
doing  good  in  which  thou  canst  best  shew 
thy  love  to  that  Saviour  who  loved  us  and 
gave  himself  for  us. 

HYMN 

Far  Monday  Morning. 

Our  God  is  love ;  and  all  his  saints 

His  image  bear  below  : 
The  heart  with  love  to  God  inspir'd* 

With  love  to  man  will  glow. 

O  may  we  love  each  other,  Lord, 

As  we  are  lov'd  of  thee  : 
For  none  are  ttuly  born  of  God 

Who  live  in  enmity. 

Heirs  of  the  same  immortal  bliss, 
Our  hopes  and  fears  the  same ; 

The  cords  of  love  our  hearts  should  bind 
The  law  of  love  inflame. 

So  shall  the  vain  contentious  world 

Our  peaceful  lives  approve ; 
And  wond'ring  say,  as  they  of  old, 
"  See  how  these  ChT\s\.\a.Ti^\«^^^^'' 
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PRAYER 

For  Monday  Morning, 

A   FAMILY   THANKSGIVING. 

Bless  the  Lord,  O  our  souls !  O  Lord 
our  God^  thou  art  very  great,  and  clothed 
with  honour  and  majesty !  Thou  coverest 
thyself  with  light  as  with  a  garment.  Thou 
stretchest  out  the  heavens  like  a  curtain. 
Thou  hast  laid  the  foundations  of  the  earth, 
that  they  should  not  be  moved.  The  world 
is  thine,  O  Lord,  and  the  fulness  thereof. 
Thou  hast  founded  it  on  the  seas,  and  esta- 
blished it  on  the  floods.  And  all  that  dwell 
not  only  on  this  earth,  but  in  all  places  of 
thy  boundless  dominion,  are  thine ;  the  crea- 
tures of  thy  power,  the  children  of  thy  pro- 
vidence, and  the  subjects  of  thy  govern- 
ment. 

We  who  are  but  a  small  part  of  thy  fa- 
mily on  earth  are  met  together  with  the 
return  of  another  day,  to  adore  and  magnify, 
to  bless  and  praise  tny  holy  name  :  for  that 
thy  name  is  near,  thy  wondrous  works  of 
goodness  and  never-failing  mercy  declare. 
We  have  lain  us  down  and  slept,  and  are 
again  awaked  the^vva^X^Y^^^&^^^^s  lie- 
cause  thou  O  liOrdYvasX.  ^>3fiX^is\$i^\»-    ^>w. 
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voice  shalt  thou  hear  in  the  monung :  ^  In 
the  morning  will  we  direct  our  prayer  to  theJs 
and  look  up.'*  Thine  we  are>  and  mee  would 
we  serve.  We  will  praise  tiieo^  O  Lord^  as 
lon^  as  we  have  any  being. 

We  conunit  ourselves  and  all  belonginsp 
to  us  to  thy  special  care^  protection,  and 
guidance  through  this  day.  We  are  enter* 
mg  on  a  day  of  business  ;  be  with  us,  O  Lord, 
we  beseech  thee,  in  all  our  honest  and  lawful 
undertakings.  Enable  us  to  be  diligent, 
upright,  and  fiiithfulin  our  several  employ- 
ments and  stations.  Let  not  our  hei^rts  envy 
sinners ;  but  may  we  be  in  the  fear  of  the 
Lord  all  the  day  long.  And  do  thou  who 
art  wonderful  in  counsel  and  excellent  in 
working,  give  us  that  wisdom  which  is  pro- 
fitable to  direct  us  in  our  affairs,  and  crown 
all  with  thy  blessing. 

We  are  entering  oh  aik>ther  day  of  eom^ 
mon  service  and  usefulness  in  life :  O  teach 
us  to  employ  our  talents  and  capacities 
more  and  more  for  thy  honour,  and  to  the 
benefit  of  mankind.  May  we  more  habi- 
tually glorify -thee  in  our  bodies  aAd  spirits, 
which  are  thine. 

We  are  entering  on  a  day  of  tried:  heb^ 

us^  Lord,  we  beseecb  tYiee,  \»  ^jwsjp^  ^spqj^- 

selves  well  through  the  'w\tfAe  ^'t  SXn  "^^^^^^ 
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our  hearts  may  not  justly  reproach  < 
demn  us  for  any  allowed  sin. 

We  are  entering  on  a  day  of  can 
quite  ignorant  about  the  events  of  i1 
known  unto  God  are  all  its  events 
are  under  thy  direction,  and  subject 
control.  Help  us,  that  we  may  hi 
careful  for  notning.  If  it  please  thei 
we  pass  this  day  in  a  comfortable  m 
But  whatever  may  be  thy  will,  may 
patience  and  thankfulness  possess  our 
and  may  the  peace  of  God  which  pass 
understanding  keep  our  hearts  and 
through  Christ  Jesus. 

We  are  entering  on  another  day  that 
us  so  much  nearer  to  our  last  day,  i 
an  awful  unchangeable  eternity.  Jji 
teach  us  to  number  our  days,  that  w 
apply  our  hearts  unto  wisdom.  May 
found  discharging  the  duties  of  eve: 
in  its  season,  and  thus  wait  all  the  d 
our  appointed  time  till  our  change  • 
And  now,  O  Lord,  hear,  accept,  and 
us ;  and  do  for  us  above  all  we  can 
think,  for  Jesus  Christ's  sake.     Ame 
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HYMN 

VoT  Monday  Evening. 

Come  magnify  the  Lord  with  me, 

Come  let  us  all  exalt  his  name : 
I  sought  the  eternal  God,  and  he 

Has  not  exposed  my  hope  to  shame. 

I  told  him  all  my  secret  grief, 

My  secret  groanings  reach'd  his  ears ; 

He  gave  my  inward  pains  relief, 
And  calm'd  the  tumult  of  my  fears. 

To  him  the  poor  lift  up  their  eyes ; 

On  them  his  love  delights  to  shine : 
A  beam  of  mercy  from  the  skies 

Fills  them  with  light  and  joy  divine. 

His  holy  angels  pitch  their  tents 
Around  the  men  that  serve  the  Lord ; 

O  fear  and  love  him  all  his  saints ; 
Taste  of  his  grace,  and  trust  his  word. 

Lord,  we  will  bless  thee  all  our  days. 
Thy  praise  shall  dwell  upon  our  tongue ; 

Our  souls  shall  glory  in  thy  grace, 
While  saints  rejoice  to  hear  our  song. 

PRAYER 

For  Monday  Evening. 

O  most  holy  Lord  (Jod  Almig^hty,  who  is 
God  like  unto  thee,  ^otvom%  \svX^^issss2e^^ 
irful  in  praises,  doiag  -woxk^Lerc^'^  ^\>BSssi. ^^s^ 
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infinitely  blessed  in  thyself,  and  the  gracious 
author  of  all  our  blessings.  Thou  art  the 
only  sovereign  Lord,  who  canst  do  what  thou 

Jleasest  in  heaven  and  earth.     Thou  alone 
ast  everlasting  life  in  thyself,  and  thou 
only  canst  bestow  it  upon  others. 

0  our  God,  we  are  ashamed,  and  blush  to 
lift  up  our  faces  before  thee ;  for  our  iniqui- 
ties are  increased  over  our  heads,  and  our 
trespasses  are  grown  up  even  unto  the  hea- 
vens. If  we  should  attempt  to  justify  our- 
selves, our  own  mouths  would  condemn  us. 
We  have  walked  after  vanity  and  become 
vain:  we  have  forsaken  our  own  mercies. 
Our  hearts  are  bent  to  backslide  from  thee 
the  living  God;  they  are  deceitful  above 
all  things,  and  desperately  wicked. 

Loixi,  we  come  to  thee,  as  the  poor  pub- 
lican, praying,  "  God  be  merciful  unto  me  a 
sinner."     Sprinkle  our  consciences  with  the 
blood  of  Jesus,  and  we  shall  be  clean ;  wash 
us  in  that  crimson  fountain,  and  we  shall  be 
whiter  than  snow.     May  we  be  justified 
freely  through  faith  in  Christ  Jesus.     Let 
us  have  access  unto  that  grace  wherein  thy 
believing  people  stand,  and  rejoice  in  hope 
of  the  glory  of  God.    Let  thy  Spirit  wit- 
ness  with  our  spitils,  \)^«A.  vi^  ^^^^  OkJl^^^ 
of  God,  and  joint  \xe\xs  m\Xi  C?ttm\.. 
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Lord,  give  us  a  wise  and  understanding 
heart :  that  which  we  know  not,  teach  thou 
us.  O  Holy  Spirit,  guide  us  into  all  truth, 
and  make  us  to  understand  wherein  we 
have  erred.  Make  thy  way  plain  before 
our  face.  Lord,  give  us  to  believe,  and 
make  us  strong  in  faith,  giving  glory  to 
God.  Let  our  hearts  be  purified  by  faith ; 
and  by  faith  enable  us  to  overcome  the 
world,  to  resist  the  devil,  and  to  live  con- 
tinually upon  Jesus,  drawing  out  of  his  ful- 
ness grace  for  grace.  Unite  our  hearts  to 
fear  thy  name,  that  we  may  never  depart 
from  thee.  Give  us  grace  to  love  thee 
supremely,  to  delight  ourselves  always  in 
thee,  and  thus  experience  the  fulfilment  of 
the  desires  of  our  souls. 

May  the  very  God  of  peace  sanctify  us 
wholly,  and  may  our  whole  spirit  be  pre- 
served blameless  untp  the  comingof  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.  Let  goodness  and  mercy  fol- 
low us  all  the  days  of  our  life :  and  when 
we  walk  through  the  valley  of  the  shadow 
of  death,  be  thou  with  us  that  we  may  fear 
no  evil.  Biedeem  our  souls  from  the  power 
of  the  grave,  and  at  length  receive  us  to 
thy  glory  through  Jesus  Christ,  our  bVe^^^'^ 
Lord  and  Saviour ;  to  \jVotiv  ^\\5cv  'XNsrj^, 
Bnd  the  Holy  Spirit,  \)e  «Xi  \tfswo>»:  «x^ 
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glory^  thanksgiving  and  praise^  for  e^er  and 
ever.    Amen. 


MEDITATION 

For  Tuesday  Morning, 

god's  love  to  sinful  man. 

"  For  Grod  so  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave 
*'  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  believeth 
*^  in  him  should  not  perish,  but  have  everlasting 
**lifc."-nJohniii.  16. 

God  in  Christ  is  a  God  of  pity  and  com- 
passion to  us ;  a  God  of  patience,  a  God  of 
mercy,  with  whom  is  plenteous  redemption; 
a  God  pardoning  iniquitjr,  and  passing  by 
transgression:  loving  us  in  our  low  estate; 
pardoning  and  washing  us ;  saving  us  firom 
our  sins  and  from  the  wrath  to  come.    Such 
is  the  great  love  that  kindles  ours ;  abused 
love,  provoked  love,  and  yet  jforgiving  love!  i 
They  to  whom  much  is  forgiven,  wul  love  ' 
much !    Now  in  Christ  we  mtve  not  only  an  ! 
interest  in  God,  but  in  some  decree  a  pre-  : 
sent  possession.    ^  He  that  hal£  the  Son,  I 
hath  the  Father  a\sor    N?e  %iefc\sM^>o^  ' 
we  behold  and  taate  \»»  ^jpcAftKi^.^^^  ^>js\ 
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his  presence^  he  dwelleth  in  us,  and  we  in 
him ;  and  hence  we  love,  [and  herein  we 
rejoice.  No  wonder  that  carnal  hearts  are 
strangers  to  this.  But  oh  what  a  sad  wonder 
it  is  that  Saints,  who  have  so  often  mounted 
towards  heaven,  are  yet  no  nearer  home! 
that  they,  whose  feet  are  so  often  on  the 
mountain  of  the  Lord,  should  be  still  so 
much  on  earth ;  so  far  from  God,  when  Grod 
is  amon^  them!  Where,  Christians,  are 
your  affections  ?  How  is  it  they  are  here 
below  ?  What  have  you  here  ?  Your  city 
is  above,  your  home  is  above,  your  Goa, 
your  Jesus,  your  treasure  is  above.  How 
IS  it  that  where  your  treasure  is,  your  hearts 
are  not  also?  that  you  direct  to  heaven 
your  eyes,  your  prayers,  your  complaints, 
your  promises,  and  still  leave  your  hearts 
below?  Did  we  love  our  God  more,  we 
certainly  should  be  more  with  him,  and  to 
better  purpose ;  we  should  not  go  away  with- 
out his  blessing,  nor  throw  it  away  when 
we  had  obtained  it.  Without  this  what  is 
knowledge,  faith,  hope,  and  patience  ?  Dost 
thou  value  thy  soul  t  Is  religion,  is  heaven, 
is  Christ,  is  God  himself,  of  any  account  with 
thee  ?  Then  prize  love  to  (i^A'.  V^^5ws•Q^. 
which  he  is  no  God  to  ftiee',  CVtv^V'^  ^ 
Christ  to  thee;  heaveti  \s  tvo  Vewe^^^ 
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thee:  better  thou  hadst  no  being  than  be 
destitute  of  this.  O  prize  the  love  of  God ; 
prize  and  seek,  prize  and  nray :  pray  as  for 
thy  soul,  as  for  thy  everlasting  kingdom. 
Love  and  thou  wilt  be  holy,  humble,  and 
fruitful :  love  and  thou  wilt  please^  praise, 
and  enjoy  thy  God.  How  little  affeetionate 
warmth  is  there  in  our  spirits  !  Do  we  feel 
our  hearts  tending  upwards,  ascending  in 
our  own  flames ?  We  wish  well  to  his  name 
and  interest,  we  wish  he  were  ours ;  we  wish 
ourselves  his.  Oh !  if  wishing  were  loving, 
what  Christians  should  we  be !  But  doUi 
the  kingdom  of  God  svffer  violence?  the 
kingdom  of  heaven  may  offer  violence  if  it 
will,  and  take  us  by  force ;  but  how  little 
violence  doth  it  suffer !  We  say  we  love 
God;  we  desire  to  be  holy;  but  is  there 
nothing  we  desire  more  ?  0  how  few  cor- 
dial friends  hath  Christ  in  the  world ;  and 
how  little  aflection  from  those  few!  So 
little,  that  we  cannot  tell  ourselves  whe- 
ther it  be  anything  or  nothing.  How  many 
marks  must  we  consider  ere  we  can  prove 
its  existence;  and  yet  at  last  be  still  in 
doubt !  How  few  of  us  can  make  our  ap- 
jpeaJ  to  him,  "liOid,  l\vou  knowest  that  I 
love  thee."  O  Lioxd,  ^o  \W3lY\\v^^Skv^>m 
souls  this  sacred  ^x^\  ^xvd.  \>ftRTi .^i5^  ^>«^ 
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mouth  be  opened;  then  will  we  speak  of 
the  glorious  honour  of  thy  majesty,  and  of 
thy  wondrous  works.  Then  shall  we  sing 
of  the  name  which  the  Lord  hath  claimed; 
"The  Lord,  the  liord  Crod,  merciful  and 
gracious,  forgiving  iniquity,  transgression 
and  sin,  ftill  of  compassion,  slow  to  an^er, 
and  of  great  mercy.  The  Lord  is  good  to 
all,  and  his  tender  mercies  are  over  all  his 
works.  Let  thy  saints  bless  thee ;  let  them 
abundantly  utter  the  memory  of  thy  good- 
ness, and  sing  of  thy  righteousness.  O  our 
God,  thou  art  all  love,  all  goodness,  all 
grace !  let  thy  servants  be  all  love,  and 
praise,  and  joy. 

HYMN 
FcfT  Tuesday  Morning. 

Come  all  harmonious  tongues. 
Your  noblest  music  bring : 
'Tis  Christ, — ^the  everlasting  Ckxl 
And  Christ, — ^the  Man,  we  sing. 

Tell  how  he  took  our  ilesh. 
To  take  away  our  guilt : 
TeJJ  of  the  drops  ot  aacteA.  WwA% 
That  hellish  mon^let^  %^^.* 
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Down  to  the  shades  of  death 
He  bow*d  his  awful  head : 
Yet  he  arose  to  live  and  reign 
When  death  itself  is  dead. 

No  more  the  bloody  spear. 
The  cross  and  nails  no  more : 
For  hell  itself  shakes  at  his  name, 
And  all  the  heav'ns  adore. 

There  the  Redeemer  sits. 
High  on  his  Father's  throne ; 
The  Father  lays  his  vengeance  by, 
And  smiles  upon  his  Son. 


PRAYER 

For  Tuesday  Morning. 

FOR    HOLINESS. 

O  most  gracious  Father,  thou  hast  in- 
vited all  who  feel  their  need  of  thy  grace  to 
come  unto  thee  ;  and  hast  promised  that 
those  who  come  thou  wilt  not  cast  out. 
Thou  fillest  the  hungry  with  good  things, 
whilst  the  rich  are  sent  empty  away.  0 
that  we  may  hunger  and  thirst  after  thy 
pardoning  and  saiicli^mc  grace ;  and  may 
we  desire  nothing  so  tkx3lw\  «•&  \»  ^-x^^wssfeRA 
thy  peace,  thy  favo\vt,«Lna.«K^^ss^^^ 
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We  are  brought  to  the  beginning  of  this 
day  that  therein  we  may  increase  in  the 
knowledge  of  thee,  and  give  thee  glory.  O 
grant  that  this  great  end  of  our  life  may 
be  fully  answered. 

Thou,  O  God,  art  a  holy  God :  Christ 
our  Saviour  is  a  holy  Saviour :  thy  Spirit  is 
the  Holy  Spirit :  thy  heaven  is  a  holy  place  : 
thy  angels  are  holy  angels:  and  thy  re- 
deemed people  are  a  holy  people.  O  Lord, 
make  us  also  holy ;  for  witnout  holiness  we 
cannot  see  thee.  May  our  hearts  be  sepa- 
rated from  sin  to  thee.  May  we  not  only 
abstain  from  sin,  but  really  hate  it,  because 
thou  hatest  it.  May  we  hate  all  sin.  What- 
ever is  inconsistent  with  thy  will,  that  may 
we  abhor. 

May  we  make  conscience  of  our  words  and 
thoughts  as  well  as  of  our  actions.  May 
we  desire  not  so  much  to  appear  good  in  the 
eyes  of  our  fellow  creatures,  as  to  be  so  in 
thy  sight.  May  we  labour  to  approve  our- 
selves to  thee,  thou  heart-searching  God. 
May  thy  word  be  the  rule  of  our  conduct, 
and  thy  glory  the  end  of  our  conversation ; 
for  we  cannot  enter  into  heaven  till  we  are 
thus  made  holy. 

Keep,  we  beseecb  thee,  O  \iat^r^^'^'^^'^^^ 
fioulsmd  bodies  this  dav  v^VOcv  \5k^  ^^'^^- 
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tual  mercy;  and  because  our  weakness  witl 
out  thee  cannot  but  fall^  keep  us  ever  b 
thy  help  from  all  thin^  hurtful ;  and  lea 
us  to  all  things  profitable  for  our  salvation 
May  thy  grace  always  go  before  and  folloi 
us^  and  make  us  continually  to  be  ^ven  t 
all  ^ood  works.  Increase  and  multiply  upo 
us  thy  mercy,  that  thou  bein^  our  riuer  am 
guide  we  may  so  pass  through  things  ten 
poral^  that  mially  we  lose  not  the  thing 
which  are  etemsd.  We  acknowledge  tha 
we  can  do  no  good  thing  without  thee  ;  ( 
grant  us  the  help  of  thy  grace,  that  in  keep 
ing  thy  commandments  we  may  please  the< 
both  in  will  and  deed. 

O  Lord,  as  we  are  dying  sinners,  we  be 

seech  thee,  for  the  sake  of  thy  dear  Son 

mercifiiUy  to  hear  our  prayers,  and  to  spari 

us  who  confess  our  sins  unto  thee ;  that  wi 

4..  whose  consciences  by  sin  are  accused^  by  th; 

f ..  merciful  pardon  may  be  absolved.     Thou 

sands  of  poor  sinners,  O  JiOrd,  who  havi 

2^ :;  been  guilty  like  ourselves,  have  fbund  mere; 

i\  at  thy  hands.     Thy  ear  is  not  become  heav] 

y  that  it  cannot  hear,  nor  is  thy  hand  short 

*/'  ened  that  it  cannot  save.     O  may  we  h 

added  to  the  num\)et  o£  those  who  shall  b( 

monuments  of  tYij  gtwsfe  fct  e^^oasst^. 

We  have  nothing  to  ^\e^m  ^>Mt  ^wnOc 


TUESDAY   EVENING.  373 

half  but  that  Christ  died  to  sate  sinners. 
We  lie  entirely  at  thy  mercy,  and  have  no 
hope  but  in  the  name  of  that  gracious  Lord 
and  Saviour,  whom  thou  hast  exalted  to  give 
repentance  and  remission  of  sin ;  to  him  be 
glory  for  ever  and  ever.     Amen. 

HYMN 

For  Tuesday  Evening. 

Shew  pity,  Lord  ;  O  Lord,  forgive  ; 
Let  a  repenting  rebel  live : 
Are  not  thy  mercies  large  and  free  ? 
May  not  a  sinner  trust  in  thee  ? 

My  crimes  though  great  do  not  surpass 
The  power  and  glory  of  thy  grace : 
Great  God,  thy  nature  hath  no  bound ! 
So  let  thy  pardoning  love  be  found. 

O  wash  my  soul  from  every  sin. 
And  make  my  guilty  conscience  clean ; 
Here  on  my  heart  the  burden  lies, 
And  past  offences  round  me  rise. 

My  lips  with  shame  my  sins  confess 
Against  thy  law,  against  thy  ^race  *. 
Lord,  should  thy  judgment  ^o^  ^es^-^^i.^ 
/  am  condemned,  but  t\io\x  «^X.  cV«ax\ 
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Should  sudden  vengieance  seize  my  breatli, 
I  must  pronounce  thee  just  in  death : 
And  if  my  soul  were  sent  to  hell. 
Thy  righteous  law  approves  it  well. 

Yet  save  a  trembling  sinner,  Lord ; 
Whose  hope,  still  hov'ring  round  thy  word, 
Would  light  on  some  sweet  promise  there, 
Some  sure  support  against  despair. 

PRAYER 

For  Tuesday  Evening. 

A  PENITENTIARY  PRAYER. 

O  Lord  God,  merciful  and  gracious^  who 

wiliest  not  the  death  of  a  sinner,  but  would- 

cst  rather  that  he  turn  and  live  ;  we  feel 

and  confess  that  we  are  sinners  before  thee. 

We   were   born  with    inclinations   to  that 

which  is  evil,  and  have  too  much  followed 

those  inclinations  all  our  lives.     We  have 

lived  at  a  distance  from  thee,  forgetting  our 

own  souls,  and  that  eternal  world  into  which 

we   must   shortly   enter.      We  have  been 

strangers   to   that  holy   and  heavenly  Ufe 

which  can  alone  prepare  us  for  etemalbless-  i 

edness ;  and  witivouX.  \on^  lo  that  adorable  | 

Saviour  who  so\ovedLM^,^VoN^^^,^^^\}sR.i, 

and  died  for  us\  Vf  V\>ii  viVv^V.  ^^^OCx^^>sk^. 


yeamTd "?;"«*  moved '"S^«cWo«f 
w,         relent.     Sfi.?^'    *>«*  our  hi  ^o^passk 

ag-ain  /    x^-j  "*  ^^o^  soon  did  it  h?^  «« 

contrition  dIo„.  ^**  deep  J°,T^  ^aci 

ye  have  tatt?^"'  "«*  to  be  r!      ""^P^nt- 

tianname/S;roftP°°  °««e]ve8  "f ''^^d  of. 

*h«  di^ionou^^of g'' «^a«  •'  iav:;^.:,?^ 

}^«Jigion.     "vv-^"*  ^9^  and  the  wf  ^^^^'  to 

have  often  «     ,  '^"fess,   O   T    ^'^^redit  of 

^dthylov.^Shctedthy^^^^^d'  that   v.e 

Perfo4eJi;^°'*  J^**  ou?r^.-^'?"'*«%iI- 
nianne^  w\'°^'^'  «^«g^i  f  !,V«  C 
thou  hl,t  XlnT'  "°*S^^'S^*^««« 
«dificatio„E  "/n*°  %ff?oS  *^"*«^ents 

ff^aces  anr?         .^^^ieworM*        ^^  have 

tailed  ove?«r^  ««'  and    tem^f  ^¥pt.  has 

conformed  to  ;j  ^"^«'     ^e  S^?°»  Pref 

*^^^Ve/conti^  ''^^^^^^^  o?  TW^  "'"^h 
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low  our  hopes  as  members  of  thy  sjnritiial 
church,  and  recipients  of  thy  grace.  What 
a  slow  progress  nave  we  made  in  the  ways 
of  holiness !  How  frequent  and  strong  have 
been  the  workings  of  unbelief,  pride,  passion, 
envy,  and  uncharitableness ! 

Lord,  how  have  our  sins  been  aggravated 
by  the  love  and  mercy  thou  hiEist  shewn  to 
us,  andthelon^  experience  we  have  had  of 
thy  bounty  ana  goodness  !  Though  thou  art 
our  God,  how  often  have  we  offended  against 
thee !  though  thou  art  our  Father,  how  often 
have  we  displeased  thee !  How  have  we  by 
our  sins  wounded  that  Redeemer  who  died 
for  us,  and  grieved  that  Holy  Spirit  who  has 
comforted  us !  O  for  a  broken  heart  and  a 
contrite  spirit!  O  for  inward  shame  and 
heartfelt  remorse !  O  that  our  stony  hearts 
might  be  broken,  and  be  turned  into  hearts 
of  flesh ! 

Thou  hast  merciftiUy  invited  those  who 
are  weary  and  heavy  laden  to  come  unto 
thee,  ana  hast  promised  that  thou  wilt  re- 
fresh them.  O  let  us  experience  the  re- 
freshing influences  of  thy  grace  on  our  Bovtk 
this  evening.  Remember  not  our  offences, 
wju'ch  are  many  and  great,  neither  take  thou 
vengeance  of  out  sms.  'BuX.  ^^'ox^  \»,  ^gswi 
LoTdj  spare  us  wliom  ^o>a^  ^J^»^  \^%«ia^ 
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with  thy  mc»st  precious  blood>  and  be  not 
angry  with  us  for  ever.  We  ask  for  repent- 
ance, for  mercy,  for  pardon  and  grace,  only 
through  the  merits  and  mediation  of  him 
who  loved  us,  and  gave  himself  for  us :  in 
whom  we  hope  to  be  found  living  and  dying, 
and  for  ever.     Amen. 


MEDITATION 

For  fFednefday  Morning. 

SPIRItUAL  JOT. 

"And  these  things  write  we  unto  you,  that 
"  your  joy  may  be  full." — 1  John  i.  4. 

The  Gospel  dispensation  is  not  a  dispen- 
sation of  fear,  sorrow,  and  dread ;  but  one 
of  peace  and  joy.  Terror  and  astonishment 
may  well  attend  mount  Sinai ;  but  exulta- 
tion and  joy  become  mount  Sion,  where  ap- 
pears the  eternal  Word,  the  eternal  Life, 
manifested  in  our  flesh. 

The  mystery  of  the  Christian  religion  is 
directly  calculated  to  inspire  mortals  with 
joy.  It  should  be  joy  to  us  that  the  eternal 
Son  of  God  should  come  to  seek  and  save 
us;  that  he  made  a  full  atonement  for  ous 
sins;  that  he  has  conq\ieT"edL  «fli,  ftL^'^S«x,«s^ 
heU;  that  be  lives  aB  out  VoX.ct^^'e^^^  «^ 
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advocate  with  the  Father;  and  that  he  will 
come  again  to  perfect  and  fflorify  his  perse- 
vering believers.     They,  therefore,  live  be- 
low the  use  and  end  of  the  Christian  revela- 
tion, that  are  not  filled  with  spiritual  joy. 
Believers  should  rejoice  in  their  happy  re- 
lation to  God,  as  his  sons  and  heirs,  beloved 
and  adopted :  in  their  happy  relation  to  the 
Son  of  God,  as  his  members  and   co-heirs 
with  Jiimself ;  in  the  pardon  of  their  sins, 
the  sanctification  of  their  natures,  the  adop- 
tion of  their  persons,  and  in  the  prospect  of 
grace  and  glory  that  will  be  revealed  at  the 
return  of  their  Lord  and  Head  from  heaven. 
Were  they  confirmed  in   their  holy  faith, 
how  would,  they  rejoice !  The  disciples  were 
filled  with  joy,  and  with  the  Holy  Ghost. 
And  for  this  purpose  the  Apostles  declared 
that  which  they  had  seen  and  heard,  ''  that 
ye   may  have  fellowship  with  us."      The 
Apostle  means  not  personal  fellowship ;  but 
such  as  is  consistent  with  personal  distance 
from  each  other.      It  is  from  communion 
with  heaven,  and  in  blessings  that  come  from 
thence  and  tend  thither,  that  our  fellowship 
arises.      This  we  declare  and  testify,  that 
yon  may  share  with  us  in  our  privileges  and 
nappiness.     TVvose  viVvo  «t^  tsv^^^V^^^^  by 
g-ospel  grace,  wou\d.  iamV^.^^  qKJwb^^wjl^^^ 
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too.  We  see  also  that  there  is  a  fellowship 
or  communion  that  runs  through  the  whole 
church  of  God.  There  may  be  some  per- 
sonal distinctions  and  peculiarities;  but 
there  is  a  communion  or  common  participa- 
tion of  privilege  and  dignity  belonging  to  all 
saints,  from  tne  highest  apostle  to  the  low- 
est believer.  As  there  is  the  same  precious 
faith,  there  are  the  same  precious  promises 
dignifying  and  crowning  that  faith,  and  the 
same  precious  blessings  and  glories  enrich- 
ing and  filling  those  promises.  That  be- 
lievers may  be  ambitious  of  this  communion ; 
that  they  may  be  instigated  to  retain  and 
hold  fast  the  faith  that  is  the  means  of  such 
communion;  that  the  Apostles  also  may 
manifest  their  love  to  the  disciples  in  assist- 
ing them  to  the  same  communion  with  them- 
selves, they  open  to  them  what  it  is  and 
where  it  is.  And  truly  our  fellowship  is 
with  the  Father  and  his  Son  Jesus  Christ. 
We  have  communion  with  the  Father  and 
Son  in  our  happy  relation  to  them,  in  our 
receiving  heavenly  blessings  from  them,  and 
in  our  spiritual  converse  with  them.  We 
have  now  such  communion  with  God  and 
Christ,  as  is  a  foretaste  of  our  everlasting 
abode  with  them,  and  eiv^oyave.w\.  QJl^^'e:^fi^^»^ 
the  heavenly  glory.     See  \4\v\NXvex  \i^^  ^^^ 
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pel  revelation  tends  to  advance  us!  fittr 
above  sin  and  earth:  and  to  carry  us  to 
blessed  communion  with  the  Father  and  the 
Son.  See  for  what  end  the  eternal  Life  was 
made  flesh!  that  he  might  advance  us  to 
eternal  life  in  communion  with  the  Father 
and  himself.  Hear  thy  blessed  Lord  when 
he  says> ''  Behold  1  I  stand  at  the  door  and 
knock."  Let  not  then  the  world  be  ad- 
mitted^ and  let  not  our  hearts  go  with  oiir 
cares  to  the  ends  of  the  earth ;  let  our  spi- 
ritual desires  be  so  strong  as  to  drown  tne 
noise  of  these  disturbers^  and  command  si- 
lence to  every  impertinent  thought. 

Behold  those  cords  of  love  that  are  let  down 
in  every  ordinance!  In  every  providence 
there  is  a  cord  let  down  to  gather  iip  hearts. 
Hearken  to  those  divine  calls!  Come  up 
hither,  come  up  hither.  We  come ;  Lora, 
thou  bidst  us  come ;  O  lend  us  thy  hand, 
and  lift  us  up.  Come  on.  Christians,  come 
let  us  be  happy.  If  we  love  we  are  happy, 
we  live.  Let  us  then  rejoice;  let  us  Uve. 
While  we  linger  on  this  earth  we  die.  Let 
every  duty,  every  exercise,  every  power, 
our  bodies  and  our  souls,  be  living  sacrifices, 
holy  and  acceptable  to  him.  Canst  thou 
not  lovel  Look  tfflLlJMixiL  <!«wa\.\\^i^^»^  Vi 
thy  God,  send  up  t\vy  l^vo\v^V»^i^^«^^  \i^v 


WEDNESDAY   MORNING.  381 

thy  meditations  be  ef  him :  these  will  not  be 
long  before  the  throne  ere  they  draw  up  thy 
heart.  Look  on  thy  Saviour;  behold  his 
hands  and  his  feet.  Lift  up  a  prayer; 
Lord,  if  thou  lovest  me,  let  me  love  tnee ! 
I  would  seek  till  I  can  see  and  feel  myself 
drawn  by  the  sight.  What  have  I  here. 
Lord!  My  all  is  with  thee,  my  help^  my 
hope,  my  treasure,  my  life  is  hid  with  Christ 
in  God.  Where  my  treasure  is,  there  let 
my  heart  be  also.    Amen. 

HYMN 

For  J^ednesday  Morning. 

O  happy  souls !  O  glorious  state. 

Of  overflowing  grace : 
When  saints  apj^meh  thdir  Faiber's  seat, 

And  see  his  lovely  $kce  1 

They  find  acqess  at  every  )u)ur, 

To  God  witjiin  the  vail ; 
Hence  they  derive  a  quick'ning  pow'r, 

And  joys  that  never  fail. 

Lord,  I  address  thy  heavenly  l^one, 

Call  me  a  child  of  thine ; 
Send  down  the  Spirit  at  <kv^  ^o^^ 

To  form  my  heart  Ai\m^» 
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There  shed  thy  choicest  love  abroad. 
And  make  my  comforts  strong ; 

Then  shall  I  say,  my  Father  God, 
With  an  unwavering  tongue. 

PRAYER 

For  Wednesday  Morning. 

Almighty  God,  who  art  a  Father  to  bless, 
a  Redeemer  to  save,  and  a  Spirit  to  sanctify 
us  unworthy  sinners;  look  down  in  mercy 
upon  us  this  morning,  and  enable  us  to  look 
up  to  thee  in  faith  and  hope.  Accept,  we 
pray  thee,  our  heartfelt  thanks  for  the  light 
of  another  day,  and  the  safety  and  rest  of 
the  past  night. 

Enable  us  now  to  lift  up  our  hearts  unto 
thee,  as  a  God  hearing  prayer,  and  receiv- 
ing and  pardoning  sinners  who  come  unto 
thee  in  tne  name  of  thy  beloved  Son.     Wc 
bless  thee  that  he  is  engaged  for  us  in  the 
covenant  of  redemption.     May  we  exercise 
faith  in  Him  as  the  faithful  and  true  wit- 
ness.     May  we   give  up  ourselves  to  be 
ruled,   and  taught,   and  saved  by  him  in 
whom  we  have  full  and  free  salvation. 
Help  us  to  draio  near  to  thee  for  mercy  and 
grace,  m  dependanee  ow  Vwsv  ^  wwl  t\^.   \ 
teousness ;  and  to  go  forth  \^  cteT>j  d^x-^  \t^ 
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dependance  on  him  as  our  strength.  Every 
day  would  we  desire  to  grow  into  a  nearer 
and  holier  communion  with  thee,  and  receive 
out  of  his  fulness  grace  for  grace.  May  the 
greatness  of  our  necessities,  the  strength  of 
our  corruptions,  and  the  subtlety  of  Satan's 
temptations,  engage  our  hearts  to  greater 
watchfulness  and  prayer. 

In  our  daily  walk  and  conversation  may 
we  rejoice  in  tny  promises,  and  have  respect 
to  all  thy  commandments.  O  fill  us  with  all 
the  graces  of  thy  Spirit,  and  with  peace  of 
conscience  through  thy  redeeming  love. 
May  we  at  all  times  feel  assured  that  the 
Lord  God  will  help  us ;  and  that,  therefore, 
we  shall  not  be  confounded. 

We  bless  thee  that  we  have  a  Saviour  to 
hope  in.  Having  such  an  advocate  with 
the  Father,  we  would  not  only  come  boldly 
to  the  throne  of  grace,  but  would  sit  down 
under  its  shadow  with  delight,  to  behold  the 
beauty  of  the  Lord,  and  to  inquire  in  his 
temple. 

O  thou  God  of  love,  shew  unto  us  here 
thy  loving-kindness ;  cause  all  thy  goodness 
to  pass  before  us ;  proclaim  thy  name  as  the 
Lord  God,  merciful  and  gracious,  %.^^^si^.•'^Js^fc 
joy  of  the  Lord  be  our  stterx^'Oft..    "^"^^  ^"^  ^ 
delight  ourselves  in  thee  astV%  feN«v\>-»xsv  ^^ 
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blessedness :  and  by  faith  may  we  rely  wpm 
thy  gracious  declaration,  ^^  Fear  not,  I  an 
with  thee :  I  am  thy  sldeki  and  exoeedinj 

r'eat  reward :  I  will  strengthen  thee,  yet 
will  uphold  thee  with  the  right  hana  c 
my  righteousness."  Let  this  be  to  our  sod 
thie  yoice  of  joy  and  gladness.  Thus  ma; 
we  rest  in  thy  love  and  stay  ourselves  on  thi 
mighty  Ood  of  Jacob,  saying,  '^  Thou  ai 
eur  Ood  and  we  will  exalt  thee !  We  wl 
praise  thy  name,  for  thy  counsels  of  old  ar 
faithfulness  and  truth."  Thus  would  w 
bless  thee  while  we  live;  we  would  prais 
thee  whilst  we  have  any  being ;  and^  afte 
this  life,  may  we  be  admitted  to  dwell  at  tii; 

S'  ^ht  hand,  where  there  is  fulness  of  joy  aai 
easures  for  evermore.    We  ask  all  for  th 
ear  Sedeemer's  sak^ ;  to  whom  with  Th; 
self  and  the  blessed  Spirit  be  ascribed  etei 
nal  praises.    Amen. 

HYMN 

For  JFedneiday  Evening. 

Fathcar,  I  Icmg,  I  &int  to  see 

The  plaee  A  ik^^  «.\mde : 
rd  leave  thy  «axOD\^  c^ouxV^  v^^^aj^ 

Up  to  thy  seat^  m^  i^^r 
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Here  I  behold  thy  distant  face. 

And  'tis  a  pleasing  sight : 
But  to  abide  in  thine  embrace 

Is  infinite  delight. 

I'd  part  with  all  the  joys  of  sense, 

To  gaze  upon  thy  throne : 
Pleasure  springs  fresh  for  ever  thence, 

Unspeakable,  unknown. 

There  all  the  heavenly  hosts  are  seen. 

In  shining  ranks  they  move. 
And  drink  immortal  vigour  in. 

With  wonder  and  with  love. 

There  at  thy  feet  with  awful  fear 

Th'  adoring  armies  fall ; 
With  joy  they  shrink  to  nothing  there 

Before  the  eternal  All. 

There  I  would  vie  with  all  the  host 

In  duty  and  in  bliss ; 
While  less  than  nothing  I  could  boast, 

And  vanity  confess. 

The  more  thy  glories  strike  mine  eyes, 

The  humbler  I  shall  lie  ; 
Thus  while  I  sink  my  joys  shall  rise 

Unmeasurably  high. 

PRAYER 

.'   For  Wednesday  Evening, 

^  thou  God  of  infinite  goo^LXva^^  ^\AVs^^ 
esire  to  adore  and  \Ac^a  xjw^e,^'^'^^'^ 
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as  altogether  lovely  in  thine  own  transcen- 
dent excellencies  and  most  glorious  perfec- 
tions; but  also  for  thy  wonders  of  naercy 
and  bounty  towards  us.  How  unspeakable 
is  thy  goodness  in  making  us  in  any  degree 
capable  of  knowing  and  loving  thee ;  flian 
which  the  highest  angels  know  no  greater 
bliss.  We  adore  thee,  that  thou  hast  not 
only  given  us  capacities  for  doing  so,  but 
hast  also  laid  upon  us  the  greatest  obliga- 
tions to  engage  our  hearts  unto  it. 

Yet,  alas,  how  cold  and  defective  has 
been  our  love !  In  what  estran^edness  of 
heart  from  thee,  our  God,  and  enmity 
against  thee,  have  we  lived !  O  I^ord,  we 
have  done  foolishly  and  wickedly  in  for- 
saking thee,  the  fountain  of  living  waters, 
and  hewing  out  to  ourselves  broken  cisterns 
that  can  hold  no  water.  We  have  shut  our 
hearts  against  thee  our  chief  ^ood ;  and 
preferred  the  trifles  and  vanities  of  this 

!)resent  world,  and  the  gratifying  our  own 
bolish  and  hurtful  lusts,  above  thy  favour, 
which  is  better  than  life. 

O  most  gracious  God,  mercifully  pardon 

all  our  defects  of  love  to  thee,  and  all  the 

excesses  of  it  to  eat\ivVj  objects.      Touch 

our  hearts  with  smcVv  ^.^o^^w^^^xafc  Wl\^ 

ioving-kindness,  t\vat  v^e  rnvj  «.^^tv^^^ 


\ 


WEDNESDAY    EVENING.  387 

longer  desires  after  thee,  greater  delight 
.  thee,  and  may  make  better  returns  of 
ve  to  thee. 

O  discover  to  us  the  vanity  of  all  that 
ould  draw  our  hearts  from  thee.  Reveal 
lyself  to  us  as  our  life,  our  hope,  our  joy ; 
id  may  we  more  ardently  long  to  appear 
jfore  thee,  and  delight  more  and  more  in 
e  duties  that  bring  us  near  to  thee,  and 
Ivance  us  in  communion  with  thee.  In- 
ease  our  love  to  thy  word,  to  the  things 
'  thy  Spirit,  and  the  means  of  grace.  And 
t  us  find  more  satisfaction  and  pleasure  in 
e  light  of  thy  countenance,  than  in  all  the 
ijoyments  of  this  life. 
O  let  us  not  rest  in  thy  gifts,  forgetful  of 
ee,  the  bountiful  giver  of  all  good :  but 
r  every  cord  of  love  draw  us  still  nearer  to 
yself.  Help  us,  O  Lord,  to  manifest  our 
jvotion  to  thee  by  hating  all  iniquity, 
ioping  thy  commandments,  and  delignting 

do  thy  will. 

Guard  us  by  thine  almighty  power,  guide 

by  thine  unerring  wisdom,  and  so  cleanse 

by  the  perpetual  inspiration  of  thy  holy 
)irit,  that  we  may  rejoice  in  all  thy  per- 
jtions.  Under  the  trials  and  afflictions  of 
B,  may  we  look  unto  thee  and  b^  VL^c^.- 
ed;  and  voe^eBB  our  bo\&\&  Vvflc^  «vx.^  ^». 
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abiding  sense  of  thy  mercy,  that  we  may 
draw  nigh  to  thee  in  every  time  of  per- 
plexity and  trial,  and  so  pass  the  days  of 
our  sojouminff  here  in  thy  faith  and  fear, 
that  at  length  we  may  attain  to  the  pos- 
session of  that  peace  which  passeth  all 
understanding.  Thus  may  we  be  rooted 
and  grounded  in  love,  and  through  thy 
grace,  keep  ourselves  in  the  love  of  G^, 
abounding  in  all  the  fruits  of  righteousness, 
which  are  by  Jesus  Christ  to  thy  praise  and 
glory.     Our  Father,  &c. 


MEDITATION 

For  Thursday  Morning, 

THE  CHRISTIAN  CONQUEROR. 

"  And  this  is  the  victory  that  overcometh  the 
"  world,  even  our  faith.  Who  is  he  that  over- 
"  Cometh  the  world,  hut  he  that  helieveth  that 
"Jesus  is  the  Son  of  God?" — 1  John  v.  4.  5. 


I 


The  real  Christian  is  the  true  conqueror 
of  the  world.    It  is  the  world  that  obstructs 
OUT  way  to  heaven,  and  is  the  great  impe- 
diment to  our  entraivcc  \)£vet^.  ^\iX.\3ifclW 
beJieves  that  Jesus  V%  \)cl^^^^S.^^\5R.A 
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s  that  he  gave  himself  for  us^  that 
light  deliver  us  from  this  present  evil 
1^  and  conduct  us  through  it  to  heaven, 
X)  God,  who  is  fully  to  be  enioyed  there. 
;hat  so  believes,  by  this  faith  overcomes 
vorld.  He  feels  that  this  world  is  an 
ly  to  his  soul,  to  his  holiness,  to  his 
ition,  and  to  his  blessedness.     For  all 

is  in  the  world,  the  lust  of  the  flesh, 
ust  of  the  eye,  and  the  pride  of  life,  is 
)f  the  Father,  but  is  of  the  world.  He 
it  must  be  a  great  part  of  the  Saviour's 
:,  and  of  his  own  salvation,  to  be  re- 
led  and  rescued  from  the  pollution  that 

the  world  through  lust.  He  sees  in 
ife  and  conduct  of  the  Lord  Jesus  on 
ti,  that  this  world  is  to  be  renounced 
overcome.  He  perceives  that  the  Lord 
IS  conquered  the  world,  not  for  himself 
,  but  also  for  his  followers:  and  that 

must  study  to  be  partakers  of  his  vie 
"  Be  of  good  cheer,  I  have  overcome 
wrorld."     By  the  suffering  and  death 
be  Lord  Jesus  he  is  mortified  and  cru- 
1  to  the  world.     "God  forbid  that  I 
Id  glory,  save  in  the  cross  of  our  Lord ' 
IS  Christ,  by  whom  the  world  is  crucified 
LC,  and  I  unto  the  world."     B^  \Jc^^  -t^- 
ection  of  Jesus  Chriat  feom  \Jckft  ^^^«^> 
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he  is  begotten  to  a  lively  hope  of  a  blessed 
world  above.  He  knows  that  the  Saviour 
is  gone  to  heaven,  to  prepare  a  place  for  all 
true  believers.  He  knows  that  from  thence 
his  Saviour  will  come  again  to  put  an  end 
to  this  world,  to  judge  the  inhabitants  of  it, 
and  to  receive  his  believers  to  his  presence 
and  fflory.  He  is  possessed  with  a  spirit 
and  disposition  that  cannot  be  satisfied  with 
this  world,  that  looks  beyond  it,  and  is  stfll 
tending,  striving,  and  pressing  towards  the 
world  in  heaven. 

It  is  in  the  Gospel  that  we  see  the  occa- 
sion and  ground  of  the  quarrel  between  the 
holy  God  and  this  rebellious  world.  It  is 
there  we  meet  with  that  sacred  doctrine 
both  spiritual  and  practical,  which  is  alto- 
gether opposed  to  the  tenour,  the  temper, 
and  tendency  of  this  world.  It  is  by  that 
doctrine  that  a  spirit  is  communicated  and 
diffused,  which  is  superior  and  adverse  to 
the  spirit  of  the  world.  It  is  there  we  see 
that  the  Saviour  himself  is  hot  of  this 
world;  that  his  kingdom  was  not,  and  is 
not  so;  that  it  must  be  separated  from  the 
world,  and  gathered  out  of  it  for  heaven 
and  for  Him.  Tfierc  toe  see  that  the  Saviour 
designed  not  t\da  -wotV^LSsst  \iwi  ^-a^w^aaaice 
and  portion  o€  \vAa  T^QLe^CTie^  ^«^^^.    ^ 
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he  is  gone  to  heaven  himself^  so  he  assures 
them  that  he  will  prepare  a  place  for  their 
residence  there,  designing  that  they  shall 
always  dwell  with  him :  and  allowing  them 
to  believe  that  if  in  this  life,  and  this  world 
only,  they  had  hope  in  him,  they  should 
indeed  be  miserable.  It  is  there  that  the 
eternally  blessed  world  is  most  clearly  re- 
vealed and  proposed  to  our  affections  and 
pursuits.  It  is  there  that  we  are  flimished 
with  the  best  arms  and  artillery  against  the 
assaults  and  attempts  of  the  world.  It  is 
there  we  are  taught  how  its  artillery  may 
be  turned  against  itself;  and  its  oppositions^ 
encounters,  and  persecutions  be  made  ser- 
viceable to  our  conquest  of  the  world,  and 
to  our  motion  and  ascent  heavenwards.  And 
there  we  are  encouraged  by  a  whole  army 
and  cloud  of  faithful  soldiers,  who  have 
in  their  several  generations,  and  the  posts 
and  stations  appointed  them,  overcome  the 
world,  and  won  the  crown. 

It  is  only  the  Christian  who  is  the  true 
hero  that  vanquishes  the  world,  rejoices  in 
a  universal  victory,  takes  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  by  violence,  and  lays  hold  on  eternal 
life.  Who  but  the  believer  in  Jesus  Christ 
can  thus  overcome  the  woi\d.1 
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HYMN 

For  Thursday  Morning. 

Awake  my  zeal !  awake  my  love ! 

To  serve  my  Saviour  here  below ; 
In  works  which  Saints  in  light  above,. 

And  Angels  would  delight  to  do. 

Awake  my  charity  I  to  feed 

The  hunffry  soul,  to  clothe  the  poor ; 

In  heaven  there  are  no  sons  of  need. 
There  all  these  duties  are  no  more. 

The  land  of  triumph  is  on  high ; 

The  land  where  foes  no  more  shall  rage; 
Lord,  may  I  conquer  till  I  die. 

And  all  the  Christian  warfare  wage. 

Subdue  thy  passions,  O  my  soul  ! 

Maintain  the  fight,  thy  work  pursue ; 
Daily  thy  rising  sins  control. 

And  be  thy  victories  ever  new. 

Let  ev'ry  passing  hour  confess. 

That  I  the  Lord,  my  Saviour,  own : 

And  when  my  life  and  labour  cease. 
May  I  obtain  the  glorious  crown  ! 

PRAYER 

For  Thursday  Morning. 

0  most  l[iigVv  axvdiVA^  ^Q^,^V^NR^\.\ifi 
had  in  reveience  oi  ^W  ^^^^  ^^"^  «^  ^^^ 
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about  thee,  vouchsafe  to  sanctify  us  by  thy 
Spirit ;  and  enable  us  so  to  draw  nigh  unto 
thee  in  prayer,  that  thou  mayest  draw  nigh 
unto  us  in  the  communications  of  thy  love 
and  mercy. 

O  grant  us  in  a  spirit  of  faith  and  adop- 
tion to  call  on  thy  name.  We  would  come 
with  holy  liberty  to  the  throne  of  thy  grace, 
knowing  that  we  have  a  gracious  and  all- 
powerful  advocate  with  the  Father,  even 
Jesus  Christ  the  Bighteous ;  and  rejoicing 
that  through  him  are  given  to  us  exceeding 
great  and  precious  promises.  O,  let  us 
never  lose  the  benefit  of  thy  promises  for 
the  want  of  pleading  them  with  thee.  May 
our  delight  in  drawing  near  to  thee  increase ; 
may  we  .walk  before  thee  in  the  land  of  the 
living,  and  ever  abide  in  the  bonds  of  thy 
covenant. 

May  the  Saviour  be  increasinffly  precious 
to  us ;  and  by  th^it  great  love  wherewith  he 
hath  loved  us,  may  we  be  weaned  more  and 
more  from  the  world  which  hated  him  and 
crucified  him.  As  he  overcame  the  world,  so 
may  we  also  overcome  it.  By  faith  in  him 
may  we  obtain  the  victory ;  such  a  victory, 
that  we  may  not  again  be  entangled  by  its 
alluring  vanities,  encumbeTefii  Vj  \X.^  ^•'^^'«»> 
or  disquieted  by  its  soTTOvra. 
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Help  us  to  live  above  the  things  that  are 
seen  and  temporal^  looking  upon  them  with 
a  holy  indifference.  May  the  eyes  of  our 
faith  be  ever  fixed  on  those  things  which  are 
not  seen  and  eternal,  rcmemberinff  that  we 
are  not  of  this  world,  but  are  called  to  come 
out  of  it.  And  seeing  we  are  designed  for 
another  and  better  state  of  being,  may  we 
seek  those  things  which  are  above,  and  set 
our  affections  on  them. 

As  followers  of  Christ  crucified,  may  we 
fight  the  good  fight  of  faith ;  may  we  lay 
hold  on  eternal  lite ;  and  be  animated  by  a 
well-founded  hope  that  there  is  laid  up  for 
us  a  crown  of  life,  which  the  Lord  the  righ- 
teous Judge  shall  give  us  in  the  last  great 
day. 

We  come  to  thee  that  we  may  obtain 
mercy  to  pardon,  and  grace  to  help  us  in 
every  time  of  need.  O  excite  us  to,  direct  us 
in,  and  thoroughly  furnish  us  for  every  good 
word  and  work.  May  we  commit  ourselves 
to  thy  grace,  with  a  sincere  resolution  to 
submit  in  everything  to  thy  governance, 
and  through  Christ  strengthening  us  to  do 
and  suffer  all  thy  will.  If  we  are  assaulted 
with  temptatioivs  to  sin,  though  we  have 
often  found  our  Te9\»l«ccic.eN?^^^TA\sw^«<5Rr 
tual  yet  hencefotvjosdL  %\Ne.  ^>J^  Hs«^^  ^^\. 
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we  may  not  be  foiled  or  overcome  by  them. 
Furnish  us  with  the  whole  armour  of  God ; 
that,  by  the  power  of  his  might  we  may  be 
able  to  stand  in  the  evil  day.  If  we  are 
burdened  with  affliction,  let  us  not  faint  in 
the  hour  of  adversity ;  but  graciously  im- 
part unto  us  faith  and  strength  equal  to 
support  us  under  all  calamities.  Whatever 
we  lose,  let  us  still  find  comfort  in  thee,  and 
keep  possession  of  hope  and  joy  in  God. 

Grant  us,  we  humbly  beseech  thee,  the 
assurance  of  thy  presence  throughout  our 
earthly  pilgrimage ;  and  when  at  length  we 
shall  be  called  to  go  up  and  possess  the 
good  land,  and  find  we  need  a  strength  we 
never  had  before,  oh  may  the  great  Captain 
of  our  salvation  then  snew  us  that  aeath 
is  a  conquered  enemy ;  may  he  cause  us  to 
triumph,  and  enable  us  to  render  eternal 
thanks  unto  God,  who  giveth  us  the  victory 
through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  Amen. 
HYMN 
For  Thursday  Evening, 

Through  the  day  thy  love  has  spared  us, 
Now  we  lay  us  down  to  rest : 

Through  the  silent  watches  guard  us, 
Let  no  foe  our  peace  molest ; 

Jesua,  thovL  our  guardian  \>e. 
Sweet  it  is  to  trust  in  lYiee. 
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Pilgrims  here  on  earth,  and  strangers 
Dwelling  in  the  midst  of  foes ; 

Us  and  ours  preserve  from  dangers. 
In  thy  care  may  we  repose : 

And  when  life's  short  day  is  past 

Rest  with  thee  in  heaven  at  last. 

PRAYER 

Fiyr  Thursday  Evening. 

O  Lord  our  God,  we  desire  to  come  into 
thy  holy  presence  pleading  thine  own  gra- 
cious promise  to  pour  out  upon  those  who 
seek  tnee  the  Spirit  of  grace  and  supplica- 
tion. While  we  present  our  petitions  unto 
thee,  we  would  remember  that  thou  art  in 
heaven,  enthroned  in  thine  own  glory,  dwell- 
ing amidst  the  praises  of  angels,  and  the 
spirits  of  the  just  made  perfect.  How  great 
is  thy  condescension  in  humbling  thyself  to 
delight  in  their  constant  ascriptions  of  glory, 
honour,  dominion,  and  power ! 

But  thou  hast  in  thine  infinite  compassion 
and  goodness  deigned  to  declare  that  thou 
hast  a  dwelling-place  on  earth,  even  every 
heart  which  is  humble  and  contrite,  and 
H^hich  trembleth  at  thy  word.  Graciously 
vouchsafe  unto  eac\v  o^  w^  «>xOa.^  ^cfii^^vtlon 
as  thou  wilt  tViua  \\owo\w.    ^vj  ^^  ^^^ 
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before  tliee  deeply  sensible  that  we  have 
fallen  by  our  iniquities^  and  that  in  us 
dwelleth  no  good  thing.  We  are  depraved 
by  nature,  and  defiled  by  transgression; 
and  thou  wouldest  be  most  just  in  sending 
us  where  hope  cannot  come. 

Yet  banish  us  not  from  thy  presence; 
take  not  thy  Holy  Spirit  from  us ;  but  re- 
veal thyself  unto  us,  and  let  the  light  of 
thy  countenance  ever  shine  upon  our  souls.  . 
O  Lord,  who  is  a  God  like  unto  thee,  par- 
doning iniquity,  transgression  and  sin :  be- 
cause thou  delightest  in  mercy,  and  retainest 
not  thine  anger  for  ever !  Not  unto  us,  O 
Lord,  not  unto  us ;  but  unto  thy  great  name 
be  all  the  glory. 

We  rejoice  that  thou  hast  in  unspeakable 
mercy  found  a  ransom  for  sinners,  and  satis- 
fied offended  justice.  O  may  the  blood  of 
Jesus  cleanse  us  from  all  our  sins.  Help 
us  to  lie  low  at  the  foot  of  the  cross ;  and 
in  the  exercise  of  faith,  to  wash  in  the 
fountain  opened  for  sin  and  uncleanness. 
May  we  drink  of  the  water  of  life,  that  our 
souls  may  never  thirst;  and  eat  of  that 
bread  from  heaven  which  causeth  the  soul 
to  live  for  ever. 

Thou  hast  magnified  \)a.^  \o\^  \55  ^^s»^7s^ 
that  while  we  were  yet  smaex^  CNvsSsSv.  ^^^ 
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for  us ;  may  that  love  constrain  us  to  give 
ourselves  up  unto  thee.  May  we  shew  forth 
thy  praise  not  only  with  our  lips,  but  in  our 
lives  :  conform  us  to  thine  image ;  may  we 
take  thy  word  not  only  as  that  on  which  we 
build  our  hopes  of  future  blessedness,  but 
also  as  the  daily  rule  of  our  thoughts  and 
actions.  May  we  ever  bo  governed  by  its 
principles,  and  obedient  trf  its  great  com- 
.  mands. 

We  praise  thy  name  for  all  the  hopes 
thou  hast  given  us  of  another  world,  and 
all  the  bounties  of  thy  providence  vouch- 
safed to  us  in  this.  We  thank  thee  for 
food  and  raiment;  for  preservation  firom 
harm  through  the  past  day.  Take  us  under 
thy  care  this  night.  Let  thy  mercies  lead 
us  up  to  thee  the  fountain  in  love  and  gra- 
titude unfeigned.  Help  us  to  serve  tnee 
while  we  are  here  below ;  and,  after  this  life, 
take  our  souls  to  dwell  with  thee  for  ever 
in  heaven. 

These  mercies,  and  all  things  necessary 
for  life  and  godliness,  we  earnestly  supph- 
cate  for  ourselves  and  all  our  dear  relatives 
and  friends  in  the  name  of  our  most  blessed 
J2edeemer  and  A^d^ocate,  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord;  who  in  comi^»»&\oTL  VocixaV^^-^-^si^^ 
has  taught  us  thus  to  e,«S\.\>.'5oxi^'i^^\a.\fc. 
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half  of  ourselves  and  all  mankind,  "  Our 
Father/'  &c. 


MEDITATION 

For  Friday  Morning. 

"  If  ye  then  be  risen  with  Christ,  seek  those 
*'  things  which  are  above,  where  Christ  sitteth  on 
"  the  right  hand  of  God.  Set  your  affection  on 
**  things  above,  not  on  things  on  the  earth.  For 
"ye  are  dead,  and  your  life  is  hid  with  Christ  in 
"  God.  When  Christ,  who  is  our  life,  shall  appear, 
"  then  shall  ye  also  appear  with  him  in  glory." — 
Col.  iii.  1—4, 

We  must  seek  j^r*^  his  kingdom :  we  must 
mind  the  concerns  of  another  world  more 
than  this :  we  must  make  heaven  our  scope 
and  aim ;  maintaining  communion  with  the 
world  above  by  faith,  and  hope,  and  holy 
love ;  and  making  it  our  constant  care  and 
business  to  secure  our  title  to  heavenly  bliss. 
And  the  reason  given  is,  because  Christ  sits 
at  the  right  hand  of  God. 

He  who  is  our  best  friend,  our  head,  is 
advanced  to  the  highest  dignity  and  honour 
in  heaven ;  and  is  gone  before  to  secure  to  us 
heavenly  happiness.  We  therefore  should 
seek  ana  secure  what  he  \vas  ^w^^t^a^^^  ''bX. 
so  vast  an  expense,  and  at)0\x\.  vAsv^cs.  V^  ^^ 
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taking  so  much  care.  We  must  live  such 
a  life  as  Christ  lived  on  earth,  holy,  harm- 
less, undefiled,  and  separate  from  sinners. 

To  seek  heavenly  things,  is  to  set  our  af- 
fections upon  them ;  to  love  them,  and  en- 
large our  desires  after  them.  Upon  the 
wings  of  affection  the  heart  soars  upwards, 
and  is  carried  forth  towards  spiritual  and 
divine  objects.  We  must  acquaint  our- 
selves with  them,  and  esteem  tnem  above 
all  other  things ;  and  lay  out  ourselves  in 
preparation  for  the  enjoyment  of  them. 
This  is  to  be  spiritually  minded,  and  to  seek 
and  desire  a  better  country,  that  is  an  hea- 
venly one. 

Let  us  remember  that  we  are  buried  with 
Christ,  and  planted  in  the  likeness  of  his 
death.  Every  Christian  is  crucified  unto 
the  world,  and  the  world  is  crucified  unto 
him.  And,  surely,  if  we  are  dead  to  the 
earth,  and  have  renounced  it  as  our  happi- 
ness, we  shall  not  set  our  affections  upon  it, 
and  seek  it.  Our  true  life  lies  in  the  other 
world ;  ye  are  dead,  and  your  life  is  hid 
with  Christ  in  God.  The  new  man  is  bom 
and  nourished  from  above,  and  the  perfec- 
tion of  his  life  is  reserved  for  that  state.  It 
is  hid  with  Clvml-,  TvoV\v\ftL  jTom\v&  only  in 
point  of  secTesy,\)u\.'\v\dLfoT  \x&\sl  ^^^svix^^ 
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The  life  of  a  Christian  is  hid  with  Christ : 
''  Because  I  live,  ye  shall  live  also."  Christ 
is  at  present  him  whom  we  have  not  seen ; 
but  this  is  our  comfort,  that  our  life  is  hid 
with  him,  laid  up  safe  with  him.  If  we  can 
say,  him  having  not  seen  we  love ;  we  may 
also  take  the  comfort  of  a  happiness  out 
of  sight,  and  reserved  in  heaven  for  us. 

If  we  live  a  life  of  Christian  purity  and 
devotion  now ;  when  Christ  Who  is  our  life 
shall  appear,  we  also  shall  appear  with  him 
in  glory.  Christ  is  the  believer's  life ;  "  I 
live,  yet  not  I,  but  Christ  liveth  in  me :" 
He  is  the  principle  and  end  of  the  Chris- 
tian's life  :  he  lives  in  us  by  his  Spirit,  and 
we  live  in  him  in  all  we  do :  "  to  me  to  live 
is  Christ." 

Christ  will  appear  again  in  his  Father's 
glory,  in  his  own  glory,  and  with  his  holy 
angels.     We  shall  then  appear  with  him  in 

flory.  It  will  be  his  glory  to  have  his  re- 
eemed  with  him,  and  it  \fill  be  theirs  to 
come  with  him,  and  be  with  him  for  ever ! 
At  the  second  coming  of  Christ  there  will 
be  a  general  meeting  of  all  the  saints ;  and 
they,  whose  life  is  now  hid  with  Christ,  shall 
then  appear  with  Christ  in  that  glory  which 
he  himself  enjoys.  Do  ^we  \oo^  W^  ^-vi.^^^ 
happiness  as  that  ?     Sliould.  ^e  xtfi\.  Xiws^^^'* 
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our  affections  upon  that  world,  and  live 
above  this  ?  Our  head  is  there,  our  home 
is  there,  our  treasure  is  there,  and  we  hope 
to  be  there  for  ever. 

HYMN 

For  Friday  Morning. 

Almighty  Saviour,  set  us  free 

From  sm*s  vile  state  of  slavery  ; 

And  as  our  treasure  is  above, 

Be  there  our  thoughts,  be  there  our  love. 

But  oft,  alas !  too  well  we  know. 

Our  thoughts,  our  love,  are  fix'd  below  : 

In  every  lifeless  prayer  we  find 

The  heart  unmoved,  the  absent  mind. 

Lord,  draw  our  best  affections  hence, ' 
Above  this  world  of  sin  and  sense  ; 
Cause  them  to  soar  above  the  skies. 
And  rest  not  till  to  heaven  they  rise. 

PRAYER 

For  Friday  Morning. 

O  most  merciful  and  blessed  God,  who 
hast  commanded  us  to  make  known  our  re- 
guests   unto   t\vec  \>^  ^x^^et  'wvd  suppli- 
cation with  than\L8gvVm?,\  i!Mssvs\.>a&,^^\i^- 
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seech  thee,  to  draw  nigh  to  thee  with  lively 
thankfuhiess  for  thy  holy  word,  which  opens 
to  us  such  glorious  prospects,  and  sets  be- 
fore us  thy  commandments,  in  keeping  of 
which  there  is  great  reward. 

We  bless  thee  for  the  revelation  of  a  Sa- 
viour, and  desire  to  exalt  his  name  above 
every  name.  We  thank  thee  that,  having 
obtained  eternal  redemption  ftpr  us,  he  is  en- 
tered with  his  own  blood  into  t&e  holy  place ; 
and  now  sits  upon  the  throne  of  thy  Majesty 
in  the  highest  heavens,  adored  by  the  angelic 
hosts,  and  attended  by  an  innumerable  com- 
pany of  the  redeemed,  who  continually  sur- 
round him  singing  anthems  to  his  praise,  and 
casting  their  crowns  at  his  feet. 

We  bless  thee  that  he  ever  appears  in 
the  presence  of  God  as  the  great  High- 
priest  of  our  profession,  to  mtercede  for 
all  who  come  unto  thee  by  him ;  that  he  is 
now  preparing  a  place  for  all  his  followers, 
and  will  come  again  to  receive  them  to  him- 
self, to  behold  and  partake,  his  glory.  O, 
may  the  contemplation  of  the  joy  into  which 
he  is  entered,  and  the  power  with  which  he 
is  girded,  so  influence  our  minds,  that  we 
also  by  faith  may  be  raised  up  and  made 
to  sit  tog-ether  with  him  \Ti\ie^.NetJ^  ^^^^'i^^. 
Help  us  to  contemplate  t\ie  €^wc>j  oS.  vltex^^- 


that  we  are  risen  with  Christ, 
ever  to  exercise  sincerity  in  this  grej 
and  never  to  rest  satisned  until  wc 
peal  to  thee  and  say,  "  Whom  have  \ 
ven  but  thee  ?  and  there  is  none  u  j 
we  desire  besides  thee ;"  ''  Thou  ki 
things,  thou  knowest  that  we  lev 
Do  thou,  O  Lord,  who  searchest  t 
and  triest  the  reins,  lead  us,  we 
thee,  in  the  way  everlasting. 

Make  us  jealous  over  ourselve 
godly  jealousy,  lest  we  should  be 
to  earth.     Raise  our  affections  t< 
and  help  us  to  esteem  him  as  ''  1 
among  ten  thousand  and  altogethei 

Help  us  to  accept  of  salvation  ii 
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all  ungodliness  and  worldly  lusts,  and  to  live 
soberly,  righteously,  and  godly  in  the  world. 

May  we  give  our  whole  selves  unto  thee, 
presenting  our  bodies  and  souls  as  a  living 
sacrifice,  which  is  our  reasonable  service. 
Help  us  to  resign  ourselves  to  the  sanctify- 
ing power  of  thy  Spirit,  to  the  commanding 
power  of  thy  law,  to  the  disposing  power  of 
thy  providence.  We  have  in  times  past  too 
much  resisted  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  striven 
against  him  when  he  has  striven  with  us. 
Henceforward  may  we  yield  to  his  influences ; 
let  his  might  quell  our  corruptions,  and 
bring  every  thought  into  captivity  to  the 
obedience  of  Christ.  May  we  have  respect 
unto  all  thy  commandments,  and  resolve 
that  what  tne  Lord  shall  say  unto  us  that 
will  we  do. 

Cause  us,  heavenly  Father,  ever  cheer- 
fully to  submit  all  our  affairs  to  thy  divine 
disposal,  to  be  directed  and  determined  by 
thine  unerring  wisdom.  Do  with  us  as 
seemeth  good  m  thy  sight ;  let  us  not  lean 
to  our  own  understanding;  but  work  thy 
will  in  us,  and  for  us,  and  by  us.  Thus,  O 
Lord,  fit  us  for  life  or  for  death ;  that  so, 
when  Christ  who  is  our  life  shall  appear, 
we  also  may  appear  witlv  \v\ssv.  \S!l  ^^-^^^ 
Amen. 
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HYMN 

For  Friday  Evening. 

True  religion  is  the  same 
Under  every  age  and  name  : 
All  who  feel  its  power  will  own 
They  are  sav'd  by  grace  alone. 

Very  different  they  may  be ; 
Yet  in  diis  they  all  agree ; 
That  their  hearts  are  full  of  sin. 
And  their  natures  all  unclean. 

Saints  have  been  in  every  age 
Guided  by  the  sacred  page ; 
And  the  poorest  Christian  feels 
What  the  word  of  God  reveals. 

Yes,  they  would  with  us  confess 
Christ  the  Lord  our  jighteousness  ; 
By  believing  in  his  name 
They  to  heavenly  glory  came. 

We  may  well  exalt  him  thus ; 
He  is  all  in  all  to  us ; 
If  he  wash  us  in  his  blood, 
He  will  bring  us  home  to  God. 

Oh  that  all  of  us  may  meet. 
In  his  righteousness  complete, 
With  the  TaxvsorDL^  VxVVi^^  ^Iwive, 
There  to  aitvg  xe^^cavVsv^VwO, 
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PRAYER 

For  Friday  Evening. 

O  Almighty  and  most  gracious  God,  those 
who  know  thy  name  will  put  their  trust  in 
thee  ;  for  thou  hast  never  failed  them  that 
seek  thee  through  thy  beloved  Son.  Help 
us,  we  pray  thee,  at  this  time  to  know  from 
our  own  experience  that  thou  art  gracious, 
lonff-sufFering,  and  abundant  in  goodness 
and  truth.  May  this  revelation  of  thyself 
encourage  us  to  draw  near  to  thee,  though 
we  have  often  broken  thy  laws  and  trans- 
gressed thy  commands,  and  deserve  only 
that  thou  shouldest  hide  thy  face  from  us, 
and  shut  up  thy  loving-kindness  in  displea- 
sure. 

Our  evil  hearts  of  unbelief  are  continu- 
ally apt  to  start  aside  like  a  broken  bow ; 
we  are  prone  to  forget  thee  our  only  defence, 
and  to  trust  in  our  own  strength,  though  we 
have  often  found  it  to  be  perfect  weakness. 
Merciful  Father,  hold  tnou  us  up  with 
thine  almighty  arm,  then  shall  we  be  able 
to  maintain  the  good  fight  of  faith,  and  at 
length  be  more  than  conquerors  through 
him  that  hath  loved  us. 

Enable  us  to  confess  that  5e^-vxs»  ^S^kcs^>s» 
Lordj  and  own  ourselvea  \\\a\«VK\Tv%^x:^5^^'^ 
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May  we  put  ourselves  under  his  go 
ment,  under  the  influences  of  his  grace 
the  guidance  of  his  Holy  Spirit.  Mj 
seriously  attend  to  the  great  things  ' 
belong  to  our  everlasting  peace  and 
fare. 

Enable  us  to  exercise  an  unwaverina 
in  Christ.  Thou  hast  declared  thysel 
pleased  in  the  Son  of  thy  love  :  O  he 
to  commit  our  souls  into  his  almighty 
tection,  believing  that  he  is  able  to 
that  which  we  commit  unto  him  agains 
day.  Then  may  we,  being  purified  fn 
evil  conscience  by  the  blood  of  Jesus 
clothed  with  the  robe  of  his  justifying 
teousness,  be  admitted  to  sit  down  a 
marriage  supper  of  the  Lamb. 

And  looking  for  and  hastening  to  tl: 
and  glory  set  before  us,  may  we  run 
patience  the  race  of  godliness ;  may  w 
sign  our  whole  selves,  body,  soul,  and  i 
unto  thee,  and  be  determined  that  ii 
strength  we  will  serve  thee  faithfully 
walk  closely  with  thee  in  all  manner  oi 
dience. 

We  entreat  thee,  O  God,  in  an  esj 

manner  to  bless  our  friends,  visit  them 

thy  favour,  anA  a\veNW\mVo\}tve\svN5cia  ^ 

life.     Let  those  l\va\. Vnorw  \!^^^  x^^sv 
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be  glad  in  thee ;  and  in  thy  mercy  visit 
those  who  know  and  love  thee  not.  Thou 
art  he  who  openeth,  and  no  man  shutteth : 
O  speak  thou  unto  their  souls^  and  open 
their  hearts  to  receive  the  testimony  thou 
hast  given  of  thy  Son.  Grant  that  we  may 
all  be  found  savingly  united  to  Christ ;  that 
so  we  may  be  interested  in  the  propitiation 
he  has  made  for  sin^  and  be  accepted  be- 
fore thee  at  thy  coming. 

O  Lord^  pardon^  and  hear^  and  bless^  for 
the  sake  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Saviour ;  to 
whom  with  thee,  O  Father,  and  the  blessed 
Spirit,  be  equal  and  never-ending  praises. 
Amen. 

MEDITATION 

For  Saturday  Morning. 

THE    LOVE    OP  CHRIST. 

"  The  love  of  Christ,  which  passeth  knowledge." 
— Eph.  iii.  19. 

The  love  of  Christ!  But  where  shall  we 
begin,  and  where  shall  we  find  an  end? 
With  holy  wonder  and  adoration  we  exclaim, 
O  the  breadth,  the  length,  the  depth,  the 
height  of  that  love  in  whicli  ^  <s5l^"^J^<3Qc  Ss* 
swallowed  up  I  O  tbe  \>ouxi!9\'5^«'^  ^»X^^^  ^ 
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tliat  -power,  wisdom,  ligbteoiunea;  ind 
merej,  which  finite  knowledge  can  neidier 
comprehend  nor  expren !  The  angeBc  choir 
proclaimed  the  high  praises  of  the  infinite  | 
Jehovah^  all  whose  perfectioiis  are  alike 
unlimited,  when  they  sung,  "  Glory  to  God 
in  the  highest ;  peace  on  earth,  and  good- 
will to  men/'  But  we  mnst  learn  this  spi- 
ritual song  on  the  summit  of  Cakanf» 
There,  beholding  the  Creator  of  Angdi 
hanging  upon  the  accursed  tree,  even  as  the 
sufTerinff  Lamb  of  the  sin  offering,  we  under-  ! 
stand  the  divine  declaration,  "  The j  crud- 
ficd  the  Lord  of  glory.'*  There  toe  perakt 
wisdom,  holiness,  ana  love  united,  emanat- 
ing from  one  centre.  The  Creator  becom- 
ing man,  in  order  to  make  his  fallen  creatures 
afi^ain  the  objects  of  that  everlasting  friend- 
ship which  was  lost  in  our  first  head,  bat 
restored  by  the  Lord  firom  heaven.  Then  j 
we  nee  the  ransom  paid  for  miserable  insol- 
vent debtors ;  the  law,  the  impress  of  the 
divine  holiness,  receiving  full  satisfaction;  ; 
the  requisitions  of  an  mfinitely  righteous 
Judge  seeking^  and  obtaining  complete  and 
ButRcieni  fulfilment  in  the  perfect,  all-snr 
passing  obedience  o^  X)cie  "Laxo^i.  "^NTMlat  at 
the  exclamation,  «*  Iti«  jlnx^Kedr  V^v^w 
bled;  Satan  stood  diRmvj^%  \>wt^t«e*s.^ 
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nountains  rent ;  the  dead  were  raised ; 
the  veil  of  the  temple  was  divided  in 
1 !  There  we  beheld  the  mystery  of  the 
ir's  justification^  his  regeneration  and 
bification;  in  the  blood-shedding  of 
tnuel,  his  burial,  resurrection,    ascen- 

and  his  promised  ffift  of  the  Holy 
it.  O  the  depth  of  the  riches  both  of 
irisdom  and  knowledge  of  God !  Well 

the  Scriptures  say,  that  to  Jesus 
st  give  all  the  prophets  witness;  since 
lone  is  the  eternal  Rock  of  Ages, 
ied  upon  which  the  soul  obtains  re- 
onof  sin,  and  a  title   to   everlasting 

hat  holy  shame  must  cover  our  face 
I  reflectmg  on  what  have  been  our  re- 
?  for  such  hving-kindness.  When  we 
Id  ourselves  in  t/iis  light,  we  dare  not 
ip  our  head !  Blessed  be  God,  there  is 
ncient  source  of  comfort  in  the  bound- 
)cean  of  divine  love,  which  has  neither 
)m  nor  shore.  Yet  must  our  soul  be 
L  grieved  and  wounded  by  our  ingprati- 
,  when  we  ask  ourselves,  where  is  that 
}d  and  aversion  to  sin  ?  Where  is  that 
towards  Christ  andhis  people  ?  Where 
following  after  holiness  awi  e^er^  ^*^^ 
je  wbidi   is  seen  "brv^XVj   ^^^^"^^ 
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many  of  his  children  ?  Not  that  ther  are  i 
sroond  of  confidence  ;  O  no !  this  is  quite 
beyond  ouiBelves.  Oh  that  being  in  Chiisft 
Jesus,  who  has  loyed  all  his  people  with 
everlasting  love,  we  could  walk  more  huB- 
bly  before  him  and  with  him.  Oh  to  look 
more  habitually  into  the  garden  of  Gethsa- 
mene,  and  the  awful  scene  of  bleeding  Cat 
vary ;  then  should  we  wait  in  a  lowly  poi- 
ture  at  the  feet  of  the  great  Teacher,  aoi 
so  would  this  love  which  passeth  knowledge 
be  abundantly  shed  abroad  in  our  hearts. 

HYMN 

jPor  Saturday  Morning. 

Thanks  be  unto  God  for  the  gift, 

Th'  unspeakable  gift  of  his  love  ! 
Come  sinners,  let  gpratitude  lift 

Our  joyful  affections  above  ! 
This  gift  ev'ry  other  outweighs ; 

Its  value  we  cannot  conceive  ; 
The  Gospel  its  riches  displays. 

And  blessed  are  they  that  believe. 

How  wretched  and  lost  was  our  case, 
By  nature  aivd-^T^cXi^^xxTAsw^l 

To  save  ua,  o\iwotv^«t  cR  \gt^ji^ 
The  Father  mthKtld  twAYos  ^t*.\ 
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He  gave  Him,  the  just  for  the  vile, 
To  die  that  we  rebels  might  live : 

In  Him  he  is  pleased  to  smile, 
And  faithful  and  just  to  forgive. 

Yet  when  we  were  enemies  doom'd 

To  regions  of  guilt  and  despair, 
The  Saviour  our  nature  assumed^ 

Himself  our  infirmities  bare. 
He  sav'd  us  from  sin  and  from  hell. 

When  lost  and  just  ready  to  die ; 
And  rais'd  us  with  princes  to  dwell 

In  mansions  of  glory  on  high. 

What  tongue  can  his  mercy  unfold ! 

Its  height  and  its  depth  are  unknown ; 
Yet  sweetly  its  worth  we  behold 

ReveaVd  by  his  Spirit  alone. 
But  more  shall  its  glories  employ 

Our  praise  in  his  temple  above  ; 
While  ever  beholding  with  joy 

Th'  unspeakable  gift  of  his  love. 

PRAYER 

For  Saturday  Morning, 

Holy,  holy,  holy.  Lord  God  Almighty, 
eaven  and  earth  are  fiill  of  the  TCk»I^'e,^^*'^  ^*v 
hy  glory  I    All  thy  creatuiea  lax^A^e  Vssa^* 
id  tby  saints  bless  thee  :  axia  vi^^-  '«^^'' 
?7  bless  tbee  who  know    t\v5  ix^Tsie,  ^ 
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the  riches  of  thy  grace  displayed  in  Je« 
Christ  thy  well-beloved  Son.  Thanks  1 
unto  God  for  his  unspeakable  gift !  Adon 
be  thy  name,  O  Lord,  that  thou  didst  » 
spare  thine  own  Son,  but  freely  gave  hi 
up  for  us  all. 

And  blessed  be  thy  name,  O  Lord  Jesi 
Christ,  that  thou  didst  not  spare  thine  on 
self,  but  didst  behold  us  in  our  lost  estat 
and  fly  to  our  relief.  With  lively  than 
fulness  would  we  remember  thy  grace  wh 
though  thou  wast  rich,  yet  for  our  sak 
didst  become  poor,  that  we  through  thy  p 
verty  might  be  made  rich. 

On !  what  shall  we  render  unto  the  Loi 
for  all  his  benefits  ?  May  we  take  the  cu 
of  salvation,  and  call  upon  the  name  of  tl 
Lord.  May  we  receive  Christ  Jesus  as  s* 
forth  in  the  Gospel ;  as  our  Prophet,  Pri« 
and  King.  May  he  be  made  of  God  un 
us  wisdom,  and  righteousness,  and  sancti 
cation,  and  redemption. 

May  we  esteem  as  more  precious  than  r 
bies  the  unspeakable  blessmgs  of  his  graci 
and  may  our  hearts  be  filled  with  wond 
and  gratitude  at  the  exceeding  greatness 
his  love.  Erom  \vi&  Mxvess  may  we  all  r 
ceivc  grace  fot  gtaee.  ^ovx^\.^\S>sv^mA 
price,  may  we  \)c  aaxAom  V»  ^w^Vj  ^^ 
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liord,  with  our  bodies  and  spirits,  which 
are  doubly  thine ;  thine  by  redemption  as 
well  as  by  creation.  Henceforward  may 
they  be  thine  also  by  a  full  and  unreserved 
consecration  of  ourselves  to  thy  service  and 

flory.  Constrained  by  such  love  may  we 
e  willing  to  deny  ourselves,  and  take  up 
our  cross  and  follow  our  Redeemer.  What 
things  were  gain  to  us,  them  may  we  count 
loss  for  Christ ;  yea  doubtless  may  we  coiAit 
all  thinffs  but  loss  for  the  excellency  of  the 
knowledge  of  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord ;  tha£ 
we  may  win  Christ  and  be  found  in  him. 

We  rejoice  that  he  who,  while  here  below, 
wept  and  died  for  sinners  is  now  ascended 
up  on  high,  and  exalted  on  thy  right  hand 
to  be  a  Prince  and  a  Saviour.  We  adore 
thee,  that  his  love  is  still  the  same  now  that 
he  is  entered  into  heaven  as  our  great  fore- 
runner. Thither  may  our  most  ardent  af- 
fections ever  ascend;  thither  may  our 
thoughts  continually  rise  in  adoring  con- 
templation of  the  glory  with  which  he  is 
crowned.  And  oh  may  we  all  be  amongst 
the  happy  number  of  those  who  will  at  last 
behold  thy  face  with  exceeding  joy. 

With  shame,  O  Lord,  would  we  confess^ 
that  we  have  been  so  weaU  axA  ^<i^^^^^^^ 
in  our  love  to  thee ;  so  Ionv  m  o\xx  \Xvo>\^5>Ns» 
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of  thee,  SO  languid  in  our  desires  tow  arc 
thee,  so  unsteady  in  our  resolutions  to  sen 
thee.  O  enable  us  henceforth  to  love  thi 
better,  and  fit  us  to  be  where  love  shall  1 
made  perfect.  There  may  we  drink  large 
of  the  rivers  of  joy,  and  fully  partake  of  ti 
blessings  of  redeemine  grace.  We  ask  t 
for  the  Redeemer's  sake,  who  ever  liveth 
make  intercession  for  us,  and  is  able  to  sai 
to' the  uttermost  all  that  come  unto  Godl 
jAm.     Amen. 


HYMN 

Foi*  Saturday  Evening. 

With  thy  counsel  thou  shalt  guide  me, 

O  thou  Shepherd  of  the  flock  ! 
Safe  from  every  tempest  hide  me, 

Fix'd  upon  the  living  rock. 
Poor  and  needy,  oh !  receive  me  ; 

Be  thy  rod  my  staff  and  stay  ; 
And  that  blessed  portion  give  me. 

Which  no  power  can  take  away . 

Whether  love  and  mercy  shining 
ChecT  m-Y  "^^A^v  vi\l\v  sacred  light. 

Or  my  "heaNciA^  ?>\xw  ^^.^wjmv^ 

Spread  acouii^  xJafc  ^^^  ^  ^qq^bsX.^, 
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Still  my  faith  on  thee  reposing, 

Let  thine  arm  conduct  me  through, 

Till  in  death  the  warfare  closing, 
I  shall  prove  thy  promise  true. 

Never  leave  me  nor  forsake  me; 

More  and  more  reveal  thy  love ; 
Till  thou  shalt  a  pillar  make  me 

In  the  house  of  God  above. 
There  the  song  of  grace  abounding 

Freely  round  thy  throne  shall  rise, 
And  thy  praise  for  ever  sounding 

Fill  thy  temple  in  the  skies. 

PRAYER 

For  Saturday  Evening, 

O  Thou,  in  whom  we  live,  and  move,  and 
have  our  being,  we  thank  thee  that  yet 
thou  preservest  us  in  life ;  and  that  at  the 
close  of  another  week  we  bow  at  thy  foot- 
stool, to  offer  to  thee  the  tribute  of  our 
thanks,  and  to  plead  with  thee  for  a  renewal 
of  thy  mercies.  May  thy  Spirit  help  our 
infirmities,  and  teach  us  now  to  pray. 

What  are  we,  O  Lord,  that  thou  hast 
brought  us  hitherto  1    How  many  have  been 
called  to  thy  bar  during  tVve  ^^^  ^ftc^j^^s* 
now  closing  I     0  keep  us  coTia\.«Av\Vj  vKN^^K^^^CiS^ 
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that  to  us  the  period  may  not  be  far  distant  1 
when  we  too- may  be  required  to  give  up  j 
our  stewardship,  and  to  render  an  account 
of  the  improvement  we  have  made  of  our 
precious  time,  and  the  various  talents  with 
which  thou  hast  entrusted  us. 

When  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth  shall 
come  upon  the  clouds  of  his  glory,  and  every  i 
eye  shall  see  him.  Oh  then  mav  we  not  be 
ashamed  before  Wm  at  his  comine.  Though  ' 
we  have  too  much  reason  to  confess,  that  in 
times  past  we  have  provoked  thee,  and  been 
enemies  to  thee  in  our  minds  by  wicked  . 
works ;  yet  may  it  then  be  found,  that  we  | 
are  reconciled  to  God  by  the  blood  of  the 
cross;  and  through  Christ  Jesus,  may  we 
be  presented  holy,  and  unblameable,  and 
unreprovable  in  thy  sight. 

We  bless  thee  that  thou  hast  manifested 
thy  love  towards  us  in  sending  thine  only  I 
begotten  Son  into  the  world,  tnat  we  might 
live  through  him.     O  give  us  to  believe 
this  blessed  record  thou  nast  given  us  of  thy 
Son.    We  would  believe ;  O  Lord,  help  our 
unbelief.     Faith  is  not  of  ourselves ;  it  is 
the  gift  of  God.    Thou  alone  art  the  au- 
thor, and  thou  alone  ^xV.  \!tv%  %x£^<^t  ^^  it. 
Lord  increase  out  ««ci!t\  ^\iV^  ^^  ^^^^ 
faith  with  power-,  BVed.^\>To^^^lV*.^^ 
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our  hearts,  so  shall  we  be  vitally  united  to 
Christ  our  living  head. 

If  hitherto  we  have  not  known  thee  nor 
loved  thee,  O  hasten  with  thine  Holy  Spirit, 
and  breathe  into  our  souls  the  breath  of 
life.  May  we  look  unto  the  Saviour,  and 
beneath  the  shadow  of  his  cross  may  our 
hearts  of  stone  be  turned  to  flesh. 

Spare  us,  we  pray  thee,  to  enter  on  the 
morrow  into  thy  courts.  May  our  waking 
thoughts  be  of  thee ;  and  let  us  welcome 
thy  day  as  a  day  of  rest  from  sin  and  every 
worldly  care.  Prepare  us  for  the  solemni- 
ties of  the  Sabbath,  and  fit  us  for  commu- 
nion with  thee.  Help  us  to  leave  the  world, 
and  the  things  of  the  world,  and  with  our 
loins  girded  and  our  lamps  burning  to  wor- 
ship flie  Lord  in  the  beauty  of  holmess. 

Teach  thy  servants  who  shall  minister, 
and  strengthen  them  with  all  might  by  thy 
Holy  Spirit :  endue  them  with  fidelity,  wis- 
dom, and  zeal.  Do  thou  speak  unto  our 
souls  a  word  in  due  season ;  and  may  we  re- 
ceive the  truth  not  as  the  word  of  a  dying 
man,  but  as  the  word  of  the  living  God. 
Make  it  effectual  to  humble  t\ve  -^tqw.^,  \» 
awaken  the  careless,  to  melt  liive  \vaJt^^'vv<fc^, 
to  comfort  the  distressed^  axidtos^xvcX^^^^^ 
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be  joy  in  heaven  over  many  a  repenting 
sinner.  And  may  each  of  us,  O  heavenly 
Father,  be  of  that  happy  number  who  have 
believed  thy  report. 

Now  take  us,  we  beseech  thee,  into  thy 
care :  be  to  us  a  God,  and  may  we  be  to 
thee  a  people.  May  all  who  are  near  and 
dear  to  us  be  bound  up  together  vdth  those 
who  shall  be  gathered  into  the  heavenly 
gamer,  and  rise  to  glory,  honour,  and  im- 
mortality, through  him  that  hath  loved  us> 
and  given  himself  for  us.    Amen. 
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The  Prayer  of  one  going  to  the  Lord^s  Table. 

O  thou  God  of  ordinances^  I  thank  thee 
for  the  covenant  of  thy  grace^  and  the  ap- 
pointed seals  of  it.  I  desire  to  give  myself 
to  thee,  but  fear  I  should  approach  to  holy 
things  unworthily.  Hast  not  thou  filled  me 
with  reverence  for  this  command  of  my  dyine 
Saviour,  with  this  desire  of  communion  witn 
thee,  and  with  this  willingness  to  be  wholly 
thine  ?  Examine  me,  O  Lord,  and  prove 
me ;  try  my  reins  and  my  heart.  Am  I  in- 
dulging any  secret  sin  ?  Do  I  allow  myself 
in  the  neglect  of  any  holy  precept  ?  Let 
me  not  wrong  my  soul  by  a  sinful  absence 
from  thy  table.  Let  thy  word,  thy  provi- 
dence, and  thy  Spirit  concur  to  make  my 
way  plain  before  me.  Scatter  my  doubts. 
Give  me  stronger  faith  and  love.  O  that 
the  views  of  a  crucified  Saviour  may  deeply 
impress  my  mind,  and  a  sense  of  his  d^ui^ 
love  constrain  me  to  giNe  xsc^  tk^^^^  Xsi'^exss 
more  solemnly  than  1  \iwe  ^Ne^  -j^\*^^^^ 
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Lord,  show  me  thy  covenant,  and  help  me 
to  grow  in  grace,  and  in  the  knowledge  of 
my  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ.  I  be- 
lieve; Lord,  help  thou  mine  unbelief  and 
increase  my  faith.  Kindle  my  repentance, 
and  strike  this  rocky  heart  that  it  may  bleed 
at  the  remembrance  of  my  past  follies ;  and 
confirm  my  resolutions,  that  I  may  have 
nothing  more  to  do  with  idols.  I  abhor 
myself  that  I  love  my  God,  my  SaTiour,  no 
better.  Let  that  spark  become  a  flame; 
let  that  flame  be  strong  and  steady,  and  the 
proofs  of  it  appear  in  my  holy  obcnlience. 
O  shed  abroad  thy  love  in  my  heart,  by  the 
Holy  Spirit  given  imto  me  1  Breathe  npoa 
this  earthly  clod,  and  it  shall  become  wann. 
Draw  me,  and  I  shall  run  after  thee.  I 
had  rather  love  thee  than  have  all  the  trea- 
sures on  earth.  O  my  God,  let  me  not  be 
cold  and  lifeless  at  that  solemnity,  where  I 
am  to  commemorate  the  most  glorious  love 
that  was  ever  known  or  heard  of !  Be  with 
my  spirit,  help  my  infirmities,  accept  me, 
and  unite  my  heart  to  thee  in  everutf ting 
bonds,  through  my  Redeemer.     Amen. 
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L  PRAYER 

BEFORE  A  COMMUNION. 

*  Worthy  art  thou,  O  Lord,  to  receive 
^  blessing,  and  honour,  and  glory,  and  power ; 
-  for  thou  hast  created  all  things,  and  Tor  thy 
i  pleasure  they  are  and  were  created.  I 
■6  adore  thee  as  the  God  of  my  life,  and  the 

■  length  of  my  days ;  but  above  all,  as  the 

■  God  of  salvation,  the  God  and  Father  of 
it  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  through  whom  I 
«   draw  near  to  a  throne  of  grace. 

'"*        I  bless  thee  for  the  new  covenant  which 

I    is  ratified  by  the  shedding  of  Christ's  blood, 

^    and  that  I  am  invited  this  day  to  receive 

L     the  seals  of  that  covenant.     Do  thou  gra- 

:;    ciously  open  the  fountain  of  life,  for  the  re- 

r     frcshment  of  my  thirsty  soul:  may  I  by 

r    faith  behold  Christ  crucified  set  forth  before 

I     me,  and  feed  on  him  to  my  spiritual  growth 

r     in  grace.     Give  me,  I  beseech  thee,  clearer 

?     views  of  the  evil  of  sin,  and  of  the  height 

and   breadth  of  the  love  of  Christ,  that 

passeth  knowledge.     Grant,  O  Lord,  that 

1  may  be  enabled  to  eat  of  that  bread  as 

the  memorial  of  the  body  of  C\xrssX.^\stO«js^ 

forme;  and  to  drm\L  o^  XjftaX.  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^'^ 
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memorial  of  the  blood  of  Christ,  shed  fijr 
the  remission  of  sins.     There  may  I  glory 
in  the  cross  of  Christ,  in  him  that  was  cru- 
cified upon  it,  as  my  only  Lord  and  Saviour. 
There  may  I  meditate  on  thine  inestimable 
love,  O  Father  of  mercies,  in  the  gift  of 
thine  only  begotten  Son,  and  on  his  astonish- 
ing love  and  grace,  till  the  fire  of  sacred 
love  shall  bum  within  me ;  till  out  of  the 
abundance  of  my  heart  my  tongue  break 
forth  in  strains  of  lively  thanksgiving,  and 
my  mouth  praise  thee  with  joyful  lips :  till, 
being  constrained  by  this  love,  I  most  so-  i 
lemiuy  resolve  and  engage  to  live  hence-  ' 
forth,  not  to  myself,  but  to  him  that  died 
for  me  and  rose  again !    Here  at  Emanuels 
cross  may  I  learn  self-denial,  deadness  to 
the  world,  patience,  meekness,  forgiveness, 
and  humility,  looking  unto  him  who  endured 
the  cross,  and  despised  the  shame.     May  1 
never  be  weary  and  faint  in  my  mind ;  bu^ 
while  I  smite  on  my  breast  and  say,  "  Gk 
be  merciful  to  me  a  sinner,"  I  would  utt 
my  penitent  confessions  with  lively  faith  a 
hope.     O  give  me  true  repentance,  t 
living  faith :  teacYv  m^i  lo  count  all  thr 
but  loss,  that  1  may  mTvC\vnsX,^xi.^^^^ 
of  his  salvation. 
I  believe,  I»td,  ^.^v*^.v^vo^vu^v^^^. 
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high,  having  led  captivity  captive.  At  this 
feast  of  love,  let  me  receive  of  the  fruits  and 
benefits  of  this  glorious  victory ;  and,  while 
I  receive  the  outward  and  visible  sign,  let 
my  soul  delightfully  feel  the  inward  and 
spiritual  grace. 

Accept,  I  beseeeh  thee,  O  Lord,  of  the 
fresh  surrender  and  dedication  which  I  make 
of  myself  (and  family)  to  thee  this  morning. 
I  am  no  longer  my  own ;  but  thine.  Thou 
hast  made  me,  thou  hast  continually  watched 
over  and  preserved  me;  and  tnou  hast 
bought  me  with  a  price,  even  the  precious 
blood  of  Christ,  as  of  a  lamb  without  blemish 
and  without  spot.  O  thou  that  art  the  be- 
ginner and  finisher  of  every  good  work,  be 
5 leased  to  assist  my  endeavours,  to  with- 
raw  my  mind  more  and  more  from  these 
sensible  things.  Shed  abroad  thy  love  in 
my  heart ;  may  I  sit  under  thy  shadow  with 
delight ;  and  so  hunffer  and  thirst  after  the 
bread  and  water  of  life,  that  my  soul  may 
be  satisfied ;  that  I  may  hunger  no  more  for 
the  bread  that  perishetn;  that  I  may  thirst 
no  more  for  the  cisterns  that  yield  no  water ; 
but  for  those  rivers  of  pleasure  that  are  at 
thy  right  hand  for  evermore. 
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A  SACRAMENTAL  HYMN. 

Jesus  invites  his  saints 

To  meet  around  his  board : 

Here  pardon'd  rebels  sit  and  hold 
Communion  with  their  Lord. 

For  food  he  gave  his  flesh  ; 

He  bids  us  drink  his  blood  : 
Amazing  favour,  matchless  grace 

Of  our  descending  God ! 

This  holy  bread  and  wine 
Maintain  our  fainting  breath. 

By  union  with  our  living  Lord, 
And  interest  in  his  death. 

Our  heavenly  Father  calls 
Christ  and  his  members  one  : 

We,  the  young  children  of  his  love. 
And  he,  the  firstborn  Son. 

We  are  but  several  parts 
Of  the  same  broken  bread : 

One  body  hath  its  sev'ral  limbs. 
But  Jesus  is  the  head. 

Let  all  our  pow'rs  be  join'd 
His  glorious  name  to  raise : 

Pleasure  and  \o\e  ^  «^«^  tcAsvI-^ 
And  every  voice  "Vi^V^^"^^^* 
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A  devotional  Exercise  at  the  Lord^s  Table* 

O  matchless  bounty  of  the  eternal  God ! 
What  a  gift  is  this !  And  to  what  unworthy 
sinners !  And  will  God  stoop  so  low  to  man^ 
and  come  so  near  him  ?  Will  he  thus  recon- 
cile his  worthless  enemies  ?  Will  he  freely 
pardon  all  that  I  have  done^  and  take  me 
into  his  family  and  love,  and  feed  me  with 
the  flesh  and  olood  of  his  Son  ?  I  believe ; 
Lord,  help  my  unbelief;  I  humbly  and  thank- 
fully accept  thy  gifts !  Open  thou  my  heart, 
that  I  may  yet  more  joyfully  and  more 
thankfully  accept  them.  Behold,  Lord,  a 
wretch  that  needeth  all  this  mercy  !  And,  as 
it  is  the  offer  of  thy  grace  and  covenant,  my 
soul  gladly  takes  thee  for  my  God  and  Fa- 
ther, for  my  Saviour  and  my  Sanctifier. 
And  here  I  give  up  myself  to  thee,  as  thy 
created,  redeemed,  and  regenerated  child ; 
to  be  saved  and  sanctifiea  by  thee ;  to  be 
loved  by  thee,  and  to  love  tnee  for  ever. 
O  seal  this  covenant  by  thy  Spirit,  and  let 
me  be  entirely  and  for  ever  thme ! 
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THE  MEMORIAL  OF  OUR  ABSENT  LORD. 

Jesus  is  gone  above  the  skies. 

Where  our  weak  senses  reach  him  not :  I     \ 

And  carnal  objects  court  our  eyes,  1      j 

To  thrust  our  Saviour  from  our  thought.  ^ 

He  knows  what  wand'ring  hearts  we  have,      (      - 

Apt  to  forget  his  lovely  face : 
And  to  refresh  our  minds  he  gave 

These  kind  memorials  of  his  grace. 

The  Lord  of  life  this  table  spread. 
With  his  own  flesh  and  dying  blood. 

We  on  the  rich  provision  feed. 

And  taste  the  wine,  and  bless  our  God. 

Let  sinful  sweets  be  all  forgot. 

And  earth  grow  less  in  our  esteem  ; 

Christ  and  his  love  fill  every  thought. 
And  faith  and  hope  be  fix'd  on  him. 

While  he  is  absent  from  our  sight, 

'Tis  to  prepare  our  souls  a  place ; 
That  we  may  dwell  in  heavenly  light. 

And  live  for  ever  near  his  face. 

Our  eyes  look  upwards  to  the  hills. 

Whence  our  leVxxttvviv^ljftxd shall  come: 
We  wait  thy  chaiVol's  ia.vjW^  ^\\ft.'^^^ 
To  fetch  our  low^ivi^  ^^vtSXs.'^wftR:. 
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MEDITATION 

AFTER  A  COMMUNION. 

O  what  a  privilege  is  the  Lord's  supper 
hen  it  is  the  means  of  communion  with  the 
on,  and  with  his  Father,  through  the  Spirit ! 
(That  an  honour  is  it  to  be  admitted  to  a 
ast  instituted  by  the  Lamb  of  God,  and 
r  the  enjoyment  of  the  love  of  God !  What 
blessing  is  it  to  sit  down  now  to  the  mar- 
age  supper  of  the  Lamb ;  and  to  partake 
y  faith  ot  its  spiritual  realities  and  delights ! 
here  is  nothm^  beyond  this  upon  earth; 
nd  it  has  sometimes  been  to  the  believing 
3ceiver  a  foretaste  of  heaven.  Yes,  blessed 
e  God,  it  has  been  even  to  thee,  O  my 
3ul,  unworthy  as  thou  art  of  one  crumb 
rom  the  master's  table,  a  feast  of  fat  things, 
f  wines  kept ;  even  of  fat  things,  full  of 
larrow;  of  wines  kept  and  well  refined. 
ind  when  thou  hast  not  been  so  highly 
3asted,  yet  thou  hast  enjoyed  solid  com- 
lunion.  Partaking  of  this  bread  and  wine, 
ccording  to  the  Lord's  institution,  and  de- 
•ending  on  the  Lord's  promise,  thou  hast 
leen  fed  and  nourished  at  his  l«JcAa.  'W^ 
irtue  of  his  Spirit  has  been  ip\x.t  ^ox^  '"^ 
ijr  heart;  and  hy  faith  tlaou  \v»at.  ^^  ^y^ 
ten  the  fesh  and  drunk  the  \AocA  ^^ 
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Son  of  man,  as  thou  didst  eat  the  bread  and 
drink  the  wine.  It  was  strictly  speaking  a 
communion;  being  united  to  Christ  thou 
wast  a  partaker  of  Christ,  and  hadst  a  fel- 
lowship with  him  in  his  life  and  death.  0 
let  me  pray  for  more  of  this ;  and  beg  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  to  increase  my  communion 
with  Jesus,  that  I  may  live  more  and  more 
in  him  and  on  him ;  and  thereby  enj^  more 
of  the  love  of  my  heavenly  Father.  Let  me 
plead  and  expect  the  fumlment  of  his  gra- 
cious promise,  "  He  that  eateth  my  flesh, 
and  drinketh  my  blood,  dwelleth  in  me,  and 
I  in  him.  As  the  living  Father  hath  sent 
me,  and  I  live  by  the  Father ;  so  he  that 
eateth  me,  even  he  shall  live  by  me."-^ 
John  vi.  56,  57. 

PRAYER 

AFTER  A  COMMUNION. 

Glory  be  to  thee,  O  Lord  our  God,  that 
in  our  extreme  need  of  a  Redeemer,  thou 
hast  made  such  a  gracious  provision  for  our 
souls  :  that  thou  hast  given  thy  beloved  Soa 
to  die  for  our  avna,  ^xvX\.ci  %*.ve  us,  after  we 
bad  destroved  oxxt^eWe^.   ^Kv^^^^^fc  \k\ 

name,  that  he  -^^  ^^J^^^^^^t^S 
the  crow/or  ub,  \a^ve»&ttQ. 


PRATER  AFTER  COMMUNION.    431 

at  his  table  to  us.  There  have  I  sat  down 
under  his  shadow^  and  his  fruit  was  sweet 
to  my  taste.  O  how  infinitely  indebted  am 
I  to  thy  mercy,  that  thou  callest  me  to  this 
sweet  heavenly  entertainment;  which  thou 
hast  purchased  and  provided  for  us  at  so 
great  a  price !  O  make  me  more  sensible 
of  thy  love,  and  more  thankful  for  its  blessed 
effects.  Let  me  now  find  the  happy  finiits 
of  strength  and  refreshment  to  my  soul :  even 
strength  against  all  the  temptations  that 
would  pluck  me  out  of  thy  hands;  and  re- 
freshment that  may  render  all  the  pleasures 
of  sin  distasteful  to  me,  and  make  it  my 
meat  and  drink  to  do  the  wiE  of  my  heavenly 
Father.  Let  nothing  take  from  me  the 
savour  I  have  had  of  heavenly  things.  Let 
me  not  forsake  the  Lord  of  love,  who  has 
been  so  good  and  gracious  to  my  soul. 
Other  lords  beside  thee  have  had  dominion 
over  me,  but,  henceforth,  by  thee  only  may 
I  make  mention  of  thy  name.  Let  me  never 
more  take  up  arms  against  my  heavenly 
Sovereign,  to  whom  now  again  I  nave  vowed 
allegiance.  O  let  me  join  myself  to  thee,  my 
Lord,  in  a  perpetual  covenant,  that  shall 
never  be  forgotten.  Thou  art  tlve  Is^'e.^.  <5^ 
all  lords,  who  rulest  us  oiiVv  \Xvbu\.\>clwj.^ks»^^'^ 
bless  us.     O  break  a\\  iW  \JwaX  ^r\»ssv  ^sj 


a  reasonaoie,  noiy,  ana  iiveiy  sacn 
thee.  Be  thou  exalted  in  thine  owni 
so  will  we  sing  and  praise  thy  pow( 
and  continue  me  in  thy  faith,  and 
love  to  my  life's  end.  I  beseech 
accept  this  my  bounden  duty  and 
not  weighing  my  merits,  but  pard< 
offences,  for  the  sake  of  Jesus  C. 
Lord,  who  loved  us,  and  gave  hi 
us :  for  whom,  and  to  whom,  with  th 
self,  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  be  all  th 
praise,  and  honour  and  glory  asc 
me  and  thy  whole  church,  now  and 


.;    ,  more.     Amen. 

HmUhhh  Paraphrase  on  the  23rd  Psaln 
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Why  art  thou  disquieted  within  me?" 
he  Lord  is  my  Shepherd;  The  Lord  Je- 
vah  my  creator ,  and  the  world's  creator ; 

that ''  the  earth  is  the  Lord's  and  the 
Iness  thereof;  the  world,  and  all  that 
veil  therein."  The  Lord  God  omnipotent, 
who  does  what  he  pleases,  both  in  heaven 
id  on  earth :  who  can  open  deep  rivers  in 
gh  places,  and  fountains  in  the  midst  of 
lUeys;  who  can  make  the  wilderness  a 
)ol  of  water,  and  the  dry  land  sprinsB  of 
Iter ;"  and  *'  cause  all  things  to  work  to- 
other for  the  good  of  those  who  love  him." 
he  Lord  Jesus,  my  Saviour,  my  friend,  my 
ier  brother,  bone  of  my  bone,  and  flesh 

my  flesh;  and  who,  tnerefore,  can  be 
uched  with  the  feeling  of  my  iniSrmities : 
fio  knows  what  things  I  stand  in  need  of, 
id  will  not  suffer  me  to  be  tried  above 
dat  he  will  enable  me  to  bear. 

The  Lord  is  my  Shepherd.  Blessed  Sa- 
our,  thou  art  called  by  various  names,  all 

which  display  great  condescension  and 
)odness ;  but  none  of  the  characters  thou 
Lst  assumed  is  expressive  of  more  tender 
Fection,  and  watchful  care,  than  that  of  a 
'lepherd  ;  and  none  of  them  hast  thou  more 
•aciously  fulfilled.  Hoti  \\iSai\\.'^  ^«s6a^. 
7u  surpassed  the  "best  %\ie^ex^'^^^'^'^ 
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existed.  Other  shepherds  have  been  re- 
markable for  looking  diligently  to  the  state 
of  their  flocks^  providing  for  their  proper 
pasture,  taking  care  that  none  of  them  went 
astray,  and  defending  them  against  beasts 
of  nrey.  But  when  was  it  ever  known  that 
a  snepherd  laid  down  his  life  for  his  sheep? 
and  yet  this  has  the  Lord  my  Shepherd  i 
done.  ' 

/  shall  not  want.  I  cannot  want,  if  he 
undertake  for  my  supply.  I  may  indeed 
want  health ;  or  1  may  want  wealth ;  or  I 
may  want  Mends.  I  may  want  a  thousand 
things,  which  others  may  think,  or  which  I 
myself  may  be  so  far  mistaken  as  to  think 
necessary  for  my  happiness.  But  my  faith- 
ful and  infinitely  wise  Shepherd  best  knows 
what  I  want.  He  may  see  a  change  of 
pasture  (though  seemingly  from  good  to 
bad)  advantageous.  He  may  see  I  want 
medicine,  when  I  may  think  I  want  cordials. 
He  mav  seel  want  humbling,  when  I  may 
think  I  wan  consolation.  But  I  will  com- 
fort myself  with  this,  what  I  really  want  I 
shall  assuredly  have. 

Ver.  2d.  He  maketh  me  to  lie  down  M 
green  pastures  ;  he  leadeth  me  beside  the  still 
waters.  And  ate  not  present  mercies  suf- 
ficient pledges  o£  iuVuxe.  wr^^^*^    1  have 
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all  things  richly  to  enjoy,  both  for  life  and 
godliness.  And  it  is  the  peculiarity  of  gos- 
pel blessings  that  they  do  not  perish  in  the 
using.  The  waters  of  the  sanctuary  are 
living  waters.  The  "  river,  the  streams 
whereof  make  glad  the  city  of  our  God," 
depends  not  on  creature  sources  for  its  sup- 
ply. It  rises  in  heaven ;  it  springs  imme- 
diately from  the  throne  of  God ;  and  is  fed 
from  the  everflowing  and  overflowing  foun- 
tain of  grace  and  glory.  Other  pastures 
may  be  eaten  bare,  or  scorched  up  with 
drought;  but  the  pastures  where  Christ 
leads  his  flocks  are  covered  with  perpetual 
verdure,  and  afibrd  the  richest  entertain- 
ment to  starving  souls. 

Ver.  3d.  He  restoreth  my  soul.  Thanks 
be  to  my  ever  faithful  guide  and  guardian ! 
He  ordereth  my  steps,  and  pondereth  all 
my  goings;  and,  by  the  most  endearing 
cords  of  love,  hath  bound  me  fast  to  the 
horns  of  the  altar.  How  frequently,  how 
solemnly  (and  I  would  hope  sincerely),  have 
I  renewed  those  bonds,  and  entered  into 
fresh  engagements,  that  though  all  men 
should  forsake  him,  yet  would  not  I !  And 
when  I  have  been  at  his  table  feasting  on 
his  smiles,  tasting  tViat\o\me;^>KxsN^s^^^ 
18  feeder  than  life,  aud\>^\i'^^\TL%^^^^^ 
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of  the  onlv  begotten  of  the  Father,  full  of 
CTOCC  and  truth,  I  have  thought  it  abio- 
futely  impossible  that  I  shouM  ever  lose 
sight  of  him ;  that  my  heart  should  ever 
wander  from  him.  I  ttien  thought,  and  re- 
solved, that  my  eye  should  be  ever  towards 
the  Lord,  and  that  I  would  forsake  houses 
and  lands,  and  riches  and  pleasures,  and 
everything  that  would  intercept  between 
my  soul  and  my  Saviour.  But  alas !  Ok 
how  am  I  ashamed  and  grieved  at  the  re- 
membrance of  my  sad  declensions !  Such  a 
time,  and  such  a  time  alas,  if  I  were  to 
reckon  up  all  the  times  when  I  turned  away 
from  the  Lord,  where  should  I  begin,  anJ 
where  should  I  end  ?  It  would  be  only  a 

I)ainful  recital  of  the  greatest  part  of  my 
ife.  It  were  much  easier  to  reckon  up  the 
days  wherein  I  walked  humbly  with  my 
God,  than  those  wherein  I  walked  after  the 
ways  of  my  own  heart.  But  still  the  Lord 
18  my  Shepherd.  He  restoreth  my  soul.  Some- 
times ho  draws  me  by  a  mercy,  sometimes 
he  drives  me  back  with  the  rod  :  sometimes 
ho  looks  me  into  penitence  and  tears,  as  he 
did  Peter ;  sometimes  he  christens  me  into 
thoughtfulncss.     He  Xeodcllx  me  va  t\e  ^fa  [ 

should  pcriBli.     For  Kuname  ^  *a^e.  ^^\. 
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xindcrtaken  and  promised  for  me.  And  for 
his  name's  sake  he  will  not  suffer  me  to 
draw  hack  unto  perdition.  He  will  keep 
me,  therefore,  from  falling;  or  restore  me 
when  I  do  fall;  and  preserve  me,  hy  his 
mighty  power,  through  faith  unto  salva- 
tion. 

HYMN. 

Seeking  the  pastures  of  Christ. — Cant.  i.  7,  8. 

Thou  whom  my  soul  admires  above 
All  earthly  joy,  all  earthly  love ; 
Tell  me,  dear  Shepherd,  let  me  know, 
Where  do  thy  sweetest  pastures  grow  ? 

Where  is  the  shadow  of  that  rock 
That  from  the  sun  defends  thy  flock  ? 
Fain  would  I  feed  among  thy  sheep, 
Among  them  rest,  among  them  sleep. 

Why  should  thy  bride  appear  like  one 
That  turns  aside  to  paths  unknown  ? 
My  constant  feet  would  never  rove, 
Would  never  seek  another  love. 

The  footsteps  of  thy  flock  I  see ; 

Thy  sweetest  pastures  rich  and  free  : 

A  wondrous  feast  thy  love  prepares. 

Bought  with  thy  wounds,  and  groans,  and  tears. 

His  dearest  flesh  he  gives  for  food. 
And  bids  me  drink  his  precious  blo^d. 
Here  to  these  hills  my  sou\  ^tia^  ewsw^^ 
Till  my  beloved  leads  rae  Vioxxv^. 
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For  a  Family  under  Affliction. 

O  thou  infinitely  great  and  glorious  God! 
thou  killest  and  makest  alive ;  thou  wound- 
est  and  thou  healest ;  thou  bringest  down 
to  the  grave  and  bringest  back  again. 
Thou  doest  according  to  thy  will  in  the 
armies  of  heaven^  and  among  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  earth ;  and  none  can  stay  thine 
hand  or  say  unto  thee,  ''What  doest  thou T' 
Yet  righteous  art  thou  in  all  thy  ways^  and 
holy  in  all  thy  works.  Even  when  thou 
afHictest  and  causest  trouble  and  heaviness 
to  fall  upon  us,  it  is  that  we  may  learn 
righteousness  from  thy  judgments,  and  re- 
ceive profit  from  thy  correction.  And,  0 
our  God !  though  thou  hast  now  visited  our 
house  with  sickness,  and  art  calling  us  to 
humiliation  for  our  sins ;  yet  we  would  still 
speak  good  of  thy  name,  and  love  and  bless 
thee.  We  desire  in  the  midst  of  judgment  . 
to  remember  thy  mercies.  How  long  has 
each  of  our  family  lain  down  and  risen  up,  i 
gone  out  and  come  m,Y[v\v^^\Jcv,m  strength, 
and  in  peace  I  Hovj\otl?^V^  ««^^  ^^t^^^^\ 
the  Lord  shone  i^ipou  u^  VvVW^^x.  xdx.««.x.- 
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sion !  For  these  multiplied  favours,  blessed 
be  thy  name,  O  most  gracious  God !  And 
shall  we  receive  so  much  good  at  thy  hand, 
and  shall  we  not  receive  evil  ?  Tne  cup 
which  our  heavenly  Father  hath  given  us, 
shall  we  not  drink  it  ?  We  humbly  take  it 
from  thine  hands,  O  our  God,  in  a  full  per- 
suasion of  thy  fatherly  love.  We  desire  to 
resign  all  our  thoughts  and  desires  unto 
thee.  The  Lord  gave,  and  the  Lord  hath 
taken  away;  blessed  be  the  name  of  the 
Lord !  Blessed  be  thy  name  that  thou  hast 
continued  so  long  the  enjoyments  thou  now 
callest  us  to  resign :  ana  blessed  be  thy 
name,  if,  by  resigning  our  will  to  thine,  we 
can  testify  our  faith  in  thee  and  affection 
to  thee.  We  have  nothing  too  great  or 
too  dear  to  resign  to  thee,  from  whose 
bountiful  hand  we  have  received  our  all. 
O  that  no  repining  thought  may  arise  in 
our  hearts  to  disorder  or  discompose  our 
duty  to  thee,  or  towards  our  neighbour: 
but  help  us  rather  to  think  wherein  we  have 
offended  thee;  and  wherein  we  have  done 
iniquity,  to  do  so  no  more.  Let  us  place 
our  affections  more  steadfastly  on  things 
above,  and  lay  up  our  treasure  and  hoiMi  yss. 
heaven,  where  our  "  \\?e  \!a\v\<^.^\J^^^^^^^ 
m   God."    We  thank  t\iee,  O  ^^vJc.^'^^'^ 
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mercies,  that  thou  hast  given  us  such  ever- 
lasting consolation  through  thy  grace  in 
Christ  Jesus.  We  will  praise  thy  name 
for  ever,  for  those  exceeding  great  and  pre- 
cious promises  which  are  our  support  and 
comfort  in  all  the  troubles  of  this  life.  In- 
crease our  faith,  strengthen  and  confirm 
our  hope,  and  raise  up  our  spirits  continu- 
ally to  that  blessed  place  where  Jesus  is, 
that  we  may  reioice  m  hope  of  that  immor- 
tal life  where  all  tears  shall  be  wiped  away 
from  our  eyes;  where  sighing  and  sorrow 
shall  never  enter;  and  where,  through  the 
riches  of  divine  grace,  we  hope  to  follow 
those  who  are  now,  through  faith  and  pa- 
tience, inheriting  the  promises;  and  where 
we  hope  to  join  togetner  in  praising  that 
wise  and  merciful  Providence,  which,  by 
ways  most  contrary  to  our  desires,  brought 
us  to  endless  and  undisturbed  bliss. 

Keep  us,  O  our  God,  in  a  humble,  quiet, 
and  dutiful  submission  to  thee,  waiting  for 
that  peaceful  and  joyful  repose  in  the  etcr 
nal  rest  which  thou  hast  prepared  for  thy 
people  through  thy  mercies  in  Christ  Jesus; 
by  whom  all  gVoi^,  \icpassva,  love,  and  obe- 
dience be  renderedi  \.o  >icitt^,  ^i^Si^  \!ksy«  ^ 
tor  ever.     Amen. 


UNDER  HEAVY  AFFLICTION.  441 

For  a  FamUy  under  heavy  Affliction. 
O  thou  wise  and  mercifdl  Governor  of 
the  world  !  we  have  often  said.  Thy  will  be 
done ;  and  now  thy  will  is  painful  to  us. 
But  shall  we  on  that  account  unsay  what 
we  have  so  often  said?  God  forbid!  We 
come  rather  to  lay  ourselves  down  at  thy 
feet,  and  to  declare  our  full  and  free  sub- 
mission to  all  thy  sacred  pleasure !  O  Lord, 
thou  art  just  and  righteous  in  all !  We  ac- 
knowledge in  thy  presence  that  we  have 
deserved  this,  ana  ten  thousand  times  more ; 
we  acknowledge  that  it  is  of  thy  mercy  that 
we  are  not  consumed;  that  the  least  degree 
of  comfort  yet  remains.  But  shall  we  speak 
to  thee  only  as  our  judge  ?  O  Lord,  thou 
hast  taught  us  a  tenderer  name :  thou  con- 
descendest.to  call  thyself  our  Father,  and 
to  speak  of  correction  as  the  effects  of  thy 
love.  O  welcome,  welcome  those  afflictions, 
which  are  the  tokens  of  thy  parental  affec- 
tion ;  the  marks  of  our  adoption  into  thy 
family.  Thou  knowest  what  discipline  we 
need.  Thou  seest,  O  Lord,  that  folly  which 
there  is  in  the  hearts  of  thy  poor  froward 
and  thoughtless  children ;  and  knowest  what 
rods  and  what  strokes  are  needful  to  ds.v;<^ 
It  away.  We  would,  t\v.ete^at^,\5fe  '^^  '^^^^ 
wction  to  thee  and  live.    "NNe  ^oxi^^^' 


442  OCCASIONAL  PRAYERS. 

thy  strokes^  not  merely  because  we  cannot 
resist  them ;  but  because  we  love  and  trust 
in  thee.  We  would  sweetly  acquiesce  and 
rest  in  thy  will^  as  well  as  stoop  to  it^  and 
say,  "  Good  is  the  word  of  the  tord."  Yea, 
Lord,  we  will  praise  thee,  that  thda  art  thus 
kindly  training  us  up  for  glory.  The  cup 
which  our  heavenly  Father  puts  into  our 
hands,  shall  we  not  drink  it  ?  By  thine  as- 
sistance and  support  we  will.  Only  be 
pleased,  O  Lord,  to  stand  by  us,  and  some- 
times to  grant  us  a  favourable  look  in  the 
midst  of  our  sufferings ;  and  support  our 
souls  by  thy  consolations.  However  severe 
this  night  of  aiBiction  may  seem,  if  thou 
sayest,  "  Let  there  be  light,"  there  shall  be 
light.  But  we  are  more  concerned  that  our 
afflictions  may  be  sanctified,  than  that  they 
may  be  removed.  Number  us,  O  Goa, 
among  the  happy  persons  whom,  while  thou 
chastenest,  thou  teachest  out  of  thy  law ! 
Shew  us,  we  beseech  thee,  wherefore  thou 
contendest  with  us ;  and  purify  us  by  the  fire 
that  is  so  painful  to  us,  while  we  are  pass- 
ing through  it !  Dost  thou  not  chasten  thy 
children  for  this  very  end,  that  they  may 
be  partakers  of  tl\\  holiness  ?  Thou  know- 
cstj  O  God,  it  \s  \W  ovsx  ^w^Sa  ^^^\st^«5a*h- 
ing"  after.    W  e  axe  ^w\ak^x^  «^ w^  xassosKti^ 
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of  thy  bounty,  of  thy  gospel ;  and  we  hope, 
in  some  measure,  partakers  of  the  grace  of 
it  operating  on  our  hearts.  O  may  it  operate 
more  and  more,  that  we  may  largely  par- 
take of  thine  holiness  too;  that  we  may 
come  nearer  and  nearer  in  the  temper  of  our 
minds  to  thee,  O  blessed  God !  Let  our  souls 
be  melted  in  the  furnace,  if  we  may  but 
thereby  be  made  fit  for  being  delivered  into 
the  mould  of  thy  gospel,  and  bearing  thy 
bright  and  amiable  image  for  ever.   Amen. 

PRAYER  FOR  A  FAMILY, 

WTien  any  member  of  it  is  sick;  to  be  med 
either  Morning  or  Evening, 

Most  great  and  glorious  God ;  thou  art 
the  maker,  and  sovereign  Lord  of  all !  Thou 
killest  and  thou  makest  alive ;  thou  wound- 
est  and  thou  healest ;  thou  bringest  down 
to  the  gates  of  the  grave,  and  thou  raisest 
up  again !  And  thou  dost  according  to  thy 
will  in  the  armies  of  heaven,  and  among  all 
the  inhabitants  of  the  earth :  and  none  can 
stay  thine  hand,  or  say  unto  thee,  "What 
docst  thou  ?" 

Yet  righteous  art  thou  in  all  thy  wa^&^ 
holj  in  aS  thy  works,  and.  gcyo^L  \xv  -5^  *^^ 
dispensations  of  thy  proxidetvae  \.q^«x.^*^ 
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children  of  men;  even  in  those  which  are 
afflictive^  and,  for  the  present^  not  joyous, 
but  OTievons ! 

We  believe  that  thou  dost  never  will- 
ingly afflict  or  grieve  the  children  of  men; 
but  that  it  is  only  if  need  be,  that  we,  or 
any  belonging  to  us,  are  at  any  time  in 
heaviness  through  trials  and  distresses ! 

Although,  therefore,  thou  hast  now  vi^ 
sited  our  family  with  sickness ;  and  we  are 
humbling  ourselves  with  thy  mighty  hand; 
yet  we  would  still  adore,  and  love,  and  bless 
thy  holy  name. 

We  desire,  at  this  season,  to  bless  and 
praise  thee,  O  Lord,  for  all  the  past  mercies 
with  which  thou  hast  visited  us  and  our 
household!  God  forbid  that  the  present 
trouble  and  suflFering  should  make  us  forget 
those  many,  those  constant  benefits,  where- 
with thou  nast  been  daily  loading  us !  How 
freat  is  the  sum  of  them !  More  than  the 
airs  of  our  heads,  and  innumerable  as  the 
sands  upon  the  sea-shore ! 

How  loliff  have  we  enjoyed  family  com- 
forts and  blessings,  without  any  interrup- 
tion !   How  long  has  each  member  of  our 
house  been  favo\iTeA.m\Xv  health  and  ease, 
and  numberless  \>o^>j  xaetcvi^X^^^VRss^ 
has  thy  candle  s\\otlq^  ^v^sti  ^^ix  XaJ^^ro^s.. 


FOR  SICKNESS  IN  A.  FAMILY.  445 

without  any  interposing  cloud !  Blessed  be 
J     thy  good  and  holy  name,  O  lord,  for  these 
constant,  these  never-ceasing  favours !  We 
,     are  less  than  the  least  of  all  the  mercy  and 
.     of  all  the  truth  thou  hast  caused  to  pass 
,     before  us.     And  when  we  consider  how  un- 
'     worthy  our  sins  have  rendered  us  of  the  least 
notice  and  regard  from  thee ;  when  wo  con- 
j     sider  how  we  have  exposed  ourselves,  by 
our  numberless  trans^essions,  to  thine  an- 
■     ^er,  and  all  the  dreadful  effects  of  it,  both 
,     m  time  and  to  eternity,  we  are  amazed  that 
we  are  yet  alive.     We  are  astonished,  that 
instead  of  suffering  so  little  as  we  have,  we 
are  not  sinking  under  the  weight  of  thine 
heavy  indignation !  The  least  mercy  we  re- 
ceive from  thee  is  more  than  we  deserve, 
and  the  greatest  affliction  less  !  Blessed  be 
thy  condescending  goodness  and  compassion, 
that  thou  hast  opened  the  way  for  our  relief, 
under  every  mortal  trouble,  by  thus  direct- 
ing us  in  thy  word,  "  Is  ahy  man  afflicted  ? 
let  him  pray!"  To  thee,  O  Father  of  mer- 
cies, do  we  direct  our  supplications  at  this 
time  !  O  Lord,  be  not  far  from  us  when  trou- 
ble is  so  near!    In  an  entire  submission  to 
the   determinations  of  thy  wise  axvA  \Nfi?^ 
will  do  we  now  earnestiy  -^tvj  %3^  *^  ^^^ 
vant  under  thine  afflictmgV'Mv^.'^^^'^^'^^'^ 
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ness  fills  us  with  so  much  concern.  Look  up- 
on him  (or  her)  in  his  low  estate^  and  remem- 
ber him,  because  thy  mercy  endureth  for 
ever  !  SuiFer  not,  we  beseech  thee,  O  Lord, 
the  disorder  to  proceed !  Let  not  this  sick- 
ness be  unto  cleath,  but  to  the  glory  of 
God!  Thou  knowest  his  frame.  Lord,  lay 
no  more  upon  him  than  thou  wilt  enable 
him  to  bear !  And,  O  thou  great  Physician, 
without  whom  all  others  are  of  no  value,  do 
thou  direct  to  the  most  proper  and  suitable 
means,  and  give  thy  blessing,  and  the  de- 
sired success  in  the  use  of  them !  And  in 
thy  due  time  restore  thy  servant  to  health 
and  strength  again  ;  and  to  a  capacity  for 
honouring  and  serving  thee  in  his  family, 
and  the  world  about  him.  In  the  mean  time 
we  desire  and  pray  that  the  aflEliction  may 
be  sanctified  to  him  (or  her).  Blessed  is 
the  man  whom  thou  chastenest,  O  Lord, 
and  teachcst  out  of  thy  law !  Give  him  that 
patience  and  resignation  that  is  so  necessary 
and  becoming  in  nis  condition !  Look  upon 
his  affliction  and  pain,  and  forgive  all  his  sin ! 
And  may  he  be  raised  up  from  his  sick  bed 
to  praise  thy  name,  lo^wj  those  vows  which 
he  makes  in  tTo\ib\e,  ycl  \!tife  *&a&.^\s^^<^  of 
thy  saints,  and  to  N^iftsL  \i^^^^^  ^^^  \^  "^ 
land  ofthelivixvg^ 
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And,  O  Lord,  help  us  that  are  now  in 
health  to  be  preparing  for  sickness !  Let 
not  the  youngest  of  us  glory  in  our  strength 
or  vigour,;  but  may  we  use  our  various  ta- 
lents in  a  course  of  well  doing;  that  so, 
whenever  thou  shalt  call  any  of  us  to  our 
chambers  and  beds  of  sickness,  we  may  not 
be  aifrighted  at  the  summons.  But  may 
we  then  have  those  consolations  which  the 
world  can  neither  give  nor  take  away ! 

Now  unto  God,  the  only  wise,  be  glory, 
through  Jesus  Christ,  for  ever  and  ever. 
Amen. 

A  FAMILY  PRAYER, 

For  Resignation  when  any  Member  has  been 
removed  by  Death. 

O  thou  Father  of  our  Spirits,  we  would 
lay  our  hands  on  our  mouths,  and  fall  down 
now  before  thee,  humbly  to  own  thy  sove- 
reign right  to  dispose  of  us,  and  all  we  have 
andlare,  as  thou  pleasest;  we  are  in  thy 
hands  as  the  clay  in  'the  hand  of  the  potter. 
May  our  language  be,  '*  It  is  the  Lord,  let 
him  do  what  seemeth  him  goodT  "The 
Lord  gave,  and  the  Lord  hath  taken  away^ 
and  blessed  be  the  name  o^  \)[^a'\jKst^?  "^' 
desire  to  tnow  whetefoie  \Xvfe  ^ijsst^  ^^  ^"^ 
tending  with  us. 
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Are  there  any  in  this  household  careless 
and  unconcerned  about  their  souls?  I>ord, 
awaken  them  from  their  security !  May  this 
messenger  from  the  dead  startle  them,  and 
awaken  them  to  call  upon  their  God ! 

Are  there  others  who  have  lost  their 
first-love,  grown  lukewarm  in  religion,  and 
lived  too  much  like  men  of  the  world?  0 
that  this  providence  may  bring  us  back! 
May  we  repent  and  do  our  first  work,  kit 
when  our  master  cometh  he  may  find  ns 
sleeping !  And  may  we  all  be  quickened  to 
a  greater  diligence,  that  whatsoever  our 
hands  find  to  do,  we  may  do  it  with  all  our 
might. 

May  we  all  keep  constantly  in  remem- 
brance how  short  our  time  is ;  that  so  we 
may  not  boast  ourselves  of  to-morrow,  since 
we  know  not  what  a  day  may  bring  forth. 
But  may  we  now,  in  this  our  day,  mind 
the  things  which  belong  to  our  everlasting 
peace,  before  they  are  hid  fix)m  our  eyes; 
enable  us  to  fill  up  every  remainingf  day 
well,  that  so  our  last  day  may  be  our  best  , 
and  the  day  of  our  death  better  than  the 
day  of  our  birth.  Blessed  are  those  servants 
whom  their  "LoiA.'wVkfcwhft  cometh  shall  find 
so  doing  I 

Blessed  \>e  t\i^  Tiam*.  ^oai^Jv^.^-^ 
of  darkness,  sorrow  «cv^  ^-^"^V\=^-  «^  - 
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ortality  are  brought  to  light  by  the  gos- 
A !  Blessed  be  the  Qod  and  Father  of  our 
Old  Jesus  Christ,  who  has  begotten  us 
rain  to  a  lively  hope,  by  the  resurrection 
Jesus  Christ  from  the  dead,  to  an  in- 
3ritance  incorruptible,  undefiled,  and  that 
deth  not  away,  reserved  in  heaven  for  lis ! 
We  believe  in  God,  we  believe  also  in 
2SUS,  the  author  and  finisher  of  our  faith, 
hrough  him  we  may  hope,  not  only  for 
le  complete  happiness  of  our  souls  in  an- 
her  world,  but  fot  the  resurrection  of  our 
)dies  to  glory,  honour,  arid  immortality ! 
O  that  these  consolations  may  be  ours ! 
!ay  we  be  sure  of  a  title  to  them,  by  being 
iconciled  to  God  through  his  Soil;  that, 
iving  our  sins  pardoned,  arid  being  created 
lew  in  Christ  Jesus,  we  may  rejoice  toge- 
ler  and  comfort  one  anothet  with  these 
lessed  promises ! 

And  now  unto  that  glorious  Lord,  who 
as  dead  and  is  alive  again,  and  lives  for 
^crmore,  and  has  the  toys  of  death ;  who 
ed  and  rose  again,  and  tevived,  that  he 
ight  be  Lord  both  of  the  dead  and  of  the 
nrig;  to  him  be  honour  and  glory,  sal- 
ition,  victory,  triumph,  and  domitLvoxv,  -fe^ 
er  and  ever.     Amen. 
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A  Family  Thanksgiving  for  the  Recovery  ^ 
a  Sick  Person. 

Most  merciful  and  gracious  Lord  Grod; 
thou  art  good,  and  thou  doest  good,  and  thj 
tender  mercies  are  over  all  thy  works :  and 
this  is  the  message  which  we  have  heard, 
which  we  have  seen,  and  which  we  have 
particularly  experienced,  that  God  is  love! 

Blessed,  for  ever  blessed  be  thy  name, 
that,  instead  of  being  known  to  us  by  tie 
judgments  which  thou  mightest  righteously 
execute  upon  us,  thou  art  manifested  to  us 
as  a  God,  willing  to  forgive  all  our  iniqui- 
ties ;  who  healest  all  our  diseases  :  who  re- 
newest  our  youth,  and  health,  and  vigow, 
and  crownest  us  with  constant  loving-tiBi* 
ness!  Thou  hast  been  better  to  us  than 
our  fears,  and  larger  than  our  hopes  awl 
expectations. 

O  that  men  would  praise  the  Lord  for  , 
his  goodness,  and  for  his  wonderful  works  to 
the  children  of  men !  O  let  us,  in  this  family, 
give  thanks  unto  the  Lord;  for  wo  have  a- 
bundant  reason  to  say,  he  is  good,  because 
his  mercy  endureth  for  ever.  To  him  who 
alone  doeth  gveat  wonders,  for  his  mercy 
endureth  for  e\eic.  TloV\\£v  ^V^  \\a.th  re- 
membered us  m  OUAONN  ^^\.^V^  A^^\fia\SiR»S\ 
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eiidureth  for  ever.  The  voice  of  rejoicing 
and  salvation  is  now  in  our  tabernacle.  The 
right-hand  of  the  Lord  doeth  mighty  things. 
Thy  right-hand,  O  Lord,  is  exsutcd !  Thy 
servant,  whom  thou  hast  lately  afflicted, 
shall  not  die,  but  live,  and  declare  the  works 
of  the  Lord!  The  Lord  hath  chastened 
sore ;  but  adored  be  his  sparing  mercy,  he 
hath  not  delivered  over  unto  death !  The 
living,  they  shall  praise  thee,  as  thy  restored 
servant  does  at  tnis  time ;  the  parents  to 
the  children  shall  make  known  thy  truth! 
Accept,  O  Lord,  we  beseech  thee,  the 
thanksgivings  of  thy  servant  in  particular ! 
Thou  hast  delivered  his  (or  her)  soul  from 


death,  hkwres  from  fears,  and  his  feet  from 
heard  his  voice  and  his  supplications,  and 


falling.  ^P  may  he  love  the  Lord,  who  has 


endeavour  to  walk  more  exactly  before  thee 
in  the  land  of  the  living.  May  thy  servant 
be  enabled  to  go  to  thine  house ;  and  there 
may  we  be  among  the  people  that  shall  \vit- 
ness  to  the  payment  of  his  vows ;  and  join 
with  them  in  offering  the  sacrifice  of  thanks- 
giving, and  calling  upon  the  name  of  the 
Iiord. 

And  may  this  instance  of  thy  goodness 

and  mercy,  O  heavenly  TatYvet,  ^^^^V  ^2>=^^ 

inSuence  all  before  thee  m  a  ^xo^et.  \sx^s2s^- 
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ner.  May  we  all  learn  more  sensibly^  that 
our  greatest  worldly  good,  otir  dearest  com-  ' 
forts,  are  not  in  our  own  hands ;  but  thiit  we 
depend  on  God  for  them  all !  May  We  con- 
sider them  as  thy  gifts,  O  Lord,  that  thou  | 
makest  every  earthly  blessing'  to  bfe  to  us 
what  it  is :  and  may  we  use  and  enjoy  them 
all,  as  those  who  know  the  fashion  of  this  world 
is  passinff  away,  and  we  ourselves  idth  it! 

O  God,  grant  that  from  this  late  affliction 
in  our  family  we  may  live  more  like  persons 
who  are  not  to  live  together  d^lways  here; 
and  so  behave  as  that  we  may  bc5  better  | 
prepared  for  a  breach  in  our  ratnily  when  ' 
God  shall  think  fit  to  make  it.  _And  then, 
whichsoever  of  us  is  called  aw^M^rst^  maj 
he  be  ready  to  obey  the  sunnmns;  ana 
though  parted  hete,  be  joined  to  the  nobler 
family  above !  O  may  we  all  meet  there, 
to  be  for  ever  with  one  another,  and  wid 
the  Lord. 

That  we  may  not  be  disappointed  of  so 
comfortable  a  hope,  may  we  henceforward 
be  quickened  to  a  more  abounding  diligence 
in  working  that  work  for  which  thou  halt 
sent  us  into  the  world.  May  we  loam  bj 
the  mercies  of  God  to  fill  up  our  stations 
and  relations  \tv  out  fexailv  better  than  we 
iave  done,     ^y  ^^^  St^^  ^Ckct^-^  \sia^  ^c 
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^  be  constrauied  to  devote  ourselves  living^ 

J  sacrifices,  holy  and  acceptable  to  our  God : ' 

I  that  whether  we  Uy§  pr  aie|  we  may  be  thine 

„  forever.    Amen* 

■      A  Family  Prayer  in  prospect  of  a  Journey. 

^,        Most  blessed  and  everlasting  God !  thou 

J,     art  great,  and  of  great  power,  and  thine 

j     understanding  is  infinite !     Thou,  O  Lord, 

I     hast  searched  and  known  us,  thou  under- 

^     standest  our  thoughts  ftfar  off;  thou  com- 

;     passest  our  path,  and  our  lying  down,  and 

\     art  acquainted  with  all  our  ways !    Whither 

can  we  go  from  thy  Spirit,  O  Lord?    And 

whither  shall  we  ftee  from  thy  presence  ?  If 

we  ascend  up  into  heaven,  thou  art  there ! 

If  we  make  our  bed  in  the  grave,  behold 

thoi^.  art  there !     If  we  take  the  wings  of 

the  morning,  and  dwell  in  the  uttermost 

I)arts  of  the  sea,  even  there  shall  thy  hand 
ead  us,  and  thy  right-hand  shall  hold  us ! 
If  we  say,  surely  the  darkness  shall  cover 
us,  even  the  nignt  shall  be  light  about  us ; 
yea,  the  darkness  hideth  not  from  thee,  the 
night  shineth  as  the  day,  the  darkness  and 
the  light  are  both  alike  to  thee !  Adored 
be  thy  name,  O  Lord,  for  the  -^xci^^  ^^ 
have  had  of  thy  constant  we^ctve,^  ^^^^  ^^s*, 
from  the  constant,  favouxa^\e,  ^lA  ^gt-sv.^v^^ 
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•effects  of  it!  From  the  beffinning  of  ou 
lives  to  this  day  hast  thou  been  with  us 
in  our  lying  down  and  rising  up ;  in  all  th 
business  pi  every  day,  and  amidst  all  tl 
terrors  and  darkness  of  every  night :  and  i 
every  place  we  have  found  thee  nigh  unl 
us,  as  our  friend,  our  preserver,  and  beii( 
factor ! 

We  desire  now  solemnly  to  recommen 
ourselves  to  thy  care  and  protection,  f( 
the  journey  we  are  designing  to  undertaki 
Being  encouraged  from  our  past  experienc 
of  thy  watchfxu  providence,  and  comforte 
with  the  thought  of  thy  universal  presence 
we  commit  our  ways  unto  thee,  O  Lord 
humbly  acknowledging  thee  in  them,  an 
begging  thou  wouldest  direct  our  paths !  ] 
-.  "  thy  presence  go  not  with  us,  let  us  not  g 

up  from  our  habitation.  But  as  we  hope  y^ 
are  undertaking  nothing  unlawful  in  itsel 
nor  unsuitable,  we  humbly  I>ray,  that  ^ 
may  be  the  objects  of  thy  special  care  ar 
protection !  Direct  our  course  for  us,  ar 
be  with  us  in  the  way  in  which  we  go.  Kcc 
us  from  every  evil  to  which  we  are  exposed 
ieep,  wc  beseech  thee,  all  our  bones,  thj 
not  one  of  them  m^.N  >Q^\st^^w.  ^Yeser\ 
to  us  OUT  bod\\y\veawv,«xAm'2.^^ 
tend  to  the  coiv&Tm\xvs  ^tx^^^'<.^^^^>«^%^ 
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Provide,  wc  pray  thee,  for  our  bodily 
wants  by  the  way ;  give  us  bread  to  eat,  and 
raiment  to  put  on.  In  every  place  where 
we  shall  go  may  we  find  favour,  and  behave 
in  a  proper  and  becoming  manner.  Keep 
us,  we  beseech  thee,  from  all  manner  of  sin. 
May  we  set  thee,  the  Lord,  always  before 
us ;  that  so  we  may  never  venture  to  be  off 
our  guard  because  we  may  be  at  a  distance 
from  those  who  used  to  observe,  and  take 
notice  of  our  conduct  at  other  times.  May 
we  preserve  a  sense  of  God  and  religion 
upon  our  minds,  in  all  places  and  companies ; 
and  take  every  proper  opportunity  to  per- 
form the  duties  of  religious  worship.  Par- 
ticularly help  us  to  maintain  a  constant 
regard  to  thy  holy  day  as  often  as  it  shall 
return ;  and,  instead  of  profaning  it  by  un- 
necessary travelling  or  amusements,  keep 
it  holy  to  thee,  the  Lord !  May  we  endea- 
vour to  do  all  the  good  we  can  wherever  we 
go,  and  so  leave  a  blessing  and  not  a  curse 
behind  us.  And  do  thou  succeed  and  pros- 
per whatever  we  lawfully  undertake,  and 
sanctify  to  us  our  diversions  and  recreations. 

May  our  frequent  removes  from  one  place 
to  another  put  us  contiuualVj  \xv  \soxs5s.  ^ 
our  unsettled  state  in  t\\\s  \nox\Sl.    "^^a.^^^ 
consider  ourselves  as  pilgnm^  aw^  ^Xxw^'^^^ 
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upon  earth;  as  those  who  have  here  no  eon- 
tinuiDg  city^  but  are  seeking  one  to  come.  0 
may  we  learn  to  reckon  our  whole  life  as  % 
journey  towards  that  everlastings  uncjuoi^ 
able  settlement !  And  may  such  a  notice 
of  life  teach  us  the  better  to  bear  and  stmg- 
gle  with  the  evils  and  trials  of  if^  and  to  be 
more  moderate  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  coin- 
forts  of  it :  that  so  we  may  neither  tire  nor 
faint  in  our  course,  nor  be  at  a  fatal  stand. 
Nor  may  we  ever  mistake  our  way;  but 
hold  on  and  hold  out  unto  the  end.  And 
may  we  be  guided  through  the  whole  by 
thy  counsel^  and  at  last  be  received  to  thy 


^'¥. 


r  ateh  over  our  habitation,  O  "Lord,  we 
beseech  thee,  in  our  absence :  may  thine 
eye  be  upon  it  by  night  and  by  dav;  keep 
it  safe  from  devouring  flames,  and  m>m  the 
attempts  of  wicked  men.  And,  in  thy  due 
time,  may  we  be  returned  in  health,  safety, 
and  comfort,  and  find  our  tabernacle  in 
peace ! 

To  thee  we  recommend  our  friends  and 
all  our  fellow  creatures.  Mercifully  regard, 
we  beseech  thee,  our  nation  and  our  public 
affairs !   Bless  a\i  \\iat  ^x«^  \w  authority  over 

U8,   and  may  the^  \>ec«taft  \.«rtat^  \a  «t1. 

doers,  and  ^  F^*^^  ^^  \ixOTv«s«x  ^  ^^ 
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Bless  the  Mmisters  of  tby  Gospel;  and  by 
their  mea^^  may  the  word  of  the  liOrd  have 
free  course  and  be  glorified.  ., 

Accept,  we  humbly  pray  thee,  O  thou 

food  and  gracious  Qoa,  of  these  our  ac- 
nowledgpcients  of  thy  perfections  and  prp- 
videncp^  and  our  repeated  dedication  of 
ourselves  and  all  that  belongs  to  us  to  thy 
care.  Be  thou  our  sun^  and  our  shield; 
give  us  grace,  and  glory ;  and  withhold  jxo 
good  thing  from  us!  We  ask  all  in  the 
name,  and  through  the  inediation  of  Jesus 
Christ  our  J^rd.     ^men. 

A  Family  Thanksgiving  for  a  safe  Return 
from  a  Journey, 

Thy  Tnercy^,  0  Lord,  is  in  the  heavens, 
and  thy  faithfulness  yeacheth  unto  the 
clouds !  Thy  righteousness  is  unmoveable 
as  the  great  mountains,  thy  judgments  are 
a  great  dpep.  Q  Lprd^  thou  preservest 
man  and  beast. 

We,  who  have  experienced  this  thy  kind 
preservation  in  our  late  journey,  are  now 
come,  at  the  end  of  it,  to  bless  and  praise 
thy  name  !  We  bow  ourselves  in  thaxvka.- 
orivin^-s  at  thy  footstool,  O  \)tvo\)L  o\«^  ^^- 
^Jgiity  Guardian,  for  aU  lli^t  c,^^^  ^x^Sl^^^ 
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tection  wherewith  thou  hast  befriended  us, 
from  the  time  we  left  our  habitation  to  this 
comfortable  return  to  it!  We  committed 
ourselves  to  thee  by  prayer  and  supplica- 
tion, and  trusted  in  thy  kind  and  fatneily 
goodness;  and  thou  hast  heard  our  prayers, 
and  blessed  us  in  our  going  out  and  our 
coming  in.  Thou  bast  kept  us  fr-om  all 
evil,  and  we  now  visit  our  tabernacle,  and 
find  all  in  safety !  Unto  thee,  O  Liord,  do 
we  give  thanks,  unto  thee  do  we  give  thanks ; 
for  that  thy  name  is  near  thy  wonderful 
works  declare  !  Through  how  many  dangers 
have  we  past  unhurt,  because  thou  hast 
defended  us !  How  many  accidents  have 
we  escaped,  the  least  of  which  might  have 
been  too  hard  for  us ;  because  thou.  Lord, 
hast  prevented  them !  Not  a  sparrow  falls 
to  the  ground  without  thee,  our  heavenly 
Father ;  and  the  very  hairs  of  our  head  are 
all  numbered. 

Lord,  what  shall  we  render  to  thee?  Wc 
desire  to  renew  the  dedication  of  ourselves, 
and  our  all  to  thee,  from  whom  we  received 
all  at  first;  by  whom  all  is  secured  to  us ;  I 
and  we  ourselves  preserved  in  the  comfort- 
able use  and  enjoyment  of  all  things  !  It  i« 
J20t  enough  for  ua  \.o  s^^^^k^  igraises  with 
our  lips,  we  derac  \a  ^e^  \5wi  ^^ksci8^x:i^\db% 
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power  of  thy  goodness  on  our  hearts ;  and 
to  shew  forth  thy  praises  in  our  lives  and 
conversation. 

May  we  be  careful  not  to  forget  the  Lord 
our  God,  who  has  done  us  so  mucn  good.  And 
do  thou,  O  Lord,  by  the  influences  of  thy 
good  Spirit,  keep  these  things  on  our  hearts 
continually;  that  we  may  never  wickedly 
depart  from  thee,  but  be  engaged  thereby 
to  run  in  the  way  of  thy  commandments 
with  greater  zeal  and  vigour  ! 

Forgive,  we  earnestly  beseech  thee,  all 
the  sins  we  have  committed  since  wc  left 
this  place !  Whatever  has  been  amiss, 
mercifully  pardon !  If  we  have  in  any  in- 
stances forgot  ourselves,  acted  out  of  cha- 
racter, been  off  our  guard,  given  into  any 
faulty  indulgences,  or  done  any  thing  which 
we  may  have  lust  reason  to  reproach  our- 
selves for ;  O  Lord,  forgive  us.  We  renew 
our  repentance,  and  take  refuge  in  the  mer- 
ciful provision  of  the  Gospel  covenant,  rati- 
fied and  confirmed  in  the  blood  of  Jesus  the 
great  mediator.  Forgive  that  we  still  so 
little  love  thee,  who  hast  so  wonderfully 
loved  us ;  and  that  we  are  yet  so  fond  of  this 
vain  and  changing  world,  and  no  more  raised 
in  our  desires  after  a  better  oad.  c^^^^^''^^ 
state* 
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O  shed  abroad  thy  love  in  our  hearts, 
that  we  may  love  thee  with  fill  our  hearts, 
and  with  all  our  souls^  and  with  all  our 
strength!  Enable  us  to  geek  the  things 
which  are  above,  9.nd  to  set  our  affections 
there,  where  Christ  sitteth  on  the  right 
hand  of  God;  that  so,  when  Christ  who  i& 
our  life  shall  appear,  we  also  inay  appear 
with  him  in  glory ! 

And  now,  we  are  returned  to  our  stated 
service  and  business  in  life  again,  do  thou 
graciously  bless  and  prosper  us.  Still  keep 
us  and  our  dwellings  ftom  all  evil,  and  our 
affairs  ftom  perplexity  and  entanglement. 
May  every  one  of  us  be  excited  by  thy  past 
goodness  to  go  on  wore  conteptedly  and 
cheerfuUy  in  the  W8|.y  of  our  duty !  May  we 
behave  wisely  and  usefully  while  we  live  in 
the  world;  and  may  we,  whenever  out  time 
comes,  depart  out  of  it  with  honour,  and 
under  the  strongest  influencq  of  the  hopes 
of  the  glorious  Gospel  of  the  blessed  Goa ! 

Graciously,  we  beseech  thee^  regard  all 
whom  we  ought  to  remember.  Be  with  all 
those  who  are  either  on  journeys  by  land, 
or  voyages  by  sea,  and  need  the  same  mer- 
cies of  which  thou  hast  lately  made  us  par- 
takers. Preserve  them  from  every  evil  by 
the  way,  espcci^Wj^toTCL^^  w^^^^YDL^and 
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bring  them  back,  as  thou  hast  brought  us,  to 
their  houses  and  friends  in  safety,  comfort^ 
and  joy.  May  all  mankitid  partake,  not 
only  of  the  blessings  of  thy  common  provi- 
dence, but  of  thy  grace,  "by  the  tevelation 
of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  among  them. 

Remember  all  out  relatives  atid  friends 
Ifrith  thy  special  faVour.  Atid  do  for  us 
and  dUrs,  and  all  thine,  according  to  thine 
infinite  idsdom  and  fatherly  goodness.  For- 
sake not,  O  God,  the  work  of  thine  own 
hands,  because  thy  mercy  endureth  for  ever, 
for  the  sake  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 

Now  tinto  Him  that  is  able  to  save  and 
delivet  us  from  every  evil  Work,  and  to 
preserve  us  ttnto  his  heavenly  kingdom :  to 
Him  be  glory  for  ever  and  evet.     Amen. 


A  Famity  Prayei-for  the  Close  of  a  Year* 

Praise  beloligeth  unto  thee,  0  Lord,  and 
unto  thee  shall  all  flesh  come.  It  was  thou 
who  didst  in  the  beginning  lay  the  founda- 
tion of  the  world ;  and  the  heavens  are  the 
work  of  thine  hands !  They  shall  perish, 
but  thou  shalt  endure ;  yea,  all  of  them 
shall  wax  old  like  a  garment;  as  a.  ^j^KeJcsi^t^ 
shalt  thou  change  them,  aufli  \)cve;^  ^-dSs^^^ 
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changed;  but  thou  art  the  same^  and  thy 
years  shall  have  no  end!  A  thousand 
years,  m  thy  sight,  are  but  as  yesterday 
when  it  is  past,  and  as  a  watch  in  tne night; 
and  one  day  is  with  the  Lord  as  a  thousand 
years.  In  the  multitude  of  thy  mercies,  0 
Lord,  we  arc  come,  once  more,  to  present  our 
family  worship  at  thy  foot-stool.  Haying 
obtained  help  of  thee,  O  God,  we  continue 
in  life  and  health;  and  are,  through  thy 
blessing,  preserved  to  see  the  close  of  another  i 
year. 

But,  above  all,  would  we  bless  thee  for 
thy  kindness  to  our  souls  !  We  thank  thee, 
O  Father,  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  that 
we  have  been  bom  in  a  Christian  land; 
that  we  have  the  knowledge  of  the  Gospd, 
and  the  means  of  obtaining  salvation  by 
Jesus  Christ!  We  praise  thee  that  our 
ears  hear  those  glad  tidings  of  life  and 
eternal  happiness  revealed  by  thine  own 
Son  in  our  nature,  which  many  prophets 
and  kings  and  righteous  men  have  desired 
to  hear,  but  have  not  heard  them  :  and  that 
our  eyes  have  seen  those  glorious  things 
which  they  have  desired  to  see,  but  have 
died  without  the  sight. 

We  bless  and  magnify  thee  for  the  con- 
stant  unintcriuplea  cxv\o>j\xvfe\i\.  q£  family 
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blessings  through  the  year.  If  we  have 
had  constant  healthy  thanks  be  to  him,  and 
to  him  alone^  who  has  been  the  health  of 
our  countenance  and  our  God.  Or  if  any 
of  us  have  been  visited  with  affliction,  yet 
blessed  be  God  for  the  gentleness  of  his 
chastisements,  for  our  recovery  and  restor- 
ation ;  and  that  we  now  appear  together 
rejoicing  in  thy  mercy  and  salvation. 

We  praise  thee  for  continuing  to  us  the 
comforts  of  life  through  the  year,  and  keep- 
ing off  those  evils  and  calamities  from  us, 
by  which  other  families  have  been  most 
grievously  distressed.     And  if  in  the  year 

East  thou  hast  blessed  the  labour  of  our 
ands  and  succeeded  our  affairs,  we  would 
remember  that  it  is  thou,  O  Lord,  who 
givest  wisdom  to  increase  our  store ;  that 
it  is  thou  alone  who  makest  whatsoever  we 
do  to  prosper ;  and  would  give  to  thee  the 
praise  and  glory. 

We  bless  thee  for  preserving  us  by  night 
and  by  day,  and  for  taking  care  of  us  where- 
ever  we  have  gone;  so  that  no  evil  has 
befallen  us,  no  plague  has  come  nigh  our 
dwelling.  Thine  eye,  O  Lord,  has  con- 
stantly watched  over  us  and  ours  from  the 
beginning  of  the  year  to  live  ^wSl^^S.  "^^  ^^'^^ . 
More  especially  wouVd.  vje\X^'3^*^^^  '^'^ 
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continuing  to  us  the  means  of  grace,  and 
the  ordinances  of  thy  Gospel!  That  we 
have  had  the  enjoyment  or  sabbaths  and 
sacraments;  that  we  have  still  line  upon 
line,  and  precept  upon  precept ;  and  that  ; 
thou  art  yet  continuing  the  sttivings  of  * 
thy  good  Spirit  with  our  hearts.  These 
mercies  are  all  owing  to  the  riches  of  thy 
goodness  and  long-suffering ;  by  which  thou 
art  sparing  us  in  a  state  oftrial,  and  giving 
us  such  ^undant  means  for  repentance, 
and  securing  our  eternal  salvation. 

Surely  thy  ways,  O  Lord,  ate  not  as  our 
ways,  nor  are  thy  thoughts  as  our  thoughts ; 
else  we  had  long  ago  been  consumed!  No: 
blessed  be  thy  name,  we  are  not  consumed 
amidst  all  the  dangers  to  which  we  ard  ex- 
posed, amidst  our  numberless  repeated  pro- 
vocations, because  thy  compassions  fail  not. 

How  different  has  been  thy  conduct  to- 
wards usy  from  ours  towards  thee !  All  Mv 
ways,  O  Lord,  have  been  goodness  and 
mercy ;  all  suited  to  win  upon  our  hearts, 
to  engage  our  affections  to  thee,  and  to  fix 
us  for  thee.  But  our  ways  have  been  in 
many  instances  froward  and  perverse. 
Our  wills  have  been  ungovernable,  our 
affections  vain,  viwvdeTitig,  and  earthly: 
and  our  bcaxts  aivSi  ^w^  \.wi  xsosij^v  >iSkjier 
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jBLuence  of  sense.  How  often  when  thou 
called,  have  we  refused  to  hearken! 
often  hast   thou  stretched  out  thine 

and  we  have  not  regarded!  How 
gratitude  have  we  returned  for  thy 
int  and  uninterrupted  kindness  !  How 
have  the  terrors  of  thy  word,  and  the 
jnings  of  thy  rod,  awed  these  stubborn 
}  of  ours  to  obedience ! 
len  we  have  been  for  any  considerable 
vithout  changes  in  our  family  or  affairs, 
.ve  been  too  apt  to  forget  thee^  and 
2t  that  fear  ana  reverence  which  is  thy 

And  when,  at  other  times,  we  have 
passing  through  various  changes,  how 
ave  we  been  to  murmur  and  repine, 
,d  of  submitting  to  thy  holy  will  with 
per  and  becoming  temper ! 
e  best  of  us  have  abundant  cause  to 
le  ourselves,  that  we  are  no  better; 
^e  come  so  very  short  of  what  thou 
:est  justly  expect  from  us!  We  have 
trees  planted  by  the  rivers  of  water; 
at  we  had,  in  the  expected  seasons, 
jht  forth  fruit  in  some  measure  worthy 
a  by  whom  we  have  been  thus  planted, 
watered,  and  blessed  with  all  spiritual 
ngs,  in  heavenly  things  in  Christ  Je&^ia*^ 
ve  have  reason  to  be  aa\ia?KvedL  <^S.  ^^^ 
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unprofitableness  and  unfruitfiilness^  and  tlot 
our  goodness  has  so  often  been  no  better 
than  the  morning  cloud,  and  the  early  dei 
that  passeth  away. 

Thou  mightest  justly  have  cut  um  dofB 
in  anger :  but  adored  be  thy  name,  we  are 
let  alone  this  year  also !     And  for  what  hast 
thou  spared  us,  O  Lord,  but  that  we  may 
repent  of  all  we  have  done  amiss,  and  re- 
solve to  amend  our  ways?    We  do  nnfeign- 
edly  repent  of  all  our  sins :  we   do  twe 
shame  to  ourselves  for  allourtraus^essioDS 
and  provocations !     We  are  heartuy  sonj; 
that  so  much  of  the  past  year  has  been  wit- 
ness to  so  many  repeated  failingrs  and  follies,  I 
as  well  as  (witn  regard  to  some  of  us,  it  is  \ 
to  be  feared,)  greater  sins!     And  we  see  1 
our  iniquities  are  aggravated  by  thy  con-  ' 
tinued  never-failing  bounty  and  goodness  1 
We  would  come  and  confess  our  sorrow  and 
grief  for  sin.     We  would  take  with  us  words 
and  turn  unto  thee,  O  Lord;  and  say,  "  H 
thou.  Lord,  shouldest  be  strict  to  mark  ini- 
quities, O  Lord,  who  can  stand?    for  then 
in  thy  sight  no  flesh  living  could  be  justi- 
fied! But   there   is   forgiveness  with  thee, 
that  thou  mayesV  \i^  vwax^,"  and  loved. 
Through  Jesus C\vTO^.,^^^R^^'3»^.^^*w«sw^^ 
we  maj  hope  to  o\>\a:m  \V.^  totv^^ssc.  ^  ^ 
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i.x  our  sins,  and  an  interest  in  thy  favour.     In 

m  his  name  we  plead  for  pardoti.     Lord,  take 

CK  away  all  iniquity  from  us ;  receive  us  gra- 
ciously, and  love  us  freely.     O  let  all  our 

;  «  sins  be  blotted  out,  and  may  we  not  begin  a 

le.  -  new  year  under  the  weight  of  unparcfcned 

«^  guilt.     But  may  we  be  washed,  and  sancti- 

^  fied,  and  justified,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord 

4  Jesus,  and  by  the  Spirit  of  our  God. 

',  ^  And  now  unto  Him  that  is  able  to  do  ex- 

^  ceedinff  abundantly  above  all  that  we  ask 

M  or  thinlc,  according  to  the  power  that  work- 

Jj  eth  in  us ;  unto  Him  be  glory  in  the  church, 

1^  by  Christ  Jesus,  throughout  all  ages,  world 

-J  without  end.     Amen. 


1 

3«j 


S  1 


A  Prayer  to  be  used  at  the  Beginning  of  a 
New  Year. 


O  God  of  all  grace,  from  whom  cometh 
every  good  desire  and  every  humble  en- 
P      deavour,  grant  that  this  new  year  we  are 
^     entering  upon,  may  witness  to  our  greater 
reformation  from  every  thing  that  is  amiss 
in  us;  and  our  being  more  and  more  re- 
newed in  the  spirit  of  our  minds.     May  all 
old  things  be  aone  away;  aiidTftsxTj^O^'^^vs:^ 
more  heartily  to  approve  awQi  ^t^^Na^^  "Cws 
g-ood,  and  holy,  and  acccplaVAe  V^^.    ^'^ 
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our  earnest  desire  to  live  better  than  we  ] 
have  done.  It  is  our  fixed  resolution  to 
amend  our  ways,  whereinsoever  we  know 
we  have  done  wrong.  And  our  prayer  is  to 
thee,  O  thou  gracious  God,  for  tnine  assist- 
ance, and  the  influence  of  thy  Holy  Spirit, 
to  establish  all  our  good  purposes,  and  ren- 
der all  our  endeavours  m  tne  practice  of 
holiness  successful  and  efiectual.  May  thy 
grace  be  always  sufficient  for  us,  and  thy 
strength  made  manifest  in  our  weakness; 
that  so  we  may  be  enabled  to  be  faithful 
unto  death,  and  at  last  obtain  a  crown  of 
life. 

And  now,  O  Lord,  to  thee  we  most  so- 
lemnly commend  ourselves,  and  our  family, 
for  the  ensuing  year.  If  thou  seest  fit  to  ' 
spare  us  all  through  it,  may  it  be  in  mercy 
to  every  one  of  us.  And  if  it  be  thy  holy 
will,  we  pray  that  we  may  be  let  alone 
another  year.  That  if  there  should  be  any 
here  who  as  yet  have  been  ouite  cumberers 
of  the  ground,  they  may  at  last  bring  forth 
some  fruit ;  and  that  others  of  us  may  be- 
come more  and  more  fruitful,  and  so  gloril)' 
our  Father  who  is  in  heaven.  We  would 
not  desire  \\?e,  met^^  ^ort  ^^  ^^^^  ^C  living 
in  this  world  •,  \>w^.  ^^^Sln  ,  ^^\\.S&  ^;^^ws^- 
tunity   for  I^ououtov^  vV^^  ^^^^  ^^>  ^^^ 
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promoting  the  interests  of  the  Redeemer, 
and  doing  good  to  our  fellow-creatures .  For 
these  purposes  we  pray,  O  Lord,  that  thou 
wouldest  spare  us.  And  O  that  we  may 
not  contradict  such  desires  and  purposes  by 
our  after  conduct!  All  our  worldly  con- 
cerns we  commit  to  thy  care ;  and  beg,  that 
we  may  pass  this  year  m  those  circumstances 
which  thou  knowest  to  be  best  for  us.  If 
it  be  so,  may  we  have  health,  and  the  com- 
forts of  life  continued  without  any  interrup- 
tion. If  not,  prepare  us  for  sickness,  and 
every  change  through  which  thou  shalt 
think  proper  to  lead  us.  And  if  thou  shalt 
think  proper  for  us  to  make  our  great  change 
before  this  year  shall  end,  may  we  be  ready 
for  it :  and  all  the  days  of  our  appointed 
time  may  we  be  waiting  till  this  most  im- 
portant change  shall  come. 

We  desire  to  fix  all  our  schemes  as  to 
time  with  an  humble  submission  to  thy  will. 
O  Lord,  so  teach  us  to  number  our  remain- 
ing few  and  evil  days,  that  we  may  apply 
our  hearts  unto  wisdom !  We  praise  thee, 
O  Lord,  for  national  mercies  the  year  past, 
and  humbly  implore  the  continuance  of 
them!  We  are,  indeed,  tkia  Y-a-wft^  ^^^K^^i^ 
thou,  the  Lord  our  God,  Aia^t  ^t«xe^^^^-  ^.^^ 
may  we  atill  be  the  object  oi  \>o?j  c»x^  «=^^ 
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kindness!  Blessed  be  God  for  temponl  a 
and  spiritual  mercies;  for  the  health  anl  t 
plenty  of  our  land ;  and  for  the  continuance 
of  thy  Gospel  among  us,  after  aU  our  past 
abuse  of  the  riches  of  thjr  goodness,  and 
forbearance,  and  long-suffering.  May  we  at 
last  be  reformed.  Continue  to  bless  to  us 
our  civil  government:  spare  our  Queen  and 
all  the  Ifoyal  Family  to  us ;  and  succeed 
all  her  counsels  for  the  increasing  welfare 
and  happiness  of  the  land.  May  our  ipoat 
be  satisfied  with  bread,  and  let  tnere  be  no 
just  cause  of  complaining  in  our  streets. 
May  thv  Gospel  still  contmue,  and  be  more 
successml  on  the  hearts  of  ministers  and 
hearers. 

And  O  that  this  may  be  the  acceptable 
year  of  the  Lord  to  those  nations  that  have 
hitherto  sat  in  darkness  and  in  the  shadow 
of  death.  How  long,  O  Lord,  holy  and 
true,  shall  ignorance  blind,  and  error  and 
superstition  pervert  the  minds  of  reason- 
able creatures !  O  that  the  year  of  thy 
redeemed  may  come !  Hasten  the  blessed 
time,  we  pray  thee,  when  they  shall  no  more 
hurt  or  destroy  in  all  thy  holy  mountain. 

To  thee,  O  "Lot^,  ^^  ^^TMt%tbj  commend 
our  friends  and  xelatlwu,  «x^^  "vi^  ^^  ^s. 
concerned  fox.    U^xc:Ai>>^M  ^^%«^^^^ 
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and  make  this  year  a  truly  happy  one  to 
them^  as  well  as  to  us.  Graciously  accept 
our  offering,  and  bless  the  offerers,  through 
Jesus  Chnst,  our  only  mediator  and  advo- 
cate, who  ever  lives  to  make  intercession 
for  us. 

Now  unto  Him  who  is  the  blessed  and 
only  Potentate,  the  King  of  kings,  and  Lord 
of  lords ;  who  only  hath  immortality,  dwell- 
ing in  the  light  which  no  man  hath  seen  nor 
can  see ;  to  nim  be  honour  and  power  ever- 
lasting !    Amen. 


HYMN 

FOR  THE  NEW  YEAR. 

The  Lord,  our  salvation  and  light, 

The  guide  and  the  strength  of  our  days, 
Has  brought  us  together  to  night, 

A  new  Ebenezer  to  raise. 
The  year  we  have  now  passed  through, 

His  goodness  with  blessings  has  crown'd  ; 
Each  morning  his  mercies  were  new : 

Then  let  our  thanksgivings  abound. 

Encompassed  with  dangers  and  snares, 

Temptations,  and  fears,  aad  eoxo^'Wisivsi^ 
His  ear  he  incliiUdi  to  our  i^ia^^T^  \ 
His  hand  open'd  wide  to  o\xx  vi»»J«»- 
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We  never  besought  him  in  vain. 
When  burden'd  with  sorrow  or  sin  ; 

He  help'd  us  again  and  again. 

Or  where,  before  now,  had  we  been ! 

His  Gospel  throughout  the  long  year. 

From  Sabbath  to  Sabbath  he  gave ; 
How  oft  has  he  met  with  us  here. 

And  shewn  himself  mighty  to  save ! 
His  candlestick  has  been  remov'd 

From  churches  once  privileged  thus ; 
But  though  we  unworthy  have  proved, 

It  still  is  continued  to  us. 

For  so  many  mercies  received, 

Alas  I  what  returns  have  we  made ! 
His  Spirit  we  often  have  griev'd. 

And  evil  for  good  have  repaid. 
How  well  it  becomes  us  to  cry, 

Oh !  who  is  a  God  like  to  thee  ! 
Who  passest  iniquities  by, 

And  plungest  them  deep  in  the  sea  ! 

To  Jesus,  who  sits  on  the  throne. 

Our  best  hallelujahs  we  bring : 
To  thee  it  is  owing  alone. 

That  we  are  permitted  to  sing. 
Assist  us,  we  pray,  to  lament 

The  sins  ot  tlcie  -^eat  that  is  past : 
And  grant  lYvaV.  Ocv^  tvctlV.  m^^j  \i^  %<^^\. 

Far  more  lo  l\v^  y^^\^VJw!>.^^'55.\^\..' 
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A  Prayer  under  Spiritual  Decay, 

Eternal  and  unchangeable  Jehovah !  thy 
jj   perfections   and   thy   glories  are  like   thy 
being,  immutable !     Jesus,  thy  Son,  is  the 
:^    same  yesterday,  to-day,  and  for  ever.     The 
r,    eternal  world,  to  which  we  are  hastening, 
is   always  equally  important.     But,   alas! 
1     our  views,  and  our  affections,  and  our  best 
resolutions  are  continually  varying.  Whence, 
^     O  Lord !  whence  this  sad  change  which  we 
^    now  experience  in  the  frame  and  temper  of 
our  minds  towards   thee  ?      Whence    this 
alienation  of  our  souls  from  thee?     Why 
cannot  we  come  to  thee  with  all  the  endear- 
ments of  filial  love,  as  we  once  could?  Why 
is  thy  service  so  remissly  attended,   if  at- 
tended at  all  ?     And  why  are  the  exercises 
of  it,  which  were  once  our  greatest  pleasure, 
become  a  burden  to  us.     Alas !  Lord,  whi- 
ther are  we  fallen !    Thine  eye  sees  us  still ; 
but  oh !  unlike  what  it  once  saw  us !    Cold 
and  insensible  as  we  are,  we  must  blush  at 
the  reflection.     Thou  seest  us  in  secret; 
and  seest  us,  perhaps,  often  amusing  our- 
selves with  trifles  in  those  seasons  which  we 
used  solemnly  to  devote  to  thine  i\xv\s\e.d^a^a 
service.     Thou   seest  us  coxxxVw^  Hxv^^  "^^ 
presence  as  by  constraint \  atvaLVSNBW^^'^'^ 
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before  thee,  so  straitened  in  our  spirit,  that 
we  hardly  know  what  to  say  to  thee ;  thougk 
thou  art  the  God  with  whom  we  have  to  &; 
and  though  the  keeping  up  an  humblo  and 
dutiful  correspondence  witn  thee,  is  beyond 
all  comparison  the  most  important  busme» 
of  our  hves.  And  even  when  we  are  speak- 
ing to  thee,  with  how  much  coldneBs  and 
formality  is  it !  It  is  perhaps  the  work  of 
the  imagination,  the  labour  of  the  lips;  but 
where  are  those  ardent  desires,  those  intense 
breathings  after  God^  which  we  once  felt? 
Where  is  that  pleasing  repose  in  thee  which  : 
we  were  once  conscious  of,  as  being  near  ( 
our  divine  rest,  as  being  happy  in  that  ' 
nearness,  and  resolving,  if  possible,  we 
would  no  more  be  removed  from  it  ?  But 
oh !  how  far  are  we  now  removed !  When 
these  short  devotions  are  over,  in  what  long 
intervals  do  we  forget  thee !  Thou  callest  ua 
to  thine  house,  O  Lord,  on  thine  own  day; 
but  how  heartless  are  our  services  there ! 
We  offer  thee  only  an  empty  foma.  Our 
thoughts  and  affections  are  engrossed  with 
other  objects,  while  we  draw  near  to  thee 
with  our  mouth,  and  honour  thee  with  our 
lips.  Thou  eaWe^\>  -v^a  \»  IhY  table;  but 
our  hearts  ate  so  feoxe^,  \^^\.  ^^^\i»ji5^ 
melt,  even  at  tiic  i^V  ol  vVs.  ^x^\  \«^^ 
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feel  any  efficacy  in  the  blood  of  Jesus  !  Is 
this.  Lord,  the  service  we  once  promised; 
and  which  thou  ha^t  such  manifold  reasons 
to  expect  ?  Ar^  these  the  returns  we  are 
making  for  thy  daily  proyidential  care  5 
for  the  sacrifice  of  thy  Son;  for  the  com- 
munications of  thy  Spirit ;  for  the  pardon 
of  our  numberless  aggravated  sins;  for 
the  hopes  of  eternal  glory  ?  Lord,  we  are 
ashamed  to  kneel  betore  thee  !  but  pity  us, 
we  beseech  thee,  and  help  us.  "  Our  souls 
cleave  imto  the  dust,"  and  lay  as  in  the 
dust  before  thee :  but,  "  O  quicken  us,  ac- 
cording to  thy  word!"  Let  us  trifle  no 
longer ;  for  we  are  on  the  brink  of  a  pre- 
cipice I  O  give  us  grace  to  turn  our  feet 
unto  thy  testimonies.  Search  us,  O  Lord, 
and  try  us ;  go  to  the  root  of  this  distemper 
which  spreads  itself  over  our  souls ;  and  re- 
cover us  from  it.  So  represent  sin  unto 
us,  O  Lord,  we  pray  thee,  that  we  may 
see  it  with  abhorrence :  and  represent  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  to  us  in  such  a  light, 
that  we  may  look  upon  him  and  mourn; 
that  we  may  look  upon  him  and  loye.  May 
we  awake  from  our  stupid  lethargy  into 
which  we  are  sinking.  And  may  Chrkt 
^ive  us  more  abundant  degrees  oS.  ^^\:c^^^^5^ 
life  and  activity  than  we  \iave  ^^et  ^^^.  ^^' 
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ceivcd.  May  we  be  so  quickened  and 
mated  by  mm,  that  we  may  more 
recover  the  ground  we  have  lost.  1 
down  upon  us,  O  Lord,  in  a  more  ricli 
abundant  effusion,  thy  good  Spirit :  nu 
dwell  in  us  as  a  temple  which  he  has 
secrated  to  himself:  and  may  the  joy  o 
Lord  be  our  strength.    Amen. 


477 

PRAYERS 
FOR  YOUNG  PERSONS. 


It 

e  i  A  repenting  Youth  at  Prayer, 

'f  O  most  just  and  holy,  most  gracious  and 
merciful  Lord  God,  1  am  a  wretched  un- 
done sinner,  and  had  been  undone  for  ever, 
if  thou  hadst  not  pulled  me  as  a  brand  out 
of  the  fire.  I  have  been  sinning  grievously, 
practising  almost  every  youthful  lust.  I 
nave  broken  through  the  restraints  of  prin- 
ciple and  education,  forced  conscience,  stifled 
conviction,  and  hardened  my  neck  against 
reproof.  1  have  stopped  my  ear  against 
thy  word,  sliffhted  and  neglected  prayer, 
and  rejected  all  the  offers  of  thy  love.  But 
thine  eye  has  pitied  me,  and  thy  hand 
touched  my  heart.  Thy  word  and  thy  rod 
have  awakened  me.  1  now  begin  to  see  my 
folly  and  my  danger.  I  see  thy  flaming 
sword  hanging  over  me.  All  the  terror  of 
thy  Law  and  Gospel  belong  to  me.  But  I 
fly  to  thy  mercy.  I  see  thy  arms  of  grace 
extended  to  receive  me.  1  ^ee  ^  %^\i»>X.'5ssss». 
opened  to  wash  me,  1  see  \Xve\Jtf*A>^ 
Christ  shed  to  take  away  iw^  ^^^    ^"^ 
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been  trampled  on  and  despised ;  but  now 
I  prize  it  above  all  the  world,  I  plead  it  as 
my  atonement;  I  have  no  other  plea  bu: 
my  Saviour's  merits  and  thy  mercy.  Thou 
hast  sent  him  to  be  mjr  Saviour.      Save  me, 

0  my  God,  through  him,  by  the  virtue  of 
his  blood;  by  the  efficacy  of  his  Spirit;  bv 
the  power  of  his  word.  Sare  me,  O  God 
or  1  am  lost  for  ever.  I  review  my  life 
with  horror.     I  repent  in  dust  and  asbw. 

1  have  done  foolishly  a  thousand  times,  and 
forgotten  thee  days  without  number;  but  I 
hope  thou  hast  changed  me,  and  formed  me 
anew ;  and  that  I  am  not  the  creature  I 
once  was.  I  am  ashamed ;  yea,  even  con- 
founded, when  I  look  back.  But  with  thee 
is  plenteous  pardon !  Pardon  my  trans- 
gressions, for  tney  are  great.  Let  a  repent- 
ing sinner  live.  I  purpose,  by  thy  grace, 
to  offend  no  more.  O  God,  create  my  heart 
anew ;  repair  thine  image  in  me ;  put  thy 
Holy  Spirit  within  me ;  and  make  me  thine 
adopted  child. 

I  have  been  a  lover  of  the  world,  and 
of  sinful  pleasures  more  than  of  God ;  have 
indulged  my  laody,  but  neglected  and 
starved  my  so\i\'.  \\vv^  \^  m^  v^^  .«s>d.  mv 
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Here  I  am  at  thy  feet ;  cast  me  not  away 
for  ever.  I  cannot  endure  the  thought  of 
everlasting  banishment  from  thy  presence. 
And  as  I  am  resolved  to  be  thme,  and  to 
serve  thee  through  the  remainder  of  my 
life,  I  pray  thee  to  confirm  these  resolu- 
tions, that  I  may  indeed  be  thine,  thy  child, 
and  thy  servant  for  ever;  and  at  last  find  a 

})lace  in  heaven,  through  Jesus  Christ,  the 
amb  that  was  slain;  who  is  worthy  to  re- 
ceive power,  and  riches,  and  wisdom,  and 
strength,  and  honour,  and  glory,  and  bless- 
ing, for  ever  and  ever.    Amen. 


HYMN. 

SEEKING  GOD. 

My  God  permit  my  tongue 
This  joy  to  call  thee  mine  ; 

And  let  my  early  cries  prevail 
To  taste  thy  love  divine. 

My  thirsty  Minting  soul 

Thy  mercy  doth  implore ; 
Not  travellers  in  desert  land^ 
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Within  thy  churches,  Lord, 
I  long  to  find  my  place  ; 

Thy  pow'r  and  glory  to  behold. 
And  feel  thy  quick'ning  grace. 

For  life  without  thy  love 

No  relish  can  afford  ; 
No  joy  can  be  compar'd  with  this. 

To  serve  and  please  the  Lord. 

To  thee  I'll  lift  my  hands. 
And  praise  thee  while  I  live  ; 

Not  all  the  dainties  of  a  feast 
Such  food  or  pleasure  give. 

In  wakeful  hours  of  night 
I  call  my  God  to  mind  ; 

I  think  how  wise  thy  counsels  are. 
And  all  thy  dealings  kind. 

Since  thou  hast  been  my  help. 
To  thee  my  spirit  flies  . 

And  on  thy  watchful  providence 
My  cheerful  hope  relies. 

The  shadow  of  thy  wings 

My  soul  in  safety  keeps ; 
I  foUovf  viVv^t^  xsv^  Y^NJssftx  leads. 
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A  pious  Youth  seeking  after  God,  and  re- 
joicing in  him. 

O  most  high  and  holy  God!  I  have 
sought  thee  aad  have  found  thee.  Awhile 
ago  I  knew  thee  not>  though  thou  wast  ever 
near  me.     But  thy   grace  has  abounded 

.  towards  me :  thou  hast  opened  mine  eyes^ 
and  I  see  thee:  I  see  tEine  infinite  per- 
fections drawn  upon  all  thy  works  of  wonder. 
When  I  life  up  my  eyes,  and  consider  the 
heavens,  I  own  them  to  be  the  works  of  thy 
hand;  and  wonder  that  the  Builder  and 
Inhabiter  of  those  glorious  worlds  should 
look  down  upon  man,  and  visit  such  worms 
as  we  are.  The  sun,  moon,  and  stars,  are 
all  created  by  thee.     I   see  thy  glonr  in 

;  them  all,  and  the  glory  of  thy  Son  Jesus 
Christ,  by  whom  thou  madest  the  world. 
Every  day  and  every  night  they  speak  thy 
praise,  and  tell  the  world  there  is  a  God. 
And  while  the  heavens  declare  thy  glory, 
and  the  firmament  thy  handy  works,  how 
can  I  forbear  to  worship  and  adore  thee 
their  great  Creator? 

Thou,  O  Almighty  God!  hangest  the 
earth  upon  nothing ;  balancest  the  clo\s.ds!*\ 
hringest  the   wind  out   oi  t)a^  Vx^^^&'Vixv^^N 

thunderest  marvellously   ^\\\v  \^vi    ^^v^^' 


T,titity,  ^^^  ^Yiose  s^S^S^  adore  ttan®^.  \ 

not  clean.     ^    ^^e  catt^  «  ^3,^  ^on^e  ^  \ 
finite  gopAjt:;  eon<^^«'^J  in  giv^^S^J  ) 

^«^°T  -.W  anddept\vOt       ^^^^     atdon 
?;  .  for  «^5       Kc^e^'^'^SS^^'^''"' 
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e  one  more  ini^aiice  of  pardoning  and 
ving  grace,  that  I  may  shew  forth  thy 
'aises  in  thy  earthly  temples;  and  may 
),  ere  long,  to  sing  thy  praises  in  thy 
mple  above,  through  a  dying  and  now 
sen  and  interceding  Saviour.    Amen. 


HYMN. 

?HE  ENCOURAGEMENT  YOUNG  PERSONS  HAVE  TO 
SEEK  CHRTST. 

Ye  hearts  with  youthful  vigour  warm,     ^ 
In  smiling  crowds  draw  near ; 

And  turn  from  every  mortal  charm, 
A  Saviour's  voice  to  hear. 

He,  Lord  of  all  the  worlds  on  high, 
Stoops  to  converse  with  you ; 

And  lays  his  radiant  glories  by. 
Your  friendship  to  pursue. 

"  The  soul  that  longs  to  see  my  face, 

"  Is  sure  my  love  to  gain ; 
•'  And  those  that  early  seek  my  grace 

"  Shall  never  seek  in  vain." 

What  object,  Lord,  my  soul  should  move, 

If  once  compared  with  l\vee\ 
What  beauty  should  comm^^^  xa^  Vss^% 
Like  what  in  Christ  1  see. 


/^  the  flood  S^eph*''^-     ' 

creature.  ««^;i,es.  ^"^l^T    %  beteve 
S*^^  n  Cspeat«>  e^tSu  to  vent^  , 

love,  atiA  tay      ^  ^^y  ^«^Aeaven,  ^ 
serve  thee  as  tn  J 
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A  Child's  Prayer. 
O  Lord  God !     I  am  a  poor  helpless  sin- 
ful child,  but  thou  art  my  neavenly  Father, 
and  I  hope,  thtoudt  Christ  Jesus,  my  re- 
conciled God  and  f'ather.     I  now  come  to 
thee,  and  I  am  grieved  and  sorry  to  think 
that  I  have  ever  left  thee.     I  have  gone 
astray  from  thee  like  a  lost  sheep,  but  I 
*    now  come  to  thee.  Accept  me  as  thy  child; 
take  me,  O  Father,  into  the  arms  of  thy 
II     mercy;  and  may  thy  beloved  Son,    who 
ji     took  children  in  his  arms,  take  me  in  the 
b     arms  of  his  love  and  bless  me.     Let  thy 
I     Spirit  renew  toy  sinM  nature,  create  in  me 
%     a  clean  heart,  and  renew  a  right  spirit  with- 
I      in  me ;  take  away  the  stony,  and  give  me 
f     a  soft,  a  tender  heart;  a  heart  to  mourn 
I      for  sin,  and  to  be  afraid  of  otfending  thee ; 
a  heart  to  love  thee  and  to  love  all  thy 
children.     Deliver  me  from  all  the  snares 
of  the  devil,  frohi  sinful  company,  from  a 
lying  tongue,  and  from  my  own  wilful  and 
obstinate  temper.     Bd  thou  a  Father  to  me 
in  the  dearest  sense-^to  teach  me,  to  guide 
me,  to  provide  fot  me.     Teach  me  to  love 
thee,  to  ptay  to  the0,  and  td  serve  thee 
here ;  ana  prepare  me  to  dwell  with  thee 
for  ever  in  tny  heavenly  kingdom,  for  Jesus' 
sake.     Amen. 
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ChiUPs  Prayer. 
"  Be  ye  followers  of  God  as  dear  cKildren.^ 

Heavenly  Father,  am  1  thy  child?  0 
teach  me  now  to  follow  thee.  Teach  me 
to  follow  thee  as  dear  children  should  fol- 
low a  Father  whom  they  love;  a  Father 
whom  they  fear;  a  Father  whom  they 
ought  to  obey  in  all  things  !  X«ord,  what 
wouldest  thou  have  me  to  do?  I  know 
thine  own  word  says,  *'Be  ye  holy,  for  I  am 
holy/*  I  am  thy  child,  for  thou  madest 
me,  and  by  thee  1  Uve,  and  move,  and  have 
my  being.  But  I  cannot  be  thy  dear  child 
if  I  am  not  holy.  I  know  thou  canst  not  look 
upon  sin.  I  luiow  and  feel  that  I  have  in- 
clinations to  that  which  is  evil ;  and  I  have 
too  much  followed  them  with  my  own  will, 
contrary  to  thy  holy  will  and  commandments. 
I  know  that  thou  lovest  truth  in  the  inner 
man,  in  the  heart.  But  I  have  often  tried 
to  deceive  others ;  and  tried  to  make  them 
believe  what  is  not  true.  I  have  often 
tried  to  deceive  myself.  I  have  seen  otheis 
bad ;  and  I  thought  that  I  was  not  worse 
than  they  were,  and  that  I  should  do  a8 
well  as  they  didi.  \  n^^  rebellious  and 
stubborn,  and  diso\i^dici^\.  V^  \a.>3  ^-wj^ 
parents;  how  i\v^Tvc^xiNa.\\^Vx^^\^Si^^> 
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how  then  can  I  Kft  up  my  heart  to  thee  ? 

Father  forgive  me  for  thy  mercy's  sake : 
^  what  I  know  not,  that  teach  thou  me :  and 
g  what  thou  wouldest  have  me  to  be  and  to  do, 
^  that  do  thou  make  me,  for  Jesus  Christ's 
^.    sake.     Amen. 


■  A  Mother's  R'ayer/or  her  Children. 

if  Most  glorious  and  eternal  God,  Father 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  Father  of  men 
and  angels.  Father  of  mercies,  and  Grod  of 

J    all  comforts ;  thou  hast  promised  to  be  a 

*  Father  to  a  thousand  generations  of  them 
that  love  and  fear  thee.     Be  thou  a  God 

■  and  a  Father  to  me,  and  the  children  which 

*  thou  hast  given  me.  Enable  me,  O  Lord, 
■^  to  bring  them  up  in  the  nurture  and  ad- 
'    monition  of  the  Lord,  and  in  the  fear  of 

God,  to  the  praise  of  thy  holy  name.  O 
give  me  thy  grace  and  favour,  that  I  may 
instruct  them  with  diligence  and  meekness, 
govern  them  with  prudence  and  holiness, 
provide  for  them  useful  employments  and 
competent  provisions  of  life  and  comfort, 
leadmg  them  in  the  paths  of  religion  and 
justice,  by  examples  and  precepts  of  haVv- 
jiess;  uerer provoking  tYieTii\jc>x«T«iXicL,TifcN««^ 
indulging  them  in  their  foA!^cs,XkeN^x  ^^ 
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iving  at  any  unworthy  action :  and  thii 
ill  my  children  may  be  thiae«  O  preeem 
them  in  thy  favour.  If  thou  pleasest,  let 
them  live  to  a  full  ago;  but  above  aU. 
secure  to  them  a  full  measure  of  piety  ui 
holiness,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Ix>id. 

To  this  end,  give  them  g^ace  to  obey 
their  parents,  that  doing  their  duty  tky 
may  receive  the  promise:  preserve  them 
from  sin  and  shame,  fiom  jrouthfiil  follies, 
and  youthftil  crimes:  and  sanctify  theli 
throughout  in  their  bodies,  and  souls,  and 
spirits,  that  their  thoughts  may  be  pure 
and  holy ;  not  displeasing  to  the  eye  of 
Him  who  is  the  searcher  of  hearts.  Let 
their  words  be  true,  prudent,  and  ingeini* 
ous,  seasoned  with  grace,  and  apt  to  minit' 
ter  grace  unto  the  hearers.  £et  all  theii 
actions  in  their  whole  life  be  such  as  be- 
come the  servants  of  Jesus,  holy  and  useful, 
that  they  ma^  not  be  burdens  to  the  pub- 
lic, or  to  their  £eimily ;  but  pleasing  fliee 
and  doing  good  to  others,  they  may  increaf 
in  the  love  of  God,  and  in  favour  with  me 
and  majr  have  the  portion  of  the  meek  u 
humble  in  this  %yorld,  and  of  the  pure  a 
merciful  in  t\ve  ^oa^ft^  \ft  ^s««vc^  thiov 
Jesus  ChriBl  out  \fift^.    Kss^«^. 
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r  I        Prayer  of  Parents  for  their  Children. 

^       O  God !  thou  art  our  God,  and  we  will 

V  seek  thee ;  our  £stthdr's  Gt)d,  and  we  will 

exalt  thee !  and  we  beseech  thee  to  be  our 

?  children's  God.     Save  them  from  sin,  and 

^  !  satan,   and    this    evil  world.     Save  them 

J^   from  the  vanity  of  childhood  and  youth: 

^^   incline  their  hearts  to  holiness,  and  give 

them    the  wisdom  which  is  from  above. 

Pour  thy  Spirit  upon  our  seed,  and  thy 

blessing  upon  our  offspring ;  that  thev  may 

be  a  seed  to  serve  thee,  wnich  shall  be  ac- 

counted  to  the  Lord  for  a  generation. 

^        Teach  and  enable  us  to  brlnff  them  up 

in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord!^; 

and  to  instruct  and  guide,  reprove  and  ex- 

^    hort  them  in  the  meekness  of  wisdom,  as 

those  who    travel  in  birth    again  to  See 

L  '    Christ  formed  in  their  souls.     Let  none  of 

.      our's  come  short  of  eternal  life,  or  be  found 

.     on  Christ's  left-hand  at  the  great  day.   Let 

S     it  be  the  joy  of  our  hearts  to  see  them 

^     walking  in  the  truth,  and  setting  their  faces 

I     heaven-ward. 

We  ask  not  fot  them  great  things  be- 
longing to  this  world.     So  far  an  «.\saXL  V^^ 
For  their  spiritxiel  and  etertvaX  ^oo^,  ^^t^^^ct. 
them  with  Aealth   and  aafcV,^,  %v^^  '^'^'^ 
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direction  and  blessing  in  every  honest  em- 
ployment>  and  feed  them  with  food  con- 
venient for  them.  Especially  make  them 
wise  for  their  souls  and  eternity. 

If  it  should  please  thee  to  remove  any  of 
them  from  us  by  death,  while  they  are 
young,  make  us  humbly  submissive  and 
resigned,  and  firmly  persuaded  that  all  is 
well.  If,  while  they  are  youne,  thou 
shouldest  remove  us  from  them,  be  tboa 
infinitely  better  to  them  than  we  weic 
capable  of  being ;  for  in  thee  the  fatherless 
findeth  mercy.  And,  when  we  are  gone  to 
praise  thee  in  heaven,  let  our  dear  childieD 
be  praising  thee  on  earth ;  and  be  hving; 
not  to  themselves,  but  to  him  that  died  tx 
them  and  rose  again. 

Lord,  thou  knowest  our  care  and  con- 
cern, and  we  desire  to  cast  it  upon  thee. 
Let  serious  godliness  in  our  family  make 
our  dwelling  a  house  of  God,  and  a  nurseiy 
for  Christ  and  glory.  Let  our  children  w 
more  and  better  service  for  thee  in  their 
day,  than  we  have  done  in  ours.  Andbefiire 
the  tribunal  of  Christ  may  we  joyfully  say, 
^^  Here  are  we,  and  the  children  thou  gav^ 
us."  Grant  us  this  rich  grace,  for  the  sake 
of  thy  dear  and  only-begotten  Son,  to  whom, 
with  thee,  O  ¥aX\LeT,^\A^^  ^^  Spirit, 
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kingdom,  power,  and  glory,  for  ever. 


The  Poor  Man's  Prayer. 

hou  Father  of  all!  who  hast  graci- 
promised  to  deliver  "  the  needy  when 
ith,  the  poor  also,  and  him  that  hath 
per;"  we  had  fainted,  imless  we  had 
ed  in  thy  goodness !  We  have  been 
it  low,  and  thou  hast  helped  us :  at 
nd  we  have  received  our  daily  bread, 
hough  sometimes  our  cup  of  earthly 
las  been  almost  dry ;  yet  thou  hast 
supplied  it,  and  again  encouraged  us 
it  in  thee !  Hast  thou  said,  the  very 
)f  our  head  are  all  numbered;  and 
re  not  cast  our  care  upon  him  who 
ireth  for  us !  Thou,  Lord,  hast  never 
3n  them  that  trust  in  thee !  J3ut,  O 
)d,  we  thank  thee,  that  though  poor 
his  world's  good,  we  may  be  ricn  in 
ind  heirs  of  heaven.  We  thank  thee 
at  bread  which  cometh  down  from 
1 — that  bread  which  is  the  life  of  the 
and  the  life  of  our  souls ;  we  would 
ipon  it  till  our  souls  a^e  XLOkVixv^'^vS. 
tenial  life  I  We  wWV  xvo\.  cvsw^^^». 


492  THE  POOR  mah's  pratbr.«-^htmn. 

while  we  see  him  who  was  ridi,  but  for  our 
sake  became  poor.  Blessed  Jesus!  how 
highly  hast  thou  honoured  the  poor ;  and 
how  greatly  hast  thou  favoured  them  witl 
the  glad  tidings  of  thy  gospel !  Blessed 
poverty,  that  makes  us  poor  in  spirit,  and 
heirs  of  thy  kingdom!  Having  notliing> 
we  may  then  possess  All  things. 

May  we  be  thy  followers  in  humility  and  j 
poverty  of  spirit,  be  conformed  to  ttoj 
image,  and  made  tneet  for  that  World  whew  ; 
sorrow  and  sighing  shall  flee  away,  wto 
all  tears  shall  be  wiped  aWay  firom  out 
eyes ;  and  where  we  shall  be  tnade  kinp  1 
and  priests  untb  our  God  fd?  ever !    Amei.  ] 

HYMN. 

Though  troubles  assail. 

And  dangers  a6Pright ; 
Though  friends  should  all  fail 

And  foes  all  unite : 
Yet  one  thing  secures  us. 

Whatever  betide ; 
The  Scripture  assures  us, 

"  The  Lord  will  provide*** 

The  hirds  without  bam 

Or  storehouse  are  fed  ; 
From  them  let  us  learn 

To  trust  fox  \iUT  \iT«»^. 
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His  saints  wlutt  is  fitting 
Shall  ne'eor  be  deny'd,    • 

So  long  as  'ti»  wHtten 
"The  Lord  will  p?ovidc" 

We  may,  like  the  ships. 

By  tempests  be  tost 
On  perilooa  def  ps  > 

But  cannot  be  lost. 
Though  Satan  enrages 

The  wind  and  the  tide ; 
The  promise  engages, 

"  llic  Lord  will  previde."^ 

His  call  we  obey. 

Like  Abraham  of  o)d. 
Not  knowing  our  way  ; 

But  faith  makes  us  bold. 
For,  though  we  aorc  strangers, 

We  have  a  good  guide ; 
And  trust,  in  all  dangers, 

«  The  Lord  will  provide." 

When  Satan  appears 
To  stop  up  our  path 

And  fill  us  with  fears. 
We  triumph  by  faith. 

He  cannot  take  from  us. 
Though  oft  he  has  try'd. 

This  heart-cheering  promise, 
"  The  Lord  will  pro\\de:' 


494  HYMN. 

He  tells  us  we're  weak. 

Our  hope  is  in  vain  ; 
The  good  that  we  seek 

We  ne'er  shall  obtain. 
But  when  such  suggestions 

Our  spirits  have  tried. 
This  answers  all  questions, 

"The  Lord  will  provide." 

No  strength  of  our  own» 

Or  go^ness  we  claim  : 
Yet  since  we  have  known 

The  Saviour's  great  name ; 
In  this  our  strong  tower 

For  safety  we  hide ; 
The  Lord  is  our  power, 

"The  Lord  will  provide." 

When  life  sinks  apace. 

And  death  is  in  view  ; 
This  word  of  his  grace 

Shall  comfort  us  through. 
No  fearing  or  doubting 

With  Christ  on  our  side  ; 
We  hope  to  die  shouting, 

"The  Lord  will  provide." 
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INSTRUCTIONS 

FOR  SELF-EXAMINATION. 


Marks  of  Growth  in  Grace. 

My  Friends, 

If  there  is  a  living  principle  of  grace  in 
jrour  souls,  it  will  be  growing,  and  your 
growth  will  evidence  your  spiritual  life. 
And  would  you  not  have  some  evidence 
that  you  are  indeed  alive ;  united  to  Jesus 
Christ  as  your  living  head,  having  his 
Spirit  dwelling  in  you  as  a  vital  principle ! 
that  you  are  such  as  he  will  preserve  from 
eternal  death,  and  make  happy  in  eternal 
life  ?  Of  what  importance  is  it  to  examine 
ivhether  you  are  growing  or  not !  Ask  your- 
selves seriously,  am  I  growing  in  grace  or 
not?  Does  grace  enter  further  into  my 
soul,  refine  and  spiritualize  it?  Have  I 
tnore  light,  more  faith,  more  love,  more 
humility,  better  dispositions  for  the  service 
of  God,  and  self-demal  ?  Am  I  mote  \Xv«xJS5.- 
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ful,  more  watchful,  more  careful  and  di 
ligent  in  every  duty?  Does  my  growtli 
extend  to  the  several  kinds  of  traces  ?  Is 
grace  more  strong  and  powerful?  Are  the 
exercises  of  it  easy,  regular,  and  constant' 
And  do  I  find  the  fruits  of  it  more  emil 
nently  appearing  both  in  heart  and  life' 
Let  me  mtreat  you  to  dwell  upon  each  of 
these  particulars. 

1 .  Grace  is  growing  when  it  spreads  ii- 
self  wider  in  the  soul;  that  is,  when  ead 
faculty  becomes  more  spiritual  and  refined: 
when  grace  penetrates  mrther  into  it ;  when 
the  whole  mind  is  more  subject  to  the  6<»' 

Sel  of  Christ,  and  under  its  influence  ;  irken 
ivine  light  is  brighter  in  the  undersUsi- 
ing,  and  the  will  is  become  more  loving  and 
obedient  to  God;    when  the  soul  is  more 
powerfully  drawn  by  the  great  motiveg  and 
encouragements  of  the  Gospel ;  when  it  is 
more   affected  with    the    displays   of  the 
authority  of  God,  and  the  grace  of  a  SsvioQi) 
and  more    powerfully  bowed   to   the  Be-  I 
deemer*8    demands ;    when  .  diyine    things  j 
take  faster  hold  of  the  soul,  and  commas 
it  more;  \Yhen  the  mind  is  become  sea- 
soned vf  il\i  tVe  ^^^\.  Y^\vsA^W  ^f  the  Gos-  I 
T)el-    w\ietv  iV  \^  Tftov^^^^  *\s!>Xi^  ^Ciw^  a^k\' 
image  of  GoAas«t^^«^"^^^^^«^ 
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2.  We  may  be  said  to  grow  in  grace 
^johen  we  are  growing  in  the  several  kinds 
of  grace.  The  beginning  of  the  divine  life 
in  the  soul^  is  like  the  kindling  of  a  spark 
of  fire  which  grows  up  into  a  name.  And 
when  there  is  an  increase  of  one  and  the 
other,  or  of  every  kind  of  grace,  then  the 
soul  may  be  saia  to  grow.     When  it  has 

*  not  only  common  but  special  grace,  then 
there  is  not  only  light  and  knowledge,  but 

2  faith  also;  nor  yet  faith  only,  but  a  holy 

jj  life.    And  when  there  is  adaed  to  this,  a 

"rj  flaming  love ;  when  the  soul  is  melted  into 

"*•  godly  sorrow;   when  it  is  led  to  exercise 

*  itself  in  mortification  and  self-denial ;  and 
*f;  to  cleanse  itself  from  all  filthiness  both  of 

flesh  and  spirit;    and  when  it  rises  from 
holiness  to  comfort  and  joy  in  believing. 

3.  The  soul  grows  when  it  becomes  more 
strong  and  powerful  in  any  particular  grace. 
•*  The  more  we  grow  in  grace,  the  more  will 
•J     the  force  and  eflicacy  of  it  be  felt,  and  the 

*  actings  of  it  will  be  more  successful  in 

*  reacmng  their  end,  either  in  mortifying  sin, 
or  in  furnishing  us  for  duty.    We  grow  in 
knowledge  and  light,  when  the  great  mys- 
teries of  the  gospel  shine  more  N\%Vyc^  ^sv 
the  life,  and  become  more  it\iL\\S>oX  vevtec^s^- 

ing  U8  to  faith,  aud  1q\q,  «a^  m^<^&x^^'« 


a 
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and  holiness  of  conversation.  The  more 
we  purify  our  souls  in  obeying  the  tnitk 
through  the  Spirit,  the  more  we  grow  in 
grace.  So  when  our  affections  become  an- 
swerable to  the  steadiness  and  vigour  of  our 
aith;  when  great  difficulties  do  not  lead 
us  to  distrust  and  anxiety^  as  little  ones  did 
before ;  but  we  can  trust  God  in  the  greatest 
that  be&U  us.  They  grow  who  once  strug- 
gled with  passion  and  appetite^  and  weie 
easily  led  away  by  them,  but  can  now  ovc^ 
come  them ;  wnose  good  desires  rise  into  holy 
endeavours ;  whose  good  thoughts  ripen  into 
holy  words  and  actions;  whose  knowledge  is 
more  clear  and  certain,  more  powerftJ  and 
experimental ;  whose  love  is  more  fervent, 
steady,  and  pure;  and  whose  repentance 
flows  not  only  from  a  sense  of  wrath  and  fear 
of  hell,  but  from  a  love  of  God  and  hatred 
of  sin. 

4.  When  the  exercise  of  grace  becomes 
more  easy  and  pleasant  to  us  than  it  was 
before.  When  the  several  graces  of  the 
Spirit  are  ready  to  be  called  out  to  exer- 
cise, and  move  like  oiled  wheels  upon  the 
first  attempt  to  set  them  in  motion.  That 
soul  is  in  a  gtomw^  %\».\fc  VWt  is  ready  to 
attend  duty  w^on  ^ot\.  n^^sxsojl^^  ^62%^^«^ 
every  grace  etvs««^\  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^ 
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re^d  in  »  spiritual  frame^  deny  itseilf^  act 
faith  in  the  promaises^  renounce  the  deyi) 
and  the  fleshy  lorffive  injurieB^  and  do  acts  of 
charity  with  reamness  an4  pleasure.  Some 
perscms  find  theif  minds  lie  a  great  way  off^ 
and  averse  from  spiritual  and  holy  exer- 
cises^ they  must  argue  with  th^sis^yes  a 
great  while  before  they  can  prevail.  The: 
Christian  has  frequently  h^ra  worli  to  do. 
He  must  chide  himseli  again  and  again 
before  his.baekward  spirit  will  comply.  On 
the  other  hand^  when  spiritual  work  is  be- 
pome  natural  and  easy  to  the  soul«  there  is 
iindoubtedly  improvement  and  growth  in 
grace.  There  may  be  growth  indeed  where 
there  is  some  difficulty  in  getting  the  heart 
into  a  spiritual  frame ;  but  then  that  grace 
[^annot  be  so  remarkable;  though  the  exist- 
ence cf  it  cannot  be  denied^  yet  the  strength 
3,nd  vigour  of  it  must.  This  i^  an  evidence 
that  grace  is  weak>  though  it  may  be  true. 

We  may  be  said  to  grow  in  grace,  when 
^e  are  more  steady,  constant,  and  regular 
in  the  exercise  of  it ;  and  are  still  reaching 
forward  to  the  greatest  perfection. 

5.  The  soul  is   growing  when  the  fruits 
}f  grace  appear  eminently  upon  it.     T\\ft. 
,ree  that  bears  good  fr\x\t  e.«t\.i^si^oj  ^^3^^- 
God  is  abler  says  tYie  X^oeXV^^^^'^^^^'^ 


500  INSTRUCTIONS  FOR 

all  grace  abound  towards  you,  that  ye  al- 
ways having  sufficiency  in  all  tilings  may 
abound  to  every  good  work."  When  Chris- 
tians are  called  out  to  any  special  duty  or 
service,  they  shew  they  had  their  hearts 
fitted  for  that  service,  by  a  readiness  to 
engage  in  it,  and  a  skilful  performance  of 
it  to  the  glory  of  God.  This  is  a  glorioiis 
sufficiency.  When  an  earthly  mind  becomes 
heavenly,  and  a  vain  mind  becomes  serious; 
when  a  narrow  spirit  becomes  generous ;  and 
one  that  was  slothful  and  inactive  in  the 
service  of  God,  becomes  one  of  excellent 
usefulness,  full  of  good  works,  and  brings 
forth  fruit;  this  is  growth  in  grace.  In 
any  or  all  of  these  instances  there  may  l)e 
growth. 

6.  Inquire  whether  you  grow  in  hvmlk 
and  mean  thoughts  of  yourselves.  To  tHesc 
God  has  made  the  promise,  that  he  wiH 
give  more  grace:  "he  resisteth  the  proni 
but  giveth  grace  unto  the  humble."  Hum- 
bling yourselves  is  the  way  to  be  exaltei 
both  in  grace  and  in  the  divine  favour. 
The  tree  that  shoots  its  roots  furthert 
downwards,  rises  highest  upward  with  its 
branches,  and  stands  the  fastest  with  all  its 
heiffht.  They  who  have  stood  fast  in  Ac 
rankof  God's  woiVJoaci^, V>n^  ^^^s^sso^^mly  had 
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the  least  and  lowest  thoughts  of  themselves. 

*  '*  I  count  not  myself  to  have  apprehended," 
K  was  the  language  of  that  eminent  apostle^ 
!  St.  Paul.  "  Not  as  though  I  had  already 
1.  attained,  either  were  already  perfect :"  and 
t  in  other  places  he  confesseth,  that  he  was 
t  less  than  the  least  of  all  saints,  and  the  chief 
I  of  sinners.  *'  I  am  not  worthy  of  the  least  of 
!  all  the  mercies,  and  of  all  the  truth  which 
i  thou  hast  shewed  unto  thy  servant."  Hu- 
f  mility  gives  rising  to  grace;  there  is  an 
R  aptness  in  it  to  make  the  soul  grow,  because 

*  it  leads  to  God  in  Christy  imder  a  sense  of 
s  its  own  weakness,  and  makes  it  warm  and 
I  earnest  at  a  throne  of  grace  for  relief. 

t         7.  Do  you  grow  in  a  love  and  value  for 

I     the  blessed  Jesus  ?    This  will  be  an  excel- 
lent symptom  of  growth!     St.  Paul  was 

i     got  to  a  noble  height,  when  he  counted  all 
things  but  loss  and  dung  for  the  excellency 

(  of  the  knowledge  of  Christ  Jesus  his  Lord ! 
He  who  has  been  most  solicitous  for  grace, 
and  taken  most  pains  in  duty>  will  have 
the  highest  value  for  Christ.  He  sees  so 
much  imperfection  in  every  grace,  so  many 
defects  in  every  service  he  performs ;  that 
he  will  acknowledge  he  must  perish,  if  he 
is  not  justified  by  a  bettex  x\^^*^<^^^s^^^^'^^ 
he  has  not  an  all-sufRdeul^^^^^^'^"^- 
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Lastly.  Do  your  desires  after  gromth  in 
grace  increase?  and  are  you  more  diligent 
in  your  endeavours  after  it  ?  Our  perfection 
on  earth  lies  in  desire ;  I  mean  in  labmoos 
endeavotiring  desire ;  not  in  Blothfnl  laiT 
wishes.  Desires,  indeed,  are  what  the  good 
man  talks  of  more  than  any  thin?  else;  bat 
lest  you  should  flatter  yourself  into  any 
dangerous  mistake,  observe  whetheir  your 
desires  are  active,  and  put  you  upon  the 
greatest  diliffence  and  labour  in  wie  way 
that  God  hathprescribed.  It  is  a  remarl* 
able,  and  an  affecting  expression  of  a  ffreal 
man,  "  Hell  is  paved  with  la^y  Wishes/ 
The  wise  man  says,  the  desire  of  the  sloth- 
ful killcth  him;  his  desires  must  be  per- 
petual torment  to  him,  because  he  will  not 
i)c  at  the  pains  to  give  them  satiBfaction. 
The  diligent  hand  maketh  rich,  both  in  tern- 
])()rals  and  spirituals.  Therfe  is  no  gtowth 
to  1)0  expected  without  pains ;  though  while 
we  labour  we  must  own  the  success  of  sU 
depends  upon  the  divine  blessing,  l&ndt^ 
vovrs  belong  to  its  by  Grod*8  appointment 
and  ,Kitccess  belongs  to  him.  **  Forgettinj:. 
therefore,  the  things  that  are  behind,  let  us 
i)ross  forward ;  pressing  towards  the  mtfk 
lor  the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  Grod,  in 
^Christ  Jesus." 
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Symptoms  of  declining  in  Grace. 

1.  You  &re  dedining  in  ffrace  when  jou 
grow  bolder  with  sin,  or  wim  the  occasions 
of  it,  or  temptations  to  it,  than  you  were  in 
your  md)r<d  watchful  state. 

2.  When  jrou  make  a  small  matter  of 
those  inward  corruptions  and  infirmities 
which  once  seemed  grievous  to  yoU,  and 
almost  intolerable. 

3.  When  you  settle  in  a  course  of  reli- 
gion that  (iosts  you  little  labour,  dtid  leave 
out  the  hard  and  costly  patt;  and  seem  to 
be  very  religious  in  the  rest. 

4.  When  you  grow  strange  to  God  and 
Christ,  and  have  little  converse  with  hiin 
in  the  Spirit;  and  your  thoughts  of  him  are 
few,  and  cold,  and  lifeless;  and  your  reli- 
gion consists  in  convferising  with  good  men, 
and  good  books,  and  outward  duties. 

5.  When  you  .are  careless  about  heart- 
work;  and  fiiid  but  little  to  do  with  your 
hearts  from  day  td  day  in  trying  themi  or 
watching  th^m,  or  stirring  them  up,  or  mor- 
tifying tneir  corirujplions :  but  your  business 
in  religion  is  most  abroad,  and  in  outward 
exercises. 

6.  Though  your  own  \veM\^  otl^  ^s:jqJsv&^ 


504  INSTRUCTIONS  FOR 

must  have  much  of  your  thoughts,  you  are 
on  the  losing  hand,  if  the  wonders  of  love 
and  grace  in  Christ  have  not  more  of  your 
thoughts  and  of  your  devout  affections. 

7.  All  is  not  well  with  you  when  spiritual 
helps  and  advantages  are  less  relished  and 
valued,  and  you  grow  more  indifferent  to 
the  sermons,  prayers,  and  ordinances  which 
once  you  could  not  live  without ;  when  you 
use  them  but  as  bare  duties,  for  necessity 
and  not  as  means,  without  any  great  hope 
of  benefit  and  success. 

8.  When  you  regard  too  much  the  eye  of 
man,  and  too  little  the  eye  of  God :  and  are 
more  attentive  to  the  words  and  outside  (A 
your  prayers,  than  the  secret  and  inward 
part  of  them ;  and  dress  yourselves  accu- 
rately when  you  appear  abroad,  but  at 
home  wear  the  sordia  garb  of  a  cold  and 
careless  heart  and  life. 

9.  When  you  grow  hottest  about  some 
controverted  smaller  matters  in  religion,  or 
studious  of  the  interest  of  some  private 
opinion  or  party  which  you  have  chosen, 
more  than  of  the  interest  of  the  common 
truths  and  cause  of  Christ;  more  uncha- 
ritable and  censorious  to  brethren  that  differ 
from  you,  and  less  tender  of  the  names  and 
welfare  of  others-,  owixiViEtL  ^^^  love  not 
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your  neighbour  as  yourselves^  and  do  not 
I    as  you  would  be  done  by. 

10.  When  the  renewing  of  your  repent- 
j    ance  is  grown  a  lifeless,  cursory  work.  When 

in  preparation  for  the  Lord's  day,  or  sacra- 
g  ment,  or  other  duties,  you  call  yourselves  to 
I  no  serious  account,  and  grow  slight  in  self- 
examination  ;  and  are  contented  in  the  daily 
use  of  ordinances,  though  you  find  no  pro- 
fit, or  increase  in  grace,  or  communion  with 
God. 

11.  When  sense  and  appetite,  and  fleshly 
pleasures  are  grown  more  powerful ;  and 
when  you  are  more  proud  and  impatient, 
and  less  able  to  bear  disesteem,  and  slight- 
ing and  injuries  from  men,  or  poverty,  or 
sufferings  for  Christ ;  and  make  ^  greater 
matter  of  your  crosses  and  wrongs,  than  be- 
comes one  that  is  dead  to  the  flesh  and  the 
world. 

Lastly;  when  the  hopes  of  heaven,  and 
the  love  of  God,  cannot  content  you;  but 
you  are  thirsting  after  some  worldly  con- 
tentment, and  grow  eager  in  your  desires, 
and  the  world  grows  more  sweet  to  you : 
when  you  had  rather  dwell  on  earth  than  in 
heaven ;  and  are  more  unwilling  to  think  ot 
deaths  or  to  prepare  for  it,  otc  e^^^^\*^^.>  "^"^ 
are  less  in  love  with  the  coto«v^  ^^  Occiv^^-*-. 


II 
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and  are  ready  to  say  of  this  sin  Ail  life  in  the  I  Uf 

flesh,  it  is  good  to  b^  h^lre;     All  these  ait  I  ^^ 

signs  of  a  declining  Ktate>  though  ^^et  yoi|  ^ 
are  not  come  to  a^tai^y; 


Adtiee  to  dmbting  ChriHiiatUi 

Judge  not  of  youf  hearts  and  eTidenen 
upon  every  sudden  glance  of  feeling ;  but 
upon  a  sober,  deliberate  eitamination :  and 
let  your  skill  and  diligence  be  much  greater 
to  get  grace,  and  use  it,  and  increase  it 
than  to  try  whether  you  have  it  or  w*- 
There  is  no  such  safe  way  to  be  certain  that 
you  have  grace,  as  to  get  so  much  as  will 
he  easily  discerned,  and  will  shew  itaelt 
When  you  have  a  strong  Mth>  you  will 
easily  be  sure  that  you  believe ;  when  you 
have  a  fervent  love  to  Christ,  and  holiness, 
you  will  easily  be  d^sured  that  you  love 
them :  when  you  strotigly  hate  gin,  and  live 
in  universal  constant  obedience,  you  will 
easily  discern  yoiit  repentance  and  obedi- 
ence. Weak  grace  will  have  but  weak 
assuratite,  otv^i  vVVXXb  t!Si\v^V»Aisn. 

Set  youTseVve^,  Vi!fisv  ^  ^\sJt  ^^^^j^^sai  I 
diligence,  to  die^Vw^  ^^^^1  ^"^  ^\V.«flev.^\ 
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J  Xife ;  and  make  it  your  principal  care  and 

■  T>usiness  to  do  yoiir  duty,  toa  plfeAse  Grod, 

.    and  do  all  the  good  yoU  cati  in  the  world; 

and  trust  Gk)d  with  yoUr  0Ou1b,  as  long  as 

you  wait  upon  him  in  his  way.     If  y<*u  live 

in  wilful  sin  and  neffligenee ;,  if  you  cherish 

jyour  sensual    flesMy  lusts,  and  set  yeur 

'hearts  too  eagerly  on  the  world;  if  you  in- 

^  dulge  the  passions  of  envy>  pride,  or  uncha- 

ritableness,  or  live  in  the  neglect  of  duty  to 

^   God  or  man>  atid  make  no  conscience  of  a 

2  true  reformation;   it  is  not  any  inquiries 

*  after  signs  of  grae^  that  will  help  you  to 
^'  assurance.  You  may  complain  long  enough 
^  before  you  have  ease  while  such  a  thorli  is 
^'  in  your  foot.  Cohscience  must  be  better 
J    used  before  it  speaks  a  word  of  sound  well- 

*  gprounded  peace.  But  when  you  set  yoUr- 
^  selve8>  with  all  your  care  and  skill  to  do 
f  your  duty,  and  please  your  Lord,  he  will 
.  not  let  you  labour  in  rain ;  he  will  take  care 
'     of  your  peace  and  comfort^  while  you  take 

care  of  your  duty ;  and  in  this  way  you  may 
safely  trust  hiih^ 
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Compassionate  Address  to  the  fearfd  (xd 
dejected  Christian. 

My  dear  fellow  Christians,  whose  souls 
are  taken  up  with  the  anxious  thoughts  of 
attaining  to,  and  preserving  your  peace 
with  God;  who  are  vile  in  your  own  eyes, 
and  value  the  hlood,  and  Spirit,  and  word 
of  your  Redeemer,  and  the  hope  of  heaven, 
before  all  the  vanities  of  the  world;  and 
resolve  to  give  up  yourselves  to  his  con- 
duct, who  is  become  the  author  of  eternal 
salvation  to  all  those  that  obey  him :  youi 
merciful  and  heavenly  1  Father  has,  by  to 
beloved  Son,  sent  vou  this  joyful  messi^ 
that  God  is  love ;  that  like  as  a  father  pities 
his  own  children,  so  the  Lord  pities  yon 
He  commands  us  by  his  word  to  teU  you. 
that  he  takes  notice  of  your  sorrows;  he 
stands  by,  when  you  see  him  not,  and  are 
ready  to  think  he  has  forsaken  you:  fe 
minds  you  with  the  greatest  tenderness 
when  you  say  he  has  forgotten  you;  b'J 
numbereth  your  sighs ;  he  bottles  up  your 
tears ;  he  talces  it  unkind  that  you  are  so 
suspicious  of  him;  and  that  all  that  kf 
hatn  done  for  you  in  the  work  of  redemj)- 
tion,  and  all  the  gracious  workings  of  to 
Spirit  on  your  aou\&,  wcl^  ^  ^^ut  own  ei* 


1 
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_.  3crience  of  his  goodness,  can  raise  you  to 
-'  ^io  higher  a  sense  of  his  love. 

Do  you  not  see,  and  hear,  and  taste  his 
^^^nercy  and  love  ?     Do  you  live  wholly  upon 

^t>  and  yet  doubt  of  it  ?    God  takes  not  this 

^„g^ell.  But  yet  he  knows  your  frame,  and 
iJ.  jrememhers  that  you  are  dust :  he  knows 
ix^  jthat  the  flesh  will  war  against  the  Spirit ; 
P  ^he  knows  that  sin  will  breed  sorrows  and 
^^P^ears ;  and  that  man's  understanding  is  nar- 

^  row,  and  that  all  his  conceptions  of  God  are 
r  of  extremely  low :  that  we  are  so  far  from  God 
-  Jias  creatures,  and  so  much  further  from  him 

K^as  sinners^  that  wc  shall  sometimes  draw 
'^gback  and  look  at  God  afar  off.  But,  my 
^^  friends,  it  is  not  the  will  of  your  Father, 
«ji  that  you  should  always  keep  at  the  distance 
^\  of  a  servant,  or  a  slave ;  he  wishes  you  to 
jjjjj  enjoy  the  privileges  of  children  ;  to  cry, 
^.  Abba,  Father.  To  win  your  hearts,  you 
J  ^  arc  told,  ''  That  God  so  loved  the  world,  as 
j^  to  send  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whoso- 
^  p  ever  believeth  in  him  should  not  perish, 
jjg  but  have  everlasting  life."  Hear  the  gra- 
^  cious  invitations  of  this  merciful  Saviour; 
[  ii  *'  Come  unto  me  all  ye  that  labour,  and  are 
'  1^  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you  rest "  ^^ss^i. 
J,  js  not  this  gracious  invitatioxL  ^ftAxe!8»sA.^» 
^    all?  And  are  you  excluded t     Kx^  ^^"^  "^'^^ 
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the  w€ary  and  heavy  laden  ?  H«ie  \ 
rest  and  peace  offered  which  you  waot 
member^  when  you  are  upon  your  ' 
that  your  heavenly  Father  stands;  \ 
seeehin^  you  to  accept  of  what  yo 
beseeching  him  to  grant.  I>o  you  w: 
pardon^  li&^  and  salvation?  You  haY 
to  receive  it  in  the  gospel  way.  Are  y« 
tressed  with  fears  ana  troubles,  ana 
tain  whether  Christ  and  salvation  i»  i 
Suppose  you  have  never  accepted  of  i 
nor  given  up  yourselves  to  him  :  but 
not  now  ready  to  accept  you  ?  "  Ji 
the  accepted  time :  now  is  the  day  i 
vation !"  Behold  he  stands  at  the  doi 
knocks !  and  will  you  not  receive  hiu 
all  his  savinff  and  sanctifying  blesi 
Come  then  boldly  to  a  throne  of  gra^a 
you  may  *^  obtain  mercy,  and  find  gr 
help  in  every  time  of  need." 

Is  it  not  a  comfort  to  your  dejected  i 
to  reflect  that  your  gracious  High  '. 
was  tempted  like  as  you  are,  and  is  to 
with  the  feelinff  of  your  infirmities, 
will  not  break  the  bruised  reed.  Ol 
poor  bruised  wounded  soul  had  but 
these  words  feom\v\%^w\wi.^  ^  \sjlwja1i  : 
Spirit  of  t\ie  Tuot^  \^  >x^^^,\«5^ 
haa  anointed  me  Ya>  ipxe^^*^'^  %^^ 


'•Ec 
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:)oov :  he  hath  sent  me  to  heal  the  broken- 
learted:  to  preach  deliverance  to  the  cap- 
'Hi.ives,  and  recovering  of  sight  to  the  blind^ 
■Jto  set  at  liberty  them  that  are  bruised;  to 
■•■preach  the  acceptable  year  of  the  Lord." 
***\Vhat  heart-meltings  would  it  have  caused, 
^Avhat  love  would  it  have  raised !  You  would 
^•surely  then  have  believed  that  the  Lord 
^!is  indeed  gracious !  Let  the  soul  who  is 
•'doubting  of  God's  love  read  the  character 
■■*of  his  heavenly  Father  in  the  story  of  the 
*"*X*etuming  prodigal,  and  let  him  feel  what 

*  J^hat  poor  penitent  felt,  when  he  found  him- 
/•self  in  the  arms  of  his  compassionate  father. 

^^VTThe  soul  that  felt  this,  would  never  sure 
®  •liave  such  hard  and  doubtftil  thoughts  of 
^  Ood !  Read  the  words  of  him  who  is  high 
■*  and  holy ;  who  inhabiteth  eternity,  and  who 
^  dwells  in  the  high  and  holy  place ;  with  him 
■  f  also  that  is  of  a  contrite  and  humble  spirit, 
"to  revive  the  spirit  of  the  humble,  and  to 
*'  i-evive  the  heart  of  the  contrite  ones.    Away 

*  -then  with  every  suspicious  thought  of  God's 

*  love !    Let  his  praise  dwell  upon  your  lips ; 
5    the  actings  of  love,  and  thanks,  and  joy, 

J   >vill  help  you  to  comfort,  in  a  nearer  way 
y   than  arguments  and  self-examinat\ow^  «s^^ 
^    5ii   a,   way  of  /feeling  !     EvexL  «k»  \>kv^  ^'^ 
maketh  you    warm,    the    exeTQ.\«a^?»  ^e^* 


w"*"""  „  him  tNm  f  "^  his  ■=<>^»"S 
sins ;  ^«^.t     He  **^''  ""ll^tioiB  se< 
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,    y  Uri^ing  of  his  heart.    He  does  not  secretly 

'    cherish  any  sin  as  too  sweety  or  too  profit- 

[  »ble  to  be  utterly  forsaken,  or  overlook  it  as 

a  smaU  inconsiderable  matter :  but  he  feels 

*  sin  to  be  his  enemy  and  his  disease  |  and 
^  desires  not  one  sin  to  be  spared  in  his  soul : 

"but  says  with  David,  "  Search  me,  O  God, 
and  know  my  heart ;  try  me,  and  know  my 
^  thoughts ;  and  see  if  there  be  any  wicked 
.  -way  m  me,  and  lead  me  in  the  way  ever- 
**  lasting!"  '*He  is  blameless,  and  harmless, 
**  as  a  son  of  God,  without  rebuke  in  the 
^  midst  of  a  crooked  and  perverse  generation, 
^^  among  whom  he  shines  as  a  liffht  in  the 
^  world."  The  fear,  and  love,  anaobedience 
^!  of  God,  is  the  work  and  tenor  of  his  life. 
^  2.  A  Christian  indeed,  is  one,  that  is  so 
'  sensible  of  his  lost  condition,  unworthiness, 
^  and  utter  insufficiency  for  himself;  and  so 
f  highly  prizes  the  offices,  perfection,  and 
^  sufficiency  of  Christ;  that  he  has  abso- 
'   lutely  put  his  soul  and  all  his  hopes  into 

*  the  hands  of  this  Almighty  Saviour;  and 
'  now  lives  in  him,  as  having  no  life  but 
[    what  ho  has  from  Christ,  nor  any  other 

way  of  access  to  God,  or  acceptance  with 
him ;  in  him  he  beholds  and  delightfuUy  adr 
mires  the  Jove  and  goodnesa  o?  \i\»lS^»^«^% 
and  through  him  has  acceaa  mVJo.\id^^»'^'^ 


■Tounded  iti  love,         \,teadtK  •J^^  ^^\ 

fn  but  aUve  to  ^°*  \oW  li^es,  »  ^  ^\ 
Sd^e  5fe^^*^t^.»Ho loved batn.*"-! 

salte  of  tne  I  y  other  ^f, 

""^^'     «ffalnst  tlve  time  ^" ,      gfote  h^ 
tToiTlS^nal  ^f|;^:ilS;Med  i"  ' 
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are  seen,  which  are  temporal,  but  at  the 

things  which  are  unseen,  and  are  eternal. 

Having  taken  heaven  for  his  felicity,  he 

accounts  no  cost  too  great  for  the  obtaining 

it.     Though  difficulties  may  hinder  him, 

and  his  attainments  fall  short  of  his  desires ; 

'     yet  he  is  resolved,  through  grace,  never  to 

part  with  Christ  and  heaven.     He  knows 

that  it  is  impossible  to  be  a  loser  by  God, 

or  to  purchase  heaven  at  too  dear  a  rate. 

He  knows  that  whatsoever  it  may  cost  him, 

!    heaven  will  fully  pay  for  all.     He  knows 

^     that  even  our  duty  is  not  our  smallest  pri- 

!     vilege  and  mercy:  but  that  the  more  we 

^     do  for  God,  the  more  we  receive,  and  the 

greater  is  our  gain  and  honour.     He  is  not 

^     one  that  desires  the  end  without  the  means : 

'     he  complains  of  his  backwardness  to  obey, 

'     but  never  complains  of  the  strictness  of  the 

'     command.     He  loves  the  holiness,  justice, 

and  goodness  of  the  law,  while  he  bewails 

the  unholiness  and  badness  of  his  heart. 

He  does  not  desire  God  to  command  him 

less,  but  desires  grace  and  ability  to  do 

more. 

4.  A  Christian  indeed  is  one  that  daily 
delights  himself  in  God,  and  finds  toqx^ 
solid  pleasure  in  his   comixv^LXvdkS  ^w^  ^'^^ 
mkcs  than  all   this  world   c«ca  ^yx^  ^J^^^• 
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Religion  is  not  a  tiresome  task  to  him ;  tte 
yoke  of  Christ  is  easy  to  hitn^  and  his  bur- 
den light.  That  which  others  perform  from 
mere  necessity,  against  their  will,  he  goe« 
to  with  delight.  He  prays  because  \» 
loves  to  pray ;  and  thinks  and  speaks  d 
holy  things,  because  he  takes  pleasure  ib 
them.  If  it  is  a  delight  to  men  to  convene 
with  their  dearest  friends,  or  to  hear  fifo» 
them  at  a  distance,  it  is  no  wonder  if  the 
Christian  delights  to  read  the  Gospel  mp- 
teries  of  love,  and  to  find  there  the  promises 
of  everlasting  happiness ;  and  to  see  in  the 
face  of  Jesus  Christ  the  clearest  image  of 
the  eternal  Deity.  It  is  not  bare  externsl 
duty  which  he  is  taken  up  with  ;  but  it  i» 
Goa,  in  creatures  and  ordinances,  that  he 
seeks  and  lives  upon.  He  would  not  change 
the  heavenly  delight  which  he  finds  in  the 
exercise  of  faith,  and  hope,  and  love  to  God, 
for  all  the  carnal  pleasures  of  the  world. 
He  "  would  rather  be  a  door-keeper  in  the 
house  of  God,  than  to  dwell  in  the  palaces 
of  wickedness;"  "in  the  multitude  of  to 
thoughts  within  him,  the  comforts  of  God 
delight  his  soul."  His  meditation  of  God 
is  sweet,  and  he  is  glad  in  the  Lord.  One 
look  to  Christ-,  one  promise  of  the  GJospel; 
one  serious  tYiou^X  o1  >i)K^^  >SSfc  ^^ich  he  is 
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0  live  with  God  for  eyer>  affords  his  soul 
lore  solid  comfort  than  aU  the  kingdoms 
n  earth  can  afford.  And  though  he  lives 
ot  continually  in  these  high  delights;  yet 
leace  with  Ood,  and  peace  of  conscience, 
.nd  some  delight  in  God  and  godliness,  is 
be  ordinary  temper  of  bis  soul.    His  grace 

1  not  so  small  as  to  be  undiscemible ;  nor 
I  it  a  sleepy  buried  seed,  or  principle. 
They  that  have  a  good  decree  of  grace, 
nd  keep  it  in  livew  exercise,  are  not  so 
ftuch  troubled  with  doubts  of  its  sincerity, 
M  the  weak  and  languid  Christian.  They 
Jot  not  their  evidence  by  so  many  infirm- 
ties  and  falls :  they  are  more  in  tne  light, 
nd  have  more  acquaintance  with  them- 
elves,  and  more  sense  of  the  abundant  love 
f  God.  They  have  more  of  the  spirit  of 
doption,  and  can  call  him  Father,  with 
Teater  freedom  and  comfort. 

5.  A  Christian  indeed  is  grounded  in 
.umility*  He  is  so  well  acquainted  with 
lis  manifold  imperfections,  and  daily  fail* 
ogs,  and  great  unwortluness,  that  he  is 
ery  low  *and  vile  in  his  own  eyes,  and 
berefore  can  easily  endure  to  be  low  and 
lie  in  the  eyes  of  others.  He  even  abhors 
imself  when  he  finds  the  perverseness  o{ 
lis  heart  to  God^  aod  how  \it\\.e  Yka^Basyv^ 
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of  him,  and  how  little  he  loves  him  in  com- 
parison of  what  he  ought :  and  how  little  of 
heaven  is  upon  his  heart;  and  how  back* 
ward  his  thoughts  are  to  the  life  to  come. 
These  are  as  fetters  upon  his  soul.  He 
groans  under  them  as  a  captive,  and  longs 
for  the  day  of  his  deliverance.  He  sees  in 
himself  so  much  darkness^  imperfection,  and 
want  of  further  grace,  that  he  is  often  a 
burden  to  himself.  O  could  he  but  know 
and  love  God  more ;  and  be  more  in  heaven, 
and  more  willing  to  die,  how  easily  could  he 
bear  all  crosses  and  injuries,  and  be  content 
with  any  state  on  earth.  He  is  much  more 
fearful  of  doing  wrong  than  of  receiving 
wrong.  He  falls  out  with  himself  more 
frequently  than  with  others.  He  believes 
himself  to  be  his  greatest  enemy,  and  knows 
that  his  danger  is  most  at  home.  He  is 
more  careful  of  his  duty  to  his  prince,  his 
parents,  his  master,  ms  pastor,  than  of 
theirs  towards  him ;  because  he  knows  that 
sin  is  worse  than  present  suffering  ;  and 
it  is  better  to  be  injured  than  to  injure 
others. 

6.  A  Christian  indeed  is  more  in  getting 
and  usin^  his  graces,  than  inquiring  whe- 
ther he  has  them.  He  is  very  desirous  to 
be  assured  thai  \ie  \ft  »3aR«i^»\svi.^  \3U5  ig  mow 
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lesirous  to  be  so :  and  he  knows  that  even 
kssurance  is  gained  more  by  the  exercise 
md  increase  of  grace^  than  by  bare  inquiry 
whether  we  have  it  already.  Not  that  he 
s  a  neglecter  of  self-examination ;  but  he 
►ftener  asks, "  What  shall  I  do  to  be  saved?" 
han  *'  How  shall  I  know  that  I  shall  be 
laved?" 

7.  A  Christian  indeed  studies  duty  more 
ban  events.  He  looks  to  his  own  part 
nore  than  God's,  knowing  that  he  himself 
s  likely  to  fail;  but  that  God  will  never 
iail  of  his  part.  And  when  any  thing  goes 
imiss,  he  blames  himself  and  not  God's 
providence.  He  knows  that  the  hairs  of 
lis  bead  are  numbered,  and  that  his  Father 
knows  what  he  needs ;  and  that  God  is  in- 
Snitely  wiser  and  fitter  to  dispose  of  him 
than  he  is  to  choose  for  himself:  and  there- 
fore he  thankfully  accepts  that  easy,  indul- 
gent command,  "  Cast  all  your  care  on  him, 
for  he  careth  you." 

8.  A  Christian  indeed  is  one  that  highly 
values  time :  he  knows  how  much  work  he 
has  to  do;  that  he  has  a  soul  to  save  or 
lose;  a  heaven  to  win;  a  hell  to  escape; 
a  death  and  judgment  to  prepare  for ; 
many  a  sin  to  mortify,  and  many  graces  tcw 
exercise  and  increase,  and  \si«ksv^  e^^''5M«?^ 
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find  hnispUtimis  to  civcrcume:  anil 
^hat  1^  HiW  trrt  uniUmo.  must  l>e  ' 
far  I'^rr.  0  {^nvjouM  lime!  how 
di>^  hr  value  if,  wlioii  he  thinks  «* 
rvrna>:iUjrsJflU\  mid  what  work  hebt 
rrrn  K^iir  of  his  time.  He  has  a  hem 
I^rh.  (Liid  wAfc  h.  nnci  study ;  and  a  God 
*rrlk  aiiil  ffliihriiMv  siTve;  and  many  I 

f\\\\  w.  And  A  variety  af  duties  to 
\m     Hill  a]a.^^^  timo  makes  haste  i 
tmd  mAm  ihiric*  art*  left  undcme;  ai 
Th  ftfj  A7ij  fJiJif  death  !iill  find  bim  retf 
h^h;nd  hmid :  and  therefore  he  ii 
di-i;n^  At  tine  that  hai  use  ibr  evwr 
<V^  A  rhri^tian  indeed  makes  c« 
of  aU  rhe  dutiet  of  hia  elBtion  atid  , 
ir  ofherfi.    If  heiithualiand  he  Ja 
fuiii  pOiML  MMlMl^ff  ta  hk  1^ 
1^  a  MliUi^--      i  ^  % 

he  ia 
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Lch  more  happy  is  the  new  Jerusalem, 
J  city  of  the  living  God,  where  the  par- 
ted spirits  of  the  Just,  in  perfect  life, 
i  light,  and  love,  are  beholobng,  admir- 
;,  and  praising  the  eternal  God,  their 
eator,  and  Bedeemer,  and  Sanctifier  for 
3r! 
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My  Friends, 

You  cannot  live  a  comfortable  life  till 
you  are  prepared  for  a  comfortable  death; 
but  if  you  are  ready  to  die  well,  you  are 
ready  to  live  well,  and  ready  to  suffer,  and 
ready  for  any  thing.  The  man  who  hopes 
to  be  for  ever  with  the  Lord,  has  little  to 
fear.  How  quietly  may  he  sleep !  how 
easily  may  he  suflFer!  how  joyfully  may  he 
live !  Give  me  leave  then  to  assist  and 
direct  you  in  this  great  work. 

1.  Be  sure  that  you  repent  of  every 
known  sin :  there  is  nothing  makes  death 
so  terrible  to  us  as  guilt.  ^'  The  sting  oj 
death  is  sin,''  It  is  sin  that  makes  us  hide 
ourselves  from  our  God ;  and  it  is  sin  that 
hides  his  face  from  us.  So  ^eat  is  his 
mercy,  that  nothing  but  sin  could  separate 
us  from  his  love.  Spare  not  sin,  there- 
fore. Search  it  to  the  very  bottom  of  your 
hearts,  you  will  find  it  has  taken  deep  root 
there,  and  TecpSi^^  ^l^^-^  ^^^exvtance.  And 
when  you  \v^.^e  tewxsS.  wiX.  \^\sa^  ^wso^^  ^ 
places   in  ^oux  V^^^^>  ^^^^^  ^^.  ^$^^^ 
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But  you  must  go  still  fiirther,  and  forsake 
it  resolutely:  a  half  repentance  will  not 
sifford  you  comfort  in  life,  or  hope  in  death. 
That  repentance  which  is  unto  life,  is  a 
turning  unto  God;  a  new  heart,  and  a 
right  spirit ;  a  putting  off  the  old  man,  and 
putting  on  the  new;  it  is  ceasing  to  do 
evil,  and  learning  to  do  well;  it  is  a  death 
unto  sin,  and  a  new  birth  unto  righteousness. 

2.  Put  your  souls  into  the  hands  of 
Jesus  to  be  pardoned,  to  be  sanctified,  and 
javed.  Are  you  afraid  of  guilt,  and  the 
law,  and  the  wrath  of  God,  and  hell?  Ke- 
member.  He  is  "  the  Lamb  of  God  that 
baketh  away  the  sins  of  the  world."  "  He 
wras  made  sin  for  us  who  knew  no  sin,  that 
we  might  be  made  the  righteousness  of  God 
in  him."  "  If  any  man  sin,  we  have  an 
advocate  with  the  Father,  Jesus  Christ  the 
righteous."  Fly  to  this  refuge.  Lay  hold 
on  this  hope  set  before  you,  and  you  will 
find  strong  consolation. 

3.  Devote  yourself  entirely  to  God;  and 
make  it  the  business  of  your  life  to  please 
him,  and  to  do  good  to  all  around  you.  O 
that  I  could  persuade  you,  my  friends,  how 
much  a  life  of  total  resignation  to  God,  arid. 
devotedness  to  his  service,  v^ovjXSl  o.^'oXit^'^ol^sv 
ojrour  comfort  in  life,  aud  ^ovx^  ^e?^^^^ 
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death !  Though  your  only  hope  for  sain- 
tion  is  the  merits  of  your  Redeemer ;  yet 
your  comfort  must  much  depend  upon  the 
evidence  you  have^  that  you  are  a  sinceR 
believer  in  him ;  that  you  are  sanctified  bi 
his  Spirit^  and  created  anew  in  him,  ana 
made  meet  for  the  inheritance  of  the  sainti 
in  light. 

Will  it  not  be  matter  of  comfort  to  you, 
to  look  back  on  such  marks  of  your  on- 
cerity  as  these?  That  you  loved  dfod  above 
all  things,  and  loved  your  brethren  around 
you,  because  they  were  the  children  of  the 
same  heavenlv  Father.  That  you  h»?« 
taken  Christ  ror  your  only  Saviour,  andkis 
Spirit  for  your  sanctifier.  That  it  hii 
been  the  desire  of  your  heart,  and  the  en- 
deavour of  your  life,  to  please  God.  That 
you  have  endeavoured  to  mortify  sin,  thougl 
it  has  been  like  cutting  off  a  right  hand,  or 
plucking  out  a  right  eye.  That  you  have 
loved  holiness,  more  than  all  the  wesltk 
and  pleasure  of  the  world.  That  you  have 
lovea  the  Word  of  God,  and  his  ordinances, 
as  the  means  of  holiness.  And  that  it  htf 
been  your  earnest  desire  to  be  made  more 
holy,  and.  mote  xaftfcX.  fct  the  world  of  hot 
ness  and\ove^ 
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had  livedo  when  you  shall  be  upon  a 
ig  bed. 

.  Live  daily  as  in  heaven  while  you  are 
;arth^  by  faith,  hope>  and  love.     If  you 

as  a  stranger  to  neaven  in  health,  you 

be  a  stranger  to  it  in  sickness:  and 
soul  will  rather  have  terror  than  plea- 
i,  under  a  thought  of  going  to  a  strange 
le,  a  strange  God,  strange  company,  and 
nge  employments.  Kemember  daily 
t  there  is  your  Father,  your  Saviour, 
r  Comforter,  your  home,  your  happiness, 
r  friends,  your  treasure^  your  crown, 
r  glory!  Do  all  that  you  do  in  this 
id  with  heaven  still  in  your  eye.  Hear, 
read,  and  pray,  as  if  heaven  were  open 
ire  you.  Besist  temptations,  and  follow 
r  business  and  your  trade,  as  if  heaven 
still  in  sight,  as  a  traveller  holds  on  his 
ney  in  remembrance  of  the  end.    Medi- 

often  on  the  heavenly  glory;  on  the 
etinty,  the  nearness,  the  greatness  of 
.  glory.  Think  how  many  millions  of 
'  souls  are  there  in  joy,  while  we  are 
)  in  fears  and  cares.  They  have  passed 
Uffh  a  world  of  trials,  and  were  com- 
ed  with  such  infirmities  as  ours,  and 
ed  through  death  as  Vfo  tqxsl%\.  ^o*  ^^  ^ 
ot  an  untrodden  patYv-,  \>>3A.  ^^^  ***l^- 
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lowers  of  them  who  through  faith  and  pa- 
tience inherit  the  promises." 

Think  how  much  better  it  is  with  then 
than  with  us.  How  they  are  freed  from  al 
our  sins  and  sufferings,  doubts  and  fears. 
O  think  what  it  is  for  a  perfected,  holr 
soul,  to  see  the  glorified  Redeemer,  and  jl 
the  holy  company  of  saints  and  angek 
To  see  the  glory  of  God,  and  to  have  the 
knowledge  of  his  glorious  works;  to  fed 
his  love  poured  out  on  us,  and  to  be  swal- 
lowed up  in  love  and  praise.  Think  d 
your  holy  acquaintance  that  are  gone  be- 
fore you ;  and  frequently  take  as  it  WR 
a  walk  in  the  streets  of  the  city  of  Gd. 
Suppose  you  saw  their  glory,  and  heari 
their  concordant  praises  of  their  Creator. 
their  Redeemer,  and  Sanctifier.  Let  suck 
thoughts  as  these  be  your  daily  work  2d 
pleasure,  and  the  conversation  of  yoitf 
minds  with  God  above.  And  because  yo^ 
heart  will  be  backward  you  must  drive  i 
on,  and  preach  as  it  were  to  yourself,  l*^ 
heaven  be  your  subject ;  convince  yotf 
heart  with  evidence ;  uree  it  with  heavcnl? 
motives-,  ^\^.c,Ci\\.  niv\.\v  heavenly  comforts- 
and  wYicxv  \t  '\a  ^^oSl  \.\«:vv  >^\«^  VKNsss^j^tg  bv 
petitioi^  to  GoOl,  ^^^  ^c»si^\^Vs^c^.  ^ssA 
times  s^cak  to  ^oa>x^k2^n^^,  vo^^  ,eKRa&^ 
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reverently  to  God;  and  thus  keep  a  holy 
communion  and  familiarity  above.  This 
mil  make  heaven  desirable  to  you  in  a 
ijing  hour.  If  you  can  but  keep  the  sen- 
sible apprehensions  of  God's  love  continu- 
ally upon  your  hearty  it  will  make  heaven 
desirable  to  you,  and  the  drawing  of  God's 
love  will  overcome  the  fears  of  death. 

Think  much  of  the  infinite  perfection  of 
God:  remember  his  goodness  is  equal  to 
his  greatness;  and  what  that  is,  look  up  to 
the  heavens  and  see.  He  is  called  love 
itself;  and  shall  it  be  hard  for  a  soul  that 
desires  to  please  God,  to  believe  that  love 
itself  loves  him,  and  that  infinite  goodness 
will  be  pleased  with  him  in  Christ  Jesus. 

The  Son  of  God,  incarnate,  in  his  whole 
work  of  redemption,  is  a  wonderful  glass 
to  reveal  the  love  of  God  to  man.  The 
greatest  proof  of  friendship  cannot  more 
convince  us  of  the  love  of  our  friend. 

The  remembering  all  the  great  mercies 
of  your  lives,  to  your  souls  and  bodies,  in 
every  place,  and  state,  and  company,  will 
help  to  convince  you,  that  he  that  hath 
<ione  all  this  for  you,  loveth  you.  And 
you  may  trust  that  God  of  love  at  deatk^ 
who  hath  filled  up  your\We^m>Jft.^XNa\>^?5«.- 
€ts  of  his  love. 
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Make  praise  and  thanks^  ving  a  part  if 
your  devotion  every  day.  If  you  thus  e» 
ploy  your  heart  and  tongue  in  this  exerdv 
of  love  to  God,  it  will  keep  on  your  souli 
sweet  sense  of  his  love  to  you^  and  mib 
both  health  and  sickness  easy. 

To  live  in  the  sense  of  God's  love,  ini 
in  the  exercise  of  it  by  praise^  and  holj 
desires,  and  good  works,  is  the  very  itA 
fruits  and  foretaste  of  heaven  upon  earA: 
and  is  a  &uit  of  believing  more  excellent 
than  faith  itself.  It  comforts  and  dr»«f 
the  soul  by  the  most  powerful  ways ;  cvei 
by  experimental  taste  of  his  love  and  good- 
ness ;  and  he  will  most  easily  believe  thtt 
there  is  a  heaven  for  him,  wno  has  the  be- 
ginning and  foretastes  of  it  already. 


Instructions  to  dying  Christians. 
Now,  my  friends,  let  every  anxiooi 
thought  bo  dismissed ;  and  deliver  up  youi 
souls  with  humble,  but  cheerful  confidence 
into  the  hands  of  your  Father  and  youi 
Redeemer.  Will  you  not  trust  the  Goi 
and  Father  of  your  spirits,  who  is  1ot( 
itself?  WiW  ^o\3l  hqI  Uust  your  Saviaor 
who  hath  Bstvcdi  ^ow  ^^  ^^^  ^v^^^^,^ 
who   has   saved  to  xaaxv^  tss^^^ta  \i<S< 
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rou  ?  Trust  him  with  his  own !  Trust 
him  as  the  mediator  of  the  new  covenant 
sealed  by  his  blood,  by  which  free  forgive- 
ness and  life  is  given  to  all  believers !  Trust 
bim  as  the  King  and  Judge  of  all,  and  as 
the  advocate  of  the  faithful;  as  our  great 
High  Priest,  who  intercedes  for  us,  and 
hiath  taken  possession  of  the  glory,  to  which 
ie  hath  promised  to  bring  us.  Trust  him 
implicitly  with  soul  and  body ;  leave  both 
in  his  faithful  hands;  and  let  his  power, 
wrisdom,  and  love  dispose  of  you  as  he 
pleases.  Indulge  no  anxious  thoughts  of 
the  corruption  of  your  flesh,  or  of  the  un- 
searchable difficulties  of  the  nature  of  spi- 
rits, and  the  things  unseen,  which  over- 
whelm and  bewilder  many.  But  rest  your 
souls  in  the  will  of  God  through  a  Re- 
deemer, in  that  will  which  is  infinitely  good, 
and  the  only  felicity  and  rest  of  souls. 

2.    Renew  your    believing  thoughts  of 
God's  love,  and  of  all  the  mercies  of  your 
life.     Instead  of  sorrowing  that  they  are  at 
an  end,  rejoice  with  thankfulness.     Rejoice 
in  that  mercy  which  opened  your  eyes,  and 
turned  you   from   darkness   to  liAi,  ^aaai^. 
from  the  power  of  Satan  unto  GcA\  ^^f^^^ 
ias  pardoned  and  adopted  ^o\x,  ^a^'V^^"^^^ 
'  far  on  your  way  towaxda  tXv^  ^v^^"^^'^  ' 
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inheritance.  O  triumph  in  that  love  wKd 
has  delivered  you  from  so  many  tempta- 
tions of  Satan,  the  flesh,  and  this  deceitful 
world !  And  shall  a  ^oor  servant  of  btt 
who  has  endeavoured  in  sincerity,  though 
in  sinful  weakness,  to  do  his  will,  and  hv 
a  High  Priest  interceding  for  him  in  hea- 
ven, be  afraid  to  go  to  such  a  God  1 

3.  Now  steep  your  souls  in  the  believaj 
thoughts  of  the  heavenly  glory  to  whid 
you  are  going.  O  now  remember  that  tkf 
time  is  but  short  till  you  shall  sin  no  moie; 
and  fear  no  more,  and  suffer  no  more;  till 
you  shall  know  God  and  his  works,  Boi 
only  as  much  as  you  can  desire,  but  tf 
much  as  your  heart  can  wish,  or  your  ci- 
larged  capacities  can  receive.  Q  what  u 
hour  will  that  be,  when  you  shall  be  uewlj 
entered  into  the  city  of  God,  the  heavenh 
society,  and  sing  your  first  song  of  joyfiJ 
praise  to  God  and  the  Lamb  !  O  what  n 
enemy  is  unbelief,  that  can  make  us  sud 
trembling  without  the  doors,  and  afraid  t( 
enter,  while  millions  of  our  brethren  •» 
rejoicing  within ;  and  where  our  Lord  standi 
ready  to  xetwi^  \s&,  ^xvd  where  angels  aaJ 
all  the  \1eavetiV5  \kO%^» ^"^  Ns^'d^^vs^sB^^^^  witk 

joy  I  


\ 


PllEPAKATION  FOR  DEATH.  531 

Reflections  for  an  aged  Christian* 

hat  abundant  experience  have  I  had 
l^od's  fidelity  and  love !  And  after  all 
shall  I  not  love  him  ?  His  undeserved 
ness  gave  me  being;  it  chose  my 
nts,  gave  them  a  tender  love  for  me, 
desire  of  my  good ;  it  taught  them  to 
uct  me  early  m  his  word;  to  educate 
n  his  fear ;  it  placed  me  in  the  best  of 
s,  and  one  of  the  best  of  ages;  it  de- 
fied all  great  expectations  from  the 
d,  teaching  me  to  Dear  the  yoke  from 
youth;  it  chastened  me  betimes,  but 
aot  destroy  me.  I  have  been  trained 
n  the  school  of  af&iction,  to  keep  my 
gish  soul  awake  in  the  constant  ex- 
ation  of  my  great  chancre ;  to  kill  my 
.e  and  overvaluing  of  this  world;  and 
spur  to  quicken  my  soul  to  diligence, 
hat  a  mercy  hath  a  life  of  gentle  chas- 
nent  proved  to  me!  It  urged  me,, 
inst  all  dull  delays,  to  make  my  call- 
and  election  sure ;  and  to  make  ready  my 
mnts,  as  one  that  must  quickly  give 
n  up  to  God.  It  was  love  and  mercy 
t  made  sacred  truth  so  pleasant  t<^  "ss!^ 
11  its  g-lorious  discoveiie*  %xA  ^x^OcsRs^ 
How  many  comfotlab\e  \vwxx%  V^^^ 
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I  had  in  the  society  of  living  sail 
many  joyful  days  in  the  solemn  as 
where  God  has  been  worshipped 
riousness  by  concordant,  though  i 
saints!  From  how  many  a  dan 
and  pain,  have  I  been  deliverec 
many  weary  days  have  been  s 
with  his  pleasant  work,  and  h< 
painful  nights  have  had  a  coi 
morning  I  Many  a  time  have  I  cri 
Lord  in  my  trouble,  and  he  hath  < 
me  out  of  my  distress. 

These,  and  many  more  than  t 
my  experiences  of  that  wondroi] 
wnich  has  measured  my  pilgrims 
filled  up  my  days.  Never  did  Gt 
his  promises  with  me ;  never  die 
me,  nor  forsake  me,  till  provokec 
wilful  sinning.  How  little  inU 
have  I  had  of  my  peace  and  com 
shall  I  now  distrust  him  at  last  ? 
.not  quietly  trust  that  infinite  wisd( 
and  power,  which  I  have  so  long 
and  found  so  good  ?  To  thee,  O 
to  a  faithful  Creator,  I  commit  my 
know  tXv^A.  xWx  ^x\.  N^kfe  ^githful  C 

that  \o\e  *^^^>  iacfta.V^^^  ^.^ 
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my  spirit.  It  is  thine  own  by  redemption ; 
it  is  thine  own  by  covenant;  it  is  marked 
and  sealed  for  thine  own  by  thy  Spirit; 
and  thou  hast  promised  not  to  lose  it. 
Thou  wast  made  like  thy  brethren,  that 
thou  mightcst  be  "  a  merciful  and  faithful 
High  Priest  in  things  pertaining  to  God," 
to  make  reconciliation  for  our  sins.  By 
thy  blood  we  have  boldness  to  enter  into 
the  holiest;  even  by  the  new  and  living 
consecrated  way.  Cause  me  to  draw  near 
with  a  sincere  heart,  in  full  assurance  of 
faith ;  for  he  is  faithful  who  has  promised 
life  through  thee.  Faithful  and  true  are 
all  thy  promises.  Thou  hast  promised 
rest  to  weary  souls  that  come  unto  thee. 
I  am  weary  of  suffering  and  of  sin ;  weary 
of  my  flesh,  and  weary  of  my  darkness, 
and  dulness,  and  distance ;  and  of  this 
wicked  and  unrighteous  world.  And  whi- 
ther should  I  look  for  rest,  but  to  my 
heavenly  Father,  and  to  thee?  I  am  but 
a  bruised  reed ;  but  thou  wilt  not  break 
me.  I  am  but  a  smoking  flax ;  but  thou 
!wilt  not  quench  what  thy  grace  hath 
kindled.  The  Lord  redeemetXv  \ke  ^<3>a^^  ^'^ 
his  servants,  and  none  of  ^exoi  \XvaX  ^^^ 
in  thee  shall  be  desolate  ;  t^etetoxe  ^^ 
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trust  in  the  mercy  of  God  for  ever.  Th« 
art  my  hope«  O  Lord  God  I  thou  art  m; 
trust  from  mv  youth;  my  praise  shall  be 
continually  of  thee.  O  God  !  forsake  Tne  = 
not !  "  I  had  fainted  unless  I  had  believed, 
to  see  the  goodness  of  the  Lord  in  theltsd 
of  the  livmg."  The  sun  may  cease  to 
shine  on  man>  and  the  earth  to  bear  us; 
but  God  will  never  cease  to  live,  nor  to  be 
faithfal  to  his  promises.  Blessed  be  the 
Lord,  who  hath  commanded  me  so  safe  vA 
quieting  a  duty, — to  trust  him,  and  castaD 
my  care  on  one  who  has  promised  to  eve 
for  me. 

HYMN. 

My  God,  my  everlasting  hope, 

I  live  upon  thy  truth : 
Thy  hands  have  neld  my  childhood  up, 

And  strengthened  all  my  youth. 

Still  has  my  life  new  wonders  seen 

Repeated  every  year, 
Behold !  my  days  that  yet  remain, 

I  trust  them  to  thy  care. 

Cast  me  Tvo\.  o«  ^\\ftu  strength  declines, 

VrViea  \vow^  \^\t^  waft\ 
kvA  TOUXi^  me  V\.  ^l  ^g^^i  ^s&efc^ 
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Then' In  the  biitory  of  my  age, 

Whm  men  review  my  days, 
They'll  read  thy  love  in  every  page ; 

In  every  line  thy  praise. 


i  Thanksgivirtg  Prayer  for  an  aged  or 
dying  Christian, 

Wa^a,  dear  Lord,  I  am  ashamed  that  to 
3  and  praise  thee  should  be  a  work  of 
iculty  1  What  should  I  love,  if  not  good- 
s  and  love  itself?  That  merciful  Father 
)  made  me>  that  I  might  love  him ;  who 
eemed  me,  that  by  love  he  might  win 
love ;  and  sanctified  me  to  dispose  my 
I  to  love  him  ?    What  shall  I  praise,  xf 

infinite  perfection  ?  the  glory  of  whose 
For,  wisdom,  and  goodness,  shines  forth 
;he  whole  creation !  Heaven  and  earth 
.ise  thee  !  And  am  I  no  part  of  heaven 
earth?     The  whole  creation  proclaims 

glory  ?  And  am  I  not  a  part  of  thy 
Eiuon?  Thy  very  enemies,  when  re- 
smed,  reconciled   and   forgiven,  praise 

love  and  grace  of  their  Bedeemer! 
d  am  I  not  one  of  these  ?    Thy  «^^\ssAs^ 
love  thee;  for  love  is  t\ie  e^'aexxR.^  ^'^  "^ 
t:  they  praise  thee  -,  fox  t\visS&\Iw^^^^^ 
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of  saints.  And  am  I  not  one  of  these?  I 
am  less  than  the  least  of  all  thy  mercies; 
but  it  is  not  the  least  of  thy  mercies  whWi 
I  have  received.  And  if  a  life  fall  of  mer- 
cies has  not  brought  forth  a  life  full  of  love 
and  praise,  let  it  end  in  a  loving  and  prais- 
ing death. 


A  Prayer  against  Unbelief. 

O  Thou  that  knowest  how  deadly  ao 
enemy  unbelief  is  to  thy  honour  and  ny 
soul,  send  I  beseech  thee  that  heaveolf 
light  to  my  mind  which  may  banish  and 
confound  it.  Let  it  not  blaspheme  thr 
truth,  and  imprison,  and  blind,  and  tormeii 
my  soul.  O  Thou  that  givest  the  w(h4 
the  Saviour,  the  heaven  which  I  must  be- 
lieve, deny  me  not  that  faith  by  which  1 
must  believe  them.  It  must  be  thy  glory 
whose  reflections  must  reveal  thy  glory  to 
us;  and  a  light  from  heaven  tnat  most 
shew  us  heaven.  O  send  one  beam,  one 
beam,  LkOiA.,  oi  ^"aX  V^-s^-s^xjA^  light  into 
this  darV  »m^\xV  ^wii\  ^%.V-«v^\\k^, 
I  may  see  Viv  m^  ^^^^^^^^^^g^w^^^ 
blessk  I^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^  ^^^    ^^^^ 
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Simeon  may  gladly  say,  "Lord,  now  let 
thy  servant  depart  in  peace,  for  mine  eyes 
have  seen  thy  salvation!"  One  beam  of 
thine  wiU  drive  away  the  powers  of  dark- 
Bess,  and  banish  all  these  doubts  and  fears, 
^.  and  let  in  some  of  heaven  into  my  soul,  be- 
^  fore  it  is  admitted  into  heaven  !  O  thou 
blessed  Spirit,  the  illuminator  of  dark  im- 
prisoned souls,  remember  not  all  my  resist- 
ances of  thy  grace,  and  leave  me  not  to  the 
power  of  darkness  and  unbelief! 

O  Thou  that  art  the  Spirit  of  life,  so 

quicken  and   actuate   this   sluggish  soul, 

'    that  the  last  part  of  my  race  may  be  run 

'    with  vigour,  and  the  last  act  of  my  life  may 

If    "be  done  in  evidence  of  the  heavenly  influ- 

*  ence,  and  may  be  more  like  the  heavenly 

*  employment,  than  all  the  rest  has  been! 
'  Now  kindle  that  fire  of  heavenly  love  in 
'  me ;  and  give  me  some  taste  of  the  celestial 
?  joys,  which  may  feelingly  tell  me  *  that 
'  there  is  a  heaven  indeed;  and  may  be  the 
'  witness  within,  and  the  pledge  and  earnest 
^    that  I  shall  live   with  Christ.     My  flesh 

and  my  heart  now  fail  me;  the  world 
^  and  all  therein  is  nothing  to  me;  I  am 
takiiig  my  everlasting  farewell  of  them 
all.  But  one  beam  of  his  face,  and  one 
taste  of  his  love,  who  is  my  ^^tkrcL  %s^ 
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over,  will  be  gtrength  and  joy  to  mjit 
parting  80ul^  and  better  than  this  life  and 
all  its  pleasures.  Come,  Lord,  with  all 
these  seasonable  comforts  into  my  tool 
that  my  soul  may  comfortably  come  t» 
thee !  My  life  had  been  but  death,  and 
darkness,  and  disaffection  to  God,  if  thou 
hadst  not  been  in  me  a  spirit  of  life,  and 
light,  and  love.  The  tempter  would  haw 
been  too  strong  for  me.  And  how  thea 
shall  I  deal  with  him  myself,  when  the 
lanffuishings  of  my  body  shall  disable  my 
soul!  Thou  despisest  not  art  and  reaaoB. 
I  thank  thee  for  the  use  I  have  hadof  thea 
in  their  season.  But  one  beam  of  thy  light 
one  spark  of  thy  love,  one  motion  of  thy 
heavenly  life,  will  better  confute  the  enemy 
of  faith  than  my  disputes  can  do.  Teai 
me  effectually  to  love  and  praise  thee;  and 
it  shall  powerfully  prove  to  me  that  there 
is  a  heaven  where  I  shall  joyfully  love  and 
praise  thee  fox  ever. 


The  PraijcT  oj*  a  C^t\st\au  r^ear  Death. 

O  thou  SoNcxev^  o1  l^«i  ^wi.V^«,ss^4.  \ 
EartU  and  -Re^Nsso-V    '^Vj  '«»x'«l^-^\«ss^ 


\ 
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)  into  the  worldi  kept  me  from  a  thousand 
ngers,  and  gave  me  innumerable  bless- 
fs  of  life  and  godliness.  Thy  mercy 
evinced  and  converted  rae,  renewed  and 
ictified  my  heart,  and  formed  Christ  in 
).  O  amazing  mercy,  that  I  am  not 
ing  in  an  impenitent  and  Christless 
tte  !  I  thank  thee  for  the  means  of  grace, 
d  the  hopes  of  glory.  I  thank  thee  for 
B  fruits  of  Canaan  through  the  wilder*- 
ss,  and  now  on  the  brink  of  Jordan.  I 
ank  thee  for  the  cordials  of  thy  great  and 
ecious  promises,  and  that  they  are  now 
precious  as  ever.  I  covenanted  with  thee 
r  eternal  life,  as  the  gift  of  thy  free  grace, 
rough  Jesus  Christ  my  Lord.  In  his 
me  I  humbly  claim  it.  To  thine  hand  I 
mmit  this  departing  spirit.  I  am  thine ; 
ve  me.  I  have  fled  to  the  cross  of  thy 
»n.  I'  have  renounced  all  dependance  on 
y  worthiness  of  my  own.  I  come  to  thee 
a  sinner,  believing  in  Christ  for  pardon 
d  salvation.  Let  me  have  my  lot  among 
e  followers  of  Jesus.  I  know  in  whom 
have  believed.  I  rqoice  that  I  am  in 
e  hands  of  the  good  Shepherd.  I  thank 
ee  that,  after  this  long  afesence,  thow.  ^sX. 
Uing  me  home — to  my  tflowsvi**  ^\«c«!^ 
ne.      But  forsake  not  ^e  ^cs^^  ^  ^ 
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leaving,  nor  thy  cliiiTch  from  whicli  I  a 
removing.  Having  bought  it  with  an  it 
estimable  price;  still  guard  it,  purify  it, 
and  unite  it  more  and  more,  till  all  ^ 
shaU  see  thy  salvation.  I^t  my  few  re- 
maining moments  on  earth  be  spent  for  thy 
riory.  Whatever  this  flesh  may  sufef, 
let  my  soul  be  rising  to  the  general  » 
sembly  and  church  of  the  first-born,  to  tke 
innumerable  company  of  angels,  and  to  tbe 
spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect.  Let  fei4 
be  strone  in  the  last  hour.  L^t  me  aKflnl 
in  the  chariot  of  love  and  praise,  and  fa 
ever  sing  the  Song  of  Moses  and  the  Lamb! 
Even  so,  come  Lord  Jesus;  come  surelr; 
come  quickly !    Amen. 


Prayer  for  a  dying  Christian. 

Thy  mercy  brought  me  into  the  world. 
Ihv  mercy  chose  my  parentage,  education 
and  habitation;  it  trained  me  up  it  kept 
me  from  a  thousand  dangers  •  it  attem- 
pered my  body  and  furnished  my  mmd;  it 
gave  mei  \xi^^iie,\^,\ywiV&^  ixad  helps  •  v^ 
it  gave  me  ^.  ^^^^^^sva^,  s>c,^  ^'^^s^i.^i 
life,  and  tVe  ^^ot^l  oS.  ^^aW^^^^x^v  \^  ,^^^^^ 
the  iuft^exLce^  oi  vk^  ^^xx\.^>«\3c^,^\ssq^A 
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and  turned  my  sinful  heart;    all  my  re- 

■SB  penting  and  resolving   thoughts;   all  the 

■■  forgiveness  of  my  manifold  sins;   all  the 

.  ^  sweet  meditations  of  thy  love^  and  the  ex- 

B.  I  perience  of  thy  good  and  pleasant  service ! 

mr'  The  comfortable  hours  which  I  have  had 

sm  in  secret  thoughts^  in  public  worship^  on 

an-  thy  holy  days,  at  thy  holy  table,  among  thy 

CK  people ;  all  these  have  been  the  dealings  of 

eac  thy  love !    All  my  deliverances  from  tempt- 

iK   ation  and  sin  ;   from  death  and  danger ; 

1/  all  my  recoveries   from  my  too  frequent 

we-   falls,  and  pardon  of  my  daily  sins;  all  the 

CL  t   use  it  hath  pleased  thee  to  make  of  me  an 

IP  I   unworthy  sinner  for  the  good  of  any,  for 

t  $    soul  or  Dody ;  all  these  are  the  pledges  of 

thy  wondrous  love !     And  shall  1  be  afraid 

to  come  to  such  a  God !    Hath  mercy  filled 

up  all  my  life,  and  brought  me  now  so  near 

to  my  end  ?  and  shall  I  not  trust  it  after  so 

mucn  trial  ?    It  is  heaven  that  thou  madest 

hi'    me  for;  and  heaven  that  Christ  did  pur- 

fik    chase  for  me.    It  is  heaven  thou  promisedst 

|,f    if  I  would  be  thine ;  and  it  is  heaven  that  I 

iJ    consented  to  take  for  my  portion,  and  for 

r#    which  I  did  engage  to  forsake  l\\fc^^^tS^. 

1^    And  O  that*  J  had  mote  eivtvc^^  ^^^re^a "^i 

m^  for  I  now  &nd  how  little  ueaaoxL  vVa-^^ 

/  repent  of  my  covenmiW    llisVe^^^^^ 


r 
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thy  Spirit  of  grace  and  mercifiil  pion- 
dences  have  all  this  while  been  preparinE 
me  for;  and  shall  I  now  be  fearful  and 
unwilling  to  possess  it?  O  my  God,  do 
not  these  foretastes  of  love  assure  me  thtt 
I  shall  be  happy  in  thy  love  for  ever  I  Mj 
hope  in  thy  goodness^  thy  Son,  and  thy  co- 
venant, will  never  be  disappointed.  Thou 
hast  guided  me  by  thy  counsel,  and  thou 
wilt  bring  me  to  thy  glory.     Amen. 


An  Address  to  a  dying  Christian. 

Dear  Friend, 

Though  nature  teaches  us  to  mourn  witb 
you  under  your  present  sufieringps ;  yei 
faith  permits  us  to  rejoice  with  you  in  hop 
of  vour  endless  joys,  which  seem  to  be  ne« 
at  hand.  We  must  rejoice  with  you  as  the 
friends  that  love  you;  and  therefore,  an 
partakers  of  your  welfare.  And  we  masi 
reioice  with  you  as  fellow-travellers  anc 
fellow-soldiers,  that  are  going  along  witl 

J^ou  to  the  same  felicity :  and  if  we  an 
eft  behind,  fot  «i.  \\^Ub  while,  yet  we  hop 
ere  long  to  ovexV^^L^  ^ws^*  «xv^  ^^^vst  ^s^  w 
separated  ftom^ou^xvw^-  '^V^Ss.'^sbs.^ 
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for  which  Christ  has  been  so  long  prepar- 
ing ^ou ;  this  is  the  day  which  you  tnought 
on  m  all  your  prayers^  and  labours,  and 
sufiferings;  your  self-denial  and  mortifica- 
tion. Now  you  are  going  to  see  the  things 
-which  you  have  believed,  and  to  possess  the 
things  which  you  have  sought  and  hoped 
for.  Oh  now,  what  a  mercy  is  it  to  have  a 
Christ!  that  you  are  not  to  encounter  an 
tmconquered  death,  nor  to  go  to  God  with- 
out a  Mediator  :  but  that  Death  is  by 
Christ  disarmed  of  his  sting ;  and  that  you 
may  boldly  resign  your  soul  into  the  hands 
of  your  Redeemer,  and  commend  it  to  him 
as  a  member  of  himself !  Now  you  may 
better  perceive  than  ever  you  have  done, 
what  God  did  for  you  when  he  opened  your 
eyes,  and  humbled,  and  changed,  ana  re- 
newed your  sinful  heart ;  when  he  forgave 
all  your  sins,  and  lustified  you  by  his  grace, 
adopted  you  for  his  child  and  an  heir  of 
life,  and  sealed  you  with  his  Spirit,  and 
separated  you  to  nimself ;  and  how  great  a 
mercy  it  is  to  be  a  penitent  believer.  How 
sad  would  your  case  now  be,  if  you  were 
yet  in  your  sins ;  if  your  heart  was  now  to 
be  softened,  humbled,  and  converted;  and 
all  your  preparation  foi  \vevie^  WV^^  -«sa^'^ 
and  all  this  with  a  pavuedL  >a<^^^  ^xs^.^^^^- 
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tracted  mind;  and  in  so  short  a  time;  ^ 
God,  and  eternity,  and  death  before  yotl 
If  you  had  all  your  past  life  to  look  back 
upon  as  consumed  in  sin !  But  what  ti 
unspeakable  mercy  is  it,  that  you  have  beei 
reconciled  to  that  God  to  whom  you  aie  -. 

foing :  and  that  the  sins  which  would  now ' 
ave  been  your  horror,  are  all  forgiven 
through  the  blood  of  Christ !  That  you  can 
look  back  upon  your  time,  since  the  day  of 
your  conversion,  as  spent  in  faithful  devoted- 
ness  to  God ;  in  a  believing  preparation  fo 
an  endless  life ;  and  in  godly  sincerity, 
notwithstanding  many  sinful  imperfections. 
And  though  you  have  nothing  of  your  o^ 
to  justify  you  at  the  bar  of  God;  and  need 
a  Saviour  and  pardon  even  for  your  best 
duties ;  yet  you  must  with  thankfulness  re- 
member the  grace  which  has  begun  eternal 
life  within  you,  and  prepared  you  for  it. 

You  have  had  something  to  humble  yon, 
and  to  shew  you  that  you  were  a  child  <rf 
Adam ;  and  you  have  had  something  fix 
grace  to  contend  with,  and  to  conquer,  and 
for  Christ  to  pardon.  Bless  him  through 
whom  you  have  had  the  victory ;  and  ere 
long  you  a\v«iX\.  ^\tl%  the  song  of  the  Lamb 
with  slTOTvgex  \oNe,  ^\A  tv^«s^  ^^^E^^sc^Tsce  ^ 
of  his  grace.    O  \i)a»X  ^  Vi "^"^^  ^»  ^aNaW 
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Sarting  gouls  that  we  have  our  Head  and 
aviour  already  in  possession  of  the  king- 
dom which  we  are  passing  to !  What  a 
support  and  joy  is  it  to  receive  this  mes- 
sage from  our  ascending  Lord^  '^  Say  to  my 
brethren,  I  ascend  to  my  Father,  and  your 
JFather;  to  my  God  and  your  God !"  What 
a  joy  is  it  to  read  his  promise :  "  If  any 
man  serve  me,  let  him  follow  me  ;  and 
^here  I  am  there  shall  also  my  servant  be.'* 
You  have  served  him,  and  are  following 
bim,  and  are  going  to  be  with  him  where 
be  is. 


Consolations  addressed  to  a  dying  Christian. 

My  friend,  you  seem  now  to  be  almost 
at  your  journey's  end :  but  how  many  sad 
stei)s  have  those  to  go,  whom  you  leave 
behind  in  this  sinful  world!     You  have 
fought  a  good  fight,  and  kept  the  faith; 
and  shall  never  be  troubled  with  any  enemy^ 
or  temptation,  when  this  contest  is  over. 
I  You  shall  never  be  so  much  as  tempted  to 
I  unbelief,  or  pride,  or  worldly  mindedrLe».%^ 
i  or  fleshly  lusts,  or  to  any  defe^XaVc^^^^^^^*; 
^  vice  of  your  JLord.    But  \vav  mMv^  ^^^ 
»ti(m9  do  vovL  leave  iia  encoTSV^i^^'^®^^'^ 


oveTcotiie  •  receive '.     * "         ^joased  »1  \    *": 

«outids«'5t!Jt  and  leave  u8^«xj^^i    ^ 


less  custotnaty        J      ^i,eti  you  s         ^,  ^ 

God  as  tanci       ■»  ^^ch  as.J,       delivete* 
and  ^-.^^^lite  yo-  jjf  ."Sld.     Hj 


^v  trtndetstatvd  the  ^^^^^^v^^ft^the  of 
shall  «»*«  cxei»XNf^\X^^^V^.^^'^ 
and  teasotvox^^^  ^^^^.^.^v 
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I  angels  desire  to  look  into,  will  be 
unfolded  to  you.  What  welcome  will 
blessed  angels  give  you,  that  here 
ined  not  to  minister  to  you,  and  bear 
up  in  all  your  ways,  and  interested 
selves  in  your  concerns ;  rejoicing  be- 
God  at  your  conversion!  How  glad 
will  they  bie  at  your  safe  arrival  at  the 
ised  harbour  of  felicity  with  them- 
s !  What  joy  will  you  be  entertained 
welcomed  into !  to  the  acquaintance 
ose  blessed  spirits,  and  of  all  the  holy 
;s  that  are  delivered  from  this  flesh  and 
I ;  and  to  see  their  order,  be  numbered 
their  society,  and  to  be  employed  in 
joyful  wort!  O  how  much  better 
any  is  there  than  the  best  below  ! 
e  IS  no  ignorance;  and,  therefore  no 
;  no  want  of  love,  and  no  contention; 
.rrow  private  interest  to  contend  for; 
ill  made  happy  in  perfect  love:  no 
mockings  or  imprisonments;  none  des- 
;,  afflicted,  or  tormented;  no  more 
rings  for  the  sake  of  righteousness; 
laving  suffered  with  Christ,  they  are 
reignmg  with  him.  No  wars  or  ru- 
s  of  wars ;  because  no  lust  to  w«x  \!a. 
members.  There  we  ^-a!^  V-a^^  "^a^ 
'ng  friend  to  moum  foT  \  ^Q>3.x  ^v^^ 
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tcous  soul  will  no  longer  be  grieved^      gt 
the  wicked;  the  whole  society  will  shine*      t1 
light,  and  flame  in  love ;  and  none  throng      ^ 
weakness  or  corruption  will   be  a  doy  0      1 
hindrance  to  another.     Above  all  this,  }<a  ;    < 
shall  behold  the  person  of  your  gloriM 
Bedeemer!  the  wonderful  condescension  oi 
his  incarnation,  and  the  mystery  of  his  di- 
vine nature  wiU  there  be  better  understood. 
You  shall  see  the  blessed  God  himself;  in 
that  place  which  he  hath  prepared  to  rcveil 
his  glory  in.     You  shall  see   him,  whose 
sight  will  perfect  your  understandings;  and 
love  him,  and  feel  the  fulness  of  hi3  lore. 
O  what  a  change  will  it  be  to  a  humlile 
fearful  soul,  to  find  itself  in  a  moment  dis- 
lodged from  a  sinful  painful   flesh;  tsd 
entered  into  a  world  of  light  and  life,  and 
holy  love !     Alas !   that   our    present  ig- 
norance and  fear  should  make  us  draw  baa 
from  such  a  change !     That  while  all  th 
brethren  that  died  in  faith,  are  triumphini 
in  those  joys  with   Christ,  our   trembling 
souls  should  be  too  loth  to  leave  this  fleshi 
and  to  be  called  to  the  same  felicity !    0 
what  an  enemy  is  the  remnant  of  unbelief 
to  OUT  so\i\s,  \JwaX.  \\.  <iA.w  hide  such  indc- 
scriba\>\e  ^ot>j  Stom  wi.^  ^>^^^  ^^^^^b^^ 
should  no  mox^  SLesvx^  \\..\svx\.  ^^^-«^&ssa^ 


PREPARATION  FOR  DEATH. 


^*iltay  SO  long  from  God !    How  wonde 
'^jthat  love  and  mercy^  that  brings  such 
gWatd  souls  to  happiness;  ana  draws 
^jblessedncss^  whether  we  will  or  not ! 
jon  then,  dear  friend,  and  faint  not  i 
last.     Fear  not  to  encounter  the  Ki 
.Terrors  !     It  is  the  last  enemy,  and 
.conquered  enemy. 


^An  Address  to  the  Sick,  when  unpn 
•B^  for  Death, 

My  Dear  Friend, 

/j  It  has  pleased  God,  in  whose  hatti 
breath  is,  and  whose  are  all  our  wa 
.lay  his  afflicting  hand  upon  vou.  I 
done  much  to  convince  you  of  his  Ion 
has  nourished  and  brought  you  up 
'child;  crowned  you  witn  loving-kii 
2»ttd  tender  mercies;  and  invited  3 
^.  partake  of  all  the  blessings  of  the  i 
Salvation.  But  hitherto  all  has  be 
vain ;  his  terrors  have  not  alarmed  y 
—  ^Bttercies  have  not  melted  you  ;  bi 
^jl^^  love  still  follows  you  :  and  rather  thi 
;^[^^  should  perish,  he  is  laying  his  corr 
J  hand  upon  you.     You  have  oftexL  ^^^ 


J 


love  of  a  father  in  the  clvaa\\ae\xieTiJ 
child;  and  will  you  not  \3e\\e^^  ^^ 


I V 


\ 


,1: 


1    If 

i    i 

f    v? 


1 
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of  a  Redeemer!  O  that  my 
waters,  and  my  eyes  a  fountain 
I  might  weep  day  and  night  I 
upon  me*  O  God !  Turn  me, 
be  turned !  I  have  undone  m-" 
thee  do  I  look  for  help  !  Liorcf 
I  perish !  I  have  heard  that 
Israel  is  a  merciful  Kin^,  an 
hast  declared  thyself  the  Lord 

;|  ful  and  gracious!     I  have  he; 

'■1.:  cious  invitations  to  the  weary 

]'  laden ;  and  I  come  to  lay  hold 

i  and  mercy !    Take  away  this  he 

and  give  me  a  heart  of  flesh 
melt  at  thy  love,  to  mourn  for  i 
against  thee :  a  heart  to  love  1 
to  hunger  and  thirst  after  rig 
O  my  God,  it  is  a  great  worl 
this  sinful  heart,  and  to  create 
Christ  Jesus ;  to  crucify  the  o 
to  put  on  the  new:  and  I  ma 
little  time  for  this  great  work, 
many  doubts  must  I  have  of  i 
cerity  !  But,  O  my  God,  the  v 
own !  Thy  Spirit  can  sanctif 
rupt  affections,  and  the  blood  o 
can  cleanse  me  fewsv  ^\L^m  I 
the  foot  ot  l\ve  ^xq»^,  ^^^*^  "V 
periBh  there .  _ 
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m 


B^ 


i  

■j        Holy,  Holy,  Holy,  Lotd  God  Almighty, 

*  who  art, f and  wast,  and  art  to  come:  who 
iJ  is  God  like  unto  thee,  glorious  in  holiness, 

*  fburfdl  in  praises,  doing  wonders!  Thou 
^  art  blessed  in  thyself,  and  the  gracious 
^  Author  of  all  our  blessings,  the  omy  sove- 
^  reign  Lord,  who  canst  do  wnat  thou  pleasest 
^  in  neayen  and  in  earth.  Thou  alone  hast 
W  everlasting  life  in  thyself,  and  thou  only 
■'I  6ftnst  bestow  it  upon  others. 
■J  O  Lord !  thou  hast  purchased  to  thyself 
•;  an  universal  church,  by  the  precious  blood 
^  of  thy  dear  Son,  and  hast  commanded  that 
^  intercession  be  made  for  all  men  by  thy 
^'  chosen  people.  We  now  more  especially 
**  draw  near  unto  thee,  to  entreat  thy  bless- 
^  ing  upon  the  nations  that  sit  in  darkness 
■I  and  the  shadow  of  death.  May  mission- 
■*  aries  and  ministers  be  abundantly  raised 
"*  up  and  sent  forth  among  them,  and  may 

*  these  thy  servants  be  enabled  in  the  power 

*  of  thy  Spirit,  to  proclaim  in  every  land 
the  good  tidings  of  everlasting  salvatiou 
through  a  crucified  "Rede^TCL^t.   ^^^^k?*^ 
thee,  O  God !  and  we  woa3\^  vXv^"^  *^  "^^ 
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of  a  Redeemer!  O  that  my  head 
waters,  and  my  eyeg  a  fountain  of  tean^ 
I  might  weep  day  and  night !  Have  n 
upon  me»  O  God !  Turn  me,  and  I 
be  turned !  I  have  undone  mvBelf ;  b 
thee  do  I  look  for  help  !  LionI,  save  n 
I  perish !  I  have  heard  that  the  Eii 
Israel  is  a  merciful  Kinfp,  and  that 
hast  declared  thyself  the  Lord  God,  m 
All  and  j^acious !  I  have  heard  thy 
cious  invitations  to  the  weary  and  m 
laden ;  and  I  come  to  lay  hold  of  thy  t 
and  mercy !  Take  away  this  heart  of  • 
and  give  me  a  heart  of  flesh :  a  heii 
melt  at  thy  love,  to  mourn  for  my  reh« 
against  thee :  a  heart  to  love  holineM^ 
to  hunger  and  thirst  after  righteous 
O  my  God,  it  is  a  great  work  to  dk 
this  sinful  heart,  and  to  create  it  anfl 
Christ  Jesus;  to  crucify  the  old  man, 
to  put  on  the  new:  and  I  naay  have 
little  time  for  this  great  work.  But  0 
many  doubts  must  I  have  of  mv  own 
ceritv  !  But,  O  my  God,  the  woVk  is  i 
.  J^Y  Spint  can  sanctify  these 
rupt  %ffiecltvGm,^\A.>35«,\^\Q^^  ^^  snrink 
can  c\^«n»^  xaa  tes«SL  '^^S^^x^x  Y^^la 
the  foot  oi  VXv^  w»^,^xiV^  \  ^^xN!i^ 
perish,  ikiete^.  _^ 
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Holy>  Holy,  Holy,  Lotd  God  Almighty, 

who  arifand  wast,  and  art  to  come:  who 

is  God  like  unto  thee,  glorious  in  holiness, 

fenrfdl  in  praises,  doing  wonders!     Thou 

'     art  blessed  in  thyself,  and  the  gracious 

^    Authot  of  all  our  blessings,  the  omy  sove- 

!    reign  Lord,  who  canst  do  wnat  thou  pleasest 

J    in  heaven  and  in  earth.    Thou  alone  hast 

J    everlasting  life  in  thyself,  and  thou  only 

I    eftnst  bestow  it  upon  others. 

■        O  Lord !  thou  hast  purchased  to  thyself 

*    an  universal  church,  by  the  precious  blood 

^    of  thy  dear  Son,  and  hast  commanded  that 

^    intercession  be  made  for  all  men  by  thy 

*'    chosen  people.     We  now  more  especially 

I'    draw  near  unto  thee,  to  entreat  thV  bless- 

^    ing  upon  the  nations  that  sit  in  darkness 

'    and  the  shadow  of  death.     May  mission- 

^    aries  and  ministers  be  abundantly  raised 

!    up  and  sent  forth  among  them,  and  may 

^    these  thy  servants  be  enabled  in  the  power 

of  thy  Spirit,  to  proclaim  in  every  land 

the  good  tidings  of  everlasting  salvatiou 

through  a  crucified  "Rede^TCi^T.   ^  ^  ^^k?*^ 

thee,  O  God !  and  we  woa3\^  vXn»-^  *^  "^ 
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earth  should  worship  before  thee  in  smit 
and  in  truth.  Where  darkness  and  aeh- 
sion  prevail,  and  every  evil  work  abound^  | 
may  sprace  much  more  abound,  through  the 
preaching  of  the  glorious  gospel  of  recon- 
ciliation and  peace.  But  how,  O  Lord* 
shall  th^  hear  without  a  teacher,  and  who 
but  the  Liord  of  the  harvest  shall  send  finrth 
labourers  into  the  field?  Influence  ow 
cold  hearts,  thou  Grod  of  love !  and  awaken 
in  us  a  deeper  concern  for  the  souls  of  men. 
Call  forth  by  thy  Spirit  the  energies  of  a 
divine  philanthropy,  and  let  its  workings 
be  ffui(fed  by  thy  redeeming  grace.  Pour 
forth  a  spirit  of  love,  of  power,  and  of  » 
sound  mind,  and  grant  that  uni^  and  bro- 
therly love  may  confirm  and  strengthen 
that  which  is  weak  among  ourselves. 

Look  on  those  who  arc  abeady  gone  forth 
not  counting  their  lives  dear  to  them  in  this 
glorious  cause.  Support  them  under  aU 
sufferings  and  discouragements,  whether  of 
mind,  body,  or  estate ;  and  finally  give  them 
to  see  the  triumphs  of  thy  word  in  pulling 
down  the  strong  holds  of  iniquity,  and  turn- 
ing many  to  ttie  wisdom  of  the  just.  0 ! 
that  tbatjuslOTva-^wsid  tend  the  heavens 
and  come  dow^*  ^xA  ^"aXs^^c^s^  \s5fl^  ^^ss^sy^ 
upon  tli^   e«tlV\    ^^  ^^^^  ^^^  "^^^^ 
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!hrist>  as  those  who  watch  for  the  mom- 
ig ;  hasten  the  great  day  of  the  restitution 
f  all  things^  and  let  the  year  of  thy  re- 
eemed  come — the  year  of  recompense  for 
le  controversies  of  Zion.  We  bless  thee 
lat  thine  arm  hath  not  been  shortened  that 
;  should  not  save ;  but  that  our  eyes  have 
3en  the  assemblies  of  thy  people  gathered 
jgether  as  in  a  holy  convocation  to  proclaim 
ly  glory.  Awake  !  Awake !  put  on  thy 
trength,  O  arm  of  the  Lord :  awake,  as  in 
le  ancient  days,  as  in  the  generations  of 
Id,  and  make  the  depths  of  the  sea  a  way 
)r  the  ransomed  of  the  Lord  to  pass  over, 
le  thou  their  confidence  who  are  afar  off,  and 
it  the  blessing  of  Him  who  was  separated 
•om  his  brethren  be  upon  them  even  to 
le  utmost  bounds  of  the  everlasting  hills. 
lOok  on  the  churches  of  Asia,  where  were 
le  golden  candlesticks,  and  restore  unto 
lem  their  privileges  as  at  the  first,  and 
im  again  their  captivity  as  the  streams  of 
le  south. 

Destroy  the  power  of  her  whose  hire  is 
le  souls  of  men,  and  let  those  who  are 
nder  strong*  delusions  to  believe  a  lie,  be 
3leased  by  the  Spirit  of  truth  from  the 
ondage  of  corruption. 
Bevisit  every  branc\i  oi  V)k^  nydl^*^"^-*^ 
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and  plant  it  anew  by  thy  right  hand;  anJ 
where  some  good  seed  is  found  in  it,  let  it 
be  restored  before  thee,  and  say  thou, 
"  Spare,  for  a  blessing  is  in  it."  Bring 
back  thhie  ancient  people  the  Jews :  con- 
vince them  that  Shiloh  is  come,  and  let 
them  answer  the  messengers  of  the  nations, 
that  the  Lord  hath  founded  Zion,  and  that 
the  poor  of  her  people  do  trust  in  a  cruci- 
fied Messiah.  And  wherever,  O  God,  thon 
hast  begun  to  shew  thy  servants  thy  great* 
ness  and  thy  mighty  hand,  go  on,  we  he- 
seech  thee,  to  work  for  thine  own  glory,  and 
to  perfect  that  which  concemetli  it. 

Look  upon  us  in  mercy,  and  hear  our 
prayer :  hear  us,  good  Lord,  for  thine  own 
name's  sake,  even  for  the  sake  of  that  great 
name  whereby  thou  delightest  to  be  called 
— The  Lord  God,  long-suffering  and  gra- 
cious, full  of  goodness  and  truth.  Open 
unto  each  of  us  the  treasures  of  thy  word. 
Fulfil  unto  us  thy  glorious  promises,  and 
make  us  so  firmly  thine  in  Christ  Jesus, 
that  we  may  ever  have  our  portion  among 
thy  people  upon  earth,  and  finally  receive 
from  thee  the  end  of  our  faiths  even  the 
salvation  oi  o\xx  ^wi^a. 
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HYMN. 

Jesus  shall  reign  where'er  the  sun 
Does  his  successive  journeys  run : 
His  kingdom  stretch  from  shore  to  shore, 
Till  moons  shall  wax  and  wane  no  more. 

To  him  shall  endless  prayer  be  made, 
And  princes  throng  to  crown  his  head : 
His  name,  like  sweet  perfume,  shall  rise 
With  ev'ry  morning  sacrifice. 

People  and  realms  of  evVy  tongue 
Dwell  on  his  love  with  sweetest  song ; 
And  infant  voices  shall  proclaim 
Their  early  blessings  on  his  name. 

Blessings  abound  where'er  he  reigns ; 
The  prisoner  leaps  to  lose  his  chains : 
The  weary  find  eternal  rest, 
And  all  the  sons  of  want  are  blest. 

Where  he  displays  his  healing  powV, 
Death  and  the  curse  are  known  no  more : 
In  him  the  tribes  of  Adam  boast 
More  blessings  than  their  father  lost. 

Let  ev'ry  creature  rise,  and  bring 
Peculiar  honours  to  our  King : 
Angels  descend  with  songs  again, 
And  6arth  repeat  the  loud  Amen! 
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WHICH   MAY   BE   ADDED   TO    ANY   OF  THE 
DAILY   PRAYERS. 


When  any  Member  of  the  Family  t>  sick 

Hear  us,  almighty  and  most  mercifol 
God  and  Saviour:  extend  thy  accustomed 
goodness  to  thy  servant  who  is  sieved  witk 
sickness.  Sanctify,  we  beseech  thee,  thy 
fatherly  correction  to  him ;  that  the  sense 
of  his  weakness  may  add  strength  to  *w 
faith,  and  seriousness  to  his  repentance: 
That,  if  it  shall  be  thy  good  pleasure  to 
restore  him  to  his  former  health^  he  maj 
lead  the  residue  of  his  life  in  thy  fear,  and 
to  thy  glory :  or  else,  give  him  grace  so  to 
take  thy  visitation,  that,  after  this  painful 
life  ended,  he  may  dwell  with  thee  in  life 
everlasting,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 
Amen. 


When  any  Member  of  the  Family  is  gmj 
a  Journey. 

"We  esipedally  entreat  thee  in  behalf  of 
hinii  wlio  m  ^.^^^^wv  \»  *C^^  ^xdinary  dan- 
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*  life,  is  about  to  be  exposed  to  those 
immediately  incident  to  travelling. 
him,  we   beseech  thee,  every  jour- 
mercy.   Bethou,  O  Lord,  A2>  helper, 
s  defence  on  every  side.     Let  no 
)efall  him  by  night  or  by  day.     Keep 
>m  all  evil.     Preserve  his  going  out 
•ming  in;    and  be  with  him  amidst 
vicissitudes  of  this  earthly  pilgrim- 
l  thou  hast  brought  him  to  thy  holy 
J,  to  be  a  pillar  in  the  house  of  his 
iud  to  go  no  more  out. 


For  those  under  Affliction. 

k  upon  all  who  are  afflicted  and 
sed,  whether  in  mind,  body,  or  estate, 
thou  their  infirmities,  remove  their 

and  in  the  mean  time  sanctify  to 
all  thy  dispensations.  May  every 
ind  every  trial,  lead  them,  and  lead 

to  prepare  more  earnestly  for  that 
1  state,  when  there  shall  be  no  more 

and  where  sorrow  and  sighing  shall 
jr  flee  away. 

For  Friends  and  Relatives. 

commend  to  thy  fatherly  care  our 
td  friends  and  relatives.    Gx^\vX.NJw£«!^ 


560  OCCASIONAL  SENTENCES. 

whatever  may  be  good  for  them  in  tte 
present  life>  and  afterwards  receive  then 
to  everlasting  glory  through  Jesus  ChrW 
our  Lord. 

Or 

May  thy  blessing  rest  on  our  friends* 
relatives,  and  acquaintance.  Make  us  sU 
partakers  of  thy  salvation ;  and  whatever 
separation  thy  good  providence  may  malw 
upon  earth,  O  grant  that  we  and  they  in»y 
meet  with  joy  at  thy  right  hand  in  tiie  day 
of  judgment. 

Or  with  the  same  commencement. 

Enable  us  all  to  live  in  love  and  peace 
together,  discharging  every  duty  as  in  tkf 
sight,  and  looking  for  thy  mercy  thronp 
our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ;  ani 
may  we  all  at  length  rejoice  together  « 
the  great  day  of  his  appearing. 

■"■"I    '".    ■! 

A  Preparatory  Sentence  to  Prayer. 

Almighty  God,  the  fountain  of  all  wisdoni, 
who  knowest  our  necessities  before  we  askt 
and  our  ignorance  in  asking ;  we  beseech  thee 
to  have  compassion  upon  pur  infirmities; 
and  those  t\img*,^V\Ocvfet  w«  unworthi- 
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iss  we  dare  not,  and  for  our  blindness  we 
unot  ask,  vouchsafe  to  give  us  for  the 
)rthiness  of  thy  son  Jesus  Christ  our 
3rd. 

A  'Prayer  for  the  Universal  Church* 

0  God,  the  creator  and  preserver  of  all 
ankind,  we  humbly  beseech  thee  for  all 
rts  and  conditions  of  men;  that  thou 
)uldest  be  pleased  to  make  thy  ways 
lown  unto  them,  thy  saving  health  unto 

1  nations.  More  especially  we  pray  for 
e  good  estate  of  the  Universal  Church, 
at  the  course  of  this  world  may  be  so 
aceably  ordered  by  thy  Providence,  that 
may  joyfully  serve  thee  in  all  godly  quiet- 
ss ;  and  that  all  they  who  do  confess  thy 
ly  name  may  agree  in  the  truth  of  thy 
ly  word,  and  live  in  unity  and  godly  love. 

For  the  Afflicted. 

Almighty  God,  who  art  full  of  compas- 
m,  we  most  humbly  beseech  thee  of  thy 
odness^  to  comfort  and  succour  all,  who 
this  transitory  life,  are  in  trouble,  sor- 
iv,  need,  sickness,  or  any  other  adversity, 
zing  them  patience  under  their  sufferings, 
d  a  happy  issue  out  of  all  their  afflictions. 

2  o* 
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Concluding^  €kdlect. 
Almighty  God,  who  hast  promised  to  W 
the  petitions  of  them  that  ask  in  thy  Son*il 
name :  we  beseech  thee  mercifully  to  gnrt 
that  those  things  which  we  have  faithfuDj' 
asked  according  to  thy  will,  may  effectuallj 
be  obtained  to  the  reuef  of  our  necessities, 
and  to  the  setting  focth  of  thy  ^ij 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.     Amen. 

The  Doxology^ 

Now  unto  Him  who  is  able  to  keep  w 
from  falling,  and  to  present  us  faultless  be- 
fore the  presence  of  Bs  glory  with  exceedij 
joy,  to  the  only  wise  God  our  Saviour,  \« 
glory  and  majesty,  dominion  and  power, 
both  now  and  ever.     Amen. 

OUR  FATHER  which  art  in  heaven, 
hallowed  be  thy  Nftme.  Thy  kingdom 
come.  Thy  will  be  done  in  earth,  as  it  is 
in  heaven.  Give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread 
And  forgive  us  our  trespasses,  as  we  for- 
give them  that  trespass  against  us.  And 
lead  us  not  into  temptation ;  but  deliver  us 
from  evil :  For  thine  is  the  kingdom,  anil 
the  power,  and  the  glory,  for  ever  and  evtf- 
Amen. 
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*  Benedictions. 

The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesas  Christ,  and 
[:  ^the  love  of  God,  and  the  fellowship  of  the 

■  Holy  Ghost,  be  with  us  all  evermore.  Amea. 

ill'-       -^ 

r.  The  Lord  bless  us,  and  keep  us;  the 
»j  Lord  make  his  face  to  shine  upon  us,  and 
. .  be  gracious  unto  us  :  the  Lord  lift  up  his 

countenance  upon  us,  and  give  u*  peace, 

now  and  evermore.     Amen. 


The  peace  of  God,  which  passeth  all 
understanding,  keep  our  hearts  and  minds 
in  the  knowledge  and  love  of  God,  and  of 
his  Son  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord :  and  the 
blessing  of  God  Almighty,  the  Father,  the 
Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  be  amongst  us, 
and  remain  with  us  always.     Amen. 
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